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the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

San Jose Stamp Club 

Life Expectancy 

As of 2015, the World Health Organization has calculated the average 

life expectancy in America to be 79.3. (81.6 for females, 76.9 for males)  

I have calculated the average age for the active members of the San Jose 

Stamp Club to be 69. 

The club has a problem.  Generally speaking, much of the current 

membership will be gone in 10 years.  For this club to maintain its current 

status, we have to add 2.5 members per year and these new members have 

to be young enough to be here in 10 years.  While adding any new 

member is great, the club needs younger blood with the energy to 

participate in the various activities the club undertakes.  I know how I 

feel after 3 days at Filatelic Fiesta.  It takes a while to recover.  

It can be argued that many will live past the 79.3 life expectancy age the 

World Health Organization has calculated.  But it can also be argued that 

health issues and accidents will take members at any age and the 79.3 life 

expectancy age is valid.  At any rate, the average age is too high for the 

club to survive long term.  With age comes decreased energy and stamina.  

Long hours or carrying heavy boxes at the various events brings other 

problems.  The events the club participates in are important for the club 

and philately in general, but some of the physical requirements belong to 

the young and hiring outside help is not always practical.  Another 

problem is that our member-dealers are not available to help at the 

various shows the club works.     

So, what is the solution?  I think we need to really concentrate on our 

recruiting efforts and increase our membership, with an emphasis on 

younger people.  It would be nice to have more members under 60.  As I 

said before, I welcome any new member.  Older members generally bring 

more experience and make great mentors. But for the health and 

longevity of the club, we must add more people who are not retirement 

age and older.  

I do not intend to predict doom and gloom but I think it is prudent to 

recognize the problem and deal with it now.  Any ideas or suggestions?  

If so, speak up at the meetings.  The problem is not going away on its 

own.  

 

Continued on next page  

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
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Life Expectancy continued… 

Comments from Brian…. 

One activity the club could try is to host a stamp 

show that is targeted to new and beginning 

collectors. A stamp “fair” would have fun exhibits, 

presentations on starting/maintaining a collection, 

“Why join a stamp club or society”?  Perhaps our 

dealer members could set up tables with less 

expensive material. The big challenge will be to get 

this out in the mass media in a way that people know 

about it and take the time to attend.  

While conventional collecting using an album is still 

valid, showing people new and creative ways to 

collect will be key.  For example, showing people 

how scrapbooking pages would bring in more color 

and creativity. The 12” x 12” paper is acid free and 

offers better options to mount and display covers and 

postcards. Judicious use of the decorative elements 

used by scrap bookers allow people to really 

personalize their collection with their own sense of 

creativity. When people see how much fun they can 

have being creative, stamp collecting can start to 

shed the reputation of being boring. 

Another possible venue of enticing new philatelist is 

to show people who are exploring genealogy how to 

preserve and mount family photos, letters and 

postcards. Once they get started using philatelic 

methods to mount photos and family memorabilia, 

some will see how collecting a country important in 

their family heritage would interest them.  We 

already know how collecting a country’s stamps 

teaches one a lot about the history, culture, famous 

people and events, this is often unknown in the 

general public. It is up to us to teach them.  

__________________________________________ 

Remember the dates 

Feb 7          San Jose Stamp Club Meeting 

                                                                                                                    

Feb 21        San Jose Stamp Club Meeting                                 

President’s day 

          

Presidents’ Day, officially Washington’s Birthday, 

in the United States,  holiday (third Monday in 

February) popularly recognized as honoring George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln. The day is 

sometimes understood as a celebration of the 

birthdays and lives of all U.S. presidents. 

The origin of Presidents’ Day lies in the 1880s, when 

the birthday of Washington—commander of the 

Continental Army during the American Revolution 

and the first president of the United States—was first 

celebrated as a federal holiday. In 1968 Congress 

passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Bill, which 

moved a number of federal holidays to Mondays. 

The change was designed to schedule certain 

holidays so that workers had a number of long 

weekends throughout the year, but it has been 

opposed by those who believe that those holidays 

should be celebrated on the dates they actually 

commemorate. During debate on the bill, it was 

proposed that Washington’s Birthday be renamed 

Presidents’ Day to honor the birthdays of both 

Washington (February 22) and Lincoln (February 

12); although Lincoln’s birthday was celebrated in 

many states, it was never an official federal holiday. 

