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And then there were 6 -                       

A Tragedy in Our Time 

Posted on May 8, 2019 by Ed Bierman, CNCPS Website 

Once upon a time, in a Council long ago, there were stamp shows galore, 

and everyone was happy. Collectors had many choices and many 

opportunities to fulfill their dreams. Eleven local Council stamp shows 

spread throughout the year, plus the big APS accredited show WESTPEX 

in April. CNCPS was the envy of collectors all over the country. We drew 

exhibits from out of state, and in two instances, we attracted international 

exhibitors. 

Council shows SOPEX, NOVAPEX and FRESPEX kicked off the year 

with WESTPEX wrapping up the spring with a show in April. 

WESTPEX has been independent of the Council for quite some time; 

they are mentioned here for completeness. The summer brought us 

COALPEX and the Reno Stamp and Cover Show. The San Jose club’s 

Filatelic Fiesta was held sometimes in summer, sometimes in fall. 

In the fall, WINEPEX officially started the season, followed closely by 

three weekends featuring East Bay Collectors Club Show, SUNPEX and 

SACAPEX. 

PENPEX wrapped up the philatelic year for the Council — always with 

a bang-up show. 

From these eleven, now we have six — so what happened? 

Continued on page 12 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
http://norcalstamps.org/2019/05/and-then-there-were-6-a-tragedy-in-our-time/
http://norcalstamps.org/author/biermae/


 

San Jose Stamp Club 

 APS Chapter   0264-025791            Founded 1927, Club show since 1928                        June 2019           

________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

Page 2 
 

Table of Contents 

Page                                                                                  
3     Tax Tip – Selling Stamps as a hobby or for Profit             

5     Collecting Non “First Day of Issue”  First Day Covers      

7     Welcome to C3a  (APS Online Education)                           

8     He was known as a Good Fellow                                      

10   Roosevelt’s “Malta Scroll”                                               

11   Scout-O-Rama 2019 

________________________________________________ 

Club Blog & Website 

Blog Updates:  No Activity 

Website Updates 

Minutes of the 05/01/19 club meeting uploaded                  

May 2019 Newsletter uploaded. 

__________________________________________ 

Remember the dates! 

June 5           San Jose Stamp Club Meeting                         

June 8-9        SOPEX (Oregon)                                                           

June 19         San Jose Stamp Club Meeting                        

June 29-30    El Dorado Hills Gold Rush Paper Show               

__________________________________________ 

Presidents Message 

Technology and stamp collecting are often considered to be not 

compatible. That is too bad as our collecting can move forward 

if we let it. With all due respects to club VP and my good friend 

David Occhipinti, I believe it is essential for our hobby to grow 

and include new technologies. The notion that stamp collecting 

is stuck in the past is part of what hurts the ability to get new 

people to collect. Of course, I would never expect to tell 

someone how to collect, but rather to acknowledge that these 

modern tools exist and make them part of hobby as seen by new 

collectors. The alternative is to live in the past and see our 

hobby die a slow withering death. We can seize new technology 

as an opportunity or sit and whine about the “good ole days”. 

The new technology most of us are familiar with is eBay and 

other on-line sales websites. This is a great to find hard to find 

items because you buy from a dealer or collector that lives 

almost any place in the world. The lack of being able to examine 

an item up close is the compromise with this technique of 

buying. The APS and Hipstamp are another sites offering 

stamps for sale.  

Creating your own album pages is one of the most important 

ways to include technology into your collecting. The ability to 

use a word processor to make a page for your collection or an 

exhibit is only limited by your imagination and your mastery of 

the software. Creating your own pages also facilitates the ability 

to use different color paper and different sizes like 12”x12” 

scrapbooking paper. The larger format is especially useful for 

covers and postcards. 

Printed catalogs are too heavy to carry around stamp shows or 

club meetings. The obvious solution is switch to digital catalogs 

that are read on a tablet or phone.  The initial on-line versions 

were  not very useful but Scott continues to develop its on-line 

web catalog.  The opportunities here are tremendous and we 

hope that Amos Press will seize them.  

Digital microscopes are another useful 

tool that help all of us. They are great 

way to create digital images of our 

stamps for a variety of uses. You can get 

excellent images for insurance 

purposes, close-ups for examination of 

fine points, or showing a detail in an 

exhibit.  

