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T

o increase attendance at the
monthly meetings one idea
put forth was to have door prizes
and raffle prizes. The Fremont
Stamp Club has always had this
feature in their meetings. A door
prize ticket is given everyone
attending and if they are wearing
their name tag they receive two.
Raffle tickets are sold for 50¢ or
three for a dollar; eight for two
dollars. This not only helps in
increasing attendance but is a
constant source of income. The
prizes given out are donated by
the membership and I’m certain
there is enough surplus material
in all our collections to provide
for this program.
It’s the club’s intention to be
separate and self sufficient from
Filatelic Fiesta, however, Fiesta
will donate some monies from
time-to-time depending on the
shows success.
Another option, and one that
will very likely take place for
2013, is to increase dues. Some
of you may recall that dues were
lowered in an effort to increase
membership—it didn’t work.
An increase in dues will help
immensely in starting the club
towards self-sufficiency.
Another program that will be
implemented in 2013 is a shorter
newsletter and/or the newsletter
as we know it and e-mailed to
everyone. This will eliminate the
outrageous ink costs and the
postage/mailing costs which
have once more increased this
past January.
The subject of auctions came
up and there are plans afoot to
place lots in the Sequoia Stamp
Club auctions. They have an
auction, usually silent but live
on occasion, at all their meetings

which are twice a month. Quite
a number of details must be
worked out before this can take
place. The real goal is to have
our own auctions and this will
require your help.
A couple members offered,
bless’em, cash contributions to
the club—I am opposed to this.
I believe we should all contribute
equally in this effort, that way
we will all feel we have a vested
interest in the club—better
and equal ownership if you will.
Another reason to create cash
reserves is that when I leave the
meeting venue goes away. It’s
very difficult to find reasonable
meeting rooms in the Valley as
some of you may remember
when we were scurrying to find
a suitable place to meet. Even
recreation centers and senior
facilities must charge for these
services.
We’ve been working to create
ways for this club to become more
viable and once again ask for your
input and help. Please attend
the meetings and help us find
ways to improve and grow.

Programs

M

ember Chuck Fissel will share
his extensive collection of
Spain at the February 1st meeting.
Spain has long been Chuck’s
interest and he’s put together a
very respectable album of this
material.
So, we look forward to your
attendance to participate in the
sharing of Mr. Fissel’s Spain.
Coffee and munchies will be
available—all we will need is
YOU. . .

Here is a bit of military trivia:
From Col D.G. Swinford, USMC, (Ret) and history buff.

T
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Northern California Trivia
Q What town belied its name with 26 saloons?
A Drytown.
Q Who started the foundations of his fortune in
Sheep Ranch?
A George Hearst.
From Northern California Trivia by Ernie & Jill Couch

Beautiful & Favorite Stamps

Ireland, beautiful Celtic crosses, issued April 8, 2010;
Scott 1877a. A study in black and white design.