Following much discussion, Congress rejected the 

name change. After the bill went into effect in 1971, 

however, Presidents’ Day became the commonly 

accepted name, due in part to retailers’ use of that 

name to promote sales and the holiday’s proximity to 

Lincoln’s birthday. Presidents’ Day is usually 

marked by public ceremonies in Washington, D.C., 

and throughout the country. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/holiday
https://www.britannica.com/biography/George-Washington
https://www.britannica.com/biography/George-Washington
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham-Lincoln
https://www.britannica.com/event/American-Revolution
https://www.britannica.com/topic/presidency-of-the-United-States-of-America
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorate
https://www.britannica.com/place/Washington-DC
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Valentine’s Day 

           

Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day or the Feast of Saint Valentine, is an annual holiday 

celebrated on February 14. It originated as a Western Christian liturgical feast day honoring one or more early 

saints named Valentinus, and is recognized as a significant cultural and commercial celebration in many regions 

around the world, although it is not a public holiday in any country. 

Several martyrdom stories associated with the various Valentines that were connected to February 14 were added 

to later martyrologies, including a popular hagiographical account of Saint Valentine of Rome which indicated 

he was imprisoned for performing weddings for soldiers who were forbidden to marry and for ministering to 

Christians, who were persecuted under the Roman Empire. According to legend, during his imprisonment, Saint 

Valentine healed the daughter of his jailer, Asterius, and before his execution, he wrote her a letter signed "Your 

Valentine" as a farewell.  

The day first became associated with romantic love within the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century, 

when the tradition of courtly love flourished. In 18th-century England, it evolved into an occasion in which lovers 

expressed their love for each other by presenting flowers, offering confectionery, and sending greeting cards 

(known as "valentines"). In Europe, Saint Valentine's Keys are given to lovers "as a romantic symbol and an 

invitation to unlock the giver’s heart", as well as to children, in order to ward off epilepsy (called Saint Valentine's 

Malady). Valentine's Day symbols that are used today include the heart-shaped outline, doves, and the figure of 

the winged Cupid. Since the 19th century, handwritten valentines have given way to mass-produced greeting 

cards.  

Saint Valentine's Day is an official feast day in the Anglican Communion, as well as in the Lutheran Church. 

Many parts of the Eastern Orthodox Church also celebrate Saint Valentine's Day, albeit on July 6 and July 30, the 

former date in honor of the Roman presbyter Saint Valentine, and the latter date in honor of Hieromartyr 

Valentine, the Bishop of Interamna (modern Terni). 

                   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_liturgy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Valentine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martyrology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagiographical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians_in_the_Roman_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legendary_material_in_Christian_hagiography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Chaucer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtly_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intimate_relationship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confectionery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greeting_card
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Valentine%27s_Key
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epilepsy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_(symbol)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cupid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Communion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/July_6_(Eastern_Orthodox_liturgics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/July_30_(Eastern_Orthodox_liturgics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hieromartyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terni
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Learning the Three R's  Part 2 - Regummed Stamps 

By Peter Mosiondz, Jr. 

Once upon a time it mattered little whether a stamp 

was hinged or not. Collectors also sought unused 

stamps without gum. Little premium was applied 

to a stamp devoid of a hinge mark. 

My, how times have changed!  

Today the prices of some unhinged stamps with 

full original gum can be many multiples of their 

hinged brethren. Thus it is important to be able to 

detect a Regummed stamp. Many regummed 

stamps are done so expertly that even some 

experienced collectors and dealers are occasionally 

fooled. 

To learn how to detect regumming we first have to 

look at the characteristics of original gum as it 

appears on both the flat plate and rotary press 

issues.  

Due to their age and having been exposed to longer 

periods of storage and differences in climate, the 

gum on flat plate printed stamps can vary quite a 

bit from one issue to another. 

