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Welcome	to	March!	First	off,	apologies	for	the	tardiness	of	the	
newsletter	—February	was	extremely	hectic	with	school,	work,	
and	a	new	internship!		Thank	Doug	Gary,	Preston	Chiappa,	
Jim	Sauer,	and	Jim	Steinwinder	for	submitting	articles	for	
future	newsletters.	I	am	very	excited	to	share	these	articles	
with	everyone!	
	 	
All	regular	meeting	attendees	encourage	meeting	attendance	
for	those	of	you	who	do	not	regularly	attend.	Brian	has	been	
successful	in	his	goal	of	having	presentations	at	each	meeting.	
It	is	something	interesting	to	anticipate.		Something	valuable	
has	been	presented	each	time,	even	if	the	designated	topic	
wasn’t	labeled	as	a	specific	interest	for	all.		
	
Based	on	readers’	feedback,	some	minor	changes	to	the	layout	
have	been	made.	Feel	free	to	offer	feedback	and	suggestions!		
The	newsletter	is	for	all	of	you.	

Meeting	Information:	
1st	and	3rd	Wednesday	of	each	month,	7PM	

790	Ironwood	Dr.	San	Jose,	CA	95125	

3rd	floor	of	dining	room	

	

APS	circuit	books	at	each	month,	presentations,	
general	buying,	selling,	trading,	and	much	more!		

	

Mail	correspondents	to:	

P.O.	Box	730993,	San	Jose,	CA	95173	
	
Annual	dues:	Adults/families:	$12	|	Youth:	$6		
Hardcopy	of	newsletter:	$20	
 
	
	

	

	

SJSC 
Established 1927 

Club Show since 1928 
	

APS	Chapter	0264-025791	

A	Note	From:	
The	Editor	

	

San Jose Stamp 
Club Newsletter 

Stamp	News:	
USPS	Rate	Change	

On	February	25th,	the	United	States	Post	Office	announced	
that	they	would	be	lifting	the	exigent	surcharge.	This	news	
comes	after	a	long	battle	with	Congress	to	maintain	the	4.3%	
rate	increase.	This	increase	was	originally	enacted	to	alleviate	
the	dire	financial	situation	of	the	USPS.	On	April	10th	the	new	
postal	rates	will	be	in	effect.	This	controversial	decision	has	
many	concerned	about	the	financial	stability	of	the	USPS;	
Postmaster	General	and	CEO	Megan	J.	Brennan	stated,	
“Removing	the	surcharge	and	reducing	our	prices	is	an	
irrational	outcome	considering	the	Postal	Service’s	precarious	
financial	condition.”	Below	is	a	summary	of	the	new	postal	
rates:	
	

•	Letters	(1	oz.)	47	cents	
•	Letters	additional	ounces	21	cents	

•	Letters	to	all	international	destinations	$1.15	
•	Postcards	34	cents	

•	Commercial	prices	will	also	decrease.	A	complete	listing	of	
the	new	prices,	effective	April	10,	is	available	at	

www.usps.com.	
	
At	least	mailing	your	taxes	this	year	will	be	cheaper!		
	
	
	
	
(Retrieved	from:	http://about.usps.com/news/national-
releases/2016/pr16_009.htm	and	http://www.linns.com/news/postal-
updates/2016/february/cost-of-first-class-letter-to-drop-to-47c-effective-
april-10.html)	
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(Submitted	by	Brian	Jones)	
	
Ed	Laveroni	has	served	as	the	Exhibit	Chairman	for	
Fiesta	for	more	years	than	I	know.	We	all	owe	him	a	
HUGE	round	of	applause	for	his	contributions	to	the	
show.	Without	the	work	he	does,	the	show	doesn’t	
happen.	However,	Ed	is	asking	for	the	opportunity	to	get	
others	more	involved	with	his	responsibilities.	
	
At	the	SJSC	meeting	on	March	2nd,	Bourse	Chairperson	
Wayne	Menuz	visited	as	solicited	for	help	with	Ed’s	
responsibilities.	After	a	lively	exchange,	George	Leslie	
has	agreed	to	look	into	this.		Ed	will	continue	to	mentor	
and	guide	those	helping	out,	but	SJSC	membership	needs	
to	be	taking	the	leadership	role.	George	is	NOT	DOING	
THIS	ALONE!	I	trust	other	members	will	help	out	as	
they	are	able	as	need	arises.	George	and	I	will	meet	with	
Ed	to	map	the	roles	and	responsibilities.		As	things	come	
up,	we	will	be	asking	for	your	help	and	I’m	confident	we	
will	rise	to	the	occasion.	
	
