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Coffee & Snacks 
 

O n a less positive note, please be 
advised that there will no longer 

be coffee and snacks at the meetings. 
   In order to avoid depleting the club’s 
coffers, I provided these treats hoping 
to pay for them with the “coffee kitty” 
all to no avail and I’m no longer willing 
to absorb the cost.   
   My apologies to those who did help with 
the cost, a couple excessively.-ed. 

Summer Picnic 
 

O nce again we will have a summer 
outing with the San José Post Card 

Club.  The date is Saturday August 15th 
from noon until 3:00pm.  It will be held 
at Shadow Brook Cabaña Club located 
at the intersection of Almaden Expressway 
and Shadowbrook Drive.  We will be able 
to enjoy a shaded picnic area, kitchen, 
and gas BBQ grills.  Cost is $5 ($2 for 
the venue and $3 for food) per person.  
The two clubs will provide the meat and 
drinks with the guests bringing a potluck 
of appetizers, salads, and desserts. We're 
currently planning on some wonderful 
marinated tri-tip steak for the main course.   
   It is important to RSVP Brian for this 
event as a count must be made to know 
what to pay for the venue.  Also, RSVP 

Mary Ann Stanfield at 408.747.1653 to 

co-ordinate the food—we don’t want 
everyone to bring cookies or plastic cups.   
   Bring your swimsuit if you want to go 
swimming.  

Club Members:   

T his is IMPORTANT and every 
club member needs to read this 

AND RESPOND. 
   We need to have an open discussion 
of how to handle the stamps (and other 
philatelic materials) donated to our club 
and our youth programs.  This has become 
a bigger issue with the donation of stamps 
to the club by Wayne Menuz.  Thank-you 
Wayne for your generous donation of a 
wide assortment of highly collectable 
stamps.  This brings to the forefront an 
issue that has been simmering for a couple 
of years.  Therefore, I think it is time the 
SJSC develop a formal written policy 
on the handling of stamps donated to 
the club and donated to our youth programs. 
The goal is to avoid misunderstandings, 
bad feelings and arguments over stamps 
and the proceeds from their sale. 

Background: 

   Donations of stamps, covers, and other 
philatelic materials have been received 
on behalf of the club (like many of you 
have done including donation by Wayne 
on 7/15) and some are donated specifically 
for the benefit of our youth programs.  It is 
especially important that when someone 
donates stamps for the benefit of youth, 
that we honor that intention. 
   It is very common that people seek me 
out to give donations as I'm well known 
in the Scouting community and lead Boy 
Scout merit badge programs and Cub 
Scout collecting activities.  The vast 
majority of the stamps donated are 
appropriate for youth activities as they 
are typically printed after 1945 in large 
quantities and most have the minimum 
catalog value.  Sometimes stamps are a 
little better (pre-1900, mint, interesting 
back-of-the-book).  I typically keep these 
stamps in a separate inventory with the 
intention of making them available to 
youths who continue to collect after earning 
their merit badge or otherwise show an 
appreciation for the "good stuff".  
   Donations also come to me as people look 
for advice on what to do with inherited 
collections or unwanted childhood 
collections.  Usually it is their expectation 
that these stamps will be given to young 
people.  If we accept donations on this 
basis, we need to honor that commitment.                                      
Continued on page 3 
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Northern California Trivia 
 

Q  What was Lola Montez’s real name?  
 

A  Maria Delores Porris Gilbert. 
 

Q  Who was Lola Montez’s protégée?  
 

A  Lotta Crabtree. 
 

From Northern California Trivia  by Ernie & Jill Couch 

—Brian 

"The judiciary of the United States is the subtle corps of 

sappers and miners constantly working under ground to 

undermine the foundations of our confederated fabric.  They 

are construing our constitution from a co-ordination of a 

general and special government to a general and supreme 

one alone."  

