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Secretary
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Happy New Year!
2018 has ended and we are off and running in 2019. In the December Newsletter
I reviewed the many accomplisments the club achieved in 2018 and made a few
suggestions for 2019.
The club has some new challenges to deal with.
We need to find a new storage space for the
container we use to store our frames. We have
some new cost issues along with positions to fill
for the show. In addition to these new challenges,
there are the ongoing issues of recruitment of new
members, better visibility for the club and better
outreach to the general community. None of these
problems are insurmountable, but they will require
a team effort. Every member of the club has
something at stake so every member should be
ready to pitch in and help. Every member has
something to contribute and I am confident we can
and will overcome all the various issues we have.

Treasurer
*Jim Steinwinder …..……… 408 644 4090
callcps@aol.com
Webmaster/Newsletter
Jim Steinwinder ……….….. 408 644 4090
callcps@aol.com
Blog
Ron Biell ………..….……. 408 323 8702
Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
_______________________________________

Filatelic Fiesta 2018
Chairwoman
Jessica Rodriguex …….. 408 656 0623
Bourse Chairman
Ryan Wellmaker ……... 618-231-1860
Exhibits Chairman
Nestor Nunez …………. 415-290-3044

Club Website
www.sanjosesc.com

Club Blog
www.sjscblog.net

Filatelic Fiesta Website
www.filatelicfiesta.com

Correspondence:
San Jose Stamp Club
PO Box 730993
San Jose, CA 95173
_______________________________________

the San Jose Stamp
Club on Facebook

New board member Andy Hilton has already stepped up and taken on the
position of Bourse Chairman for 2019 with member George Leslie acting as
mentor. I (Jim Steinwinder) have started work on a plan to deal with the
additional cost issues related to the show. Brian with assistance from David
Occhipinti is leading the effort to locate new and affordable storage space for
the container. Talk to Brian about the various positions or tasks that need to be
addressed. There is always a something for everyone.
As for the problem of recruitment,
don’t be afraid to think outside the
box. The hobby has been declining
for years and new ideas are needed to
get everything back on track. If the
hobby is to survive it will need to
adapt to the times. Think about
various ways we can reach the
younger generations. All the things
that made stamp collecting fun and
appealing in the “old days” still apply. We just need to find ways to get the
message to the younger generations. We already have a presence on Facebook.
Perhaps joining other social media sites might help. Another idea might be
taking the message on the road, with presentations at community centers,
churches or schools. We have to dispel the idea that stamp collecting is an “old
mans” hobby. After all, most of those old men were boys when they started.
Don’t forget that stamp collecting is for girls as well. Let’s put our thinking
caps on and come up with some fresh approaches on how to solve this problem.
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variety of speakers. This will include both internal
members and external guests. It is essential that we
have meetings that are worth attending for both existing
members and optional guests. All of our experienced
collectors need to step-up and contribute, no
exceptions. We’re a friendly group and a presentation
doesn’t have to be a polished “show”. A casual
discussion on philatelic topic. I welcome hearing from
our less experienced collectors if there is something
you’d like to hear discussed. I’m making plans on
inviting a variety of guests, but I really need to club
members to step-up to take the lead on speaking.
You’re speaking among friends, so don’t worry about
a misspoken word or dropped thought.
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Second, plans are being made to send an invitation
letter and a copy of our new club tri-fold to known area
stamp collectors. We hope to make the invitation letter
compelling enough to inspire people to take the action
to come visit a meeting. A BIG part of this is our
invitees see that our meetings have interesting
presentations.
Our Fiesta mailing list has
approximately 200 people who are active in attending
shows and live within 10 miles of our meetings. I’m
optimistic that a well written invitation will generate
some fresh interest in the club.

No Activity

Website Updates
Photos from the Christmas dinner uploaded.
Minutes of the 11/07/2018 club meeting uploaded.
Photos from the Christmas Craft Fair uploaded.
December 2018 Newsletter uploaded.