On flat plate printings the paper was first 

dampened before being fed into the press. The gum 

was applied while the paper was still damp. During 

the drying process the paper and gum tended to 

shrink somewhat. This resulted in what we know 

as gum creases, gum wrinkles or gum bends. All 

are a natural phenomena with the flat plate process 

and are not considered objectionable by collectors 

or dealers unless in extreme examples which may 

affect the paper’s fibers or be evident from the face 

of the stamp. These gum creases, wrinkles and 

bends run in a diagonal pattern. 

A regummed flat plate stamp will not show creases 

wrinkles or bends, although this is not a fail-safe 

detection method. Many government issued flat 

plate stamps will not show these effects either. 

Checking the texture of the gum on some of your 

common, low-priced flat plate printed stamps is a 

good method in which to familiarize oneself with 

flat plate gum. 

Gum skips are also common on flat plate stamps. 

Often times the faker will attempt to “sweat” the 

original gum of the stamp and spread it to cover the 

“skipped” areas. As with the gum creases, wrinkles 

and bends, natural gum skips are not considered 

objectionable. 

The gumming of rotary press issues is consistently 

superior to that of the flat plate stamps. There are 

a couple of idiosyncrasies to discuss however. 

The application of gum on rotary press stamps can 

often result in gum ridges which are usually the 

result of a stream of applied gum hardening before 

the stamps reach the drying machine. These ridges 

resemble a gum crease but in this instance they run 

in a vertical pattern. Gum breakers are a common 

feature on rotary press stamp issues. These are 

light parallel ridges that occur at regularly spaced 

intervals and run horizontally on the gum side. 

Their intent was to prevent the curling up of the 

paper. 

Now that we are familiar with how the stamps were 

originally produced, let’s talk about regumming 

and how the fakers try to pull a fast one on us. 

Stamps are regummed for three main reasons.  

 

They are;  

   

1. To convert a hinged into an unhinged stamp. 

2. To hide a defect or repair. 

3. To add gum to a stamp that lost its original  

    gum. 

Continued on next page 
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Regummed continued… 

Regummers have become more proficient over the 

years and distinguishing a regummed stamp today 

is more difficult that in the earlier years.  

Still there are a few tell-tale warning signals. 

First, keep in mind that all government issued 

stamps were gummed prior to the stamp having 

been perforated. The regummer must apply his 

gum after the stamp has been perforated. 

Imperforate issues are another matter and some of 

these will be reperforated as well. 

Secondly, the regummer does not have access to 

the gum formula used by the original printer. Thus 

the regummed stamp will have a noted difference 

in its color and texture. An exception would be 

where the regummer soaks off the gum from a 

common stamp of the issue and applies it to 

another of the same issue. 

Keeping a reference file of stamps with known 

original gum can be a very important tool. The gum 

on a 1¢ Columbian will be the same as that of the 

higher denominations. So it goes with the other 

issues. 

When considering a stamp for purchase, examine 

it with a 10x or higher lens. Inspect the perforation 

tips for any gum that may have adhered. The 

perforation holes themselves should be examined 

for any gum that may have spilled over during the 

regumming. These are two signs that the stamp has 

indeed been regummed.   

Also check around the perforation tips for paper 

strands.  It will look like fuzz or hair.  The fuzz or 

hair like paper strands are left after tearing a stamp 

from a sheet.  They will be missing, for the most 

part, on regummed stamps. 

  

        Normal appearance of perforation tips         

 

                           Regummed stamp      

You can also rub your finger very gently along the 

perforation tips. A regummed stamp will most 

often feel very sharp as opposed to the soft feel of 

a genuinely gummed stamp. Use extreme caution 

in this checking method so as not to damage a 

perforation tip. 

These various testing methods along with your 

reference file are important tools in detecting a 

regummed stamp. Remember though that when in 

doubt have the stamp expertized.  
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History of the Graf Zepplin 

The Century of Progress Exposition was a very 

successful World’s Fair held on the shore of Lake 

Michigan in Chicago, Illinois. The fair was originally 

scheduled to run from May 27 to November 12, 1933 

but was reopened from May 26 to October 31, 1934 

due to its popularity. Nearly 50 million visitors 

attended the fair. The arrival of the German dirigible 

Graf Zeppelin was considered a highlight of the 1933 

World’s_Fair.   

