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2018 Club Officers 
President 

Brian Jones ………………..  408 927 6861 

Bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

David Occhipinti …………   408 723 0122 

 

Secretary 

Stan Flowerdew …………..  408 378 5550 

sflowerdew@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer 

Richard Clever …………   408 238 0893 

richard@asiaphilatelics.com 

 

Webmaster/Newsletter 

Jim Steinwinder ………..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

Blog 

Ron Biell ……………….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net   

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 

Chairwoman/Awards Chair 

Jessica Rodriguez …..   408 656 0623 

 

Bourse Chairman 

George Leslie ………   408 923 4650 

 

Exhibits Chairman 

Nestor Nunez ……….   415 290 3044 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 
www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

  Club on Facebook 

Happy New Year! 

 

                                 

 

The old year is out with lots of fond memories of all our various 

accomplishments.  The club added new members, had another good 

Filatelic Fiesta, had a fun summer picnic and Christmas party, started a 

blog, restarted the newsletter and conducted successful outreach and 

promotion of philately at various venues.  

 

2017 is going to be a tough act to follow, but as a club I think we can and 

will have a better 2018.  With all of our combined knowledge and 

experience with philately and life in general, there is no reason we can’t 

improve on 2017. 

 

          

 

Starting with the newsletter, I am adding some technical articles.  The 

first article of a 3 part series is on Repaired Stamps and is in this issue of 

the newsletter.  In February and March will be articles on Regummed 

Stamps and Reperfed Stamps.  If there is anything you would like to see 

in the newsletter, let me know.  Remember, this is a CLUB newsletter 

and suggestions are always welcome. 

 

Continued on next page  

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
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Continued from page 1 

 

The club website is in good shape.  The website has 

all the newsletters and meeting minutes.  The 

calendar is updated all year long and current 2+ 

months in advance.  You can print a membership 

application, if you need, along with the by-laws.  

Photographs from all the events involving the club 

are on the website.  A schedule of presentations is 

available. Contact information is available and kept 

current.  This is a CLUB website.  If anything is 

missing or something else is desired, let me know. 

 

The blog was new in 2017 and still developing.  

George Leslie posted the first blog entry about 

“Disposing of a Stamp Collection”.  A good subject 

for collectors and non-collectors alike. The blog will 

only work if we keep the content engaging and 

relevant.  Unlike the website, the blog is for 2-way 

conversations.  Give non-members interested in the 

content a reason to respond, and perhaps, go further 

and investigate the club and join.  
 

 

  

Presentations were great in 2017.  Let’s keep the 

trend going for 2018.  I would encourage all the 

members to consider doing presentations.  Since we 

have such a diverse set of collecting interests in the 

club, it’s nice to hear about another member’s area of 

focus.   

The club has been very sucessful when it comes to 

donations.  As such, we have a huge backlog of 

stamps that need sorted and catalogued.  I think we 

should set a goal in 2018 to solve this problem.  Brian 

(and David Occhipinti) take the time to meet with the 

donors and receive the donations.  Brian then 

provides his home to house the donations along with 

work space to sort and catalog.  The least we can do 

as members of the club is participate in the  work 

sessions and bring this problem under control.  

Getting the donations processed provides sale and 

auction items for Filatelic Fiesta, re-supplys stamps 

used in the youth programs and provides club 

members an oppurtunity to add to their collections.  

It’s always fun to spend time working with other club 

members.  

 

 
 

In closing, the only way a club like the San Jose 

Stamp Club suceeds is when all the members 

contibute in some way.  Every club member is 

valuble and has experience and talents they can draw 

on to help the club grow and succeed.  Every 

contribution, small or large, helps.  Think about what 

you can do to help the club improve. 

    

2017 was a good year.  Let’s make 2018 even better. 

 

       

__________________________________________ 
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Learning the Three R's Part One - Repaired Stamps 

By Peter Mosiondz, Jr.  

Supply and demand are but two of the chief 

ingredients to a stamp’s value. The condition of the 

stamp, including its grade, is perhaps the most 

important factor. 