           —Thomas Jefferson, letter to Thomas Ritchie, 1820  

“Philatelic Friends”  

I  introduced one of the SJSC members to my wife the other 
day as a friend from the stamp club.  I thought about that later 

and realized that so many of the members of the club aren’t 
just “stamp club friends”, but simply “friends.”  A BIG factor 
in why I’ve missed so few meetings since I joined the club and 
agreed to serve as president is the friendships I’ve developed. 
For those of you who don’t regularly attend meetings, you’re 
really missing an opportunity to make more friends.  There is 
no such thing as having too many friends.   I’ve been told by 
outsiders that the group that regularly attends is a very friendly 
and welcoming bunch.  Studies have found that people who have 
an engaging social life are happier, healthier, live longer and 
are less affected by dementia.  So if your spouse questions why 
you want to go to stamp club meeting, tell them you need it for 
your health and well-being!   
   Many of the people I talk to that are not collectors think stamp 
collecting is something done exclusively by oneself locked away 
in private. Yes, of course, we may work on our collection without 
anyone else, but there are so many aspects that involve others.  
My own collecting has been greatly improved and enhanced by 
consulting with club members, other collectors, and philatelic 
societies like the APS.  
   A big motivation for the SJSC hosting our hospitality area at 
Fiesta is to give everyone a place to socialize.  Reconnecting 
with long time acquaintances and making new friends should 
be part of what you think is going to happen at a stamp show.  
This hasn’t always been my personal experience.  Before I 
joined the SJSC, I would go to a stamp show and didn’t know 
anybody which made it feel very impersonal.  So much so, 
that I often didn’t go to a show like WESTPEX because it 
was too intimidating.  Nobody was outright rude, but neither 
was anybody outwardly welcoming.  Our hosting a reception 
area at Fiesta makes our show inviting and friendly to both 
experienced collectors and new visitors.  What a great chance 
to deepen a friendship with somebody you know in the club.  
As a club, we can be proud of how well our hospitality area 
has developed.   
   In conclusion, I want to thank everyone in the SJSC and the 
Filatelic Fiesta committee for being a friend.  This is big reason 
why I enjoy doing the work necessary to be club president.   For 
those of you who haven’t been participating, I have to ask what 
are you waiting for?   Come meet our new members as they 
each add a wonderful new element to the club.  Getting active 
with the club could not only enhance your collecting, but make 
some wonderful friends. 
  

PS: Finally, if anybody follows my suggestion from last month 

about writing a legacy letter, I hope you will share it with me. 

N ot many Americans left in academia…not many and they’re 
difficult to find, however, there’s not much doubt about this one. 

   In September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, 
a History teacher at Robinson High School in Little Rock, 
Arkansas* did something not to be forgotten.   
   On the first day of school, with the permission of the school 
Superintendent, the Principal and the Building Supervisor, she 
removed all of the desks in her classroom.  When the First Period 
kids entered the room, they discovered that there were no desks.    
"Ms. Cothren, where are our desks?"  She replied: "You can't 
have a desk until you tell me how you earn the right to sit at a 
desk."  
   They  thought: "Well, maybe it's our grades.”    
   "No." she  said.  
   "Maybe it's our behavior."     
   She told them: "No, it's not even your behavior."  
   And so,  they came and went—the First Period, Second Period, 
Third Period.  Still no desks in the classroom.  Kids called their 
parents to tell them what was happening and by early afternoon, 
television news crews had started gathering at the school to report  
about this crazy teacher who had taken all the desks out of her room.  
   The final Period of the day came and the puzzled students 
found seats on the floor of the desk-less classroom.   
   Martha Cothren said:  "Throughout the day no one has been 
able to tell me just what he or she has done to earn the right to 
sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in this classroom.  Now 
I am going to tell you."   
   At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of her 
classroom and opened it.  
   Twenty-seven Veterans, all in uniform, walked into that 
classroom, each one carrying a school desk.  The Vets began 
placing the school desks in rows, and then they would walk over 
and stand alongside the wall.  
   By the time the last soldier had set the final desk in place, those 
kids started to understand—perhaps for the first time in their 
lives—just how the right to sit at those desks had been earned. 
   Martha  said: "You didn't earn the right to sit at these desks. 
These heroes did it for you.  They placed the desks here for you. 
They went halfway around the world, giving up their education 
and interrupting their careers and families so you could have the 
freedom you have.  Now, it's up to you to sit in them.  It is 
your responsibility to learn, to be good students, to be good 
citizens.  They paid the price so that you could have the freedom 
to get an education.  Don't ever forget it."  
   By the way, this is a true story, and this teacher was awarded 
Veterans of  Foreign Wars Teacher of the Year in 2006.    
   She is the daughter of a  WWII POW.  
 