 

Named after the German pioneer of airships, Graf 

Ferdinand von Zeppelin, the Graf Zeppelin had a 

long and successful career. The LZ-127 was a large 

rigid airship or dirigible under the command of Dr. 

Hugo Eckener.  

 

Figure 2 is a Roessler cachet used for the Chicago to 

Akron leg of this flight picturing Dr. Hugo Eckener. 

Philatelic (and some commercial) mail played a 

major role in financially supporting the Graf 

Zeppelin.  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 includes a post card of the Graf Zeppelin 

carried on the Akron to Friedrichshafen leg of the 

Century of Progress Flight. Mail from the United 

States was carried on the October 1928 Lakehurst, 

New Jersey to Friedrichshafen, Germany flight 

(referred to as the First Return) and again on the 

August, 1929 Round - the World Flight. A popular 

set of stamps were issued for use on the 1930 Europe 

- Pan America Flight (C13, C14, and C15). The first 

set of United States Graf Zeppelin stamps are shown 

in.figure.4.  

 

 
In honor of the 1933 Century of Progress World’s 

Fair, Eckener proposed a flight to Chicago if the 

United States would issue a special stamp. The 50 

cent Century of Progress Flight stamp (C18) was 

issued and sold in New York (first day October 2), 

Akron (October 4), Washington, D.C. (October 5), 

Miami (October 6), and Chicago (October 7). First 

Day Cover collectors may be interested in obtaining 

covers that were not flown on the airship. 

Continued on next page  
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Graf Zepplin continued  

  

 

 

 

  

 

Roessler New York FDC is shown in figure 5. Flown 

First Day Covers including an Ioor Friedrichshafen to 

Miami, a Linprint Akron to Chicago, and a Fairway 

Chicago to Friedrichshafen are shown in figures 6, 7, 

and 8 respectively. All Washington covers were not 

flown on the Graf Zeppelin. 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

United States mail intended to be dispatched from 

Friedrichshafen was to be postmarked in New York on 

October 2 or 4, but other dates including October 3 

(about 50 known) and October 6 (very few known) 

exist. An October 6 cover is shown in figure 9. Mail 

was then sent to Germany by steamer for the October 

14 start of the flight the airship flew to Brazil (Rio de 

Janeiro and Pernambuco) to Miami and on to Akron. 

On October 26 the Graf Zeppelin traveled to Chicago 

and flew around the fairgrounds and Lake Michigan for 

two hours before landing at the Curtis - Wright Airport. 

It returned to Akron and on October 28, 1933 the Graf 

Zeppelin returned to Europe (Sevilla, Spain and then on 

to Friedrichshafen). A map showing the route of the 

flight is featured on the Smith cachet (used for the 

Miami to Chicago leg) may be found in figure 10. 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Special flight cachets were prepared to give evidence 

that the card or envelope was carried on the flight. Mail 

was accepted from each country where the Graf 

Zeppelin landed as well as from several treaty states. 

Mail with United States postage received both the 

German and U.S. flight cachets. The flown FDC shown 

in figure 6 includes both flight cachets. All mail was 

properly backstamped at the destination city so 

collectors can easily ascertain what leg their covers 

were carried.  

Continued on next page 
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Graf Zepplin continued  

Most United States cards and covers are franked 

using the special 50 cent stamp (C18), but ordinary 

postage was also accepted. The entire Washington 

Bicentennial Set of 1932 was used to pay for postage 

on the Akron to Friedrichshafen cover shown in 

figure.11.  

 

 

The following is a summary of the four dispatch 

cities where United States postage was used, the 

destinations, postmark dates other than the first day 

of that particular city, and the corresponding rates for 

cards or covers: 

Dispatched from Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro 

or Pernambuco (Oct.3,4,or 6) 50¢ 

Dispatched from Friedrichshafen to Miami  (Oct. 3, 

4, or 6) $1.00 

Dispatched from Friedrichshafen to Akron or 

Chicago (Oct. 3,4, or 6) $1.50 

Dispatched from Friedrichshafen to Sevilla or 

Friedrichshafen (Oct. 3,4, or 6) $2.00 

Dispatch from Miami to Akron or Chicago (Oct. 

