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Meeting Improvements

April Program

e're starting an exciting new phase
for the San Jose Stamp Club. The
club is making a goal to grow the size of
the club. To accomplish this, first we are
going to greatly increase the frequency
and quality of programming at the club
meetings. This will take EVERYONE
contributing. We believe that when we
have a quality program at each meeting,
our outreach (the 2nd part of this program)
will be that productive collectors will
find value in coming to meetings. Of
course, the existing members will also
benefit from the improved meetings!
I need everyone to pick a couple of
dates to do a talk, presentation, or show
& tell. These can vary on how much time
you take. We can schedule two short
ones for a meeting. If you want to show
anything from a computer, let me know
and I can bring a projector. Don't know
what to present? Keep it simple, try these
ideas:
• Show what you collect.
• Think it isn't ready to show? Bring it
anyway and get some ideas.
• Do you have a level of knowledge in an
area of philately? We'd love to hear
about it. Really!
• How do you keep track of what you
have or what you’re looking for?
• What got you started? What keeps
you going?
• Already brought your collection to a
previous meeting? If you brought it
before 2012 or have an update, bring it
again! Yes, really.
It doesn’t have to be rocket science,
just fun, and the more you participate
the more enjoyment that will come your
way—trust me...

t our April 3rd meeting, Kristin
Patterson will present "Getting the
Most from Attending WESTPEX". This
may seem a no brainer, however, as she
is the author of the history of WESTPEX,
she’s in a unique position to know a few
things you may or may not be aware of.
In any event she is always an interesting
and right to the point speaker, imparting
information that will benefit us all.
As a bonus, Kristin will be giving
away a free WESTPEX ticket to a lucky
attendee. Please show your appreciation
and make it a point to attend what will
not only be an informative talk but an
enjoyable evening. Some sort of snacks
or munchies will also be provided with
Pete’s coffee.
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ice-President David Occhipinti often
attends meetings with a friend of
his, Gary Okazaki. Gary came to the
March 6th meeting without David as
David was not feeling too well. Gary is
not much of a joiner but seems to enjoy
the meetings particularly when we have
a program or speaker. While he will
likely never join the club, and that’s ok,
he does try to give a little something back
in appreciation—in this case a bakery box
of pastries which were delicious. We wish
to thank you Gary, and while it wasn’t
necessary, the pastries were very much
enjoyed.
Please don’t feel it necessary to bring
munchies to any future meetings as you
are most welcome to attend whenever
you wish—but we did want to express
our thanks for your kind gesture.
Is it time to plan on snacks at all our
meetings? I can make the coffee…-ed.

▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

Northern California Trivia
Q McClellan and Mather Air Force bases are near what large
California city?
A Sacramento.
Q What California city has been called Baghdad-by-the-Bay?
A San Francisco.
From Northern California Trivia by Ernie & Jill Couch

President’s Message

W

hat did you think about my column last month? I’d love to
hear your comments. We all want stamp collecting to
remain a viable hobby—even if only so that someone will
purchase our stamps some day for a few more dollars than
what we paid. As I’ve written many times, I believe philately
has a bright future if we take action.
There is a simple tangible action you can take to start the
process: join the American Philatelic Society (APS). Becoming
part of the larger philatelic community benefits you, as an
individual and the community. What does joining the APS do
for me you ask? Here is a short list:
Receive the monthly magazine, American Philatelist. I enjoy
at least one of the articles every month and often find
myself reading most of the issue. The letters to the editor
are often interesting and spirited. Worth the price alone.
Purchase stamps from the APS “Stamp Store”. No bidding,
just find what you want and purchase from another
APS member with confidence.
Expertization and Translation Services.
Discounts on a variety of products and services.
Have a larger voice in the philatelic community.
When you’re ready to join or have questions, please see
me or check the website at www.stamps.org
The election of APS officers is coming up soon. It has been
my pleasure to work with and get to know a few of them and
always enjoyed the experience. The APS has been a tremendous
support of my merit badge program. As many of you know,
we enjoy the benefit of having APS Director-at-Large Kristin
Patterson as a close friend of the club. She has done so much
for Bay Area philately it cannot be listed in this column. Kristin
was instrumental in setting up the auction with the Sequoia Stamp
Club that returned the SJSC to financial solvency. APS members,
please give her your vote. Give her the strongest support you
can by making her the only director-at-large you vote for.

