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Presidents Message

collections. I believe that facilitating creativity is the
key to the future of the hobby.

Why do we collect little scraps of paper? I hope we
all have an answer as it would be a little silly if you
didn’t. I suspect we each have our own inspirations
for saving these “scraps”.

Philatelist’s take stamp collecting to the next level.
My definition for philatelist is someone who adds to
the knowledge base of their area of collecting. This
often includes collecting exotic varieties and usages
of a stamp and documenting the history behind it.
Many philatelists exhibit their collections at shows
and can earn prestigious medals. At several recent
meetings, we’ve enjoyed amazing presentations by
philatelists. It serves us all very well when we get to
learn from their hard work.

The majority of my own collecting is focused on
building a collection of US stamps in a Scott
National album. I’ve enjoyed learning who are the
famous people and historical events that is the basis
for most older stamps. I’ve always liked history and
I think I’ve developed an excellent knowledge of
American history, culture, and natural wonders. I like
to think my high school history teacher would be
happy about how much history I still know 40 years
after graduation.

One thing in common between creative topical
collections and serious philately is the lack of
traditional stamp albums. There is nothing wrong
with that. A traditional album offers great structure
and organization for “old fashioned” collectors like
myself, but clearly not for collections that need to be
able to show unique pieces and creativity.

Collecting is a “funny” thing. Some people enjoy the
sense of accomplishment of filling an album page,
stamp set, or other milestone. There is a wonderful
sense of fulfillment when you mount that last stamp
in a group you’ve wanted to fill for a long time. I look
forward to the day when I can finally get a set of
Zeppelins to complete my collection of US Airmail
stamps.

Philately can enjoy a strong future if we embrace all
types of collecting. We need to make everyone feel
welcome and respected. In the past, our hobby has
been led by those who only show respect to those
exhibiting for gold medals. I’m not advocating any
change to exhibiting, only that the hobby drops its
unwelcoming attitude to creativity. The real
challenge here is how to show the general public the
value of starting a collection that embraces one of
their existing interests. Traditional album collecting
has a good future for anyone who wants to explore
their interest in a single country or some part of the
world. Exactly because there are many good reasons
to collect, it is difficult to communicate a concise
message to the public. This is the challenge we need
to take. As I wrote last month, outreach is key and
we need to work on creating a message that will
resonate with people. I’m challenging myself and I’d
like to ask everyone reading this to help take up the
challenge of evangelizing stamp collecting.

We all know that collecting just doesn’t interest some
people. We’ve all tried to get our spouse, a friend,
son, daughter, niece, nephew or neighbor kid to start
a stamp collection and they just aren’t interested.
Obviously, no hobby, style of music, literature, art,
or other form of expression is for everyone.
Therefore, it should come at no surprise that no
matter how hard we try, some people are just not
going to be interested in these scraps of paper. We
shouldn’t get too discouraged but accept the
challenge to keep trying.
Many of us in the club got started when collecting
using a traditional stamp album was the only
accepted way to collect. In our lifetimes, topical and
thematic collecting have come into their own. What
is so much fun about these collections is the different
styles and opportunities for creativity in their
collecting. It is amazing to see how two people who
collect the same topic can have completely different

What do you think?
Brian
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Fathers Day

Clayton was a quiet person, who never promoted the
event and never talked to other persons about it.

Father's Day was not celebrated in the US, outside
Catholic traditions, until the 20th century. As a civic
celebration in the US, it was inaugurated in the early
20th century to complement Mother's Day by
celebrating fathers and male parenting.

Failed attempts at establishing a Father's Day
In 1911, Jane Addams proposed that a citywide
Father's Day celebration be held in Chicago, but she
was turned down.

After Anna Jarvis' successful promotion of Mother's
Day in Grafton, West Virginia, the first observance
of a "Father's Day" was held on July 5, 1908, in
Fairmont, West Virginia, in the Williams Memorial
Methodist Episcopal Church South, now known as
Central United Methodist Church. Grace Golden
Clayton was mourning the loss of her father, when in
December 1907, the Monongah Mining Disaster in
nearby Monongah killed 361 men, 250 of them
fathers, leaving around a thousand fatherless
children. Clayton suggested that her pastor Robert
Thomas Webb honor all those fathers.

