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2019 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

Bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti …………   408 723 0122 

 

Secretary 

*Stan Flowerdew …………..  408 378 5550 

sflowerdew@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer 

*Jim Steinwinder …..………  408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

Webmaster/Newsletter 

Jim Steinwinder ……….…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net   

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2019 

Chairman 

Brian Jones …….…….. 408 300 3377 

 

Bourse Chairman 

Andy Hilton …………... 408 377 1442 

 

Exhibits Chairman 

Open 

 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

Let's Grow the Philatelic Community Together! 

Attention all APS Chapters!: Are you up for the challenge? 

 

APS Chapter Challenge Details: 

Between January 1, 2019 and June 30, 2019 APS will provide an extra 

$5 payment for each new member for any chapter that sponsors 10 

or more new members. Payments will be made in July 2019.   

In addition, cash prizes of $1,000, $500 and $250 will be offered to the 

three chapters who recruit the most APS members (minimum of 25 

required to qualify). 

Who Counts? 

Any individual who joins the APS as a regular or life member between 

January 1, 2019 and June 30, 2019 and has not been an APS member 

during the previous three years.  Associate members and conversions 

from regular to life membership do not count.  Reinstatements of 

individuals who were last members of the APS more than three years ago 

will count toward the total number of members sponsored but no 

recruiting credit or bonus $5 payment is provided for reinstated members. 

Chapters may solicit new members directly or send names and addresses 

of prospective members to APS for solicitation.  Each new member may 

only be credited to a single club.  The first party to refer an individual as 

a potential member gets the credit for being their sponsor. 

Results will be announced at the APS General Meeting at StampShow 

2019 on August 3 in Omaha, Nebraska. 

 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
https://stamps.org/Collect/Clubs
https://stamps.org/Join-Parent/Member-Benefits
https://classic.stamps.org/Membership-Rates
https://stamps.org/Collect/Shows-Events-Calendar/StampShow
https://stamps.org/Collect/Shows-Events-Calendar/StampShow
https://stamps.org/Collect/Shows-Events-Calendar/StampShow
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__________________________________________ 

Presidents Message 

As the club president and show chairman, I’ve been giving 

the future a lot of thought. I’ve written about some of these 

topics before, but it worth readdressing and updating.  What 

do we want for the club and show?  To succeed, we’re going 

to have try some new things and take new approaches. I see 

the key actions as the following:  

 Grow the club membership 

o Increased membership will facilitate many of 

the other actions 

o A larger club will help keep having meetings 

you want to attend 

o Follow-up mailings to prospective members 

 Develop a healthy philatelic community in the region 

o Even if people don’t join the SJSC, a wide base 

of local collectors is a positive in many ways 

o Make presentations at civic and service 

organizations  

o Encourage people of all ages to start collecting 

o Support existing collectors to develop their 

collecting 

 Support the development of philatelic societies in the 

area 

o Philatelic societies having local chapters will 

continue to help 

o The SJSC can be a terrific resource to societies 

wanting to create a local chapter 

 Continue to grow and develop Filatelic Fiesta 

o New members will be a big help to host the 

show 

o Build a relationship with an auction house to 

help attract high end collectors 

o Bay Area philatelic societies could use FF to 

host meetings and exhibit 

o Everything above will create a strong market 

for dealers  

To start the process of growing the club, we sent out 206 

letters & club tri-folds to people on our mailing list within 

San Jose, Los Gatos, Saratoga, and Campbell. While no one 

attended the first meeting after the mailing, I’m still 

optimistic our efforts will pay off in the long term.  

An important aspect of all of this is how we look at these 

activities. Join me in looking for ways to make them a 

success and look forward to new members, new societies, 

and a vibrant show.  We can make these things a success.  If 

we drag our feet and just see this as more work, it is certain 

that these projects will fail. These activities are 

interconnected, and we can be successful if we put in a group 

effort.  

How our club and show go forward is NOT my singular 

decision. I welcome and encourage your thoughts and 

feedback. Are you looking for something I haven’t 

mentioned?  I’d like to hear from you.  

Brian 

New SJSC Members: 

Gary Morris: Most of us already know Gary as he is a local 

dealer, nice guy, and has a table at all local shows. At our 

Feb 20th meeting, he led an interesting presentation on early 

Hawaiian issues and how to look out for fraud on eBay and 

other on-line sources.  