Brian
"Is the power who is jealous of our prosperity, a proper
power to govern us? Whoever says No, to this question, is
an Independent for independency means no more than
this, whether we shall make our own laws, or, whether the
King, the greatest enemy this continent hath, or can have,
shall tell us there shall be no laws but such as I like."
—Thomas Paine, Common Sense, 1776
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NILES, Mich. (AP) — It was 1953 and then-Pvt. Bob Rodgers
had just arrived at Fort Campbell, Ky., for basic training when
he sat down to write a letter to his wife after the post's power
went out.
Sixty years later, that letter finally turned up, when the U.S.
Postal Service gave it back to Rodgers, who's now living in
southwestern Michigan.
In the June 13, 1953, letter, the 20-year-old told his wife, Jean,
about the routines of life in boot camp. "All you do is march,
KP, shine boots, shine boots and shine more boots and brass
and more brass," he wrote.
On March 7, New Carslisle, Ind., Postmaster Connie Tomaszewski
hand-delivered the letter to Rodgers, now 79. She did so the
same day it arrived at her office, she told the South Bend Tribune.
Rodgers was bemused by the return of the letter.
"I asked if they had found the remains of the horse and rider
and got the letter out of the saddle bag," he said, smiling. "She
just shook her head."
Tomaszewski said it's hard to even guess what might have
happened to the letter over six decades. "There are a million
possibilities. ... It could have sat at Fort Campbell," she said.
"The important part of it is it did get delivered."
Mary Dando, spokeswoman for the Greater Indiana District
of the U.S. Postal Service, said the letter may have actually
been delivered, then ended up at a flea market or antique store
where a collector latched onto it (right!-ed.).
In such cases, people sometimes put them back in the mail for
reasons unknown, Dando said.
Rodgers said even if his wife didn't get the letter, it wasn't a big
deal. "She didn't miss it, and I didn't miss it, because I wrote
her about every day," he said.
Jean Rodgers died of cancer eight years ago.
The letter bears a Fort Campbell postmark and the date
June 15, 1953. It also features two 3-cent stamps.
Asked what her reaction would have been to the letter's final
arrival had she still been alive to receive it, he said, "She'd have
got a kick out of that."

▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼

The secret is knowing when and what to edit...
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n March 3, 1861, Tsar Alexander II of Russia signed an imperial decree
emancipating his country's serfs. More than three hundred years earlier,
a faction in Swabia (southwest Germany) drafted their claim to freedom, noting
that the teachings of Christ didn’t square with the policies of serfdom.

1525:

I

t has been the custom hitherto for men to hold us as their
own property, which is pitiable enough, considering that
Christ has delivered and redeemed us all, without exception,
by the shedding of His precious blood, the lowly as well as
the great. Accordingly, it is consistent with Scripture that we
should be free and wish to be so. God does not teach us that
we should lead a disorderly life in the lusts of flesh, but that
we should love the Lord our God and our neighbor. We
would gladly observe all this as God has commanded us in the
celebration of the communion. He has not commanded us not
to obey the authorities, but rather that we should be humble,
not only toward those in authority but toward everyone. We
are thus ready to yield obedience according to God’s law to our
elected and regular authorities in all proper things becoming
to a Christian. We, therefore, take it for granted that you will
release us from serfdom as true Christians, unless it should be
shown us from the Gospel that we are serfs.
It has been the custom heretofore that no poor man should
be allowed to touch venison or wild fowl or fish in flowing
water, which seems to us quite unseemly and unbrotherly as
well as selfish and not agreeable to the word of God.
We are aggrieved in the matter of woodcutting, for the noble
folk have appropriated all the woods to themselves alone. If a
poor man requires wood, he must pay double for it. It is our
opinion in regard to a wood which has fallen into the hands of
a lord whether spiritual or temporal that unless it was duly
purchased it should revert again to the community.
In regard to the excessive services demanded of us which are
increased from day to day, we ask that this matter be properly
looked into so that we shall not continue to be oppressed in
this way, but that some gracious consideration be given us,
since our forefathers were required only to serve according to
the word of God.
We are burdened with a great evil in the constant making of
new laws. We are not judged according to the offence, but
sometimes with great ill will, and sometimes much too leniently.
In our opinion we should be judged according to the old written
law so that the case shall be decided according to its merits and
not with partiality.
The Twelve Articles of the Peasants: Some fifty representatives
of Swabian peasant groups met in March 1525 and drafted this
series of economic and religious demands. In the following
months, 25,000 copies were printed. Europe’s largest uprising
until the French Revolution, the German Peasants’ War ended
in 1526 with the landowners suppressing the revolt. 100,000
peasants were killed.
Swabia, with its capital at Augsburg, was a medieval duchy
in the lands now forming southwestern Germany, and covering
the area now occupied by Baden-Württemburg (the Black
Forest) and parts of western Bavaria (to the Iller River) and
northern Switzerland. It owes its importance to its strategic
position between the upper reaches of two of Europe's most
important rivers, the Danube and the Rhine.