A spreadsheet is an excellent way to keep track of what you 

have in your collection, what you paid for it, when you bought 

it and any other information you want to track. They are also a 

great way to keep want lists for the items you’re looking for. I 

use them extensively for tracking my collections.  

Stamp Pro software takes tracking 

your collection to the next level.  

It is especially good for 

worldwide collectors as the 

software covers the world with 

images for most stamps.   

One of the most valuable ways to include technology into your 

collection is to use social media sites to communicate with other 

collectors who share your interests. Most of the time, 

specialized collecting groups are free of politics and the garbage 

that clutters many sites.  Club, shows and societies have 

wonderful websites that includes lots of collecting information. 

Try searching a variety of them to see what is on-line.  

There are other ways to incorporate modern technology and 

internet resources into your collecting. I hope I’ve inspired you 

to consider looking further on how you can improve your 

collection. If nothing else, I hope we collectively recognize that 

collecting stamps doesn’t have to mean we live in the past. I’ve 

heard collectors say that the internet is killing collecting. I 

believe the real issue is that collecting hasn’t embraced the 

internet.  I welcome hearing your thoughts and ideas on this.  

Brian 
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Tax Tip: Does It Make a Difference If 

You Sell Stamps as a Hobby or For 

Profit? 

by Steve Swain 
18th of January 2014 

(This article should not be considered as tax advice by the 

author.  Please discuss with a tax professional your 

specific circumstances and the income tax consequences 

of selling philatelic items.) 

Of the multitude of ads in the weekly and monthly 

philatelic publications I receive through the mail or access 

via the Internet, I usually just scan the formal ads 

positioned throughout the publications that are placed by 

stamp companies and auction houses.   I then move 

quickly to the back pages to review those small, 25-30 

word offerings of everything from U.S. booklets to 

foreign mixtures to entire collections. I’m fascinated by 

the large number of people placing those ads who, I 

assume, are my fellow stamp collectors simply expanding 

the scope of their philatelic activities to include selling 

stamps. Just another pleasurable, fun part of their hobby. 

 

 

But, am I wrong in this assumption? Are those ads being 

placed by hobbyists with no desire for monetary gain from 

their sales or rather by hobbyists who engage in the selling 

of philatelic material with a definite desire for profit? Or, 

what about non-hobbyists whose sole focus is to sell 

stamps at a profit as part their main livelihood? Are those 

the people placing the ads?  

Certainly, nothing prohibits someone from being included 

in any of those categories. So, you may ask, “What 

difference does it make?”  At least one difference is 

related to the U.S. income tax consequences of the sales.    

 

Income realized from the sales of stamps and other 

philatelic items definitely falls within the taxable 

classification. But are the associated marketing and 

selling expenses deductible on the seller’s tax return: the 

cost of placing the ads, the packaging materials and 

postage required when sold items are delivered, 

miscellaneous office expenses, etc.? 

The entire issue turns on whether the stamp selling 

activities are simply associated with a hobby or, instead, 

are activities engaged in for profit. 

So, if you hope to reap the benefits of some special 

advantages on your tax return from selling stamps - and 

having the IRS approve such advantages, - it is important 

to understand the difference between engaged in or not 

engaged in for profit.  

 

In general, taxpayers may deduct ordinary and necessary 

expenses for conducting a trade or a business for the 

production of income, that is, activities engaged in for 

profit. But, when an activity is not engaged in for profit, 

Internal Revenue Code (IRC) Section 183 - Activities Not 

Engaged in for Profit - limits deductions that can be  

claimed on your tax return.  That Code section is 

commonly referred to as the “hobby loss rule.” 

Continued on next page 
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Tax Tip continued… 

In essence, the rule holds that losses from your hobby 

activities, e.g., selling stamps, may not be used to offset 

other income included in your tax return. (An activity 

produces a loss when expenses related to the activity 

exceed the income recognized from the activity.)  

 

However, some benefit is provided you by the rule in that 

you are at least allowed to deduct expenses associated 

with your stamp selling activities up to the dollar amount 

of the stamp sales, but not more. Depending on your 

specific income level and other tax return factors, 

deductions for hobby activities may be allowed as 

itemized deductions on Schedule A of your Form 1040 

tax return. 