EVERYONE	who	is	a	member	of	the	SJSC	should	
consider	helping	out	in	some	way	with	Fiesta	is	part	of	
being	a	club	member.	Just	paying	dues	isn’t	enough.	No	
matter	what	your	physical	condition,	work,	or	philatelic	
experience	level,	we	will	find	something	that	fits	each	
individual	need.	More	details	will	be	coming	out	in	the	
coming	months	about	needed	help.	
	
Lastly,	be	certain	to	join	the	club	meeting	on	April	6th,	

Important	Reminders!	
	
Annual	Dues:	
Please	pay	your	dues!	Thank	you	to	those	who	have	
paid.	$20/year	for	a	printed	newsletter,	$12/year	to	
receive	e-newsletter.	Thank	you!	
	
Club	T-Shirts:		
I	am	excited	to	report	that	we	will	be	ordering	more	t-
shirts.	Please	contact	David	O.	for	pricing	information	
and	size	requests.	Be	sure	to	order	a	fresh	t-shirt	to	
represent	SJSC	at	upcoming	events!	

Important	Update:	
Filatelic	Fiesta	2016	

(Submitted	by	Preston	Chiappa)	
	
We	have	heard	of	Dead	Countries	that	no	longer	exist	
such	as	Yugoslavia	and	the	USSR.		There	are	hundreds	of	
these	Dead	Countries.		But	what	about	Dead	Stamps	–	
stamps	that	depict	monuments	and	natural	features	that	
no	longer	exist.	
	
Here	are	a	couple	of	Dead	Stamps:	
	
The	Old	Man	of	the	Mountains	Stamp	
	
Issued	on	June	21,	1955	in	Franconia,	NH,	this	stamp	

features	the	Old	Man	of	the	
Mountain,	a	40	foot	natural	
granite	structure	on	a	high	cliff	in	
New	Hampshire.			
The	Old	Man	of	the	Mountain	is	
one	of	New	Hampshire’s	most	
iconic	landmarks.		This	stamp	
commemorates	the	150th	
anniversary	of	its	discovery	in	
1805.		Composed	of	five	different	
granite	cliff	ledges,	the	rugged	
profile	appears	when	they	are	

viewed	from	just	the	right	angle.		The	Old	Man	of	the	
Mountains	has	been	mentioned	in	many	historical	
documents	going	back	centuries.		Nathaniel	Hawthorn,	
the	famous	American	writer,	wrote	“The	Great	Stone	Face”	
that	was	inspired	by	the	landmark.		Daniel	Webster,	the	
famous	statesman	wrote,	“Men	hang	out	their	signs	
indicative	of	their	respective	trades;	shoe	makers	hang	out	
a	gigantic	shoe;	jewelers	a	monster	watch,	and	the	dentist	
hangs	out	a	golden	tooth;	but	up	in	the	Mountains	of	New	
Hampshire,	Gold	Almighty	has	hang	out	a	sign	to	show	
that	there	he	makes	men.”			The	Old	Man	was	also	
featured	on	the	New	Hampshire	state	quarter	that	was	
released	in	2000.	
	
Alas,	the	Old	Man	of	the	Mountain	is	no	more.		In	2003,	
the	landmark	collapsed	due	to	the	constant	freezing	and	
thawing	of	the	stones	over	the	years.		A	variety	of	
proposals	have	been	made	to	reconstruct	the	Old	Man	or	
to	build	a	memorial	at	the	site.		It	was	decided	to	build	an	
Old	Man	of	the	Mountain	memorial	and	construction	
began	in	2010.		This	will	feature	a	number	of	exhibits	
covering	the	history	of	the	landmark.	
	
From:	
http://usstampstories.com/us-

Dead	Countries	
Dead	Stamps	

Continued	on	page	 3	
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The	Western	Philatelic	Library	commemorated	their	
reopening	on	Saturday,	February	6th.	In	order	to	raise	
money	all	books	were	sold	at	50%	off	and	WESTPEX	
matched	the	proceeds	raised.	The	SJSC	showed	up	to	
support	our	local	philatelic	community,	and	of	course	to	
hunt	for	invaluable	literature!	The	event	went	incredibly	
well,	raising	over	$6,000!	
	