In 1912, there was a Father's Day celebration in
Vancouver, Washington, suggested by Methodist
pastor J. J. Berringer of the Irvington Methodist
Church. They mistakenly believed that they had been
the first to celebrate such a day. They followed a
1911 suggestion by the Portland Oregonian.
Harry C. Meek, a member of Lions Clubs
International, claimed that he had first come up with
the idea for Father's Day in 1915. Meek said that the
third Sunday in June was chosen because it was his
birthday. The Lions Club has named him the
"Originator of Father's Day". Meek made many
efforts to promote Father's Day and make it an
official holiday.

Clayton's event did not have repercussions outside
Fairmont for several reasons, among them: the city
was overwhelmed by other events, the celebration
was never promoted outside the town itself and no
proclamation of it was made by the city council.
Also, two events overshadowed this event: the
celebration of Independence Day July 4, 1908, with
12,000 attendants and several shows including a hot
air balloon event, which took over the headlines in
the following days, and the death of a 16-year-old
girl on July 4. The local church and council were
overwhelmed and they did not even think of
promoting the event, and it was not celebrated again
for many years. The original sermon was not
reproduced by the press and it was lost. Finally,

Establishment of the holiday
On June 19, 1910, a Father's Day celebration was
held at the YMCA in Spokane, Washington by
Sonora Smart Dodd. Her father, the civil war veteran
William Jackson Smart, was a single parent who
raised his six children there.
Continued on next page
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Fathers Day continued…

replicate the commercial success of Mother's Day,
and newspapers frequently featured cynical and
sarcastic attacks and jokes. However, the said
merchants remained resilient and even incorporated
these attacks into their advertisements. By the mid1980s, the Father's Day Council wrote, "(...) [Father's
Day] has become a Second Christmas for all the
men's gift-oriented industries."

She was also a member of Old Centenary
Presbyterian Church (now Knox Presbyterian
Church), where she first proposed the idea. After
hearing a sermon about Jarvis' Mother's Day in 1909
at Central Methodist Episcopal Church, she told her
pastor that fathers should have a similar holiday to
honor them. Although she initially suggested June 5,
her father's birthday, the pastors did not have enough
time to prepare their sermons, and the celebration
was deferred to the third Sunday in June. Several
local clergymen accepted the idea, and on June 19,
1910, the first Father's Day, "sermons honoring
fathers were presented throughout the city".

A bill to accord national recognition of the holiday
was introduced in Congress in 1913. In 1916,
President Woodrow Wilson went to Spokane to
speak at a Father's Day celebration and he wanted to
make it an officially recognized federal holiday, but
Congress resisted, fearing that it would become
commercialized. US President Calvin Coolidge
recommended in 1924 that the day be observed
throughout the entire nation, but he stopped short at
issuing a national proclamation. Two earlier attempts
to formally recognize the holiday had been defeated
by Congress. In 1957, Maine Senator Margaret
Chase Smith wrote a Father's Day proposal accusing
Congress of ignoring fathers for 40 years while
honoring mothers, thus "[singling] out just one of our
two parents". In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson
issued the first presidential proclamation honoring
fathers, designating the third Sunday in June as
Father's Day. Six years later, the day was made a
permanent national holiday when President Richard
Nixon signed it into law in 1972.

However, in the 1920s, Dodd stopped promoting the
celebration because she was studying at the Art
Institute of Chicago, and it faded into relative
obscurity, even in Spokane. In the 1930s, Dodd
returned to Spokane and started promoting the
celebration again, raising awareness at a national
level. She had the help of those trade groups that
would benefit most from the holiday, for example the
manufacturers of ties, tobacco pipes, and any
traditional present for fathers.