 

When you encounter a stamp (like this U.S. No. 523) that looks as good 

as this, some alarm bells should go off. Has it been repaired, regummed 

or in any other way improved? PSE grades this XF/Sup 95J. (Courtesy 
Gary Posner, Inc.) 

We are not speaking here of those ultra rare or unique 

items which can only be found in a somewhat 

inferior condition. On certain issues, a collector 

seeking a sound, very fine or better example might 

have a very long wait, What concerns us are the 

stamps that we all seek to fill those empty album 

spaces. 

In this three-part mini-series we’ll briefly address 

those three R’s: Repaired, Regummed and 

Reperforated stamps. Let’s begin by talking about 

some of those repaired stamps and how to detect 

them. 

One type of stamp that we come in contact with quite 

frequently is the thinned stamp and the thinned stamp 

that has been repaired. A thinned stamp is one that is 

missing some paper from its back, perhaps just the 

size of a pinhead.  

This results in the affected area being somewhat 

thinner than the rest of the stamp’s paper. A damage 

of this sort is most commonly caused by an improper 

hinge removal. 

A thin on the back of the stamp cannot usually be 

observed from the face side.  One way to check for a 

thin is to hold the back of the stamp to a light source. 

An area that shows more translucency than other 

areas of the paper will most likely be a thinned area. 

This method works only when there is an obvious 

thin. It will not pick up a shallow or minute thin. The 

best method for determining if your stamp is thinned 

is to place it face down in a black watermark tray and 

spread some watermark fluid over the stamp. This 

procedure will reveal the thin to be a dark patch. 

Removing the stamp from the tray and placing it on 

your drying surface will further reveal the thinned 

area to be a white patch for about a second. This is 

the result of the thinner paper drying more quickly 

that the sound areas. If in doubt, repeat the  

process. 

Now that we know how to detect a thinned stamp, 

let’s see how to identify a repaired thin. 

A thin is commonly repaired by adding a pulp-like 

solution to the thinned area of the back of the stamp. 

When this mixture has completely dried, the stamp is 

then brushed or sanded very gingerly until the 

affected area is as level as the rest of the stamp. 

Dipping is again used to detect this chicanery. The 

stamp when covered with fluid will show the 

repaired area to be much lighter as it takes longer for 

the fluid to absorb. Pass on the purchase of such a 

stamp unless you choose to purchase such an 

example at a greatly reduced price. Keep in mind that 

most dealers will not pay very much, in relation to 

Catalogue value, for a damaged stamp. 

Other areas of concern are creased and torn stamps. 

Sometimes these can be observed with the naked eye 

or 5x or 10x magnification. Often times a very small 

crease or tear will go undetected. The easy solution, 

once again, is dipping in watermark fluid. 

Continued on next page 
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Repaired Stamps continued… 

A tear will appear as a slightly irregular, dark line 

that begins at one edge of the stamp and travels into 

the body of the stamp. A crease, on the other hand, 

will show up in fluid as a dark, somewhat straight 

line that travels from one edge of the stamp to the 

opposite edge. If you do suspect a crease, look very 

carefully at the dipped stamp. A slight crease or a 

pressed-out crease will appear much lighter than a 

heavier crease. As with the thins, if in doubt dip 

again. 

One not so obviously detected repair is the expert 

rebacking of a stamp. This is a major undertaking by 

the faker and will normally be found only on those 

rare or expensive stamps. The most efficient way to 

detect a rebacked stamp is by filling your watermark 

tray with fluid and placing the stamp in it face down. 

Unlike a normal stamp that will absorb the fluid very 

quickly and turn black in an instant, a rebacked stamp 

will start out by staying “white” and only slowly 

darkening from edge to center. 

A rebacked stamp is almost always Reperforated and 

we’’ discuss the detection of reperforated stamps in 

Part 3 of our talks. Next time out we’ll discuss the 

regumming of stamps.  

________________________________________________ 

Remember the Dates! 