*E-mail story said Port Rowan, Ontario, Canada, which was incorrect.-ed. 
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Nevertheless, it does nobody any good if better material sits 
in glassines for years as some of the stamps are not suited to 
beginners.  The logical thing to do is let club members (or others) 
purchase these stamps and put the proceeds towards our youth 
programs.   
   Donations have also come from club members.  This was 
especially critical a couple of years ago when your donations got 
the club back on solid financial ground.  A few of these donations 
still have not sold and are in the club inventory. 
   It is my experience that young people working with stamps for 
the first time want the more modern stamps with bright colors 
and easily understood subjects.  Club members are most typically 
looking for the older issues with more "classic" subjects.  Thus,  
I believe there is very little cross-over interest between the stamps 
interesting to our young collectors and more advanced collectors. 
   However, when a young person shows interest and wants to 
collect more "advanced" stamps, they should still be able to 
have access to them for free or at bargain rates.  This includes the 
US 19th Century material and mint US that is available that is 
not usually given to beginners. 

The Opportunity & Challenge: 

   Now that our club has such a rich diversity of stamps, the 
challenge is to write a set of policies that are fair to the club, 
honor donor wishes, and serve our youth. 

I offer the following suggestions: 
   Stamps purchased by club members be available at 10¢ each 
or 25% of catalog value. 
   Stamps purchased by non-club members will be higher 12¢
each or 30% of catalog value. 
   The club retains the right to price material that is more difficult 
to find or rare at higher prices. 
   Common (minimum catalog value) stamps will remain free 
to young people (under 18). 
   More valuable material will be sold to young people at the 
same price as club members. 
   If the club (read "club" as meaning not just Brian) gets our 
stamps in some sense of order, we could make some non-trivial 
money on sales at Fiesta in November.  We will need to have 
some work parties to prepare for the show. 
   When these stamps are organized, it would be easier to bring 
them to club meetings to facilitate a greater opportunity for 
adding material to your collection. 

Questions: 

   Should we attempt to keep stamps donated to the club and 
youth be kept separate?   
   For those of you who say "Yes" are you willing to pitch in 
some time to maintain these separate accumulations? 
   How should proceeds be split?  If the stamp inventory is 
mixed (youth and club donations) should the sales be split 
between the club and youth?                
   Is 50/50 fair?  One argument is that the club stamps are probably 
worth more and sell better, so the club should get a bigger  
percentage of the proceeds. 
   When a young person wants to collect the better/club material, 
should they be asked for a contribution?   
   The goal isn't the revenue, but to put some value on this 
material and limit someone from being to greedy when it is 
offered for free.  
   I REALLY want to hear from you about this message and 
look forward to your ideas and comments.   
 

Brian is absolutely correct in that we should develop rules and guidelines 

regarding donations.  In the past it has been helter-skelter, and this just 

won’t do.  With the increase in donations we must get it together.-ed. 

U.S./Netherlands Relations 
 

O n April 19, 1782, Holland fully recognized the independence 
of the United States of America.  The States General of 

the Netherlands received John Adams as an ambassador.  Two 
months later, a very important Dutch loan did much to aid the 
United States.   
   Through Adams, a treaty of commerce and friendship between 
the United States and the Netherlands was drafted . . . and 
signed on October 8, 1872.  This treaty marked the beginning 
of U.S./Netherlands diplomatic relations.  A long-standing and 
mutually rewarding relationship has since followed, giving 
diplomatic relations between the two countries an important 
Bicentennial in 1982.   
   A joint issue stamp of the same design was issued by the two 
countries.  The Netherlands issued two stamps, 50¢ and 65¢ 
values and the U.S. issued a 20¢ value.   

U.S., Scott 2003, issued April 20, 1982. 

Netherlands, Scott 640-41, issued on the same date: April 20, 1982. 

   On April 21, 1982 the Netherlands Antilles also issued a 
75¢ stamp in honor of the bicentenary of U.S./Netherlands 
diplomatic relations.  They also issued a souvenir sheet on the 
same date that featured the same stamp.  The stamp has its 
theme Peter Stuyvesant, known as Petrus, who served as the 
last Dutch Director-General of the colony of New Netherland 
from 1647 until it was ceded provisionally to the English in 
1664, after which is was renamed New York.    
   Stuyvesant had served in the Dutch army before receiving 
his appointment as Director-General of New Netherlands in 
1646.  He served in the West Indies and was governor of the 
colony Curaçao which later became Netherlands Antilles.   

Netherland Antilles, Scott 478, 478a. 