Shav La Vigne: A member of the San Jose Postcard Club 

and its new president. He is also a member of the Sequoia 

Stamp Club. Shav especially enjoys collecting postcards of 

ships and naval vessels. We look forward to continuing our 

close relationship with the Postcard Club.  
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The Importance of a Competent 

Appraisal 
By Peter Mosiondz, Jr. 

Foolish is the individual who travels the highway of life 

without a Last Will and Testament. Just as imprudent 

is the philatelist who insists that he or she is in no need 
of a competent appraisal of their stamp collection. 

Since most competent appraisals cost about the same 

amount as a will, it is surprising to us that more 

collectors do not avail themselves of the many benefits 

that the appraisal has to offer. The key word here is 
“competent”. We’ll explain a bit later. 

Appraisals come in all types of categories, each with a 

specific purpose. We will briefly discuss the five most 

common types; Gift, Probate, Sale, Insurance and 
Capital Gains. 

Gift and Probate Appraisals 

The Gift and Probate Appraisals are similar except for 

the fact that the former is used when one wishes to 

identify the value of a philatelic gift made by a living 

person. This appraisal will assist the collector at income 

tax time. The Probate Appraisal, also necessary for tax 

preparation, is given to ascertain the value of a 

philatelic bequeathal made in a Last Will. Both types 
use replacement value which will be described later. 

Sale Appraisal 

The Sale Appraisal is frequently used by collectors to 

protect their heirs for the eventual day when the 

collection is to be sold. Unless one has found the secret 

method of transporting one’s collection to that great 

stamp club in the sky, all collections will one day be 
sold. 

The Sale Appraisal is also used by the collector who 

desires to sell part or all of their collection. Perhaps it 

is that collection of Upper Lower Island in which one 

has lost interest. Maybe it is a portion that needs to be 

sold to raise some cash for an emergency. Or perhaps it 

is a specialized collection that the local stamp shop is 

unable to handle. Whatever the reason, it is best to have 

an idea before the collection is sold as to just how much 
one may expect to receive from the sale. 

Earlier we mention that one should seek a competent 

philatelic appraisal. The runny-nosed youth next door 

who happens to head the school stamp club is no more 

suited to appraise your collection than is the local 

pharmacist. Neither is Uncle Ralph who just “knows” 

that your stamps are worth a small fortune. Why they 

must be, “For some of them are well over a hundred 

years old.” And, having a home-made appraisal with 

the values taken from a catalog or dealer price list is 

just as inadequate. 

A competent philatelic appraisal is always made by a 

professional philatelist, preferably an ASDA member, 

who is ready to back up the appraised value with a 

check for purchase at the appraised price. The 

appraised price must be such that, if the collection were 

shown to another dealer, the appraised price would be 

just as readily paid without haggling. Remembering 

that the professional depends on the purchase and sale 

of stamps and covers to ensure a continued livelihood, 

the appraised value must be one that enables the dealer 
to make a fair profit, not an exorbitant one. 

Insurance Appraisal 

The Insurance Appraisal is an important type of 

appraisal should when purchasing a stamp insurance 

policy with one of the widely advertised providers. It is 

understood that it is not required to have an appraisal to 

obtain a stamp collector or dealer insurance policy. One 

merely lists a lump sum total of the replacement cost of 

the items in the collection, totaling all the lower-priced 

items and itemizing the more expensive ones. 

Replacement value is the amount that a collector would 

expect to pay right now if the collection were to be 

stolen.  

However, values change quite frequently. Remember 

that just a short time ago dealers were willing to pay 

much more for a set of Zepps than what they are selling 

the same set for today. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Competent Appraisal continued… 

The cost of this type of appraisal is so modest that the 

collector should give it consideration. Just as important 

is the matter of obtaining stamp insurance. At last 

glance with my provider, one could keep a collection 

valued at up to $50,000 in the home office without the 

need of a safe. Of course the coverage does not provide 

for damage caused by ketchup stains or coffee spills. 

Capital Gains Appraisal 

This is the final type of appraisal we’ll discuss. Simply 

stated, this appraisal is based solely on the monetary 

amount furnished by the collector, using purchase 

receipts and invoices to obtain the figures. You should 

seek only a certified appraiser with experience in this 
field. 

Summary 

To sum up the basics, the Gift, Probate and Insurance 

Appraisals use replacement cost as their basis. The Sale 

Appraisal is the amount that the professional philatelist 

will pay the collector to enable a fair mark-up for resale 

purpose. Gift appraisals are used to determine one’s tax 
liability. 