__________________________________________
Club Blog & Website
Blog Updates
No Activity
Website Updates

Scout-O-Rama photos added to “Past Events” page.
Minutes of 05/02/18 club meeting uploaded.
New articles added to “SJSC in Print” page.
Minutes of 04/18/18 club meeting uploaded.
May 2018 Newsletter uploaded.

By 1938, she had the help of the Father's Day
Council, founded by the New York Associated Men's
Wear Retailers to consolidate and systematize the
holiday's commercial promotion. Americans resisted
the holiday for its first few decades, viewing it as
nothing more than an attempt by merchants to
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The Essay and Proof Famiy Tree, Part 2
By James E. Lee
There are two remaining major sources that were
responsible for the release of essays and proofs into
the philatelic marketplace. The first source was the
archives of the American Bank Note Company. The
second source was the proof emissions and archives
of our Post Office Department and Bureau of
Engraving and Printing.

of the Philadelphia Bank Note Company and the
Great Central Fair stamps produced by Butler and
Carpenter Company. It is said that the reprints were
made to be sold to recover his investment. These
reprints continued to be flogged to dealers on Nassau
Street in New York City by an unknown man from
a large suit case as late as the 1940’s.

By 1879, all of the bank note companies that had
produced stamps for the P.O.D. had merged into the
American Bank Note Company. These mergers
resulted in ABNC acquiring all dies and archives of
their predecessors. By 1880, Henry G. Mandel was
the official counterfeit and color expert for American
and was in a position to have access to all of the
company’s dies, artistic fi les, and records. He not
only pulled prints of the early stamp essay dies on
various papers, he also formed a collection of other
experimental work from the archives. This body of
material found its way into the collections of The
Earl of Crawford in England and that of Boston
attorney, Edward H. Mason. In the early 20th century
both of these collections were dispersed into the
philatelic main stream. This was an enormous
amount of material and probably accounts for 60%
of the material available to collectors today.

The final source has been the direct emissions from
the Post Office Department and other proof material
that has come from their files.
On five separate occasions between 1879 and 1895
the Post Office Department directed the American
Bank Note Company to provide 500 sets of card
board plate proofs of each of the postage stamps that
had been produced since 1847. These sets were given
away by the department. In 1903 the department had
the Bureau of Printing and Engraving produce 85
albums containing die proofs of all of the stamps that
had been produced since 1847.
These albums came to be called Roosevelt proof
albums since they were produced during the
administration of Theodore Roosevelt. The albums
were given to public officials and a few went to
prominent Americans. The release of the albums
caused such a stir by the populous that the
government ceased releasing proofs. However, over
the years there were many other instances that
resulted in proof material reaching the market place.

As a side note there have been subsequent sales of
the archives of American in the past 25 years. There
were two auctions held by Christie’s in 1990 and two
sales by H.R. Harmer, Inc. in the past 12 months.
A secondary bank note company source was the dies
and archives of the one of the last independent
company’s, the Philadelphia Bank Note Company.
When this company failed a portion of the assets
were acquired by Ernest Schernikow, secretary of the
Hamilton Bank Note Company. Shernikow is said to
have paid $10,000 for these assets. He offered but did
not sell the master dies and stamp essays dies to
Hamilton. In 1903 he had reprints made of the
1861progressive essays dies that had been engraved
by Toppan, Carpenter and Company, the 1876 essays

In 1915, the Bureau produced three to five sets of die
proofs on a yellowish wove for the Post Office
Department exhibit at the Pan-Pacific Exposition in
San Francisco. These proofs eventually reached the
market.

Continued on next page
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Essay and Proof continued…

Remember the Dates!

During the 1920’s and 1930’s, a prominent
Washington, D.C. collector, Hugh M. Southgate had
a significant relationship with the Post Office
Department. In exchange for material that he
provided to the national stamp collection and other
favors he received specially prepared die proofs of
most of the 20th century commemorative stamps.
These proofs were not mounted on card blotters and
they contained the blue Bureau control number
below the design on the face of the proof. These
proofs reached the market place via a Robinette
auction in 1942.