 

The hobby loss rule was first issued in 1946. It gained 

a heightened sense of importance for the IRS given 

findings issued in a 2007 report by the Treasury  Inspector 

General entitled  “Significant Challenges Exist in 

Determining Whether  Taxpayers With Schedule C 

Losses are Engaged in Tax Abuse.”   

The report’s most significant finding was that about 1.5 

million taxpayers (in a certain income level) filed Form 

1040 Schedule C -Profit or Loss from Business showing 

no  profits, only losses, over consecutive tax years 2002 – 

2005.  

By claiming those losses to reduce their taxable incomes, 

about 1.2 million of the 1.5 million taxpayers potentially 

avoided paying $2.8 billion in taxes in Tax Year 2005. 

The IRS concluded that changes were needed to 

prevent taxpayers from continually deducting losses in 

potentially not-for-profit activities to reduce their tax 

liabilities. Thus, the hobby loss rule under IRC Section 

183 was expanded and deductions began to be scrutinized 

more closely and challenged more often by the IRS.  

 

Taxpayers bear the burden of proving that they engaged 

in the activity with an actual and honest objective of 

realizing a profit.  However, neither the Internal Revenue 

Code nor the tax Regulations provides an absolute 

definition. Historically, IRC Section 183 has been a 

difficult issue. 

Are there factors that can help you determine whether 

your stamp selling activity is a hobby or is engaged in for 

profit? Although not all inclusive, guidelines provided by 

the IRS include: 

 Does the time and effort put into the activity 

indicate an intention to make a profit?  

 Do you depend on income from the activity?  

 If there are losses, are they due to circumstances 

beyond your control or did they occur in the 

start-up phase of the business?  

 Have you changed methods of operation to 

improve profitability?  

 Do you have the knowledge needed to carry on 

the activity as a successful business?  

 Have you made a profit in similar activities in 

the past?  

 Does the activity make a profit in some years?  

 Do you expect to make a profit in the future 

from the appreciation of assets used in the 

activity?  

 

None of these factors, alone or in any combination, 

guarantees that your stamp selling activities will be 

deemed either for or not for profit. Each taxpayer’s 

situation stands on its own facts and circumstances. But, 

fully understanding these factors and exercising the 

appropriate amount of due diligence in your stamp selling 

activities as a profit-motivated endeavor will surely bode 

well with the IRS when you claim advantages on your tax 

return related to your stamp sales. 

I eagerly await the next round of stamp publications so I 

can again pour over the hundreds of ads and continue to 

muse about “What difference does it make?” 
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Collecting Non “FIRST DAY OF ISSUE” 

First Day Covers 

by Steve Swain,  2nd of August 2015 

At a recent show, I was sitting at a dealer’s table sorting through 

albums of first day covers searching for additions to one of my 

collecting themes: cachets created by Ken Boll while he was 

with Cachet Craft. Sitting next to me was a young collector 

flipping though one of the dealer’s dollar boxes. Pushing the 

box away from him, the collector asked the dealer if he had a 

box of real first day covers. Asking what he meant, the collector 

explained to the dealer that he wanted to see envelopes “that 

had a drawing or image on the left side and the stamp was 

cancelled with the official “FIRST DAY OF ISSUE”.  Any 

other envelopes, the collector explained, were not real first day 

of issue covers. 

Of course we know that the “drawing” was how the young man 

described a cachet.  Adding first day covers to a collection only 

if the covers have cachets is certainly a requirement for 

seasoned collectors as well.  No argument there. But the young 

collector’s characterization of an acceptable cover needing to 

have the “official” First Day of Issue cancellation prompted me 

to think about how that rejected potential intriguing and 

enjoyable sub-themes of first day cover collecting. 

Most U.S. stamp collectors are familiar with the common 

(“official”) FIRST DAY OF ISSUE (FDOI) cancellation.  The 

Post Office used the FDOI machine cancel for the first time on 

July 13, 1937 for the Northwest Territory Ordinance 

commemorative issue (Scott 795), Figure 1.    

 

 

Figure 1 

“FIRST DAY OF ISSUE” cancellation first used with 

Northwest Territory Ordinance issue. 

Thinking again about the young man’s collecting criteria, it 

seems that an enjoyable collection theme are covers (with 

cachets or not) franked with stamps on their first day of issue, 

but either prior to or after July 13, 1937 and without the 

“official” FDOI machine cancel. Were such covers 

philatelically inspired or simply mailings by innocent, non-

collectors on the stamp’s first day of issue? 