T

ake a close look at the photos above. They
were likely taken in the early 1900s. After close
examination, which ones are boys and which ones
are girls? Most would likely think that since they
are all wearing dresses, that they are all girls.
The correct answer, however, will never be
known. In America, from the 1700s until shortly
after the first World War, all infant and toddler boys
and girls wore dresses. Why you ask? It wasn't
until sometime around WWI that American boys
and girls did not start potty training until they were
five-years-old. For whatever reason, it was the
going theory that children would not, could not
understand the concept of using a toilet. Thus,
to make it easier to change their diapers, boys
under five-years-old were also put in dresses. If
they wore trousers, or even shorts, the parent
would have to take them completely off to change the
diaper. Chalk it up to ignorance and/or laziness.
If you go back through any ancestor photos you
have on hand you’ll see, if you are able to find any
photos of infants or toddlers. Hopefully, they will
be identified as to names. You will see that even
those with boy names are wearing dresses.
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he first German serviceman killed in WWII was
killed by the Japanese (China, 1937). the first
American serviceman killed was killed by the
Russians (Finland 1940). The highest ranking
American killed was Lt Gen Lesley McNair, killed
by US Army Air Corps. So much for allies.
The youngest US serviceman was 12 year old
Calvin Graham, USN. He was wounded and given a
Dishonorable Discharge for lying about his age. His
benefits were later restored by Act of Congress.
At the time of Pearl Harbor, the top US Navy
command was called CINCUC (pronounced ‘sink us’),
the shoulder patch of the army’s 45th infantry
division was the swastika, and Hitler’s private
train was named ‘Amerika’ — all three were soon
changed for PR purposes.
More US servicemen died in the Air Corps than
the Marine Corps. While completing the required
30 missions, your chance of being killed was 71%.
Generally speaking, there was no such thing as
an average fighter pilot. You were either an ace
or a target. For instance, Japanese Ace Hiroyoshi
Nishizawa shot down over 80 planes. He died
while a passenger on a cargo plane.
It was common practice on fighter planes to load
every fifth round with a tracer round to aid in aiming.
This was a mistake. Tracers had different ballistics,
so (at long range) if your tracers were hitting the
target 80% of your rounds were missing. Worse
yet, tracers instantly told your enemy he was under
fire, and from which direction. Worst of all was the
practice of loading a string of tracers at the end of
the belt, to tell you that you were out of ammo.
This was definitely not something you wanted to
tell the enemy. Units that stopped using tracers
saw their success rate nearly double and their
loss rates go down.
When allied armies reached the Rhine, the first
thing men did was pee in it. This was pretty
universal from the lowest private to Winston
Churchill (who made a big show of it) and Gen
Patton (who had himself photographed in the act).
German ME-264 bombers were capable of bombing
New York City, but they decided it wasn’t worth
the effort.
German submarine U-120 was sunk by its
malfunctioning toilet.
Among the first ‘Germans’ captured at Normandy
were several Koreans. They had been forced to fight
for the Japanese Army; until, they were captured by
the Russians, and forced to fight for the Russian Army;
until, they were captured by the Germans and forced
to fight for the German Army — until they were
captured by the US Army — talk about recycling!
Following a massive naval bombardment, 35,000
United States and Canadian troops stormed ashore
at Kiska, in the Aleutian Islands. Twenty-one
troops were killed in the assault on the island. It
could have been worse if there had been any
Japanese on the island!

T

oday, we are bombarded by ads seeking to
buy gold. The demand for gold has risen by a
combination of the high-value of gold, $1,600 per
ounce and rising, and the volatility of the Stock
Market. From there, other causes such as corporate
downsizing and unemployment kick in. Rarely, does
one single event kick off a financial depression.
One exception to this is the sinking of the ship
S. S. Central America in 1857.
On September 11, 1857 the ship S. S. Central
America left port from Panama heading to New
York City. On the second day of a hurricane the
ship sprang a leak at 9 a.m. Passengers were
ordered to assist the crew in bailing. The ship
sank at about 8 p.m. on Saturday, September 12,
about 160 miles east of Cape Hatteras, North
Carolina, drowning a total of 426 passengers and
crew, including Captain William Lewis Herndon.

Although the loss of the ship, passengers, and
crew was a major catastrophe, it was the cargo that
had a larger rippling effect. The precious cargo
included approximately 5,200 recently-minted
$20, Double Eagle, gold pieces produced in 1857
at the San Francisco Mint. The gold for these
coins was mined during the California Gold Rush.
There also was a quantity of other historic gold
coins that circulated in the Wild West. The cargo
also contained privately-made gold coins and ingots
produced by such historic, government-supervised
San Francisco Gold Rush-era assayers as Blake &
Co.; Kellogg & Humbert; Wass Molitor & Co.; Harris,
Marchand & Co.; and Justh & Hunter. The largest
ingot was an astonishing gold brick that weighs
933 ounces, nearly 80 pounds, made by assayers
Kellogg & Humbert. The value of the cargo was
two-million 1857 dollars.
When the ship sank, it triggering a panic in the
stock market. People began to withdraw their money
from Wall Street in droves. During that panic,
stock prices dropped by half or more, most banks
suspended payments of specie, bankruptcies
were widespread and rioting in New York City
resulted in the militia being activated.
Unable to meet payrolls or pay creditors because
of the loss of the gold cargo, New York banks

began to fail and stores and factories began to
close, touching off a financial crash in the United
States and Europe. It was "The Panic of 1857."
Land speculation had also gotten out of control
in the US, leading to an unsustainable expansion
of the railroads. When investment money dried
up, the land speculation collapsed, and this wrecked
many of the railroads.
The federal government tried to remedy the
situation, partly by declaring a bank holiday in
October, 1857. Secretary of the Treasury Howell
Cobb recommended the government should sell
revenue bonds and decrease the tariff. In 1859,
the country was slowly pulling out of the downturn,
but was feeling the effects until the start of the
Civil War.
In 1987, one-hundred-thirty years after the S. S.
Central America sank, a group of scientists and
investors found the ship 160 miles off the coast
of South Carolina. On Sept. 11, 1988, they found
the SS Central America’s flywheel. A month later
the ship’s bronze bell was recovered and the ship
was conclusively identified.