"Honor, justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to surrender 

that freedom which we received from our gallant ancestors, 

and which our innocent posterity have a right to receive 

from us."  

                                                     —Thomas Jefferson (1775) 
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Autopost & Infopost  
 

From Scott Stamp Monthly, March 1994 
 

A utopost was intended to be a complete mailing station.  It 
contained a scale that weighed the item to be mailed, from 

a letter to a 35-pound package, and asked for the destination 
ZIP Code.  Once given that information, Autopost outlined 
the various mailing options available to the postal customer; 
first-class, Priority Mail, Express Mail, or various parcel post 
classifications.  It then gave the cost of each option and how long 
delivery was expected to take.  This was done on an interactive 
video touch screen.  The customer could then feed currency 
(up to $20 bills), coins or a bank card into the machine, and it 
was supposed to make change and issue a peel-off postage 
meter-like strip to be affixed to the letter or parcel.  If asked, 
the machine also gave a receipt.  The item to be mailed was 
then to be dropped into an adjacent mailbox.  An orange tagging 
strip appeared on the left side of every label.  
     Extensive previous research told the technicians working 
on Autopost what people liked and didn’t like about vending 
machines.  Customers wanted reliability and availability. 
   People were afraid of losing their money, so Autopost didn’t 
accept any money until all transaction information was completed.  
Business people wanted to be able to get a receipt, so they could 
obtain one by request.  They wanted someplace to complain if 
the machine didn't work, it was initially planned to place the 
machines in post office lobbies.   
   The technical staff anticipated the use of bar codes on flats 
and parcels, so this too was added to the postage strip. 
   Original plans were to start the use of Autopost in post office 
lobbies, then extend the project to shopping malls, supermarkets 
and other locations.  The intent was to free postal clerks for 
more complex transactions.   
   The first two Autopost machines for public use became 
operational August 23, 1989, in the Martin Luther King station 
in downtown Washington, D.C.  Two more Autoposts were installed 
at White Flint Mall in Kensington, Maryland on September 1, 
1989.  The USPS closed the Martin Luther King post office in 
mid-1993 because the facility was robbed three times in a few 
years.  It had intended to be a post office of the future. 
   Two machines were also set up in the Universal Postal Union 
Congress post office, located in the Washington, D.C. Convention 
Center during November and December 1989, but these machines 
were rarely used.  They were permanently taken out of service 
at the end of the UPU sessions.  The UPU machines were located 
in an area available only to UPU delegates to the Congress, who 
obviously found it a lot easier to go to the adjacent post office 
counter to get postage for their overseas mail.  Strips and covers 
obtained from these machines are now very scarce. 
   When the four remaining Autopost machines were removed 
from service in 1990, John Hughes-Casey, a program manager 
for the postal service, told Linn’s Stamp News that the machines 
were more than likely permanently out of service.  His prediction 
proved correct. 
   Problems with Autopost quality likely led to its demise.  The 
machines could not be depended upon to produce perfect products.  
Many varieties are relatively common.  When the machine was 
first turned on, it produced a test label for the machine attendant, 
with the instructions, “Please dispose of this properly.”  
   According to collector-author John Hotchner, another problem 
was that all of the medium on which the Autopost labels were 
printed was tagged (the orange strip).  As a result, even blank 
labels, or labels with the “We deliver…” slogan that were dispensed  