From Lapham’s Quarterly and the internet.-ed.

Politicians are harmful to the health of the United States of America.

Korean Turtle Boats

W

hen the Japanese ruler Hideyoshi invaded Korea in
1592, he was armed with a new weapon. He carried
muskets that'd been sold to him by the Portuguese. Hideyoshi
quickly overran Seoul, and he seemed to be on his way to
conquering the country.
Then the Korean government turned to Admiral Sun-Shin Yi.
Yi was a brilliant strategist who'd seen war coming.
He'd raised private money to construct a small fleet of
utterly remarkable ships. They were called Turtle Boats.
The Turtle Boat was ironclad. And it really did look like a
seventy-foot-long turtle. It had a low, rounded roof, bristling
with spikes to prevent boarding. In battle, its sails came down
and twenty oars powered it. Just above the oars were ports
for cannon, small firearms, and arrows. It had features in
common with both Civil War ironclads, the Monitor and the
Merrimac, built two hundred and fifty years later. A Turtle
Boat was equipped with a ram as well as a dragon's head on
the prow. The dragon's head poured out smoke to frighten the
enemy and to lay down a smoke screen.

Korean Turtle Boats, Scott 356-7, issued August 14, 1962.

So, for several months, Yi used his new weapon to tear into
the Japanese fleet of some two hundred ships. He devastated
it. The war ended in a truce, with Korea divided politically.
Admiral Yi had stopped the invasion, but he'd stirred up political
jealousy by doing it. His opponents had him thrown in jail, and
there he sat until Hideyoshi renewed the invasion in 1597.
With Yi out of the way, the Japanese ravaged the Korean navy.
Yi was finally exonerated and put back in charge of just twelve
surviving warships. Less than a month later he ambushed 133
Japanese ships with his tiny fleet. He sank thirty-one of them
and drove the rest off. He bought time to rebuild his navy.
A year later, the Japanese were fighting a losing war. They
began a total withdrawal in an armada of five hundred ships.
Then Admiral Yi struck once again with his Turtle—with his
mad, visionary weapon. He sank hundreds of ships—over half
the fleet.
The carnage far exceeded the slaughter in Drake's defeat of
the Spanish Armada, which had taken place around the world
just ten years before. In fact, the Japanese loss of fifty thousand
sailors was twice the combined number who'd merely sailed in
the English and Spanish fleets. The Japanese were so badly
beaten that they stayed away from Korea until 1904. Admiral
Yi was killed in the battle. And, in a strange way, so too was
the Turtle.
The oddest thing about this already-odd chapter of naval history
is that the Turtle Boat didn't outlive the war. Neither it, nor this
vast naval encounter, are even footnotes in Western history
books. During the American Revolution, David Bushnell called
his experimental one-man submarine The Turtle. But we didn't
again see anything resembling the Korean Turtle boat until the
Civil War—so recent as to have been within both of your own
grandparent’s lifetimes.
There’s much more online at “Korean Turtle Boats.”-ed.
San Jose Stamp Club Newsletter ~ April 2013 Page 3

People always call it luck when you’ve acted more sensibly than they have.—Anne Tyler

Serfs Up!

Strange World War II Facts

You’d Better Believe in Witches!