23) 50¢ 

Dispatch from Miami to Sevilla or Friedrichshafen 

(Oct. 23) 50¢ or $1.00 

Dispatched from Akron to Chicago or Akron (round 

trip) (Oct. 25) 50¢ 

Dispatched from Akron to Friedrichshafen or 

Sevilla (Oct. 28) 50¢ 

Dispatched from Chicago to Akron, 

Friedrichshafen, or Sevilla (Oct. 26) 50¢ 

For the collector of United States covers for this 

flight, there are eighteen different dispatch 

/destination combinations to be acquired. Consider 

that First Day Covers were also carried on this flight 

and that ordinary postage could have been used for 

postage. There were about fifty different printed 

cachets made by dealers and collectors alike. Add all 

this together and you have a flight where many 

interesting covers can be found for your collection. 

Happy hunting! 

__________________________________________ 

Club Blog & Website 

Blog Updates 

No Activity 

Website Updates 

“Past Events” page updated with photos from the 

Great American Stamp Expo at Naperdak. 

Minutes from the 01/03/18 meeting added. 

Updates to the “Presentations” page. 

Minutes from the 12/06/17 meeting added. 

New articles added to “SJSC in Print” page. 

January 2017 Newsletter added. 
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SJSC member wins at SESCAL 

Reprinted - December 2017 American Philatelist. 

Many of our World Series of Philately “national” 

shows include exhibitors from abroad. The October 

Sescal show moved about 50 miles from near the Los 

Angeles International Airport to Ontario, California. 

  

The grand award winner exhibit came from about 

6,000 miles away as Nick Kirke, from the Czech 

Republic, received the multi-frame grand for “The 

Foreign Mail Cancels of New York City; Their 

Progression 1845 to 1877.”  

 

The winner of the George Bennett Memorial Reserve 

Grand Award for the second-best multi-frame 

exhibit came from just a little farther away in New 

Zealand. Congratulations to Ross Marshall for his 

exhibit, “Russian Mail via Austrian Galicia to 

General Postal Union 1874.”  

 

Ed Laveroni, the Sescal single-frame grand award 

winner, only traveled about 375 miles south from the 

Silicon Valley, to show another exhibit of Russian 

area material, “St. Petersburg – Moscow Railway, 

Nikolaevskaya Railway.”  

 

There was a very good showing for the Rossica 

Society of Russian Philately, which had its national 

meeting at the show. 

__________________________________________ 

 

President Trump Targets Postal 

Service in Morning Tweet 

 

Reprinted – APS Blog 

WASHINGTON, DC – This morning, President Trump 

took to Twitter to voice concerns about the United 

States Postal Service. 

He wrote, “Why is the United States Post Office, which 

is losing many billions of dollars a year, while charging 

Amazon and others so little to deliver their packages, 

making Amazon richer and the Post Office dumber and 
poorer? Should be charging MUCH MORE!” 

 

It is unclear if Amazon is the source of the Postal 

Service’s financial troubles because the details of any 

deals between the Postal Service and retail giant are 

confidential, and the financial troubles of the Postal 

Service are often attributed to the requirement that it 

pre-fund its employee’s health insurance benefits and 
to the decreasing volume of first-class mail. 

Continued on next page 

http://blog.stamps.org/2017/12/29/president-trump-targets-postal-service-in-morning-tweet/
http://blog.stamps.org/2017/12/29/president-trump-targets-postal-service-in-morning-tweet/
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President Trump continued… 

According to a Forbes article, shipping industry 

analyst David Vernon “estimated…that Amazon 

pays the USPS $2 per package, which is about half 

of what it would pay United Parcel Service and 

FedEx.” 

The Forbes article noted that Postal Service chief 

financial officer Joseph Corbett “wrote in a post for 

PostalReporter.com in August that the [Postal 

Service] is required by law to charge retailers at least 

enough to cover its delivery costs.” 

In 2013, the Postal Service made an agreement with 

Amazon to deliver packages on Sundays. The Postal 

Service also provides “last-mile” delivery for the 

retailer. 

The Postal Service offered no comment in response 

to the tweet. 

While Congressman Jason Chaffetz (R-UT) 

introduced postal reform legislation in January, 

Congress has made no recent moves to reform the 

Postal Service. 