Now	that	the	library	is	open,	I	encourage	you	to	seek	
knowledge	about	your	area	of	collection.	Below	is	some	
information	from	the	WPL’s	website	on	checking	out	
materials:	

! Materials	of	Western	Philatelic	Library	can	be	
checked	out	for	a	period	of	two	weeks.	Western	
Philatelic	Library	has	an	on-site	electronic	catalog	
of	its	materials.		

! Interlibrary	loans	are	also	available.	
! For	books	and	periodicals	that	do	not	circulate,	

volunteer	philatelists	will	gladly	do	the	preliminary	
research	for	you	and	copy	whatever	pages	you	want	
(but	not	entire	books).		This	research	service	is	
available	whether	or	not	you	wish	to	check	out	any	
books,	and	many	philatelists	and	writers	take	
advantage	of	this	service.			

! Our	library	is	open	to	the	public,	and	you	need	not	
be	a	Member	to	borrow	from	the	circulating	
collection,	request	assistance	on	research,	or	to	

Trivia:	

Interesting	Addresses	

SJSC	Supports	Grand	Opening:	

Western	Philatelic	Library	

(Question	submitted	by	Doug	Gary)	
	
Below	is	a	picture	of	an	interesting	address.	Does	anyone	
know	whom	this	was	addressed	to?	The	first	person	(except	
Doug!)	to	answer	correctly	will	win	a	prize	at	the	next	
meeting.	This	means	if	you	win	you	need	to	attend	our	
meeting!	The	image	is	small	but	I	will	e-mail	a	larger	image.		

The	new	address	is:		
3004	Spring	Street,	Redwood	City,	94063	
	
(Retrieved	from:	http://www.fwpl.org/borrow.htm)	
	

Dead	Countries	Dead	Stamps	(continued)	
	
Mount	McKinley	

Alas	Mount	McKinley	is	no	
more.		The	mountain	is	stall	
there	but	President	Barack	
Obama	changed	the	name	of	
North	America's	tallest	
mountain	peak	from	Mount	
McKinley	to	Denali.	

Scott#	C137	
	

	
Mount	McKinley	is	also	on	Scott	“800,	1454,	and	3562	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Scott#	800	 	 	 	 Scott#	1454	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Scott#	3562	
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Exhibiting	is	one	of	the	greatest	things	about	philately.	
Exhibits	give	us	the	opportunity	to	see	material	that	would	
otherwise	be	hidden	away	in	vaults,	binders,	and	albums	only	
seen	by	a	few.	The	research	exhibitors	do	gives	us	so	much	
history	and	documentation	about	the	movement	of	mail	over	
the	centuries	is	invaluable.	An	incredible	amount	of	history	
about	stamps	is	recorded	as	a	result	of	exhibiting.	
	
One	of	keystones	of	exhibiting	is	the	competition	for	top	
awards.	The	goal	to	earn	a	gold	ribbon	and	possibility	of	a	
“Grand	Award”	at	a	World	Series	of	Philately	show	(like	
Filatelic	Fiesta	or	WESTPEX)	spurs	a	depth	of	research	and	
quality	of	display	that	makes	exhibits	compelling.		
	
In	my	experience	in	the	philatelic	world	over	the	past	10	
years,	I’ve	always	had	100%	confidence	that	judging	is	fair	and	
impartial.	Naturally,	I’ve	disagreed	with	judges	about	certain	
points.	I	think	we	all	had	different	opinions	about	who	should	
win	the	Oscar	or	who	is	top	dog	at	an	event.	Nevertheless,	
judges	are	trained	and	qualified.	
	
However,	it	is	my	opinion	that	exhibiting	has	become	so	
scholarly	and	competitive	that	it	has	intimated	many	
collectors	from	ever	trying	to	exhibit.	I	know	when	I’ve	seen	
exhibits	of	exceptionally	rare	and	exotic	stamps	win	gold	and	
Grand	Awards	that	I’ve	thought	there	is	zero	point	in	my	ever	
creating	an	exhibit	with	my	modest	material	as	I	cannot	
compete	with	exhibits	that	represent	hundreds	of	thousands	
if	not	millions	of	dollars.		
	
While	I	know	that	not	ever	gold	medal	winner	has	spent	huge	
sums	on	their	collection,	it	does	appear	that	rare	and	
expensive	material	helps	a	lot	in	earning	high	rewards.	I	have	
no	doubt	some	will	challenge	this	assertion,	but	it	is	my	
honest	personal	opinion.	I	believe	this	is	backed	up	by	how	
hard	it	is	to	get	collectors	to	exhibit.		
	