As for the philatelically inspired covers, i.e., created by a stamp 

collector well aware of the first day of issue for the stamp used 

for the mailing, one such example shown in Figure 2 is franked 

with the 3-cent General James Oglethorpe issue (Scott 

726).  The circular date stamp shows SAVANNAH | GA | FEB 

12 | 1933, the first day of issue for the Oglethorpe stamp. 

Even though the cover has no markings at all related to “first 

day”, it was unquestionably philatelically inspired in having an 

attractive e bi-color cachet with the seal of Georgia and 

underneath the seal, “Two Hundredth Anniversary of the 

Founding of Georgia”.  In my opinion, this non-FDOI first day 

cover would make an excellent addition to a first day collection, 

which I have done since Georgia is my home state. 

 

Figure 2 

A philatelically inspired first day cover. 

Other examples of philatelically inspired first day covers, but 

having a less apparent character, are those not having a return 

address, are franked with excessive postage -  such as plate 

blocks - and have very neatly, typed addresses (the collector’s 

address) in the lower right or middle portion of the 

envelope.  That is exactly how a collector would construct a 

cover for his or her first day collection. But such covers have 

no “first day” markings of any kind and certainly not the 

“official” FDOI cancellation since the circular date stamp on 

these covers shows dates prior to July 13, 1937.   

Again, I consider such covers to be in a special sub-category 

of first day cover collecting and should not be discounted as 

unappealing or non-collectible.   

 

Continued on next page  
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First day of Issue continued… 

 

 Figure 3 

Scott 790, 732 and 657 franking collector-created first day 

of issue covers. 

Of course, there are covers you will encounter not having a 

cachet or the “official” FDOI cancellation, but created by a 

collector and marked as First Day of Issue, either hand written, 

typed or handstamped.  Such covers can be another enjoyable 

first day cover sub-category.  But caution should be exercised 

with such covers as with the one shown in Figure 4.  

 

 

Figure 4 

First Day of Issue Cover? 

Typed above the return address in the upper left corner is “First 

Day Issue.”  The cover is franked with a 3-cent Boulder Dam 

commemorative (Scott 774) and has a cds of OCT | 1 | 

1935.  But the Scott catalogue shows the date of issue for the 

stamp as September 30th, not October 1.  Quite possibly, the 

collector had all the correct intentions of having the cover 

processed on September 30th  but was delayed for some reason. 

In any event, the cover is not a first day of issue cover. 

Another sub-theme for covers ranked with stamps on their first 

day of issue, and after the July 13, 1937 initial use of the FDOI 

machine cancel, are covers that had a legitimate postal use, that 

is, mailings that more than likely were sent by non-stamp 

collectors unaware of the stamp’s first day of issue. Such are 

the two covers shown in Figure 5.  

 

 

Figure 5 

Non-collector created first day of issue covers. 

 

Franked with the 3-cent Adoption of the Constitution issue 

(Scott 798), both covers have a cds of PHILADELPHIA | PA | 

SEP | 17 | 1938, the first day of issue for the Constitution stamp. 

The envelope on the left was from Mr. and Mrs. R.G. Lingle of 

Philadelphia and the cover on the right was from only Mrs. 

Lingle. Given the size and shape of the envelopes (and, 

particularly, the marbled character of the paper used for the 

envelope on the right), both mailings could certainly have 

contained an invitation to a special event, such as a wedding or 

a graduation. So, it is reasonable to assume that neither mailing 

had any underlying philatelic objective of being sent on the first 

day of issue for the Constitution stamp. 

The next time you are at a show sitting at a dealer’s table 

sorting through his first day covers, be mindful of novice 

collectors looking for “real” first day of issue 

covers.  Consider the opportunity to suggest to the collector 

the value and enjoyment of several sub-themes of first day 

cover collecting that don’t require the “official” FIRST DAY 

OF ISSUE cancellation.  
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APS Education Launches Online 

Learning Platform as a New Member 

Benefit 

 

For Teacher Appreciation Week this year, the APS 

Education department is proud to announce a new benefit 

for APS members: C3a – the Collecting and Connecting 

Central learning platform. Collecting and Connecting 

Central is an online learning tool, accessible any time, 

with content covering a wide variety of areas of philatelic 

interest (with more content being added as it becomes 

available). 