Probate appraisals are necessary to determine the 

replacement value of the philatelic items in the estate, 

again to satisfy tax liability. Insurance appraisals best 

protect the collector in submitting a claim should the 

collection be stolen. An Insurance Appraisal should be 
updated annually or, at least, bi-annually. 

Appraisal Fees 

Now that you are familiar with the various types of 

appraisals, let’s discuss what one might expect to pay 

for these services. We can only state our current fees. 

How these compare to other appraisers is unknown. It 

is suggested that you obtain at least two or three quotes 

and get a “feel” for the dealer before making a 
commitment. 

For all appraisals, except the Capital Gains, my present 

fee is 1% of the total appraised value. My minimum 

invoice for one of these appraisals performed in my 

office is $50 and $100 when conducted in the client’s 

home or place of business. Travel fees are separate 

invoice items. The Capital Gains Appraisal is invoiced 

at ½% of the total valuation owing to the more 

simplistic nature. The travel items are again invoiced 

separately. We normally waive all fees for established 
customers. 

In Conclusion 

Do yourself a favor by having the appropriate appraisal 

performed for your individual needs. By doing so you 

will do your loved ones the greatest favor. You will 

have the peace of mind knowing that, whenever the 
collection is sold, it will bring a fair price. 

You may be surprised at just how many attorneys and 

executors fail to seek competent (there’s that word 

again!) philatelic advice when handling the estate of a 

collector. In our long career we have had the misfortune 

to listen to dozens of horror tales at collections being 
sold for a mere pittance. 

Remember also that, just like the Last Will and 

Testament, you should have updates performed every 

year or two. Just maintain accurate records of all your 

purchases made since the original proposal was drawn 

up and you will see that the cost of the update is very 

reasonable, my fee being $25 at the present time. 
Again, there is no charge for established clients. 

_____________________________________________ 
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The Spring Season 

Spring is one of the four conventional temperate 

seasons, following winter and preceding summer. 

There are various technical definitions of spring, but 

local usage of the term varies according to local 

climate, cultures and customs. When it is spring in 

the Northern Hemisphere, it is autumn in the 

Southern Hemisphere and vice versa. At the spring 

(or vernal) equinox, days and nights are 

approximately twelve hours long, with day length 

increasing and night length decreasing as the season 

progresses.  

Spring and "springtime" refer to the season, and also 

to ideas of rebirth, rejuvenation, renewal, 

resurrection and regrowth. Subtropical and tropical 

areas have climates better described in terms of other 

seasons, e.g. dry or wet, monsoonal or cyclonic. 

Cultures may have local names for seasons which 

have little equivalence to the terms originating in 

Europe.  

Meteorological reckoning 

Meteorologists generally define four seasons in 

many climatic areas: spring, summer, autumn (fall) 

and winter. These are demarcated by the values of 

their average temperatures on a monthly basis, with 

each season lasting three months. The three warmest 

months are by definition summer, the three coldest 

months are winter and the intervening gaps are spring 

and autumn. Spring, when defined in this manner, 

can start on different dates in different regions.  

Thus, in the US and UK, spring months are March, 

April and May, while in New Zealand and Australia, 

spring conventionally begins on September 1 and 

ends November 30.  

Swedish meteorologists define the beginning of 

spring as the first occasion on which the average 

daytime temperature exceeds zero degrees Celsius 

for seven consecutive days, thus the date varies with 

latitude and elevation.  

 

Astronomical and solar reckoning 

Astronomical vernal equinox seen from the site of 

Pizzo Vento at Fondachelli Fantina, Sicily 

In some cultures in the Northern Hemisphere (e.g. 

Germany), the astronomical vernal equinox (varying 

between 19 and 21 March) is taken to mark the first 

day of spring, and the summer solstice (around 21 

June) is taken as the first day of summer. In Persian 

culture the first day of spring is the first day of the 

first month (called Farvardin) which begins on 20 or 

21 March. In other traditions, the equinox is taken as 

mid-spring.  

In the traditional Chinese calendar, the "spring" 

season (春 ) consists of the days between Lichun 

(February 3–5), taking Chunfen (March 20–22) as its 

midpoint, then ending at Lixia (May 5–7). Similarly, 

according to the Celtic tradition, which is based 

solely on daylight and the strength of the noon sun, 

spring begins in early February (near Imbolc or 

Candlemas) and continues until early May (Beltane).  

Ecological reckoning 

The beginning of spring is not always determined by 

fixed calendar dates. The phenological or ecological 

definition of spring relates to biological indicators, 

such as the blossoming of a range of plant species, 

the activities of animals, and the special smell of soil 

that has reached the temperature for micro flora to 

flourish. These indicators, along with the beginning 

of spring, vary according to the local climate and 

according to the specific weather of a particular year. 