__________________________________________
Remember the dates!

Third, I’d like to see us make presentations to social
clubs, service organizations, senior centers, and other
community organizations about the virtues of stamp
collecting. I recognize this is stretch goal, but worth
pursuing. As I said last month, I remain optimistic that
if we could just get the word out about the fun and
benefits of collecting stamps and postal history, that we
could add some new members.

Jan 2
San Jose Stamp Club Meeting
Jan 16
San Jose Stamp Club Meeting
Jan 5-6
Sacramento Stamp Fair
Jan 19-20 Great American Stamp Expo

__________________________________________
Presidents Message

Our efforts to accomplish this will solidify the club
with new members and a fresh energy. The reenergized team will give us a strong team to run
Filatelic Fiesta. We have some key changes in
leadership positions and I’m optimistic that working
together, we can do these things.

What do we want for our club in 2019? I believe we are
ready to take the next step in growth and activity.
We’ve got a good thing going and we should make the
effort. To do this, it will take effort from all of us. I
believe if we work together, we will succeed, and
likewise, if a few are expected to do all the work, we
will fail. Everyone’s ideas and input are welcome on
how we accomplish this. I’m proposing we take the
following steps.

Please call or email me with what and when your
presentation is going to be. I look forward to hearing
from you.

First, we need fill in the calendar with speakers and
presentations. If we’re going to invite people to attend,
we need to show a meeting schedule that includes a

Brian
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U.S. Coil Waste

By Peter Mosiondz, Jr.

World War I economy efforts produced some of the most
unusual and highly sought after issues of the 20th century.
The use of the Rotary Press in producing coil issues
greatly enhanced the quality of the stamps and resulted in
more efficient production methods. Coil issues were first
produced in this manner in 1914.

and thus we have the very unusual perforation 11 x 10
variety on Rotary Press sheet stamps. Up until that time,
the Rotary Press had been used solely for coil stamps. To
make matters even more perplexing, they were issued in
their original sheet configuration of 170 subjects; 17
vertical rows by 10 rows horizontal.

Sometime in early 1919 the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing came under pressure from the White House to cut
costs wherever they could. The war had cost the nation
more money than anyone had anticipated. To comply with
this directive, the Bureau attempted to make use of 170
subject coil sheets that had been produced five years
earlier and had laid dormant, awaiting destruction as
production over-runs. This group of sheets had already
received the vertical perforation 10, as was typical of the
Rotary Press coil issues.

Ever on the lookout for any new varieties, collectors soon
discovered this new stamp used on letters and demanded
that the stamps be placed on sale at the Philatelic Sales
Division in Washington. The request was honored and
shortly thereafter the stamps were placed. But, collectors
had discovered that there were three different types of
upper sheet margins. The first omitted the top row of
horizontal perforations. Another had the horizontal
perforations at the top, but the vertical perforations ended
at the edge of the design and did not extend into the
margins. The third was similar to the second except that
the vertical perforations extended to the very edge of the
sheet.
Again collectors clamored to have all three types made
available to them. The Sales Division did its best to
comply with their wishes. A special order was placed with
the Bureau for sheets of the 1¢ and 2¢ “imperforate
horizontally at the top”. The Bureau promptly
misinterpreted the order and proceeded to supply a
quantity of sheets of each denomination completely
devoid of any horizontal perforations. Strangely enough,
the Sales Division did not notice this mistake and the
supply of these “errors” were quickly used up in filling
the special orders coming in from collectors and dealers.
Due to the fact that they went directly into the hands of
philatelists, and never entered the commercial
marketplace, they are by no means rare today.

The Rotary Press enabled the Bureau to print, gum,
perforate and package the coils into rolls of up to 1,000
stamps without any manual effort. At times, two or more
sheets remained on the press roll. This is the so-called
“waste” which had been set aside and which the Bureau
now saw fit to use in order to comply with the government
mandate to economize wherever and whenever possible.
Normally these sheets would have been incinerated.