C3a features videos, learning modules, and other 

resources, available for members to use at their own speed 

and convenience. Content includes both basic philatelic 

tools and tips, as well as videos that will satisfy more 

specific philatelic interests. Some titles include: "Symbol 

of Progress and Forward Stride: The Highway Post 

Office," "Exploring the Beauty of Humanity," "Tools of 

the Hobby," and more.   

As the APS celebrates Teacher Appreciation Week, we 

would like to recognize several “trailblazers” who 

graciously provided content for C3a: 

Michael Bloom, “Got Guatemala” 

 

This lesson explores ten reasons to begin a collection of 

Guatemala. Readers of the American Philatelist might 

recall the March 2019 issue 'Got Guatemala' - between 

these two resources, collectors will have plenty of good 

reasons to start collecting these stamps! 

Graham Beck, “Most Unusual Stamps” 

 

You might know Graham as Exploring Stamps on 

Youtube - in his monthly videos, he does a deep dive into 

the particulars (geography, history, pop culture, and 

more) of one single stamp. In his video for C3a, "Most 

Unusual Stamps," members can learn about the oddest 

issues that collectors might run across.  

Dick Colberg, “What is My Collection Worth?” 

 

In this video, Dick offers valuable information for people 

looking to sell all or parts of a collection - and still make 

money! This module includes suggestions for sellers, a 

tutorial on the laws of supply and demand (and their effect 

on the worth of a collection), and a PDF example of an 

inventory sellers should prepare before they sell. 

Continued on next page 
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C3a continued… 

Tasos Kalfas, “The Flyin’ Ohioans: Commemorating 

Ohio’s Role in Aviation” 

 

Can't make it to the National Postal Museum or American 

Philatelic Center to check out air mail exhibits? Try 

Tasos's module 'The Flyin' Ohioans' on for size. Tasos 

demonstrates how the state of Ohio had a huge impact on 

aviation and the subsequent development of air mail, 

using philatelic artifacts and photos supplied by the 

National Postal Museum. 

Ron Matteri, “The French Indochina War & Its 

Result: The American War in Vietnam” 

 

Ron combines military history and postage stamps in 'The 

French Indochina War & Its Result' - he uses stamps to 

explore little known facts of the French Indochina War 

and some of the reasons why it evolved into the American 

Vietnam War. 

These lessons and many more are available on the C3a 

portal - your gateway to a new world of philatelic 

learning. 

'He Was Known as a Good Fellow': 

Bellefonte and the Pioneer U.S. Air 

Mail Pilots 

Kathleen Wunderly 

The following excerpt is from an article, ‘He Was Known as 

a Good Fellow’: Bellefonte and the Pioneer U.S. Air Mail 

Pilots, written by local air mail expert Kathleen Wunderly 

for the American Philatelist October 2004 issue. Besides her 

frequent contributions to the AP, Wunderly has also 

recently published the second edition of her book Bellefonte 

and the Early Air Mail 1918-1927 with the American 

Philatelic Society. Her book explores the decade that 

Bellefonte, the APS’ home base, was a vital piece of 

American history as the main Pennsylvania stop on the east-

west air mail route. Wunderly wrote this piece in 

preparation for the memorial that would be installed at the 

American Philatelic Center in 2005, which honors the air 

mail pilots who lost their lives during this experimental 

period of moving the mail. 

 Sometime this month, if all goes well, a huge piece of 

granite will join the landscaping at the American 

Philatelic Center in Bellefonte, overlooking the rushing 

waters of Spring Creek. The rock is a 2,800-pound 

memorial honoring pioneer U.S. air mail pilots, 

specifically the thirty-four aviators who perished between 

1919 and 1927. 

 

Continued on next page 

https://stamps.org/The-American-Philatelist
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San Jose Stamp Club 

 APS Chapter   0264-025791            Founded 1927, Club show since 1928                        June 2019           

________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

Page 9 
 

Good Fellow continued… 

On September 19, 1918, Bellefonte’s postmaster, Mr. 