Recovery operations began in 1989 and in the
next several years, more than a ton of gold, silver
and other artifacts valued at more than $400 million
were recovered, including 7,500 gold double eagles.
From the internet.
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Courage is grace under pressure. —Ernest Hemingway

The Panic of 1857

The Origins of Valentines Day

E

very February, across the country, candy,
flowers, and gifts are exchanged between loved
ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. But who is
this mysterious saint and why do we celebrate this
holiday? The history of Valentine's Day — and its
patron saint — is shrouded in mystery. But we do
know that February has long been a month of
romance. St. Valentine's Day, as we know it
today, contains vestiges of both Christian and
ancient Roman tradition. So, who was Saint
Valentine and how did he become associated with
this ancient rite?

U.S., Scott 158, Banknotes with spectacular set-offs.

Today, the Catholic Church recognizes at least
three different saints named Valentine or Valentinus,
all of whom were martyred. One legend contends
that Valentine was a priest who served during the
third century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II
decided that single men made better soldiers than
those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage
for young men — his crop of potential soldiers.
Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree,
defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages
for young lovers in secret. When Valentine's
actions were discovered, Claudius ordered that he
be put to death.
Other stories suggest that Valentine may have
been killed for attempting to help Christians escape
harsh Roman prisons where they were often beaten
and tortured.
According to one legend, Valentine actually sent
the first 'valentine' greeting himself. While in prison,
it is believed that Valentine fell in love with a young
girl, who may have been his jailor's daughter, who
visited him during his confinement. Before his death,
it is alleged that he wrote her a letter, which he
signed 'From your Valentine,' an expression that
is still in use today. Although the truth behind the
Valentine legends is murky, the stories certainly
emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic, and,
most importantly, romantic figure. It's no surprise
that by the Middle Ages, Valentine was one of the
most popular saints in England and France.
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So bad it’s good with parts of four stamps showing
on a U.S. Scott 88, straight-edge.

Faint but 100% set-off on U.S., Scott 518.

Crazy perfs due to paper fold prior to perforating.

James Hoban
Hoban was born and raised in a thatched
J ames
c ot tag e o n th e Earl o f Desart 's estat e in

Hoban's amended elevation of The White House
(late(late-1793 or earlyearly-1794).

the village of Kilmoganny in Kilkenny, Ireland in 1824.
Hoban's wife Susanna Sewall was the daughter
of the prominent Georgetown "City Tavern"
proprietor.
Hoban was also involved in the development of
Catholic institutions in the city, including Georgetown
University (where his son was a member of the
Jesuit community), St. Patrick's Parish, and the
Visitation Convent founded by another Kilkenny
native, Teresa Lalor of Ballyragget.
Hoban died in Washington, D.C. on December
8, 1831. He is buried at historic Mount Olive
Cemetery in Washington, D.C.

Wax BasBas-relief on glass of Hoban circa 1800.

Following the American Revolutionary War, Hoban
immigrated to the United States, and established
himself as an architect in Philadelphia in 1785.
Hoban was in South Carolina by April 1787,
where he designed numerous buildings including
the Charleston County Courthouse (1790–92),
built on the ruins of the former South Carolina
Statehouse (1753, and burned in 1788). President
Washington admired Hoban's work on his Southern
Tour, may have met with him in Charleston in May
1791, and summoned the architect to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania (the temporary national capital) in
June 1792.
In July 1792, Hoban was named winner of the
design competition for The white House. His initial
design seems to have had a 3-story facade, 9 bays
across (like the Charleston courthouse). Under
Washington's influence, Hoban amended this to a
2-story facade, 11 bays across, and, at Washington's
insistence, the whole presidential mansion was faced
with stone. It is unclear whether any of Hoban's
surviving drawings are actually from the competition.
Hoban was also one of the supervising architects
who served on the Capitol, carrying out the design
of Dr. William Thornton.
Hoban lived the rest of his life in Washington,
D.C., where he worked on other public buildings
and government projects, including roads and
bridges. He also designed Rossenarra House near

United States, Scott 1935 and 1936, issued October 13, 1981.

On October 13, 1981, the USPS issued a stamp
honoring James Hoban, Scott 1935, as a joint
issue with Ireland. It was issued as an 18¢ stamp
and reissued when the First Class postal rate was
increased to 20¢.