By Colonel D. G. Swinford, USMC, Ret.

t has recently come to our ears, not without great pain to us,
that in some parts of upper Germany, as well as in the provinces,
cities, territories, regions, and dioceses of Mainz, Cologne, Trier,
Salzburg, and Bremen, many persons of both sexes, heedless
of their own salvation and forsaking the Catholic faith, give themselves over to devils male and female, and by their incantations,
charms, and conjurings, and by other abominable superstitions
and sortileges, offenses, crimes, and misdeeds, ruin and cause to
perish the offspring of women, the foal of animals, the products
of the earth, the grapes of vines, and the fruits of trees, as well
as men and women, cattle and flocks and herds and animals of
every kind, vineyards and orchards, meadows, pastures, harvests,
grains, and other fruits of the earth; that they afflict and torture
with dire pains and anguish, both internal and external, these men,
women, cattle, flocks, herds, and animals, and hinder men from
begetting and women from conceiving, and prevent all consummation
of marriage; that, moreover, they deny with sacrilegious lips the
faith they received in holy baptism; and that, at the instigation of
the enemy of mankind, they do not fear to commit and perpetrate
many other abominable offenses and crimes, at the risk of
their own souls, to the insult of the divine majesty and to the
pernicious example and scandal of multitudes. And, although
our beloved sons Heinrich Kramer and Jacobus Sprenger, of the
order of Friars Preachers, professors of theology, have been
and still are deputed by our apostolic letters as inquisitors of
heretical pravity, nevertheless certain of the clergy and of the
laity of those parts, seeking to be wise above what is fitting—
because in the said letter of deputation the aforesaid places,
persons, and offenses in question were not individually and
specifically named—do not blush obstinately to assert that these
are not at all included in the said parts and that therefore it is
illicit for the aforesaid inquisitors to exercise their office of
inquisition in the places aforesaid, and that they ought not to
be permitted to proceed to the punishment, imprisonment, and
correction of the aforesaid persons for the offenses and crimes
above named. Wherefore in the places aforesaid such offenses
and crimes, not without evident damage to their souls and risk
of eternal salvation, go unpunished.
We therefore, desiring, as is our duty, to remove all impediments
by which in any way the inquisitors are hindered in the exercise
of their office, and to prevent the taint of heretical pravity and
of other like evils from spreading their infection to the ruin of
others who are innocent, the zeal of religion especially impelling
us, in order that the places aforesaid in the parts of upper Germany
may not be deprived of the office of inquisition which is their
due, do hereby decree, by virtue of our apostolic authority, that
it shall be permitted to the inquisitors in these regions to exercise
their office of inquisition and to proceed to the correction,
imprisonment, and punishment of the aforesaid persons for their
said offenses and crimes, in all respects and altogether precisely
as if the provinces, cities, territories, places, persons, and offenses
aforesaid were expressly named in the said letter.
And they shall also have full and entire liberty to propound and
preach to the faithful the word of God, as often as it shall seem to
them fitting and proper, in each and all of the parish churches
in the said provinces, and to do all things necessary and suitable
under the aforesaid circumstances, and likewise freely and fully
to carry them out.
Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, in the year of Our Lord’s
incarnation 1484, on the nones of December, in the first year of
our pontificate…—So there!-ed.