Gherrity, received a call from the office of Second 

Assistant Postmaster General Otto Praeger “announcing 

the visit of the bird-men,” as the weekly Centre Democrat 

reported on September 26. Praeger told the postmaster to 

have gasoline and oil ready for the plane. This was done, 

but no bird-men arrived, “greatly to the disappointment of 

the citizens of the town, who kept scanning the sky in the 

eager hope of catching a glimpse of the plane.” 

The following day, “about an hour before noon the big 

plane appeared above the town, circled rather low a few 

times and gracefully glided to earth, landing in Beaver 

field [Thomas Beaver’s farm].” 

. . . The Democrat reported that the fliers “were well 

pleased with the easy-landing facilities offered by the 

town, which is much higher than Lock Haven.” 

On October 11, Captain B.B. Lipsner, head of the Air 

Mail Service, announced that regular service between 

New York and Chicago would begin November 1, “in ten 

hours or less and in all kinds of weather.” The stops would 

be at Lehighton, Bellefonte, and Clarion in Pennsylvania, 

and Cleveland and Bryan in Ohio. 

By mid-November the Beaver farm had been selected as 

the site of the airmail station and within a matter of weeks 

a hangar was constructed. On December 16, a telegram to 

Bellefonte announced the imminent arrival of three 

airplanes from Elizabeth, New Jersey. The planes left 

Elizabeth at 11:00 a.m. and arrived in Bellefonte at 1:05 

p.m. The first aviator to land was C.C. Eversole of 

Chicago, described by the Democrat as “an old timer, 

with a wooden leg and a grouchy way.” The first air mail 

to leave Bellefonte was carried by Leon D. Smith in the 

afternoon of December 18. 

And so it began, with Bellefonte proudly playing its vital 

role in U.S. airmail history. Few could argue successfully 

that the Bellefonte home of the APS (which has the 

archives of the American Air Mail Society, among other 

generous AAMS gifts) is not a fitting site, historically 

speaking, for the pilots’ memorial, but I would contend 

that there are other excellent reasons as well for the 

marker to be in this town.  

I don’t know how the communities in Lehighton, Clarion, 

or the other stops on the east-west flight path responded 

to their air mail status, but Bellefonte reveled in having 

the airfield here. The townsfolk wholeheartedly 

welcomed the pilots not as guests, but as extended family, 

who came to their homes and shared their meals and 

became part of their daily lives. 

And so, when one of the “air family” was injured, or worst 

of all, killed, the bad news was very bad news, indeed. It 

was a personal loss, not just a news item. This is why I 

feel that the monument to those who died in the service of 

air mail progress is, in a way, just coming home, when it 

is put in place of the APS part of Bellefonte. 

It’s difficult to imagine, from our twenty-first-century 

perspective, what it was like at the dawn of aviation in the 

United States – the novelty, the excitement, the 

amazement that people felt. Some of the air mail pilots 

were air veterans of World War I, but many others were 

just young men (sometimes very young – 19 or 20) whose 

imaginations had been fired by the very idea of flight. 

I’ve tried hard to come up with some modern-day figure 

of comparison to these young pilots, expressive of the 

glamorous aura of skill, daring, and recklessness that they 

had, and I can’t think of one. To compare the fliers to 

music or sports stars demeans them, ignoring the blunt 

fact that these men were risking their lives to deliver a 

bunch of letters. 

Jim Bruns, founding director of the National Postal 

Museum, once said that, “The average life expectancy of 

an airmail pilot was about 300 hours – about that of an 

electric light bulb.” I’ve seen this estimated elsewhere as 

900 hours, but either way, it was obviously not a likely 

long-term career. The pilots themselves considered their 

profession to be “pretty much a suicide club.” 

The Centre Democrat in June 1919 called the pilots “a 

fine set of men – big men in scope and deeds, daring men 

with power, nerve, self control, and fine personalities.”  

That said, most of the pilots seemed to have a lot of what 

would be called “attitude” today. Just look at the rakish, 

challenging air of William “Wild Bill” Hopson, shown in 

a much reproduced photo (left). The U.S. Postal Service 

air-brushed the cigarette out of his hand when it used the 

photo, but it obviously would take a lot more than an air 

brush to make this macho dude seem respectable! Local 

oral history is silent on this aspect, but I would bet that it 

was a good idea to lock up your daughters when the pilots 

were in town. 
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The Malta Scroll from FDR 

 

by Kenneth Perry 

 
Lord Gort, officers and men, good people of Malta: 

 

Nearly a year ago the Prime Minister and I were in Casablanca 

—shortly after the landings by British and American troops in 

North Africa, and at that time I told the Prime Minister some 

day we would control once more the whole of the 

Mediterranean and that I would go to Malta. 