A major error does exist though on the 2¢ Type III (Scott
540b). There are 25 pairs known to lack the vertical
perforations. Another rare stamp is Scott 539, the 2¢ coil
waste issue from Type II plates. Only a very small
quantity of these is known and they will command prices
at or above the Scott Catalogue listing whenever they
change hands. Be careful though of altered Type III
stamps to resemble this rarity. Take a good look at the
shading lines in the ribbons for any evidence of scraping.

Since these sheets had already received their vertical
perforations, it was not a difficult task to send them to the
individual perforators to receive their horizontal
companions. The Flat Plate perforation 11 was employed

Continued on next page
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Coil Waste continued…

a philatelist, you have found a valuable item worthy of
inclusion in any top-notch specialized collection.

The genuine Type II’s have one shading line in each of
the ribbons. A type III has two shading lines. A 20-power
magnification can usually spot this nefarious action. The
best advice though is to insist on a certificate from one of
the leading expert committees as a condition of purchase.

Coil waste issues, even today, sell for a fraction of their
true worth. This is in all likelihood due to lack of full scale
publicity and lack of demand. It is also safe to say that
many collectors are either unknowing of their existence
or unaware of their fascinating story.

There were three denominations involved with the coil
waste issue; 1¢, 2¢ and 3¢, these being identified by their
Scott Catalogue numbers 538 through 541, which
includes both design types of the 2¢ variety.

A final caveat is in order. If seeking a postally used
example, make certain that the cancel is
contemporaneous. A certificate of authenticity is
suggested.

These stamps are seldom found with centering above fine.
Expect to pay a nice premium for grades of very fine and
better. We have not seen any production figures for these
stamps and it is unlikely that any records were kept at the
Bureau. It is generally agreed among experts that,
excepting the Scott 539, quantities issued range from two
to three million each. On the rare 2¢ Type II it is estimated
that as few as 20 sheets, or 3,400 stamps were given this
unusual 11 x 10 perforation.

________________________________________________

USPS Wants a Nickel More
It might be a good time to stock up on those “Forever”
stamps as the U.S. Postal Service requests a 10 percent
increase in the basic cost of a standard first-class letter,
which would go from the current 50 cents up to 55 cents.

During the spring of 1921 the Bureau once again made
use of coil waste sheets. There is one major difference
though between these and the ones we just spoke about.
These sheets had never received their vertical perforations
and were perforated instead by the Flat Plate Press as
perforation gauge 11 in both directions. When compared
to the previous issue, these 1¢ and 2¢ stamps (Scott #’s
545 and 546) are many times scarcer. Even though it is
generally agreed that the quantities issued were similar, it
took much longer for collectors to discover their existence
and thus fewer examples survived. At the time, they were
mistaken for their then normal Flat Plate perforated 11
regular issues (Scott #’s 498 and 499).

If approved by the Postal Regulatory Commission,
according to United Press International, “the 5-cent
increase for a 1-ounce letter stamp would be the largest
single-year increase for a stamp in USPS history. The
agency’s last biggest bump in price for a 1-ounce letter
stamp was 4 cents in 1991, going from 25 cents to 29
cents.”
According to Associated Press, if the USPS proposal is
approved by regulators to take effect in January, while the
basic domestic rate would increase, the price of each
additional ounce would go down, from 21 cents to 15
cents.

The distinguishing characteristic of Rotary versus Flat
Plate printed stamps is in the design measurement of the
stamp. The stamp paper is stretched in the direction of the
curvature of the press. In the case of the Rotary Press, the
design is approximately one millimeter (1mm) greater in
width than the Flat Plate Press. On the Flat Press the
design is stretched vertically, which results in a taller but
narrower design.