between orders could be placed on an envelope and passed 
through the Postal Service facer cancellers. 
   The height of the stamps produced varied from machine to 
machine.  Unsevered strips of stamps are recorded, as well as 
unsevered strips with a slogan and one or more stamps.  Printing 
varieties with more than one impression condensed onto one 
stamp, and stretched out impressions that do not fit on one 
stamp, are also known. 
   Another associated Autopost collectable is the receipt given 
on request for each transaction.  The receipt shows the number 
of transactions of the machine for that day and the specific time 
that the postage strips were purchased.  
   Autopost appealed to collectors of both meters and stamps.  
They wanted the strips and examples of their use.  When the 
machines became operational, the USPS used the same software 
programming to create first-day sets of Autopost strips for sale to 
collectors.  The sets were sold over the counter at both machine 
locations and through the Philatelic Sales Division.  They were 
never listed in the mail-order Philatelic Sales Catalog.  Relatively 
small quantities of first-day sets were created because they were 
too labor intensive for the Postal Service to make.  The Scott 
Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps states that 3,000 
unused sets of five different service stamps exist dated August 
23, 1989, and unused sets of two 25¢ first-class stamps supplied 
to the Philatelic Agency have a first-day date.  
   When Autopost strips appeared at World Stamp Expo ’89, 
interest perked up and the first-day sets sold out immediately.  
Several dealers set the market by buying and selling quantities 
of the labels, creating further interest in Autopost strips.  Prices 
began to rise immediately.  The four experimental Autopost 
postage machines available to the public were removed from 
service May 7, 1990. 
   Infopost was introduced at the same time as Autopost, 
although it did not leave philatelic collectables behind.  The 
interactive-screen customer information center provided audio 
and video answers to questions, again, at the touch of a finger.  
When activated by a touch on the screen, the machine displayed 
a variety of images representing major areas in which a customer’s 
questions might fall.  The dozens of categories included wrapping 
and mailing packages, ZIP codes, postage rates, insurance and 
mailing requirements.  Philately was also included, and the 
philatelic press played up this aspect of the machine at the time.  
Printout answers to the questions were also provided.    
   If the machine was questioned about rates for overseas mail, 
the screen would ask the weight of the package, advise which 
types of items are permitted in the receiving country, quote rates 
and expected delivery time for various mail categories.  It also 
printed this information out for further reference by the customer.  
   The intent was to take pressure off widow clerks.  It was 
intended to test Infopost before Autopost in various post office 
lobbies, but the trials never took place.   
 

This is the first part of a long article in the March 1994 issue of Scott Stamp 

Monthly.  The second half on ASM, Pi and ElectroCom Gard, and Postal 

Buddy will appear in September issue of our newsletter.  There are numerous 

illustrations in the article but due to the layout extremely difficult for me 

to reproduce here.-ed.  
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South Moluccas 
 

T he South Moluccas—Republik Maluku Selatan—we all have 
at least a few of them in our collections without knowing 

what to do with them.  Bogus, legitimate, semi-legitimate???  
And where did they come from and why?  Here is their story as 
related in a 1972 publication of the Kenmore Stamp Company 
of Milford, New Hampshire. 
    When, after more than three centuries of domination over the 
wealthy archipelago of the East Indies—stretching for 3000 miles 
from Sumatra to New Guinea—the Dutch finally granted (?) 
independence in 1945 to the war-born Republic of Indonesia, 
there was one important group of the native population which 
did not wish to be ruled by Indonesia’s founder, Sukarno.  These 
were the Amboinese, living in the southern islands of the Molucca 
Islands, who from the beginning of the Dutch Empire in the 
Far East has distinguished themselves as the most talented, 
industrious, and adaptable to western civilization, of all the 
Malay peoples.  Under the Dutch they had prospered and been 
entrusted with positions of power and influence.  Ignored and 
slighted by Sukarno, they determined to set up their own nation, 
and proclaimed its independence in 1950.  The appeals of the 
South Moluccas for support from the United Nations and 
elsewhere fell on deaf ears, and after three years of struggle 
they were forced to yield to Sukarno’s numerically superior 
forces.  Today, under his successor, President Suharto, the 
South Moluccans have at last been given their rightful place 
of influence and strength in Indonesia’s life. 
   The Dutch flag was first raised over Ambon, the key island 
of the South Moluccas, in 1605 by Steven van der Hagan who 
with his fleet of 13 ships landed and drove out the Portuguese 
who had maintained a trading post there since 1511.  As the 
chief center for growing and exporting cloves, nutmegs and 
other spices then much in demand in Europe, Ambon became 
the commercial hub of the Dutch East Indies; and its people 
grew wealthy and influential as the administrators and factors 
under the Dutch.  In 1952, Ambon was proclaimed capitol of 
the newly formed South Moluccas Republic (Republik Maluku 
Selatan in Malay). 

Fishing boats in the Harbor of Ambon,  

capitol of this short-lived (1950-52) nation in the East Indies.  

   Hoping for support from the United Nations for its aspirations 
of independent nationhood, the South Moluccas issued a set 
of nine stamps, both perforated and imperforated, honoring the 
world organization on its sixth anniversary. 
   On September 14, 1944, U.S. forces under Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur landed in the Moluccas and cleared them of the 
Japanese who had occupied the islands for nearly four years.  
MacArthur thus protected the flank of his re-conquest of the  

Philippines, which began in October 1944.  The South Moluccans 
expressed their gratitude for their liberation from the Japanese 
invaders, by issuing a nine stamp set depicting MacArthur and 
a map of Indonesia, both perforated and imperforated. 