1. The first German serviceman killed in WW II was killed by
the Japanese (China, 1937). The first American serviceman
killed was killed by the Russians (Finland 1940); highest ranking
American killed was Lt. Gen Lesley McNair, killed by the US
Army Air Corps. So much for allies.
2. The youngest US serviceman was 12 year old: Calvin Graham,
USN. He was wounded and given a Dishonorable Discharge
for lying about his age. His benefits were later restored by act
of Congress.
3. At the time of Pearl Harbor, the top US Navy command was
called CINCUS (pronounced 'sink us'); the shoulder patch of
the US Army's 45th Infantry division was the Swastika, and
Hitler's private train was named 'Amerika.' All three were soon
changed for PR purposes.
4. More US servicemen died in the Air Corps than the Marine
Corps. [Actually the 8th Air Force alone suffered about 5,000
more KIA than the entire Marine Corps in WWII.] While
completing the required 30 missions, an airman's chance of
being killed was 71%.
5. Generally speaking, there was no such thing as an average
fighter pilot. You were either an ace or a target. For instance,
Japanese Ace Hiroyoshi Nishizawa shot down over 80 planes.
He died while a passenger on a cargo plane.
6. It was a common practice on fighter planes to load every 5th
round with a tracer round to aid in aiming. This was a mistake.
Tracers had different ballistics, so (at long range) if your tracers
were hitting the target, 80% of your rounds were missing. Worse
yet, tracers instantly told your enemy he was under fire and from
which direction. Worst of all was the practice of loading a
string of tracers at the end of the belt to tell you that you were
out of ammo. This was definitely not something you wanted
to tell the enemy. Units that stopped using tracers saw their
success rate nearly double and their loss rate go down.
7. When allied armies reached the Rhine, the first thing men
did was pee in it. This was pretty universal from the lowest
private to Winston Churchill (who made a big show of it) and
Gen. Patton (who had himself photographed in the act).
8. German ME-264 bombers were capable of bombing New
York City, but they decided it wasn't worth the effort.
9. German submarine U-1206 was sunk by a malfunctioning toilet.
10. Among the first 'Germans' captured at Normandy were several
Koreans. They had been forced to fight for the Japanese Army
until they were captured by the Russians and forced to fight for
the Russian Army until they were captured by the Germans and
forced to fight for the German Army until they were captured
by the US Army.
11. Following a massive naval bombardment, 35,000 U. S. and
Canadian troops stormed ashore at Kiska, in the Aleutian Islands.
21 troops were killed in the assault on the island. It could have
been worse if there had been any Japanese on the island.
12. The last Marine killed in WW2 was killed by a can of spam.
He was on the ground as a POW in Japan when rescue flights
dropping food and supplies came over, the package came apart
in the air and a stray can of spam hit him and killed him.
Truth really is stranger than fiction.-ed.
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By Richard K. Kolb (Enclosed in J.V. Bush, Inc. order of AMGs)

I

n the Cold War’s first confrontation, U.S. soldiers contained
Communism along the Adriatic Sea. For nearly ten years,
GIs maintained a presence on the Italian-Yugoslavian border,
but larger events overshadowed their forgotten service in the
late ‘40s and early ‘50s.
America almost went to war in a remote pocket of southeastern
Europe in the hectic days of 1945-1947. What happened along
the Italian-Yugoslavian frontier proved pivotal to the struggle
between East and West, but this historic confrontation is largely
forgotten today.
Even in the definitive study of the Cold War’s first significant
dispute, the author’s only mention of U.S. troops was confined
to one statement: “Thousands of American soldiers spent some
time in Trieste between 1945 and 1954, and a few even gave
their lives while serving there.”
Yet almost two years before President Harry Truman formally
announced his containment doctrine in March 1947—often
touted as the Cold War’s declaration—American servicemen
were committed to enforce that policy.
“We served on the line for six-month stints, and much of the
time Yugoslav communists were taking potshots at us. Pressure
was purposely kept on to break our spirits,” wrote Nick Lucente,
veteran squad leader of Company E, 350th Infantry. “Men of
the 88th Infantry Division made real sacrifices around Trieste,
yet no one remembers.”

The Slavna IV Armija Marsala Tita-Tito’s Fourth Army was
a regular Yugoslavian military force organized in the spring
of 1945 for the special purpose of marching on Trieste. It was
composed mostly of soldiers tempered in the crucible of fighting
under the harshest of conditions. “Each of them had, by his
bravery, hardihood, and loyalty, fully earned the right to be
where he was in his nation’s forces,” wrote Alfred C. Bowman,
the Administrator of the Allied Military Government (AMG)
installed in Zone A on June 12, 1945.
Originally from the VFW magazine of September 1991. Reprinted with
permission from Echoes, newsletter of the Greater Eugene Stamp Society.
This and other interesting articles are available at our monthly meetings.
Of course if you don’t attend you would not be aware, and if you do attend
but don’t look through the binder of exchange newsletters you would still
be in the dark—So, to keep you informed I reprint the better stories for
your edification! History you would not know about were it not for your
stamp club because our history books sure as hell don’t tell us!-ed.