June 2-3

Sacramento Stamp Fair

June 6

San Jose Stamp Club Meeting

June 20

San Jose Stamp Club Meeting

June 23-24 South Bay 3 Dealer Show
________________________________________________

USPS to Celebrate 100th Anniversary
of U.S. Airmail Service

At the end of Coolidge administration, postmaster
general, Harry S. New had 10 sets of die proofs
produced, which contained examples of every stamp
issued during the administration. Two sets were
given to President Coolidge with the balance going
to officials of the administration. Most of these set
now rest in the collections of collectors. Not to be out
done our stamp collecting president, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt was given die proofs of most of the stamps
issues during the early part of his administration by
postmaster general, James Farley. FDR also received
die proof examples of the Washington-Franklins and
the commemoratives produced prior to his
administration. These treasures were sold as part of
the sales of the Roosevelt collections by H.R.
Harmer, Inc. in a packed auction room in New York
City in 1946.

The U.S. Postal Service celebrates the centennial of
official airmail service in the U.S. this year with a
pair of new stamps, one of which will be issued today
(May 1) in a ceremony at the Smithsonian’s National
Postal Museum in Washington, D.C.

Finally, Max Johl had unfettered access to the
Bureau’s records when he was writing his fourvolume opus, United Stated Postage Stamps of the
20th Century. He wound up with hundreds of Bureau
photo essays of rejected designs. May of these
entered the market via a Roger Koerber auction in the
1970s that took place in a suburb of Detroit.

Airmail service officially started May 15, 1918 with
flights between Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, as well as flights between Philadelphia
and New York City.
The new blue-and-white United States Air Mail
stamp – which is a forever first-class domestic
commemorative – features a drawing of the type of
plane typically used in the early days of airmail, a
Curtiss JN-4H biplane.

While there are other minor instances of essay and
proof material reaching the philatelic market place, I
have endeavored to cover the major contributions.
Through both legitimate and shady routes we have a
marvelous pool of material from which to draw and
form outstanding collections of essays and proofs.

Continued on next page
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Airmail Service continued…

The American Philatelic Society and the
Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum will host the
launch of Stamp of the Century, a book about the
famous philatelic error, the Inverted Jenny. The
authors, Kellen Diamanti and Deborah Fisher, will
be on hand from noon to 2 p.m. to talk with museum
visitors and sign copies of their book, which will be
for sale in the museum gift store. From 6 to 8 p.m.
the next evening, the authors will be part of the
museum’s History After Hours program for an
evening book talk and signing. The book is also
available from the APS at

The stamp is printed in intaglio — a design engraved
into the stamp paper – and has been produced in
panes of 20. A stamp in dark red with the same
design will be released this summer, also likely in
Washington, D.C.
The first-day ceremony at 11 a.m. will be part of a
day filled with events at the National Postal Museum.
The museum will open an exciting new exhibit –
“Postmen of the Skies” – which also celebrates the
centennial of airmail.

www.stamps.org/publications.
Two interactive events take off that day, as well.
There will be an airmail-themed scavenger hunt and
visitors can try their luck at an airmail board game.

Pilot goggles, leggings, helmets and logbooks, along
with route maps, telegrams and airmail-related pop
culture artifacts, will invite visitors to witness and
experience the birth of commercial aviation. Visitors
will also experience rare historic photos and see an
archival “you-are-there” video that tells the story of
the origins of airmail.