Ireland, Scott 504, issued September 29, 1981
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Where ambition ends, happiness begins. —Hungarian Proverb

Cuffesgrange, near Callan in County Kilkenny.
He worked there as a wheelwright and carpenter
until his early twenties, when he was given an
'advanced student' place in the Dublin Society's
Drawing School on Lower Grafton Street.
He excelled in his studies and received the
prestigious Duke of Leinster's medal for drawings
of "Brackets, Stairs, and Roofs." from the Dublin
Society in 1780. Later Hoban found a position as
an apprentice to the headmaster of the Dublin
Society School the Cork-born architect Thomas
Ivory from 1759 to 1785.

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell

W

hen she graduated from New York's Geneva
Medical College, in 1849, Elizabeth Blackwell
became the first woman in America to earn the
M.D. degree. She supported medical education
for women and helped many other women's
careers. By establishing the New York Infirmary
in 1857, she offered a practical solution to one of
the problems facing women who were rejected
from internships elsewhere but determined to
expand their skills as physicians. She also published
several important books on the issue of women
in medicine, including Medicine as a Profession
For Women in 1860 and Address on the Medical
Education of Women in 1864.
Elizabeth Blackwell was born in Bristol, England
in 1821, to Hannah Lane and Samuel Blackwell. Both
for financial reasons and because her father wanted
to help abolish slavery, the family moved to America
when Elizabeth was 11 years old. Her father died
in 1838. As adults, his children campaigned for
women's rights and supported the anti-slavery
movement.

Yet Blackwell reasoned that if the idea were a
good one, there must be some way to do it, and
she was attracted by the challenge. She convinced
two physician friends to let her read medicine with
them for a year, and applied to all the medical
schools in New York and Philadelphia. She also
applied to twelve more schools in the northeast
states and was accepted by Geneva Medical College
in western New York state in 1847. The faculty,
assuming that the all-male student body would
never agree to a woman joining their ranks, allowed
them to vote on her admission. As a joke, they
voted "yes," and she gained admittance, despite
the reluctance of most students and faculty.

Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell, Scott 1399, issued January 23, 1974.

Elizabeth Blackwell

In her book Pioneer Work in Opening the Medical
Profession to Women, published in 1895, Dr. Blackwell
wrote that she was initially repelled by the idea of
studying medicine and said she had "hated everything
connected with the body, and could not bear the
sight of a medical book… My favorite studies were
history and metaphysics, and the very thought of
dwelling on the physical structure of the body and
its various ailments filled me with disgust." Instead
she went into teaching, then considered more suitable
for a woman. She claimed that she had turned to
medicine after a close friend who was dying
suggested she would have been spared her worst
suffering if her physician had been a woman.
Blackwell had no idea how to become a physician,
so she consulted with several physicians known by
her family. They told her it was a fine idea, but
impossible; it was too expensive, and such
education was not available to women.
Page 6 San Jose Stamp Club Newsletter February 2012

Two years later, in 1849, Elizabeth Blackwell
became the first woman to receive an M.D. degree
from an American medical school. She worked in
clinics in London and Paris for two years, and studied
midwifery at La Maternité where she contracted
purulent opthalmia from a young patient. When
Blackwell lost sight in one eye, she returned to
New York City in 1851, giving up her dream of
becoming a surgeon.
Dr. Elizabeth Blackwell established a practice in
New York City, but had few patients and few
opportunities for intellectual exchange with other
physicians and "the means of increasing medical
knowledge which dispensary practice affords."
She applied for a job as physician at the women's
department of a large city dispensary, but was
refused. In 1853, with the help of friends, she
opened her own dispensary in a single rented
room, seeing patients three afternoons a week.
The dispensary was incorporated in 1854 and moved
to a small house she bought on 15th Street. Her
sister, Dr. Emily Blackwell, joined her in 1856 and,
together with Dr. Marie Zakrzewska, they opened
the New York Infirmary for Women and Children at
64 Bleecker Street in 1857. This institution and its
medical college for women (opened 1867) provided
training and experience for women doctors and
medical care for the poor.
As her health declined, Blackwell gave up the
practice of medicine in the late 1870s, though
she still campaigned for reform.
From the internet where there is much more on Dr. Blackwell.