Mellow doesn’t always make for a good story, but it makes for a good life.—Anne Hathaway

Showdown Over Trieste: Opening Salvo of the Cold War

Iron Curtain Descends
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, at Westminster
College in Fulton, Missouri, on March 6, 1946, put Trieste on
the map for most Americans. As he said so eloquently,
“From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste on the Adriatic, an Iron
Curtain has descended across the continent.” Indeed it had.
The partisan forces of Marshal Josip Tito had designs on the
disputed seaport of Trieste—”Queen of the Adriatic.” Due
east of famed Venice, this city-state had been the center of
contention since ancient times. Ethnic, and later, ideological,
conflict persisted up through the world wars, reaching a crescendo
in the late 1940s.
The Julian region, which encompasses Trieste, is a natural
crossroads between the Italian peninsula, the Balkans and
Central Europe. Its mountain passes and northern outlets to
the sea made it a natural portal linking the frontiers of East
and West. Not surprisingly, it also made a tempting target.
Units of Tito’s army occupied Trieste April 30, 1945, but
were met head on by New Zealanders of the British 8th Army
who entered the city two days later.
During their stay, however, the Yugoslavians wreaked havoc
on certain elements of the population. An Allied army observer
reported, “Trieste is virtually under a military dictatorship; a
reign of tyranny is operating against the Italian community.”
Bodies of Italians were reportedly tossed into the foiba, pits or
caves, that abounded in the countryside. To save Trieste from
annexation by “armies on the march” and preserve it as an
essential supply point for future areas of occupation in Austria,
the Allies forced Tito to accept separate occupation zones.
Venezia Giulia Province, including Trieste, was divided into
Zone A (U.S. and British) and Zone B (Yugoslav territory.) Each
side was permitted to station 5,000 troops within their zones.
A 65,000-strong Yugoslav army, however, was strategically
placed on the border.

Patch worn by Allied Troops in Zone A
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Postal Pleasures, Sex, Scandal, and Victorian Letters

Right Under Their Noses

By Kate Thomas

here is a cave that few may have heard of, but it has an
extensive history in America. The site is Organ Cave in
Ronceverte, West Virginia. Evidence of inhabitants of the cave
go as far back as 6,000 BC with Native Americans. The walls
and ceiling of the cave are lined with flint that was used by Native
Americans to make arrowheads. In 1778 Thomas Jefferson
visited the cave and discovered what he labeled a “monster.”
Actually, it was a pre-historic fossil of a three-toed sloth. It is
now on display in Baltimore, Maryland.

I

n 1889 uniformed post-boys were discovered moonlighting
in a West End brothel frequented by men of the upper classes.
"The Cleveland Street Scandal" erupted and Victorian Britain
faced the possibility that the Post Office—a bureaucratic backbone
of nation and empire—was inspiring and servicing subversive
sexual behavior. However, the unlikely alliance between sex
and the postal service was not exactly the news the sensational
press made it out to be. Postal Pleasures explores the relationship
between illicit sex and the Royal Mail from reforms initiated
in 1840 up to the imperial end of the nineteenth century. With
a combination of historical details and literary analyses, Kate
Thomas illustrates how the postal network, its uniformed
employees, and its material trappings—envelopes, postmarks,
stamps—were used to signal and circulate sexual intrigue.
For many, the idea of an envelope promiscuously jostling its
neighbors in a post boy's bag, or the notion that secrets passed
through the eyes and fingers of telegraph girls, was more
stimulating than the actual contents of correspondence. Writers
like Anthony Trollope, Eliza Lynn Lynton, Henry James, Oscar
Wilde, Arthur Conan Doyle, and others, invoked the postal
system as both an instrument and a metaphor for sexual relations
that crossed and double-crossed lines of class, marriage, and
heterosexuality. Postal Pleasures adds a new dimension to
studies of the era as it uncovers the unlikely linkage between
the Victorian Post Office and the queer networks it inspired.
Features
• Highly original study that explores illicit sex and queer culture
through the postal network: The Victorian postal system mediated
everyday life, and Postal Pleasures shows how cheap, fast and
regular letter sending and delivery became a rhythm as crucial
to British life as teatime.
• Draws on original historical research to produce a literaryhistorical analysis of canonical novels like Dracula and The
Picture of Dorian Gray.
• Features over ten illustrations that provide a brief visual history
of the themes and period under discussion.
Reviews
"Postal Pleasures is innovative, authoritative, and well written,
an exemplary work in Victorian studies that skillfully integrates
frameworks drawn from literary studies, cultural history, queer
theory, and postcolonial studies." —Sharon Marcus, author of
Between Women: Friendship, Desire, and Marriage in Victorian
England
"Traversing the busy crossroads between Victorian and queer
studies, Postal Pleasures charts an exciting path through a
superficially sexless bureaucracy. Thomas compellingly shows
how, in the postal service, desire and selfhood are both media
and mediation, and queerness less an identity than a mode of
transaction. To sum it up in a phrase: ontology recapitulates
philately." —William A. Cohen, author of Embodied: Victorian
Literature and the Senses

$24.95 soft cover
$99.00 hard cover
Oxford University Press
There has been some discussion regarding book reports from
time-to-time, so I decided to start the ball rolling with this report
on a book that sounds very interesting and I have ordered one
for myself. Doing a search using the title brings up information
for copies that any can afford.-ed.
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Saltpetre hopper built by the Confederates.