The cover of the Kenmore Stamp Company’s booklet/stamp album. 

The 5r value of the set 

of stamps issued for 

the sixth anniversary 

of the United Nations. 

The 5r value of the set 

of stamps issued to 

honor Gen. MacArthur, 

unperforated variety. 

   There were a number of other sets of stamps issued, most 
depicting flora and fauna of the islands, but included a set of 
three for the 75th anniversary of the UPU, and a set of five 
illustrating the transfer of Governing Authority from the Dutch  
officials to the Amboinese in 1945.   
   One may speculate as to whether-or-not these stamp issues 
will someday gain acceptance, just as the Indonesian stamps 
(Scott 1 - 119) were finally given their legitimacy. 
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Photos of general interest which were used to illustrate the Kenmore Stamp Company’s publication. 

Under Ambon’s searing tropical sun (just south of the equator and west of New Guinea in the Banda Sea), generating nearly daily torrential downpours 

in the afternoons, these South Moluccan ladies find their parasols a necessity no matter when they go for a stroll.  

Idyllic tropical view of shoreline near Ambon Harbor. South Moluccan soldiers who for three years (1950 - 52) upheld their 

nation’s independence against Sukarno’s vastly stronger armed forces.  

The old Dutch fort on 

Ambon, rebuilt in 1775 

on the site of the original 

one built by van der Hagen. 

Amboinese youngsters love fishing just as much as any others in 

the world — and their catch is more colorful than most! 
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Sometimes it isn’t the cover or card or stamp, but the message….. 
 

This is a no-doubt-about-it message on a typical tourist postcard from Lake Tahoe—lovely beach scene with lovely girl in the 
foreground.  A couple champagne? bottles (one empty)  and a glass have been drawn in next to her.  Posted August 1, 1972 and 
addressed to a Mr. Fred Donworth  in San Francisco—the message reads: See the Italian girl on the beach?  What is the Italian 

girl thinking?  Her thinking she has pain on left side!  What else is Italian girl thinking????  If Fred Donworth don’t write he too 

have pain on both sides.  If Mr. Donworth isn’t dead, I’m thinking he has had many children and grandchildren by now.  If you 
are out there Mr. Donworth please contact the editor and let him know that you survived and are alright—and if you jilted her 
stay out of sight, don’t surface because I think she may still be dangerous, even after all these years... 

T he oldest postal relay service in the world was organized 
by Cyrus the Great, ruler of the Persian Empire, in 539BC.  

The Greek historian Herodotus (c484-425 BC) gives a vivid 
description of this system in his Histories:  ʻNothing is more 
expeditious than the method of transmitting messages, invented 
and used by the Persians.  Along each route, at regular intervals 
equal to one day’s journey, were relays of men and horses, 
housed in stations specially set up for the purpose.  Snow, rain, 
cold or darkness could not prevent the messengers carrying on 
their work with the greatest speed.  The first man to arrive passed 
the dispatches to the second, who passed them on to a third, and 
so on, until the dispatches arrived at their destination.  In the 
Persian language these relays were known as angareion.’  
   This was confirmed by the historian Xenophon (430-c350 BC), 
in his Cyropedia, VIII, 6: ʻHere is another invention of Cyrus, 
very helpful in the government of his vast empire, as it brought 
prompt information from every part of his dominions.  Stables 
were set up at intervals equal to the distance which a horse could 
travel in a day without becoming exhausted; each stable had 
horses and grooms to look after them.  He appointed to each station  

an intelligent man who would deliver to one courier the letters 
brought by another; who would provide rest and refreshment for 
the tired couriers and horses, and who would control the finances. 
Moreover, night did not hold back the progress of these messengers; 
a messenger who arrived by day would be replaced by another 
who would travel by night.  They seemed faster than the flight 
of birds.  It is no exaggeration to say that no other men could 
travel more rapidly across the earth.’ 
 

From Stamps: Facts and Feats, by James MacKay, Canopy Books 1982.  

PASSING THE BUCK/THE BUCK STOPS HERE 
 

M ost men in the early west carried a jack knife made by 
the Buck knife company.  When playing poker it was 

common to place one of these Buck knives in front of the dealer 
so that everyone knew who he was.  When it was time for a 
new dealer the deck of cards and the knife were given to the 
new dealer.  If this person didn't want to deal he would "pass 
the buck" to the next player.  If that player accepted then "the 
buck stopped there".  