After a series of experimental flights in previous
years, the Post Office Department and U.S. Army
worked cooperatively to launch official airmail
service in 1918. Army planes and pilots were used to
fly the first mail runs. The Post Office Department
took charge of service later that summer, operating it
from Aug. 12, 1918, through Sept. 1, 1927. The first
east-west route (New York to Chicago) started
December 18, 1918.
The stamp celebrates the courage of the pioneering
airmail carriers and the foresight of those who
fostered the new service and made it a success.
Airmail delivery, daily except Sundays, became part
of the fabric of the American economy and spurred
the growth of the nation’s aviation industry.
Dan Gretta designed the stamp while Greg Breeding
was art director.
Scheduled to speak at the first-day ceremony are Bill
Harris, deputy director, Department of the Air Force;
Susan Brownell, vice president of supply
management for the United States Postal Service;
Elliot Gruber, director, and Nancy Pope, head curator,
both of the Smithsonian National Postal Museum.
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Discovery!
How the 24-Cent Inverted
Airmail was found in 1918.

stamps with the center inverted were passed over the
window to me here in Washington, D. C.
About two years prior to that date, through the efforts
of a fellow worker in the office of W. B. Hibbs &
Co., stock brokers and bankers where I was at that
time employed, I became interested in the collection
of postage stamps, especially those of the United
States. At that time there were only about three stamp
dealers in Washington, the most widely known being
the late H. F. Colman, whose office was in the
Second National Bank Building. Here was wont to
gather nearly everyone interested in the collection of
stamps. Among those were the late Joseph B. Leavy,
the first curator of the Government exhibit in the
Smithsonian Institution, and the present curator, Mrs.
Catherine Manning, who at that time was a clerk in
Mr. Colman’s office and known to everyone as
“Miss Kate.”

[Editor’s Note: Robey, the mild mannered stock clerk and resident of
Washington, D.C., was always proud of his historic discovery, but for
a number of reasons, reluctant to talk publicly about it. The article that
appears here was published only once before: at the behest of editor Al
Burns in the pages of the March 5, 1938 issue of Weekly Philatelic
Gossip, then a very influential national stamp magazine. It is a story
that’s been told many times by others—but seen only once in the past
88 years from the man who experienced it.]

In those days the issuance of a new stamp was a rarity
and the cause of much comment in philatelic circles.
It had been announced that the new stamp would be
in two colors and the possibility of an invert was the
cause of much widespread discussion. Just a short
time previous to this the famous five-cent error had
been discovered and the possibility of an invert
slipping past the watchful eyes of the inspectors in
both the Bureau of Engraving and Printing and the
post office led us collectors to feel that such a
possibility was greater than ever. This country at that
time was in the World War and the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing was working twenty-four
hours a day printing Liberty Bonds and new
currency, besides stamps.

For years the newspapers and the philatelic press of
this and foreign countries have told many stories of
the discovery of the sheet of one hundred twenty-four
cent Air Mail stamps with the center inverted. At this
time these stamps are considered one of the rarest
items of all stamps that have been issued by the
United States as well as foreign countries. The last
price seen by the writer was $3,900.00 for a single
copy. During all of these years that have passed since
I purchased these stamps I do not recall having seen
an article that has given all of the details connected
with the purchase and sale of the sheet.

Through correspondence, I had made arrangements
with collectors in both New York and Philadelphia
for the exchange of first day covers. New York,
Philadelphia and Washington were the only stops on
this, the first authorized airmail route. Early on the
morning of May 14, I went to the branch post office
nearest my employment to purchase some of the new
twenty-four cent airmail stamps to be used to send
covers to my friends in New York and Philadelphia.

I have often thought that I would like to write all of
these details in order that many of the present and all
future generations of philatelists may know these
facts. I have decided to acquaint the philatelic world
with the details.
Nearly twenty years have passed since that
memorable Tuesday of May 14, 1918, when the sheet
of one hundred of the twenty-four cent Airmail

Continued on next page
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Discovery continued…

my fellow worker and collector what I had
discovered. He immediately left to make a search of
the other branch offices. Then telegrams were sent to
friends in both New York and Philadelphia apprising
them of my find and giving them the plate number of
the sheet. Next I called the office of Mr. Colman on
the phone. He was not in, so I told Mrs. Manning
what I had discovered, but for some unknown reason
she would not believe me.

This office was located at 1317 New York Avenue,
N. W., and was known as the New York Avenue
Branch. Upon referring to the official notice of the
placing of these stamps on sale we read in part: “The
stamps for mail service will be on sale at the main
office and the New York Avenue, F Street, Eleventh
Street and the Pennsylvania A venue stations.”