 

Jan 3           San Jose Stamp Club Meeting 

Jan 6-7        Sacramento Stamp Fair*  

Jan 6-7        Vintage Paper Fair (San Francisco) 

Jan 17         San Jose Stamp Club Meeting 

Jan 20-21    Great American Stamp Show*  

Jan 27-28    El Dorado Gold Rush Paper Show 

 

*The Sacramento Stamp Fair and The Great American 

Stamp Show are both organized and run by SJSC 

member Chris Clemens.  Let’s show the support and 

attend or work reception at one of these shows.    

         

 Martin Luther King Day                                          

 

                     

Martin Luther King Jr. Day (officially Birthday 

of Martin Luther King, Jr.) is an American federal 

holiday marking the birthday of Martin Luther King 

Jr. It is observed on the third Monday of January each 

year, which is around King's birthday, January 15. 

The holiday is similar to holidays set under the 

Uniform Monday Holiday Act. 

King was the chief spokesman for nonviolent 

activism in the Civil Rights Movement, which 

successfully protested racial discrimination in 

federal and state law. The campaign for a federal 

holiday in King's honor began soon after his 

assassination in 1968. President Ronald Reagan 

signed the holiday into law in 1983, and it was first 

observed three years later. At first, some states 

resisted observing the holiday as such, giving it 

alternative names or combining it with other 

holidays. It was officially observed in all 50 states for 

the first time in 2000. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Monday_Holiday_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonviolence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American_Civil_Rights_Movement_(1954%E2%80%931968)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassination_of_Martin_Luther_King_Jr.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ronald_Reagan
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 How to Prepare for a Visit to a Stamp Show 

 

Assuming you are a collector, review and copy your 

want list into a simple easy-to-carry and easy-to-read 

format, and BRING it with you. There’s nothing 

worse than being at show surrounded by millions of 

stamps and not knowing what you would like to buy. 

Be sure to bring any other collecting tools you’ll 

need, and a couple of pens (they get lost) to scratch 

off your purchases. 

 

Check to see what exhibits will capture your interest. 

You might be able to do this ahead of time if exhibit 

titles and descriptions are available through the 

show’s website or exhibit committee. Or, check the 

program as soon as you arrive. 

 

For a very large show, such as StampShow 

sponsored by the American Philatelic Society, check 

the official website ahead of time to learn of special 

events, workshops, or meetings you might be 

interested in. 

If you specialize in specific areas, you might be able 

to obtain a dealer’s list ahead of time to see if dealers 

specializing in those areas will be on hand. If that is 

not possible, ask at the registration desk or speak to 

the bourse chair, who might be able to guide you. 

 

If you are new to collecting and attending a big show, 

like an international or national show, take a deep 

breath and don’t get overwhelmed. There should be 

a show program. Look it over carefully to match your 

interests with workshops, exhibits, meetings, dealers, 

and special events. 

For a schedule of stamp shows taking place in your 

area you can visit the APS’s calendar of events 

online and search by date or location. 

http://blog.stamps.org/2017/01/24/how-to-prepare-for-a-visit-to-a-stamp-show/
http://stamps.org/
http://stamps.org/Show-Calendar
http://stamps.org/Show-Calendar
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Royal Mail Unveils a New Set of Star Wars Stamps for New Movie 

 

The Star Wars universe will expand with another 

film in December and Great Britain’s Royal Mail is 

celebrating with eight new special stamps based on 

the epic sci-fi movie series. 

The Star Wars Droids and Aliens will mark the 

release of Star Wars: Episode VIII, The Last Jedi, 

which will hit U.S. theaters on December 15. The 

stamps will go on sale October 12. 

This is Royal Mail’s second blockbuster issue for the 

Star Wars realm, whose first movie — Star Wars, 

Episode IV, A New Hope — was released in 1977. In 

2015, Royal Mail issued 12 similarly designed 

stamps from the earlier six Star Wars movies, 

including Darth Vader, Yoda, Luke Skywalker, Han 

Solo, and Princess Leia. 