Most ecologists divide the year into six seasons that 

have no fixed date. In addition to spring, ecological 

reckoning identifies an earlier separate prevernal 

(early or pre-spring) season between the hibernal 

(winter) and vernal (spring) seasons. This is a time 

when only the hardiest flowers like the crocus are in 

bloom, sometimes while there is still some snow 

cover on the ground. 

__________________________________________ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temperate_climate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Hemisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Autumn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Hemisphere
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equinox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daytime_(astronomy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subtropical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vernal_equinox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fondachelli-Fantina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sicily
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_equinox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Summer_solstice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farvardin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chun_(season)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chun_(season)
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%E6%98%A5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lichun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chunfen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lixia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_tradition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imbolc
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candlemas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beltane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phenology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weather
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“Burn as Usual” 

Alexandria ‘Blue Boy’ Franked                       

One-of-a-Kind Love Letter 

On July 1, 1845, new postal rates came into effect: 5 

cents per half-ounce for letters travelling 300 miles 

or less, and twice that for letters going farther. 

Postmasters in a handful of U.S. municipalities 

wondered why they couldn’t prepay the rates with 

postage stamps, introduced in Great Britain in 1840. 

They issued their own provisional stamps before 

Congress finally authorized the U.S. postmaster-

general to do so in 1847, and these early imperforate 

adhesives are some of the scarcest and most sought-

after items in the American album. 

Three of the stamps are unique 5-cent denominations 

known only used on cover. Primitive handstamped 

1846 postmaster provisional stamps of Boscawen, 

New Hampshire, and Lockport, New York, are each 

today valued at $300,000. But the most elusive of 

these provisionals is the 1846 5-cent typeset black on 

blue paper stamp mailed in November 1847 from 

Alexandria to Richmond, Virginia. 

 

Six examples of this design in two styles were 

printed in black on buff-colored paper, but the “Blue 

Boy,” as its name implies, is the only one printed on 

bright blue paper. For its value, Scott shows only a 

long dash (—), used when an item is so scarce or 

infrequently available that there is no way to 

establish a reliable catalog value. 

The last time this cover changed hands – 38 years ago 

in Geneva – it was reportedly acquired by an 

anonymous collector in Europe for $1,000,000 U.S. 

It was the first single U.S. philatelic item to break the 

million-dollar barrier, a record the Blue Boy held for 

many years. 

     But here’s the thing; this cover shouldn’t exist. 

The lover who mailed it clearly marked it “Burn as 

Usual” — a sign that the young lovers between 

whom the cover passed had concealed their mutual 

affection before by destroying the evidence, 

obliterating the paper trail. Neither his nor her family 

approved of their relationship. 

One dedicated, thoughtful woman, May Day Taylor, 

took up the challenge of trying to find out who these 

lovers were, and what had become of them. The 

recommended arson was avoided of course, and the 

couple was eventually united — a happy ending for 

all concerned. 

Taylor wrote a book, "The Alexandria Blue Boy: the 

Postmaster, the Letter and the Legend" and she told 

the story as well in the May 2006 American 

Philatelist, which APS members a can access online 

from the American Philatelic Research Library's 

homepage then follow the links for "Digital 

Library".  

__________________________________________ 

Late Newsletter? 

The March Newsletter is a little late due to the fact 

that your editor had to extend his trip to China to 5 

weeks from the original plan of only staying 3 weeks. 

Given the importance of a timely Newsletter your 

editor will make every effort to curtail this from 

happening again in the future.  

https://stamps.org/Learn/Library
https://stamps.org/Learn/Library
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_"Blue_Boy"_Postmaster's_Provisional
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Civil War Cherokee Regiments -

An Indian Nation Divided 
By Patricia A. Kaufmann 

 

They are plain hand carried covers, but that is how 

they are most often found. One is marked “Official” 

at the upper left corner and was carried by military 

courier. It is addressed to “Col. John Drew CSA, 

Comdg Cherokee Reg Webbers Falls CN” 

(Cherokee Nation). The other cover, representing the 

other side of the dueling Cherokee nation, is 

addressed to Brig. Gen. Stand Watie near Fort Smith, 

Ark(ansas), also hand carried and noted “Official 

Business”. These were both owned by the late 

Gordon Bleuler whose collection was sold recently. 