In all of the conversation had’ with the clerks in the
different offices, I never gave my name, yet, within
one hour after my return to work, two postal
inspectors called to see me. Upon investigation, I
found that my fellow worker had given my name and
address during his visits to the different branch
offices. The visit of the postal inspectors proved to
be a very interesting one. At first they wanted to
know if I had purchased the sheet of the twenty-four
cent Air Mail stamps with a purported inverted
center. Upon informing that I had, they asked me to
let them see it, which I refused to do. Well, the
conversation was hot and furious from then on and
ended in their making the statement that the
Government would confiscate the sheet. This in no
way intimidated me and I informed them that they
had said enough. Also, I said that “...before they tried
to confiscate the sheet which I had purchased at the
face value from the post office, they had better start
confiscating the 1869 inverts, the Pan-American
inverts, and all of the five-cent errors. After securing
them, it was then time to talk about confiscating my
property.” No doubt, a novice might have been
scared into relinquishing the sheet.

Upon asking for these stamps, the clerk on duty told
me that he only had a very few of them but was
expecting another consignment about noon of that
day. I examined the stamps that he had on hand but
due to the poor centering decided to wait until noon
before making my purchase. Promptly at noon, I
returned to the post office with $30.00, which I had
previously withdrawn from the bank. The same clerk
was on duty at the stamp window and upon inquiring
as to whether he had received any additional copies
of the Air Mail stamps, he reached down under the
counter and brought forth a full sheet and my heart
stood still. It was the sheet of inverts. It was what you
might call a “Thrill that comes once in a lifetime.”
Without any comment, I paid for the sheet and then
asked the clerk if he had any more sheets.
He again reached under the counter and brought up
three additional sheets which he said were all he had.
An examination showed these sheets to be normal.
Had they been otherwise, I wonder how I would have
paid for them with only $6.00 in my pocket? I handed
these three sheets back to the clerk and then showed
him the sheet that I had purchased and drew his
attention to the fact that the airplane was upside
down. Without any comment he left the window and
ran for a telephone. Needless to say, I left that office
in a hurry with my sheet of inverts tucked safely
under my arm.

Later that afternoon Mr. Colman came to my office
to see the sheet and offered me $500.00 for it. I
refused to sell and he informed me that he did not
blame me. After work, I took my precious sheet and
went to Mr. Colman’s office.

The thought then struck me that possibly there might
be more of these stamps in some other branch office
and I hurried to the Eleventh Street branch, about six
blocks away. An examination was made of all of the
stock on hand, but failed to reveal any inverts.

Present at that time were Mrs. Manning, Mr. Colman,
Mr. Leavy, besides other collectors. All examined
the sheet but no one would place a possible value
upon it.

Feeling highly elated, I returned to my office to show

Continued on next page
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Discovery continued…

where I was informed that he was out of the city.

Mr. Leavy stated that as the stamps were printed in
sheets of 400 subjects, it was apparent that there were
at least three other similar sheets. History tells us that
three more sheets of these stamps were found in the
Bureau and promptly destroyed.

Next, I went to the office of Stanley Gibbons, which
was at that time managed by Mr. Eustace B. Power,
who has frequently condemned all Twentieth
Century issues of stamps. At that time Mr. Power
was a great humorist. Imagine him offering $250.00
for $24.00 face value of “Twentieth Century trash.”
He also stated that he knew of three other sheets of
these stamps and was negotiating for the purchase of
same at that time. Wonder why he never bought
them? Later, I went to the office of the Scott Stamp
& Coin Co., who only wanted to dispose of the sheet
on a commission basis, refusing to make a cash offer.