 

Like the futuristic space-age wizardry of the Star 

Wars films, the new stamps are meant to be fun and 

filled with some extra features. The stamps are 

illustrated by British artist Malcolm Tween, who also 

designed the Star Wars set issued in 2015. 

The stamps feature images of droids and aliens that 

have appeared in the iconic film series and feature a 

mix of new and classic characters: aliens Maz 

Kanata; Chewbacca; Supreme Leader Snoke; Porgs; 

and droids BB-8; R2-D2; C-3PO; and K-2SO. 

The droid stamps include design features that 

become visible only under a UV light. The style of 

the “1st” value on each of the stamps replicates the 

iconic font used for the films. 

Each stamp also features a scene created by Tween 

especially for the stamps that includes the hero 

character as well as an iconic spaceship or vehicle. 

The stamps celebrate the British expertise behind the 

Star Wars films as each episode was made with a 

large British cast and crew. 

Aliens are non-human species who live alongside 

humans, speaking either human languages or 

languages of their own. Many aliens have distinctive 

anatomies, from the tall, hair-covered Wookiees, 

such as Chewbacca, to the diminutively shaped, 

short-sighted Maz Kanata. 

Droids are everywhere in the galaxy. First developed 

in the distant past, they assist humans and aliens in 

every way, from flying spaceships and providing 

power to spreading war and terror. Most droids speak 

only in electronic sounds to other droids and have 

their memory wiped when passed to a new owner. 

However, some droids escape memory wipes and can 

appear to develop personalities of their own and even 

form bonds with their owners. 

Star Wars creator George Lucas envisioned the 

movie series from the start follow space-dwelling 

characters, their ancestors and descendants in a series 

of three triologies.  The final film in the original set 

of trilogies, simply called Episode IX for now, is due 

to be released in 2019. 

__________________________________________ 

 

http://blog.stamps.org/2017/09/05/royal-mail-star-wars/
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USPS Board of Governors Gets First 

Nominations after being Vacant for 

a Year 

 

WASHINGTON, DC – On Monday, President 

Donald Trump made his first nominations to the 

United States Postal Service Board of Governors, 

which has been vacant since December 2016. 

Nominees Robert Duncan, Calvin Tucker, and David 

Williams hope to join the Board, which is 

responsible for implementing an array of postal 

policies, including the USPS budget and long-term 

planning, according to the USPS website. Governors 

serve seven-year terms and cannot serve more than 

two terms. 

Robert Duncan, a Republican from Kentucky, is a 

former chairman of the Republican National 

Committee (2007-2009) and currently serves as 

chairman of the President’s Commission on White 

House Fellowships. Calvin Tucker is from 

Pennsylvania, and David Williams is from Illinois. 

To take office, the three nominees have to be 

confirmed by the Senate Committee on Homeland 

Security and Governmental Affairs and then by the 

entire Senate. Their confirmation hearings are not yet 

scheduled. 

Postmaster General Megan Brennan welcomed the 

nominations in a statement saying, “The public 

interest and the Postal Service are best served by a 

fully constituted Board made up of well-qualified 

individuals with diverse perspectives and 

experience.” 

USPS contractors have also expressed delight at the 

new nominations. BCC Software, which builds 

software for the USPS, said on their website, “…we 

are hoping for a quick Senate confirmation. It is also 

worth noting that there are open positions on the 

Postal Regulatory Commission as well and the 

potential implications that could have.” The 

Commission is responsible for overseeing postal rate 

changes and has one vacant seat. 

Six nominations are still needed to complete the 

Board of Governors, which has historically been 

comprised of nine members, the Postmaster General, 

and the Deputy Postmaster General. 

It is unclear when further nominations will be made. 

 

==================================== 

+ + +   Dues Time   + + + 

It’s that time of year again for your annual club dues. 

Please pay them in a timely manner so the treasurer 

doesn’t have to harass you for months on end for you 

to pay them. Thanks. 