 

A	Word	From	

Our	President	

Brian	Jones	
President	
408.300.3377	

	bfj39@yahoo.com	
	

David	Occhipinti	
Vice	President	
408.723.0122	

	
Stanley	Flowerdew	

Secretary	
408.378.5550	

sflowerdew@earthlink.net	
	

Richard	Clever	
Treasurer	

408.238.0893	
asiaphil@concetric.net	

	
Jessica	Rodríguex		
Newsletter	Editor	

408.656.0623	
jrodriguex@me.com	

	
Jim	Steinwinder	

	Webmaster	
408.644.4090	

	callcps@aol.com	
	

James	Sauer	
President/Editor	Emeritus	

408.445.2694	
hjamessauer@yahoo.com	

	

2016 Officers 
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Foxborough	Regional	Charter	School:	
Holocaust	Stamp	Project	

SJSC	Work	Party:		
Donation	Processing	

(Submitted	by	Jim	Steinwinder)	
	
Begun in 2009, the Holocaust Stamps Project is a component 
of community service learning (CSL), at FRCS. It is a unique 
educational initiative that provides opportunities for students 
to gain a deeper understanding of how important it is to 
demonstrate acceptance, tolerance, and respect for diversity in 
their own daily lives. 
 
The goal is to collect 11,000,000 postage stamps as a way to 
symbolically honor every victim of the Holocaust. Students 
and community volunteers trim and count the thousands of 
stamps that arrive daily from across the country and the world. 
The wide range of themes depicted – people, world history, 
places, flora and fauna, inventions, ideas, and values – leads to 
discussions about what makes our diverse world so special. 
 
Eleven million is an unfathomable number. One and a half 
million were children. Six million were European Jews. An 
additional five million people were killed for being “different” 
or resisting the seemingly endless acts of disrespect, prejudice, 
discrimination, and cruelty by Adolf Hitler and the Nazi 
regime during World War II. 
 
Students at the Kindergarten to grade 12 Foxborough Regional 
Charter School in Foxboro, Massachusetts are collecting 
cancelled postage stamps. To help them gain an understanding 
of the significance of that many people having had their lives 
taken. They are collecting and counting one stamp, one life, at 
a time. 
 
Participants in the project are learning about how one man’s 
intolerance and prejudice resulted in the annihilation of so 
many innocent victims from 21 European countries.  Their 
study of this period in world history has revealed that the 
dangers of discrimination and bullying are self-evident. 
 
The project has received major support from the Spellman 
Museum of Stamps and Postal History in Weston 
Massachusetts, along with many other individual donors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A complete description of the program can be found at: 
www.foxboroughrcs.org/students-families/frcs-holocaust-
stamp-project/ 

(Submitted	by	Brian	Jones)	
	
On	Sunday	February	21st,	a	work	party	was	held	in	my	
dining	room.	A	BIG	thank-you	to	everyone	who	came!		
	
The	club	has	received	a	great	surge	of	donations	
recently	and	they	are	really	piling	up.	However,	they	
do	nobody	any	good	if	they	just	sit	in	my	office.		
	
We	made	great	progress	on	clearing	out	several	old	
albums	and	sorting	stamps	into	our	bins.	There	are	
some	great	stamps	in	these	donations	and	the	work	
parties	are	great	way	to	see	what	is	there.	You	may	
even	find	some	stamps	for	your	own	collection.		
	
Some	really	amazing	material	gets	donated	and	these	
sessions	are	a	chance	to	see	what	I’m	talking	about.	
Make	an	offer	if	you	want	to	add	any	these	items	to	
your	collection.		
	
There	is	still	a	LOT	of	material	to	go	through,	so	there	
will	be	more	work	parties	scheduled	in	the	near	future.	
I	look	forward	to	seeing	you	at	the	next	work	party.			

	

Do	you	have	a	submission	for	an	upcoming	
newsletter?	Please	e-mail	me	at	jrodriguex@me.com!	
	
Please	include	“SJSC”	in	the	subject	field.	This	will	
ensure	I	read	the	e-mail	in	the	event	that	it	is	sent	to	
‘junk.’		
	