At that time, the late Percy Mann of Philadelphia,
was conducting the new issue column of Mekeel’s
Weekly. A telegram was sent him about the find,
requesting him to give proper notice of same in his
column.
The next day, a reply was received from Mr. Mann,
in which he stated that he was coming to Washington
that day and would call on me that evening. After
making an examination of the sheet, Mr. Mann stated
that he was prepared to offer me $10,000.00 for same
and would I accept that sum? I told him that I had
made up my mind to go to New York and see what I
might possibly get for the sheet there. He then
requested that if, in the event his offer was equaled,
or bettered, by anyone in New York, that I inform
him of such either by phone or telegraph and give
him the opportunity to make a further bid for the
sheet. This I promised to do. During the course of my
conversation with Mr. Mann,

Feeling rather low and disgusted with my failure to
secure a decent offer for tl1e sheet, I returned to my
hotel and found waiting for me, Mr. John J.
Klemann, who after examining the sheet offered me
$2,500.00 for it. When I told him that I had already
refused $10,000.00 for it, he stated that I was crazy
and anyone offering such a price was also crazy.
That evening I phoned Mr. Mann in Philadelphia and
told him that I was returning to Washington the next
day, that while his price had not been equaled in New
York, I had decided not to sell the sheet at that time.
He asked me if, on my return to Washington, I would
mind stopping off at Philadelphia and have a further
talk with him. This I agreed to do.

I learned that the sale of these stamps was stopped in
both New York and Philadelphia for over two hours
on the previous day and that collectors and dealers
were at a loss to understand why. After the receipt
of my telegram he said that he readily understood
why the sale had been temporarily stopped.

Upon my arrival in Philadelphia, I was met at the
station by Mr. Mann and was immediately taken to
the home of Mr. Eugene Klein. Mr. Klein, after
looking at the sheet, asked me to set a price on it and
I told him I would not accept less than $15,000.00 for
it. After a consultation with Mr. Mann, Mr. Klein
requested me to give him an option on it at
$15,000.00 until 3 P. M. Monday, which was the next
day. To this I agreed and then left for home.

The next day was Friday, and as previously arranged,
I left for New York that afternoon, arriving about 9
P. M. A waiting me at my hotel were Percy Doane,
the well known dealer, and Elliott Perry, “Himself.”
My fame had preceded me and naturally they wished
to see the sheet. I was asked by them if any offer had
been made for the sheet, and I informed them that I
had refused $10,000.00. Bright and early the next
morning, I started out to try my luck in disposing of
the sheet. My first stop was at the office of the
ultimate buyer, Col. E. H. R. Green at 111 Broadway,

Bright and early the next morning, I received a phone
call from Mr. Colman, who asked me if I would
accept $18,000.00 for the sheet.
Continued on next page
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Discovery continued…

and there were many present that evening who had
never seen any of the stamps before. In conclusion, I
would like to set at rest some of the many rumors that
exist about these stamps.

I told him that I had given Mr. Klein an option on it
until 3 P. M. and if he did not exercise same by that
time I would get in touch with him. Shortly before
the expiration of the option, I received a phone call
from Mr. Klein agreeing to purchase the sheet at the
agreed price, namely $15,000.00. He asked me to
deliver it to his office as soon as possible.

The first, that a man in line ahead of me turned the
stamps back to the clerk at the window because they
were not perfect. This is absolutely false, for at the
time that I made my purchase there was no line and
no one was ahead of me at the window. Can you
imagine the post office trying to resell a sheet of
stamps that had been once refused for being
imperfect by having the airplane upside down?

Promptly at noon the next day, Tuesday, the sheet
was delivered to Mr. Klein at his office in
Philadelphia, receiving a certified check in payment.
Thus, within one week, stamps that originally cost
$24.00 were sold for a profit of $14,976.00.

Next, that this sheet was not a full sheet, as nineteen
of the stamps had previously been purchased by
another collector. This is also untrue, as this sheet
was intact until after it was sold to Mr. Klein.