==================================== 

 

 

Club Blog & Website 

Blog Updates 

No Activity 

Website Updates 

Minutes for the November 15, 2017 SJSC Club 

meeting added to the “Minutes” page. 

Photos added to the “Past Events” page. 

December Newsletter added to “Newsletters” page. 

Updates to the “Presentations” page. 

 

http://blog.stamps.org/2017/11/03/usps-board-of-governors-gets-first-nominations-after-being-vacant-for-a-year/
http://blog.stamps.org/2017/11/03/usps-board-of-governors-gets-first-nominations-after-being-vacant-for-a-year/
http://blog.stamps.org/2017/11/03/usps-board-of-governors-gets-first-nominations-after-being-vacant-for-a-year/
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SJSC Member Profile – Ron Biell 

 

 

 

Ron Biell has been collecting stamps since the 

second grade.  His collections include German 

stamps and postal stationary, Chinese art and music 

topicals, Baltic States, Iceland, the Empress 

Dowager issue of China, and various other topicals, 

such as composers, x-country skiing, Slania, and so 

on.  Ron has been a part time dealer since 1991 and 

attends local club shows regularly.  You can contact 

him via email at eurasiastamps@eurasiastamps.com. 

__________________________________________ 

Presidents Message 

We’ve had a terrific 2017 and can be proud of what 

we’ve accomplished. We have several new 

members, active in a variety of ways, and have a 

solid financial bank account.  

As we are stamp club, one of my major goals for 

the year is to keep improving the philatelic content 

of our meetings. It has improved each of the past 

few years, but there is still room for improvement. 

We’ve discussed at several meetings asking those 

of us who are more experienced collectors host a 

discussion on a philatelic topic.  The goal is a 

discussion that both teaches our less experienced 

members and extends the level of expertise of other 

more senior members. The model I have in mind 

the leader structures the meeting including plenty 

of input from others with expertise in the subject 

matter. Everyone is encouraged to contribute as we 

come from different experience. I hope those of us 

with the knowledge to lead a discussion will pick 

a topic for a meeting. 

Another way we can enhance participation with the 

club is to take advantage of the many donations the 

club has received. Our active youth programs 

continue to draw-in donations of a wide variety of 

material. The primary objective for donated stamps 

is to make them available to young collectors as 

that is a main reason the stamps are given to us. 

However, some of the stamps are of such good 

quality that they are more appropriate in the 

collection of an experienced collector. A recent 

donation of UK material includes a “Penny Black”. 

This is, without a doubt, the most extraordinary 

stamp donated. My proposal is to process these 

donations into a “club inventory” that all members 

can access. We’ll need to set policies and 

procedures so that everyone has fair and equal 

access. I think newer and modestly experienced 

collectors could find this to be a major benefit of 

club membership. We’ll need an increased level of 

participation at the work meetings in my home to 

build this up. I hope to see you at a work meeting 

soon. 

The club continues to work with show promotor, 

and new club member, Chris Clemons for his 

shows at Naperdak Hall. Hosting the registration 

and hospitality table is great way to get our club 

out in front of local stamp collectors. In order to 

continue to grow the club, we need to get our 

message out to the public.  

I’m excited about the future of the San Jose Stamp 

Club. Are you? Either way, I’d love to hear your 

feedback and comments. Everyone’s ideas are 

encouraged and welcome. With some teamwork, 

we can accomplish a lot in 2018. I look forward to 

working with you. 

Regards, 

Brian 

mailto:eurasiastamps@eurasiastamps.com
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San Jose Stamp Club / San Jose Postcard Club 

 Joint Christmas Potluck - December 13, 2017 
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#94 – Scott 1254-1257   1964 Christmas Stamps 

 

 

#93 – Scott 649   1903 25th Anniversary of Flight 

 

 

#92 – Scott 716   1932 Winter Olympic Games 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                     

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                 

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                           

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                 

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers 

Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                       

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, 

Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                              

(India)   

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                        

www.thepostcard.com                                      

Email: wrsky@att.net                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

 