During the Civil War Organ Cave was used extensively by
General Robert E. Lee's Confederate soldiers. The cave was a
rich source of saltpetre (potassium nitrate) that was the primary
ingredient in making black powder and its raw form (calcium
nitrate) could be seen glittering on the walls and floor of the
cave. Confederate troops, working under the direction of
General Robert E. Lee, found that Organ Cave was not only
an excellent place to extract this valuable mineral, but also
realized that the cave was a suitable facility in which to further
refine the saltpeter into a form suitable for the powder mills of
Augusta, Georgia. At least two dozen hoppers, which are the
wooden structures used for leaching saltpetre from the cave
soil, still survive. They were made from local woods, cucumber,
oak and locust, fastened together with wooden pegs. The nitrate
solution was gathered in wooden troughs, placed beneath the
Saltpetre Hoppers, and then evaporated to produce the gun
powder. It’s estimated that some 75% of all saltpetre used to
make Confederate ammunition used in the Civil War came
from Organ Cave.
Large chambers inside the cave were also used to house
Confederate soldiers for temporary rest and also used to hold
church services.
The irony of this cave being used by Confederates throughout
most of the Civil War, is that often Union troops camped above.
They were oblivious to the cave and the Confederate troops
working in the cave.
Story from historybuff.com and the internet.-ed.
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WASHINGTON (Reuters) - By Elvina Nawaguna

Thursday, March 21, 2013

Congress foiled the financially beleaguered U.S. Postal Service's plan to end Saturday delivery of first-class mail when it passed
legislation on Thursday requiring six-day delivery.
The Postal Service, which lost $16 billion last year, said last month it wanted to switch to five-day mail service to save $2 billion
annually.
Congress traditionally has included a provision in legislation to fund the federal government each year that has prevented the
Postal Service from reducing delivery service. The Postal Service had asked Congress not to include the provision this time
around.
Despite the request, the House of Representatives on Thursday gave final approval to legislation that maintains the provision,
sending it to President Barack Obama to sign into law. The Senate approved the measure on Wednesday.
But some lawmakers who support the Postal Service's plan have said there may still be some room for it to change its delivery
schedule. They point out that the language requiring six-day delivery is vague and does not prohibit altering what products it
delivers on Saturdays.
The Postal Service has said that while it would not pick up or deliver first-class mail, magazines and direct mail, it would
continue to deliver packages and pharmaceutical drugs on Saturdays.
Republican Senator Tom Coburn of Oklahoma and Representative Darrell Issa of California on Thursday told the USPS Board
of Governors to move forward with implementing the five-day delivery plan for mail.
"The Board of Governors has a fiduciary responsibility to utilize its legal authority to implement modified 6-day mail delivery
as recently proposed," the lawmakers said in their letter to the USPS board.
The Postal Service, they said, is in such dire financial need that it must implement all measures to resolve its problems.

LEGALITY IN QUESTION
Several polls have shown a majority of the public supports ending six-day delivery of first-class mail.
The plan for a new delivery schedule would respond to customers' changing needs and help keep the Postal Service from
becoming a burden to taxpayers, Postal Service spokesman David Partenheimer said.
A number of lawmakers and trade groups said the plan to cut Saturday mail service is illegal because the Postal Service requires
Congress' approval before it makes such a decision.
Democratic Representative Gerald Connolly of Virginia said in a letter to the Government Accountability Office on Thursday
that the Postal Service is still bound by the six-day requirement.
"Unfortunately, the Postmaster General continues to stonewall members of Congress, withholding his legal justifications for
eliminating Saturday delivery from postal customers and the American public," Connolly said.
Fredric Rolando, president of the National Association of Letter Carriers, said in a statement on Thursday that cutting Saturday
mail delivery would harm rural communities and small businesses and "only serve to accelerate a financial ‘death spiral' for the
Postal Service." And on, and on, and on…….-ed.
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A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.—Winston Churchill

nother dollar box find—look carefully at the 18¢ Surrey coil, Scott 1907, Plate #5. Not only is it a PNC on cover, it’s a misperfed
PNC. Doubtless R&M Electric could have cared less as long as their correspondence was delivered in a timely manner—for
me, however, this is a very nice usage of a fairly common EFO used in period. You really have to look and see, sometimes twice.