 

 

 

Presidents Message 

These are very dynamic times here at the SJSC. 

There are some changes coming to the Filatelic 

Fiesta leadership team, but it is too soon to publish 

what all is happening. The club did a great job 

hosting the registration table at the recent show 

hosted by Chris Clemens at Napredak Hall.  I want 

to thank everyone who helped and especially Jim 

Steinwinder and David Ochipinti for working all day 

both days. This is a fantastic way to get our club out 

in front of local stamp collectors without having to 

run the show. As a consequence, please join me in 

welcoming our newest member: Ferdinand Erfe who 

signed up at the show. He collects modern US and 

while I don’t know his age, I’m certain he doesn’t 

have an AARP membership so he will be bringing 

down the average age.  We are also welcoming 

another new member Ash who is a student at De 

Anza College. He is still developing his collecting 

interests and I hope we can mentor him. So, we are 

blessed to have a nice group of younger adults.  

If you read Jim Steinwinder’s editorial, it brought up 

an idea I have for a new event – a “stamp fair”. I’m 

a big believer if one wants change, then it is 

necessary to try some different or new things. The 

goal of this event is to attract new people to the 

hobby by showing the fun of stamp collecting.  We’d 

have tables with demo’s on why, what, and how to 

get started. We can also have tables with stamp bins 

that people look through and buy stamps cheap. We 

can discuss and work out the details of some of the 

tables if we choose to take on this project. I have 

other ideas for this program, but the real challenge is 

marketing this program so non-collectors hear about 

and make the effort to come. I think if we focus on 

fun, we can get a reasonable turn-out. I’m also 

planning to make presentations at a few local senior 

centers, and social clubs. Hosting an event like this 

is new and has the potential to get new club members 

and future attendees at Fiesta. Shall we try this? I’ll 

start looking for an inexpensive venue if we want to 

try this. Marketing this event is key and I think it will 

need to take several approaches.  

Continued on next page 
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Presidents Message continued… 

For example, we’ll want to get in front of as many 

groups as we can to personally promote the event. 

This is key as nothing is as compelling as the 

excitement and enthusiasm of making a personal 

connection. Getting the message out widely will take 

an aggressive internet campaign.  If we go ahead with 

this proposal, I’ll start working on it.  

Since this is new concept, keeping costs to a 

minimum is important.  I think we can do this with 

only modest net expense to club. If we look at this as 

in investment in our own future, it will be worth it. 

I’m hoping our local dealers will want to participate, 

but charging typical bourse fees wouldn’t be 

appropriate. If the club supports this idea, we can 

explore options on how to keep costs down and 

possibly raise some revenue to help defray costs. 

Nevertheless, we should expect this will cost money. 

The important question is if this is a wise investment.  

If we have a “let’s have fun sharing our excitement 

and passion for stamp collecting”, this will come 

through in how we speak to potential guests and 

make the effort worth it.  

To anyone thinking, “here goes Brian with another 

one of his crazy ideas”, yes this is new. I’m not aware 

of anyone doing anything like this before. Yes, I need 

the support of the club to do this and I fully expect to 

be right in the middle of it. Shall we make efforts to 

move forward or live in the past? I hear some long-

time collectors waxing nostalgic about the “good ole 

days” of philately. Rather than pinning for the past, 

lets move forward. I’m open to everyone’s ideas on 

how to make the “stamp fair” a success or other 

ideas.  

Regards, 

Brian  

__________________________________________ 

What can go around the world but stays in a corner?    

Answer: a stamp   

 

SJSC Member Profile – Scott English 

 

The Start of a Collecting Journey 

APS Executive Director Shares His Story 

 An old Chinese proverb reminds us that, “a journey 

of a thousand miles starts under one’s feet.” In my 

case, the journey has been more like 1,180 miles 

from the small town of Trappe, on Maryland’s 

Eastern Shore, to Washington, DC, Columbia, South 

Carolina, and, finally, Bellefonte, Pennsylvania to 

serve as executive director of the American Philatelic 

Society. 

Since that trip to the American Philatelic Center, I 

have travelled nearly 100,000 miles to see firsthand 

what is happening in the hobby and meet with 

collectors all over the country. How and why I came 

to the APS are questions I frequently get asked, so let 

me share a bit.  