A handful of patience is worth more than a bushel of brains. —Dutch Proverb

On June 1st, 1995 the USPS issued the Marilyn Monroe stamp, Scott 2967. Issued in panes of twenty
stamps and perforated 11.1. An interesting feature of the perforations were the star perforations at
the corners. The panes are known imperforate and there’s a variety commonly known as the so-called
“missing star. ” Close examination clearly shows where the star shaped perforation pin struck the
paper but did not penetrate and trying to push the chad through will only damage the stamps. The
close-up enlargements shown below leave no doubt the pin made contact with the paper but without
penetrating. Scott does not recognize this minor variety as constant, however, your editor has two
panes with this same anomaly. I’m guessing there’s not a great deal of value for this freak, however,
an additional 20-25% added to the value of the pane would seem very reasonable at this point in time.
I would be very interested in seeing any panes you may have with this same “missing star.”

The enlarged illustrations
show the position of this
pane on the press sheet
and the star perf that did
not go through the paper.
The plate number is S 12211
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FEBRUARY MEETINGS ARE ON THE 1ST & 15TH
MARCH MEETINGS ARE ON THE 7TH & 21ST

Show Calendar

Parking
Grass area with flag
Main building
790 Ironwood Drive

—————————
Orcoexpo
February 3 - 5
Embassy Suites South
11767 Harbor Blvd., Garden Grove
Fri, Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 4
Free Admission w/registration - Free Parking
—————————
Sunnyvale 33-dealer Show
March 10 - 11
Sheraton Sunnyvale
1100 N. Mathilda Avenue, Sunnyvale
Sat 10 - 6, Sun 10 - 4
Free Admission - Free parking
—————————
—————————

The San Jose Post Card Club meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month
(excepting July & August) in the Hilltop Manor dining room.

Visit the SJSC website at: filatelicfiesta.org
Advertisements
Members may place an ad here to run for three months unless sold. Three at a time as space allows.
No politically incorrect, risqué, religious, illegal or offensive material accepted. Editor will edit.

NEW ISSUE SERVICE:
SERVICE Japan, China/Taiwan, PRC,

CLUB LOT: `07 Brookman cat - new condition - 3.00

Hong Kong, Macao, Korea, Singapore and Ireland.
»»»» WORLDWIDE STOCK ««««
E-mail: richard@asiaphilatelics.com Prompt service
and fair prices. Visit me at www.asiaphilatelics.com
Richard Clever 408.238.2894~FAX: 408.238.2539
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Like new 2011 Scott Specialized
$30.00
NEW ZEALAND: 438 - 458 MNH Complete set
Cat $15.90 - $10.00
NICARAGUA: 939 - 44, C855A - C MNH
UPU Centennial, complete set Cat $3.70 - $2.00
Mozambique Co.: C1 - 15 MNH complete set
Cat $9.85 - $6.00
MONTSERRAT: 873 - 6, GUTTER PAIRS MNH
UN 50th Anniversary Cat $8.50 as singles - $10.00
MONGOLIA: C68 MNH UPU Centennial
Cat $5.00 - $3.00
MONACO: 354 - 62 MNH FIPEX Cat $23.95 - $14.50
HONG KONG: 12291229-44 MNH BIRDS Cat 30.50 - 22.50
U.S. Booklets - I have hundreds, let me know your
wants. Many Plate #s available. Prices from a ¼
to ½ off Scott. A few unfolded panes available too.

U.S.: Legends of the West error sheet w/original
mailer and all contents plus White Ace specialty
pages.
Cat $240+++ - $195.00
NICARAGUA: 813813-8, 818a, C424 - 9, C429a MNH
Complete w/both sheetlets
Cat $9.75 - $6.00
GUINEA: B17B17-18, SURCHARGED REFUGEE ISSUE +
BOTH PAIRS W/TRANSPOSED SUCHARGES.
Cat $28.00 plus errors is $75.00 +/$45.00
HONG KONG: 628 OLYMPIC S/S SHEET,
SHEET MNH or used.
Cat $7.50 mint or used
Each $4.00
All prices plus shipping or mailing costs if applicable.
Jim Sauer 408.445.2694

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Europa, Israel Tabs & Czechoslovakia art sets,
MNH — 50% of Scott. sjweber@sbcglobal.net
Sid Weber 408.369.8532
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
POST CARDS — Check out Walt Kransky’s website
@ http:www.thepostcard.com/walt/ Info: e-mail
Walt @wrsky@att.net Walt’s postcards are for sale
Please use the word “POSTCARD QUERY” in the
subject line of the e-mail message to avoid spam.

This is a member service — use it!
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