Application for the increase arrives following criticism
of the Postal Service by President Trump for “losing a
fortune” by failing to charge higher postal rates for highly
profitable retailers such as Amazon.
Associated Press claims “The Postal Service has seen
years of financial losses as an unrelenting drop in mail
volume and costs of its health care and pension
obligations outweighed strong gains in package
deliveries.”

As with their 1919 coil waste counterparts, centering is
extremely poor. Expect to pay a huge premium if a very
fine example is found. If you find one of these on a nonphilatelic cover, which is on ordinary letter not to or from
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20th Century U.S. Fancy Cancels - Some Philatelic Amusement
by Steve Swain
Bear, Arkansas. Henton, Illinois. Greenleaf, Oregon. Hammer, South Dakota. Money, Mississippi. Fishertown,
Pennsylvania. Cracker, Kentucky. Granted, somewhat oddly named cities. But does the commonality go beyond that?
These, and many more such cities across the U.S., are the focus of a rather amusing topical collecting theme related to early
20th century U.S. fancy cancels, that is, pictorial designs that were derived from the town's name.
Many of the almost 2,000 fancy cancellations from the period between the early 1920s to the mid-1930s were a result of a
directive by the Postmaster General in 1910, and again in 1928, NOT to apply a dated postmark on the front of a registered
letter. These instructions, however, failed to provide guidance to the local postmasters exactly how to "kill" the stamps on
the front of the envelope.

“Bear” Fancy Cancel with Nov 7, 1929 BEAR, ARK circular date stamp on reverse.

Some postmasters saw this as an opportunity to create attractive and unusual designs to cancel the stamps. And, before long,
collectors decided to carve fancy killers and were able to persuade local postmasters (whose compensation was based on
the number of pieces they processed) to use the fancy cancellations on registered mail deposited there.
Below are some additional clever pictorial designs for cancellations applied to registered letters.

"Blue Jumping Fish “, Fishertown, PA., May 24, 1934 - "Bells", Blue Bell, PA., December 15, 1934
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"Boats“, Boat, KY., April 25, 1930 - "Wings", Wings, IL., March 3, 1932
Some beautiful multiples and combinations exist for the “town name” cancellations found on registered mail. Here are
some examples:

1/2 cent Harding Imperf
Scott # 156
Bear, Arkansas

2 cent General von Steuben
Scott #689
Money, Mississippi

2 cent General Wayne Memorial
Scott #680
Castleton, Indiana

1 cent Franklin
Scott #552
Henton, Arkansas

Enlarged View of Cancellation
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When not being used on registered mail, the fancy “town name” cancellations found many uses on regular mailings, seen
below.

Bourbonnais, Illinois (“Bourbon”)

Columbus, Arkansas

Cracker, Ky (“Firecracker”)

Greenleaf, Oregon

Henton, Illinois (“Hen”)

FiftySix, Arkansas

StarBee, Arkansas

Mexico, In. (“Mexican Cowboy”)

Although these fancy, non-standard cancellations were technically contrary to regulations, the process was not officially
halted by Washington until the late 1930s. The desire for philatelists and postmasters to create their unique “town name”
cancels then began to fade.
But for the span of years in the 20s to mid-30s, a multitude of colorful and interesting cancels were designed and used,
many of them are unlike anything ever done before in terms of their creative style and multiple strikes.
For additional information about 20th century U.S. fancy cancellations, see: William R. Weiss, Jr. and Foster W. Loso,
The Complete Pricing Guide of United States 20th Century Fancy Cancellations (W.R. Weiss, Jr. 1987).
Also visit The Post Mark Collectors Club at http://www.postmarks.org/ for an introduction to postmark collecting,
information about the Postmark Museum in Bellevue, Ohio, and links to other postmark collecting sites.
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2018 SJSC/SJPC Christmas Dinner
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Forgeries With Stories
By Hans Stolz

Two months later the regular issue 10 franc black, printed
in sheets of 50, was issued (Scott number 152) and
remained on sale for 12 years, until another printing had
to be made in 1934.