Growing up, I had an interest in late 19th- and early 

20th-century U.S. history — reading books about our 

industrialization, the World Wars, and the Cold War 

era. By the time I got to the University of Maryland, 

history was to be a gateway to teaching, writing, or 

research. But, to borrow a line from John Lennon, 

“life is what happens to you while you’re busy 

making other plans.” Before long, I was a husband, 

father, and working in Washington, D.C., but you 

never forget your first love. 

Continued on next page 
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Member Profile continued… 

When I was hired, I was not a stamp collector in the 

traditional sense. Fast forward to today and I’ve reached 

accumulator status, primarily of Cuban material from the 

Republic era. My interest in Cuba comes from my time in 

Washington, DC where I worked on foreign policy issues 

and specifically with Cuba, so the stamps reconnected me 

to that work. 

Looking back, I realized the first meaningful piece in my 

collection is actually postal history. Thirty years ago, I 

had a teacher send a note of thanks to my parents for the 

work I was doing in school. Those words of 

encouragement had great meaning to me, setting me on 

the course to attend college and on to the adventures of 

politics. I carry that envelope with me to this very day.  

So, if I wasn’t a stamp collector, why come to the APS? 

We all have some degree of accumulator/collector in us, 

it’s the what that is the difference. My collecting passion 

is music, especially vinyl records and albums. I had a 

budding on-air career in high school and college, but I 

realized it was better as a hobby than a job. The next 25 

years offered me some insight into policy-making, 

politics, and the overall sense of our country.  

In 2009, I was the Chief of Staff to South Carolina 

Governor Mark Sanford, who made “hiking the 

Appalachian Trail” infamous, even now. From then until 

the end of his Administration, I worked to hold together 

the remains of a once promising political career so that he 

could leave office when he was supposed to leave. That 

work evolved into his election back to the U.S. House of 

Representatives in a special election in 2013, called “one 

of the greatest political comebacks of all time” by The 

Washington Post. 

Stamp collecting and the APS deserve that sort of 

comeback too. Today, the average American spends ten 

hours in front of a screen of some sort, whether it’s a 

television, computer, smartphone or tablet. We have more 

information flying at us than ever before. This is 

especially true of people under the age of 50, who enjoy 

fewer analog breaks from the digital world. Stamp 

collecting offers an excellent opportunity to 

challenge the mind and improve your memory. 

Thankfully for all of us, stamp collectors also seem 

to live longer as we have more members over the age 

of 90 than we do under the age of 40.  

I believe in this hobby as much as I ever believed in the 

causes I served in public life and I hope when all is said 

and done, I brought something positive to the world of 

philately. That’s my story and now I want to hear yours.  

To that end, please feel free to contact me at 

scott@stamps.org or 814-933-3814. 

__________________________________________ 

Some Famous Stamp Collectors 

 

Freddie Mercury:    The singer from English rock band 

Queen collected stamps when he was a child. After his 

death his father sold Mercury’s collection to the Royal 

Mail. The proceeds of the sale were donated to an AIDS 

charity. 

 

Nicolas Sarkozy:   The 23rd President of France has 

collected stamps since his youth, he seems to have built 

by now an impressive collection.  In 2004, Sarkozy 

received from Queen Elizabeth a series of stamps 

commemorating the Entente Cordiale, during his stay at 

Windsor Castle.  During his governorship of California, 

Arnold Schwarzenegger presented the French president 

with an album filled with stamps plus two first day cover 

envelopes from California. Sarkozy sponsors the 

Philatélique Club de l’Élysée. 

mailto:scott@stamps.org
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Great American Stamp Expo – Naperdak Hall – January 20-21 
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#91 – Scott 357   1909 Benjamin Franklin      

(Bluish Paper) 

 

 

#90 – Scott 1204   1962 Dag Hammarskjold Invert 

 

 

#89 – Scott 275   1894 Thomas Jefferson 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                     

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                 

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                           

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                 

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers 

Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                       

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, 

Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                              

(India)   

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                        

www.thepostcard.com                                      

Email: wrsky@att.net                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

 