 

Even before the fledgling Confederacy was formed, 

in the Indian Territory there was a long standing 

issue brewing. Keeping whites out of the Cherokee 

Nation in the East was clearly hopeless, especially 

after gold was discovered on Cherokee land in 1828 

and President Andrew Jackson refused to enforce the 

Supreme Court’s Worcester v. Georgia decision in 

1832 in which it was held that Cherokee Native 

Americans were entitled to federal protection from 

the actions of state governments which would 

infringe on the tribe’s sovereignty. 

Consequently, some of a Cherokee leaders supported 

removal to the West. On December 29, 1835 they 

signed the Treaty of New Echota giving up all claims 

to lands in the East in return for compensation and 

land west of the Mississippi River. Other Cherokees, 

led by Chief John Ross, bitterly opposed the treaty 

and fought removal, but the U.S. Senate ratified the 

treaty and the U.S. enforced the Cherokee removal 

known as the “Trail of Tears”. 

 

In 1861, Principal Chief John Ross tried desperately 

to keep the Cherokee Nation out of the white man’s 

war; he urged neutrality. But the Union abandoned 

all Indian Territory military posts in the spring of 

1861, violating treaty pledges and making the area 

vulnerable to Confederate attack. By the end of the 

summer, alliance with the Confederacy became the 

only rational course of action. A treaty was 

negotiated but, in spite of the alliance, the Cherokee 

had no affection for the Southern States who had 

forced them from their homeland in the East. 

The Cherokees formed a secret society called “Kee-

too-wah” or “the pins”, because each member wore 

two common pins in the form of a cross, representing 

war pikes, on the coat or hunting shirt. The “pins” 

were mostly full-bloods, and the society was 

organized mainly to encourage the people in keeping 

Continued on the next page  
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Indian Nation Divided continued… 

up the old tribal customs and to prevent their taking 

up the ways of the whites. Few of the full-bloods 

owned slaves, though some did. The head of the 

“pins” regiment, Col. John Drew, was a slave holder. 

Drew was also married to Chief John Ross’ niece. 

In December, many of the full-bloods in Col. John 

Drew’s Second Cherokee Mounted Rifles had 

deserted to avoid fighting against Opothleyahola’s 

Loyal Creeks on their exodus to Kansas. 

In July 1862, Union troops occupied the capital city 

of Tahlequah and, after some negotiation, Chief Ross 

was voluntarily captured. Ross traveled to 

Washington to try to convince President Lincoln that 

the Confederate Treaty was signed under duress and 

the majority of Cherokee were loyal to the Union. 

The National Council rescinded the Confederate 

Treaty and emancipated slaves in the Cherokee 

Nation. However, it was another year before Federal 

Troops effectively controlled the Cherokee Nation. 

The Nation was essentially a no man’s land. 

 

With the outbreak of the Civil War, Stand Watie, a 

wealthy Cherokee planter and slave owner in the 

Indian Territory, sided with the Confederacy and was 

commissioned as a colonel in July 1861. His 

regiment was the First Cherokee Mounted 

Volunteers. Watie and his troops, together with all 

other forces in the field fighting for the confederacy, 

refused to accept the action rejoining the Union. This 

faction, still true to the south, promptly declared that 

it represented the real Cherokee Nation and 

proceeded to form a government, choosing Stand 

Watie as principal chief in August 1862. 

From this time until the close of the War Between the 

States, there were really two Cherokee nations. One, 

claiming John Ross as its executive head, had left the 

Confederacy. Each claimed to be the real Cherokee 

Nation and asserted that the other one was only a 

rebellious minority. 

Watie spent much of the war waging guerrilla 

warfare in the Indian Territory and adjacent states. In 

May 1864, he was promoted to brigadier general 

becoming the highest ranking Indian to fight in the 

Civil War. Historical records indicate that Watie’s 

army had “not a tent, blanket, nor any clothes, except 

the few they had on their backs, and four-fifths were 

barefooted.” 

 

On June 29, 1995, the U.S. Post Office issued a set 

of twenty commemorative stamps showing people 

and battles of the Civil War. One of the stamps shows 

Stand Watie on horseback after a raid. On June 23, 

1865, over two months after Lee’s surrender, 

Cherokee Stand Watie became the last Confederate 

general to surrender his forces. 
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Knowledge pays dividends 

By Peter Mosiondz, Jr. 

For me the greatest source of pleasure and philatelic 

education is in the breaking down of collections and 

accumulations that I have bought. 