On December 22, 1922, Grand Duchess Charlotte of
Luxembourg gave birth to a daughter, Princess Elisabeth.
It was decided that this happy occasion should be
celebrated by a special stamp issue.

In the meantime the souvenir sheet enjoyed great
popularity and quickly increased in value. Then, here
came the forger.

The printing firm of Joh. Enschede in Haarlem, the
Netherlands, was already preparing a stamp for regular
issue, a 10 franc black showing the city of Luxembourg.
The firm was ordered to print a small number of these 10
franc stamps in green on a 78 x 59 milimeter sheet of
paper. This was the world’s first souvenir sheet. Earlier
some stamps had been printed in sheetlets of five or ten
stamps, but this one was intended to commemorate a
special event. In the margins it was to have a punch~out
in the shape of a crown.

He produced a well-executed item, but there are many
differences in the design. The most noticeable difference
is in the cloud formations. Also the inner frameline
around the vignette is missing. The right arm of the “un in
“LUXEMBOURG” is slightly to the right of the vertical
post in the railing in the genuine, while exactly in line in
the forgery. Careful study reveals other subtle differences
between the genuine stamp and the forgery.

Figure 3
Figure 1

Since the 10 franc black was a common stamp, readily
available, and identical in design, it was easy to ascertain
if any souvenir sheet was genuine or a forgery. But the
forger had a solution for this. Since he still had his die, he
now started printing a large quantity of the 10 franc black.
He flooded the market with them, thereby causing great
confusion among collectors, who for a while did not know
which was which.

The souvenir sheet (Scott number 151) was issued on
January 3, 1923. It sold out almost immediately and a
second printing was ordered. It went on sale January 15.
The perforations on the first printing framed the design.
On the second printing the perforations extended from the
corners.
A total of 5,100 souvenir sheets were printed.

Figure 4
Figure 2

Continued on next page
Page 9

San Jose Stamp Club
APS Chapter

0264-025791

Founded 1927, Club show since 1928

January 2019

________________________________________________________________________________
Forgeries continued…

Do You Buy Stamps?
By Peter Mosiondz, Jr.

In 1902 the postal service of the Netherlands Indies
needed an additional value of a half-cent stamp. The two
cent brown, issued in 1884 (Scott number 18) was still in
large supply. Two and a half million of these stamps were
overprinted with “1/2". Both the half-cent stamp and the
two cent stamp (Scott number 18) are common and of
little value.

This happens to be one of the most frequently asked
questions of us. Sometimes, in an effort to practice
economy, the last word is omitted but we are still able to
ascertain the inquirer’s intent without much difficulty.
There have been numerous occasions when we wished to
reply, “No, we do not buy any stamps. When certain items
are required for our inventory we simply turn to our
Stamps Needed machine and enter the Scott Catalogue
numbers desired. After the proper commands are entered
for used or unused and centering, we merely press our
green ‘start’ button and within seconds we have sufficient
material to replenish our stock.” Ah, the wonders of the
modern computer age, eh?
We are not referring solely to those face-to-face
encounters at shows or in our office. A surprisingly large
number of these inquiries arrive by email or postal mail.
But, so far we have bitten our tongue and retort with,
“What do you have for sale?”

Figure 5
A few years before World War II, while I was still in the
Netherlands, this half-cent stamp surfaced with an
inverted overprint. It was found in a packet of 100
different Netherlands Indies stamps. The inverted
overprint was an unknown variety and caused great
excitement. Everybody started looking for it. Sure enough
another one was found. Also in a packet.

We would prefer that the seller be a bit more specific.
Perhaps asking, “Are you currently buying fine and better
material, like unhinged plate blocks of the 1920 to 1940
era?”, or, “I have a small collection of early U.S. stamps
that I’d like to sell. The stamps are all used in the 19th
century and used and unused for those issues up to 1930.
There are a few faults and I have noted them.” That kind
of language is a sweet song to any U.S. dealer’s ears—
and mine tend to perk up when I encounter someone
willing to offer such detailed specifics.