Later, the entire sheet was sold to Col. E. H. R.
Green, the first party I tried to contact in New York,
for $20,000.00, who at the request of Mr. Klein
decided to have compassion on his fellow stamp
collectors and give them an opportunity to also
obtain some of these stamps. He realized that by
keeping the entire sheet it probably would never be
worth much more than he had paid for it. He further
realized that breaking the sheet would enhance the
value of the stamps and that he would be able to get
his money out of it in time. Col. Green kept a block
of eight showing the plate number at the bottom. This
is the largest block in existence. He also kept the
center line block, and the two arrow blocks, twenty
stamps in all.

Thus, after nearly twenty years, I have found time to
write in detail all of my experiences in connection
with the purchase and sale of one of the rarest of
philatelic gems. I sincerely trust that the present and
future generations of stamp collectors will find much
of interest in this, the only true and authentic history
of the 24-Cent airmail stamps with the center
inverted.
__________________________________________
SJSC Newsletter Wins APS Gold!
Submitted by Brian Jones.

From the time I sold the sheet until this past summer,
I had never seen one of these stamps. Then, Mrs.
Ethel B. Stewart, [Editor’s Note: Later to become
Mrs. Ethel B. McCoy] a widely-known collector
from Newton, New Jersey, who owns a block of four,
was in Washington and I had the pleasure of meeting
her. Mrs. Stewart had her stamps with her, and once
again I had in my hands part of the original sheet that
I had purchased for $24.00.

Wow, it was a GREAT pleasure to open the mail
from the APS office and find a GOLD award to
James Steinwinder for his editing work on our
newsletter. Our club has enjoyed having fantastic
editors for our newsletter over the years. Jim Sauer
was editor for so many years. I don’t know how
long? Jessica took it over for Jim and continued the
tradition of offering us a quality product.

The Collectors Club, of which I am a member, was
having a meeting that evening and I invited Mrs.
Stewart to accompany me to the meeting. She
accepted my invitation and took her stamps with her.
Mrs. Stewart very graciously exhibited these stamps

James wanted a report card on his version of the
newsletter as seen by others and submitted it to the
APS for review.
Continued on next page
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Newsletter continued…

do. Projects based on the US 1934 National Park
series, the 1944 Overrun Nation series, and Liberty
Series where all so popular that they had to be put
away before the end of the day. It is great to see
young people excited about stamps!

It was wonderful to open the mail and find a GOLD
award for his hard work. To win a GOLD award, it
was judged to be excellent in all the criteria. Please
congratulate James on his fine work. We should
NEVER take our newsletter editor for granted.

Ed: It should be noted that this is not the first time
the newsletter has won a gold award from the APS.
It also won a gold award in 2005 when Jim Sauer was
the editor.
__________________________________________
Scout-O-Rama 2018
On Saturday May 12th, the Silicon Valley Council of
the Boy Scouts of America hosted its annual ScoutO-Rama. This is a family event with a wide range of
activities hosted by local troops. There are many
traditional scouting skills that people can witness or
participate in. In conjunction with Boy Scout Troop
290 in the Almaden Valley, Brian Jones hosts a
stamp collecting booth. It offers youth the
opportunity to do a stamp project. The booth was
busy all day with all the available seats taken for
most of the day and a few kids had to be asked to
return later. It is estimated that between 80 and 100
youth completed a project. These are the same youth
projects that are available at the Fiesta youth table. A
couple of new projects premiered this year so a
young person returning will find something new to
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps

Club Member/Dealers
Richard Clever
Asia Philatelics
P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993
Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539
Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com
Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com
(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan)
Ron Biell

#79 – Scott 179 1875 Zachary Taylor

Euro-Asian Stamps
P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160
Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702
Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com
(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers
Worldwide)
Doug Gary
Douglas Gary
P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009
Phone: (408) 274-3939
Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com
(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps,
Autographs, Postcards)

#78 – Scott 733 1933 Byrd Expedition

Deepak Jaiswal
The India Specialist
PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303
Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044
Email: info@stampbay.com
(India)
Walt Kransky
Walts Postcards
www.thepostcard.com
Email: wrsky@att.net
(philatelic material, covers, postcards)
#77 – Scott 1264 1965 Winston Churchill
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