Show Calendar 
———————  

August 1 - 2 

Vintage Paper Fair 

Hall of Flowers in Golden Gate Park, S.F. 

9th Avenue & Lincoln Way 

Sat 10 - 6, Sun 11 - 5 

——————— 

September 5 - 6 

Great America Stamp Expo 

Napredak Hall, 770 Montague Expressway, San Jose 

Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 4 

———————– 

September 11 - 13 

SEAPEX 

Tukwila Community Center  

12424 42nd Avenue South, Tukwila, Washington 
Fri 10 - 5 , Sat 10 - 5, Sun 10 - 4 
Free Parking - Free Admission 

——————— 

 

AUGUST MEETINGS ARE ON THE 5TH & 19TH 
 

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS ARE ON THE 2ND & 16TH 

Parking 

Grass area with flag  

Main building 

790 Ironwood Drive 

The San Jose Post Card Club meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month (excepting July & August) 

in the Hilltop Manor dining room at 7 pm.   

Visit the SJSC website at: filatelicfiesta.org 

Advertisements 
Members may place an ad here to run for three months unless sold.  Three at a time or as space allows.    

No politically incorrect, risqué, illegal or offensive material accepted.  Editor will edit.  

Russia 3016 MNH S/S                                     Cat 6.50 - 3.50 
 

Russia 3232 MNH S/S                                   Cat 10.00 - 6.00 
 

Russia 3732 - 37 Set of 5 & S/S                       Cat 5.00 - 3.50 
 

Russia 4248 - 51 Set of 3 & S/S  MNH           Cat 6.05 - 4.00 
 

Russia 4340a. - 42 Set of 2 & S/S MNH           Cat 4.50 - 3.00 
 

Russia 5597 MNH S/S                                     Cat 3.00 - 2.00 
 

Russia 5836a. MNH Joint issue w/USA         Cat 3.00 - 2.00 
 

Russia 5936a. MNH Joint issue w/USA         Cat 2.00 - 1.25 
 

PLEASE NOTE - ALL USED SELF ADHESIVES HAVE ALL GUM REMOVED 
 

All prices plus actual shipping or mailing costs if applicable. 
 

I have many thousands of stamps/sets at 20 to 60% off Scott. Send 

me your want list or call me.  Will e-mail scans. 
 

  Jim Sauer 408.445.2694 ~ hjamessauer@yahoo.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Walt Kransky’s website has changed:  

Many new postcards and philatelic material added including 
checklist additions.           
Website: http:www.thepostcard.com/walt/   
E-mail Walt at wrsky@att.net   
Please use the word “POSTCARD QUERY” in the subject 
line of your e-mail message to avoid spam.  Thank you. 

NEW ISSUE SERVICES:  Japan, China/Taiwan, PRC, 

Hong Kong, Macao, Korea, Singapore and Ireland. 

»» MUCH EXPANDED WORLDWIDE STOCK ««   
E-mail: richard@asiaphilatelics.com  Prompt service and fair 
prices. Visit me at www.asiaphilatelics.com  

Richard Clever 408.238.0894 ~ FAX: 408.238.2539 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

United States Coil Issues 1906-38 Armstrong . . . . . . . 10.00 
 

The Shirley Letters Gently read  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.00 
 

Lighthouse stock book, 15 pages, green color  . . . . . . . 15.00                                            
   

Stamp Counterfeiting,  H.K. Petschel  NEW   Retail  $26.00 - 15.00  
 

Russia 789 - 93 MNH                                    Cat 100.00-80.00  
 

Russia 909 - 10 MNH                                   Cat 125.00 - 100.00 
 

Russia 959 MLH S/S                                     Cat 10.00 - 5.00 
As a SJSC member you may advertise here—so why don’t you? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BUYING STAMPS, COVERS, POST CARDS, POSTAL 

CARDS, DOCUMENTS, AUTOGRAPHS—What have you? 
Douglas Gary, (Serving Collectors since 1950 and Filatelic 
Fiesta Dealer since 1960).  P. O. Box 457, Campbell, CA  95009 
Phone: (408) 274-3939.  E-mail: doug_gary@hotmail.com.   
ASDA, NSDA and APS Dealer Member.   

This is a member service - why not use it? 