Plunging head first into my Scott Specialized Catalogue 

and other reference material is pure bliss as I attribute 

each stamp. There is also the very real possibility of 

making a “find”. And, this has happened on more than one 

occasion. If something better than originally thought is 

found in a collection purchased from a collector or estate, 

a further check is sent. Then again sometimes a find is 

made under the very nose of a dealer who should know 

better. Let me give you two examples. The unknowing 

parties will have to remain nameless. 

Once while examining lots at a major New York auction 

house, I was looking at what was described in the auction 

catalog as a 1¢ Blue Type IV (Scott No. 23). On the stamp 

that I was examining, both the top and bottom outer lines 

were clearly broken. This makes it a Type III (Scott 21) 

and easily worth at least three times the Type IV price. 

The best part is that this stamp was completely sound and 

was in fact one of the nicest 21’s I had ever seen. Fearing 

that someone else would notice the obvious, I waited in 

great anticipation as the lot came up for bid. A few 

nominal bids were offered and the lot was mine at a 

bargain price. I had a buyer who insisted on a Philatelic 

Foundation certificate and it was subsequently sold with 

good papers. 

In another instance I found a 3¢ Rose “C” Grill (Scott 83) 

resting in a (major) dealer’s stock book identified, believe 

it or not, as an “E” Grill (Scott 88). I asked if he was 

certain that it was Scott 88 to which a curt reply of, 

“You’re a dealer. You should know what it is” was given. 

Yes, I knew what it was and paid his price. I happened to 

be doing a rather large show at the time and later the next 

day a collector visited my table and couldn’t pay quickly 

enough for the sound Scott 83 he had been seeking for 

some time. Again, the Philatelic Foundation certificate 

was requested and obtained. 

Now before I get all kinds of nasty replies, let me make 

one thing perfectly clear. If it were a newer dealer who 

would not be expected to have the depth of knowledge 

that a full-time professional should have, the error of his 

ways would be pointed out and a not to be forgotten 

lesson would be learned. But, how can anyone holding 

himself out to be a major player mistake a “C” Grill for 

an “E” Grill. Look up the differences and you will see for 

yourself. 

The perusal of reference books and clippings in my office 

is tantamount to a classroom session. I was fortunate 

enough to have known Lester Brookman, Herbert Bloch, 

Pat Herst, Robert Siegel, Ernie Kehr, Mortimer Neinken 

and many other philatelic luminaries. They taught me so 

many valuable lessons and were never hesitant in 

spending their time with the newer dealer. I was also told 

that if I spot something that is misattributed by someone 

who should easily know better, buy it. So it is with me at 

this late date as I have been mentoring several newer 

dealers. 

Experience and repeated classroom sessions with your 

books will make the identification process become 

“second hat”. You will not have to open a book to see 

what the difference is between a 1¢ Blue Type III and 

Type IV. The prospective seller also becomes duly 

impressed with your prowess. 

Getting back to my opening statement of how much I 

enjoy breaking down collections, this gives me a very 

valuable refresher course. Looking at the Type 

differences once again reinforces my attribution and 

identify- cation thought processes. After 40 years it is still 

new and exciting. 

More than once I was able to turn down what seemed at 

the time to be a fantastic buying opportunity. A collection 

of doctored coils was passed upon and the potential seller 

made aware of what he had; the same with an album of 

some questionable cancellations. Just this morning, as this 

is being written, I was able to help a collector who 

emailed a scan of a Scott No. 213. When told he had a 

fake cancel, he was grateful in having saved some hard 

earned dollars. 

Whether you are a collector or a dealer, remember to learn 

your lessons. In this hobby, sound philatelic knowledge is 

a powerful thing. Not only is a smart collector or dealer 

able to help others with one’s acumen, but it’s often fun 

to be able to use such background to save or make money. 

Spend some time studying. It can pay huge dividends. 
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Great American Stamp Expo – January 19-20 

The club handled greeting and registration for the show again this year.  Attendance was down a little.  Dealers 

seemed happy with the turnout and the club distributed a lot of the tri-fold flyers.  The show was short a few 

dealers.  Our own Richard Clever was missing due to being a little under the weather from a show in southern 

California the prior weekend.  The weather was a little cold and wet which probably kept a few people from 

attending, but overall it was a good show.
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#52 – Scott H4                                                      

1852 Hawaii & U.S. Missionary Stamp  

 

#51 – Scott 740-749   1936 National Parks Issue 

 

#50 – Scott 276   $1 Perry (Type I) 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                     

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                 

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                           

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                 

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                       

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                              

(India)   

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                 

www.thepostcard.com                                                        

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                               

(Stamps & Covers of the World) 
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