APRIL MEETINGS ARE ON THE 3RD & 17TH
MAY MEETINGS ARE ON THE 1ST & 15TH

Show Calendar
————–———————
Santa Cruz Post Card & Paper Collectable Show

Sunday, April 14, 2013
The Hilton
6001 La Madrona Drive, Scotts Valley
10 am - 5 pm
Free Admission - Free parking
————–———————
Santa Clara Coin, Stamps & Collectables Show

Parking
Grass area with flag
Main building
790 Ironwood Drive

April 19 - 21
Santa Clara Convention Center, Santa Clara
Fri - Sat 10 - 7, Sun 10 - 4
$6 for 3 days - Editor has $2 discount tickets
———————————Vintage Paper Fair

Sunday, April 21
Elks Lodge
1475 Creekside Drive, Walnut Creek
10 AM - 5 PM
Free Admission - Free Parking
———————————
WESTPEX

April 26 - 28
San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront
1800 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame
Fri & Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 4
$5 for all 3 days

The San Jose Post Card Club meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (excepting
July & August) in the Hilltop Manor dining room at 7 pm.

Visit the SJSC website at: filatelicfiesta.org
Advertisements
Members may place an ad here to run for three months unless sold. Three at a time or as space allows.
No politically incorrect, risqué, religious, illegal or offensive material accepted. Editor will edit.

NEW ISSUE SERVICE: Japan, China/Taiwan, PRC,
Hong Kong, Macao, Korea, Singapore and Ireland.
»»»» EXPANDED WORLDWIDE STOCK ««««
E-mail: richard@asiaphilatelics.com Prompt service and fair
prices. Visit me at www.asiaphilatelics.com
Richard Clever 408.238.2894 ~ FAX: 408.238.2539
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2012 Scott catalogues I - VI you receive as the new ones are
issued starting in April—excellent condition.
$120.00
Vatican City: C18 - 19 MNH 75th Anniversary UPU
Cat $180.00 - $100.00
Venezuela 804-11, C794-803 MNH Orchids Cat 28.10 - $17.50
Wurttemburg O136-45 MLH
Spain 585c. S/S MLH

Cat $16.10 - $9.00
Cat $27.50 - $20.00

As a SJSC member you may advertise here—so why don’t you?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BUYING STAMPS, COVERS, POST CARDS, POSTAL
CARDS, DOCUMENTS, AUTOGRAPHS.—What have you?
Douglas Gary, (Serving Collectors since 1950 and Filatelic
Fiesta Dealer since 1960). P. O. Box 457, Cambpell, CA 95009
Phone: (408) 274-3939. E-mail: doug_gary@hotmail.com.
Member ASDA, NSDA and APS Dealer Member.

Legends of the West error sheet w/original mailer w/contents
+ White Ace specialty pages.
Cat $240+++ - $195.00
Germany-Berlin 9N35-41 MNH UPU 75th anniversary
Couple tiny glazed corners
Cat $750.00 - $375.00
Samoa 600-18 MLH

Cat $35.00 - $18.50

South Georgia 109-23 MNH Birds

Cat $40.25 - $27.50

Tripolitania 73-8, C43-8 MLH

Cat $48.00 - $27.50

Indonesia - West Irian 1a. - 19a UNTEA overprint MNH
Cat $45.80 - $32.50
All prices plus shipping or mailing costs if applicable.
I have many thousands of stamps/sets at 30 to 50% off Scott
— send me your want list. Call me.
Jim Sauer 408.445.2694 ~ hjamessauer@yahoo.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Walt Kransky’s website has changed:
Now mostly philatelic material, covers, etc.— a few postcards.
Website: http:www.thepostcard.com/walt/
E-mail Walt @ wrsky@att.net
Walt’s duplicate and extra postcards are still for sale
Please use the word “POSTCARD QUERY” in the subject
line of your e-mail message to avoid spam. Thank you.

This is a member service — use it!