However both turned out to be forgeries.
Why would anyone forge a stamp that did not exist?

When we ask the seller to send the stamps to us in order
that they may be properly evaluated, you would think that
we are asking that one of his children be sent instead.
Indignation usually reigns at our attempt to make a fair
offer. More than once we have had a scathing reply calling
our personal attention to the integrity of the seller and
boldly questioning our audacity to think otherwise.

The packets that contained the inverted overprints were
traced back to the original supplier. He turned out to ~
part-time packet maker. He owned a printing shop and
made packets only as a sideline. When questioned he
stated that at one time he was one stamp short of
completing 100 different, so he took the two cent stamps,
of which he had plenty, and overprinted them to complete
his packets. He had not been aware that he had printed
some of them upside down.

Even though we advertise that we deal solely in pre-1940
U.S. stamps, we are asked to buy everything from foreign
collections to first day covers.

Most intriguingly, those stamps he overprinted correctly
are still around. Therefore, forgeries exist of a stamp that,
when genuine, is worth only a nickel.

Continued on next page
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Do You Buy Stamps continued…

Some Famous Stamp Collectors

When the reply is made in the negative, we are looked
upon with disbelief. “You’re a stamp dealer aren’t you?
Why aren’t you interested in buying my stamps?”
When we point out that we do not sell that type of material
and that the collector should seek out the dealers from
whom it was purchased, the veins begin to pop out in the
neck and the face turns a deep crimson. The legendary
stamp dealer Pat Herst called this breed of collectors The
Impossibles.
We have yet another name in mind. We would suggest
that the seller make the material presentable and in an
orderly fashion. This means casting aside all protective
mounts and arranging the stamps in catalog order on stock
pages for ease of inspection. An inventory list, again in
sequential order, is a big plus as well. The dealer is then
able to check off each item as it has been examined and
make any necessary notations as to condition and the like.

Jacques Cousteau
The French explorer and researcher, who died in
1997, collected French stamps. In 2001 France
issued a commemorative stamp depicting Cousteau.

We have yet to meet a seller who does not possess some
idea of the price that is desired. Why not state the price up
front? A simple declaration such as, “These are the better
items; the ones in this book are more or less common; and
these are the few flawed items. I would like to receive
$______ for the collection.” In our humble opinion this
surely beats playing Let’s Make a Deal.
It is hoped that these few words will inspire many
prospective sellers to foster a better line of
communication with their favorite dealer or dealers when
the time comes to sell. Assuredly—and in practically
every instance—it will cast the seller in a much better
light with the dealer. And note this most especially: If the
seller’s price is a fair one, there should be little doubt that
it can be readily agreed upon.
________________________________________________

====================================
+ + + Dues Time + + +

Franklin Delano Roosevelt

It’s that time of year again for your annual club
dues. Please pay them in a timely manner so the
treasurer doesn’t have to harass you for months
on end for you to pay them. Thanks.
====================================

The 32nd President of the United States of America,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, was an enthusiastic collector
of stamps. During his presidency he did much to
promote philately. He collected American stamps
and also proofprints.
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps

Club Member/Dealers
Richard Clever
Asia Philatelics
P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993
Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539
Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com
Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com
(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan)

#58 – Scott 1331-1332
1967 5 cent Accomplishments in Space

Ron Biell
Euro-Asian Stamps
P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160
Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702
Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com
(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers
Worldwide)
Doug Gary
Douglas Gary
P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009
Phone: (408) 274-3939
Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com
(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps,
Autographs, Postcards)

#57 – Scott O71 1873 $20 State Dept. Official

Deepak Jaiswal
The India Specialist
PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303
Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044
Email: info@stampbay.com
(India)
Walt Kransky
Walts Postcards
www.thepostcard.com
Email: wrsky@att.net
(philatelic material, covers, postcards)
#56 – Scott 630 1926 2 cent White Plains
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