All	content	received	will	be	published	as	written.	I	will	
correct	minor	punctuation	as	found,	but	do	not	want	
to	be	responsible	for	edits	that	may	change	the	
meaning	of	your	article.		IF	you	would	like	me	to	edit,	
please	send	me	an	email	request	'proof	and	edit'.			
	
Thank	you	in	advance!	
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A	Word	from	Our	President	(continued)	

	

Have You 
Bookmarked 

SJSC Web 
Pages? 

Official	Club	Website:	

2	

3	

Every	stamp	show’s	exhibit	chairman	in	the	country	struggles	to	
fill	the	frames	for	their	show.	As	many	of	the	older	collectors	
retire	from	exhibiting	there	has	been	a	severe	shortage	of	
younger	collectors	building	exhibits	to	take	their	place.	I	believe	
a	big	part	of	that	is	the	intimidatingly	high	barrier	to	entry.	
Therefore,	if	we	want	more	collectors	to	exhibit,	we	need	to	start	
doing	things	a	little	different.	
	
An	injection	of	fun	and	creativity	would	give	exhibiting	a	real	
boost.	Let’s	get	collectors	started	with	exhibits	that	show	
subjects	that	are	fun	and	expressive	and	not	necessarily	too	
scholarly.	Allowing	the	use	of	12”x12”	scrapbook	paper	would	
inject	some	color	and	eye	appeal	as	well	as	the	larger	size	being	
well	suited	for	mounting	covers.	Mixing	genealogy	and	philately	
could	yield	some	interesting	exhibits.	I’m	planning	my	first	
exhibit	to	be	trying	intermix	my	father’s	family	history	in	the	
town	of	Lisbon	NY	with	philatelic	items.		
	
A	new	methodology	of	judging	will	be	needed	to	accompany	this	
new	generation	of	exhibiting.	Perhaps	there	needs	to	be	two	
classes	of	judging:	traditional	and	creative.	Things	like	the	best	
use	of	color	and	creativity	would	be	considerations	for	creative	
exhibits.	
	
As	a	new	generation	of	exhibitors	is	created,	it	is	reasonable	to	
expect	that	some	will	progress	and	want	to	move	into	more	
traditional	exhibits	and	keep	this	great	tradition	alive.	Philately	
can	thrive	and	is	capable	of	significant	growth	with	the	
acceptance	of	some	new	ideas.	The	alternative	is	live	down	to	the	
idea	that	this	is	a	dyeing	hobby	for	old	people	just	putting	funny	
little	scraps	of	paper	in	a	dusty	old	album.	
	
To	take	action	on	this	idea,	I	invite	everyone	in	the	club	who	has	
not	exhibited	before	to	join	the	club	challenge	to	create	a	single	
frame	exhibit	to	show	at	Fiesta’16.	The	second	half	of	this	
challenge	is	to	ask	those	who	have	exhibiting	to	mentor	us	
beginners.	Who’s	up	for	this?	Ready	to	exhibit?	Ready	to	
mentor?		
	

-Brian 

1	

(http://www.stampworld.com/fi/profi
les/pages/?page=page_2&user=112600)	

(https://sanjosesc.wordpress.com)	

Stamp	World:	

Facebook:	

(https://www.facebook.com/San-Jose-
Stamp-Club-1721624398059089/)	

Don’t miss any 
club news! 

Everything is on 
our web pages! 
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! March	2:	SJSC	Club	Meeting	
Hilltop	Manor,	790	Ironwood	Dr.	San	Jose,	95125,	7PM	

! March	5-6:	3	Dealer	Stamp	Show	(Gary	Hoeker,	David	
Cobb	(Newport	Harbor),	Tom	Kinberg	(Stamp	Art)	
Country	Inn	&	Suites	By	Carlson,	1300	Chesapeake	Terrace,	Sunnyvale,	CA	94089	

Sat.	10-6,	Sun.	10-4	
! March	12-13:	FRESPEX	Stamp	Show	

Rex	Phebus	Veterans	Memorial	Building,	453	Hughes	Ave.	Clovis,	93612	
Sat.	10-6,	Sun.	10-4,	free	admission,	free	parking,	door	prizes	

! March	13:	Daylight	savings	
Change	your	clocks	so	you’re	not	late	to	our	next	meeting!	

! March	16:	SJSC	Club	Meeting	
	Hilltop	Manor,	790	Ironwood	Dr.	San	Jose,	95125m,	7PM	

! March	17:	St.	Patrick’s	Day	

Save	the	Dates!	

LoremIpsumDolor	

	