 

For many months I have wanted on behalf of the American 

people to pay some little tribute to this island and to all of its 

people, civil and military, who during these years have 

contributed so much to democracy, not just here but all over the 

civilized world. And so, at last I have been able to come. At last 

I have been able to see something of your historic land. I wish 

I could stay but I have many things to do. May I tell you though 

that during these past three weeks the Prime Minister and I feel 

that we two have struck strong blows for the future of the human 

race. 

 

And so, in this simple way, I am taking the opportunity to do 

what all the American people would like to join me in doing. I 

have here a little token, a scroll, a citation, from the President 

of the United States, speaking in behalf of all the people of the 

United States. 

 

 

I have signed it at the bottom and I wrote on it not today but 

yesterday, December 7, because that was the second 

anniversary of the entry into the war of the American people. 

We will proceed until that war is won and more than that, we 

will stand shoulder to shoulder with the British Empire and our 

other allies in making it a victory worth while. 

F. D. R. 

__________________________________________ 
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Scout-O-Rama: SJSC Supports Stamp 

Collecting Activity 

On Saturday May 11th, Brian Jones lead the stamp 

collecting booth at the Scouting Fair known as Scout-O-

Rama. Most families attending have a child in Scouting 

and is open to the general public. This is the first year 

young women attended since the rules have been changed 

allowing girls to participate. Attendance was up this year. 

The stamp booth was busy almost all day long with kids 

having to sometimes wait to get a chance to do a project. 

The projects are the same ones used at the youth table at 

Filatelic Fiesta and other youth programs. Brian has 

created these over the years and feature a first page with 

he calls “Fun Facts” so the participant can learn about the 

stamps in the project. The projects typically involve 

collecting one of series of stamps issued by the USPS. The 

projects for the 1938 “Prexies”, the 1982 “State Birds & 

Flowers”, and the 1940’s “Famous Americans” are 

annually the most popular.  

Mike P. came in the afternoon and helped the kids with 

their projects. Everyone who has helped sort stamps at 

club work parties and meetings has contributed to this. 

The club can be proud of showing young people the fun 

of collecting stamps.  
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Continued from page 1… 

The Tally of Our Losses 

SUNPEX died suddenly when it was difficult to find 

willing hands to carry it on. Filatelic Fiesta faded in and 

out during that time, and it is currently “on hold” officially. 

They, too, have found it difficult to assemble a team to 

manage the show. 

Likewise, COALPEX was hard to carry on without the 

leadership of Leonard Holmsten. It died for lack of 

leadership until briefly revived by the support of Jim 

Dempsey. Along the way, FRESPEX decided to eliminate 

the exhibition and go with a “bourse only” show. 

The latest show to close is NOVAPEX, held in Redding 

by the Redding Stamp Club. The cause is a lack of dealer 

support and low attendance to attract dealers. This is very 

sad because Redding is some distance from Medford 

(SOPEX) as well as Sacramento (SACAPEX). 

COALPEX, SUNPEX, and NOVAPEX remove the entire 

stamp show experience for collectors in their immediate 

area. No opportunities to see dealers in person, no 

opportunities to show off our collections, no live auction 

(a part of some shows), no gathering of old friends, no 

souvenirs to collect, no awards, no banquet (some 

shows) . . . 

The show that closed their exhibition but remains on the 

dealer circuit (FRESPEX) at least provides some 

opportunities for collectors and dealers to learn from each 

other and to add to their stock or collections. Filatelic 

Fiesta is on hold in limbo while they sort out the 

leadership issues. So from a high of eleven shows, we are 

down to only 6 — nearly half of the total. It is a tragedy. 

No one is to blame. The causes are a combination of 

factors that are not within our control. 

Demographics and the economy have both contributed to 

the declining numbers of collectors and club members, 

and the advancing ages of those who are left are just facts 

of life. The demands of putting on a show take many 

hands to keep the burden within reason, and most of those 

who joined clubs in the heyday of collecting during the 

1970s and 1980s are now in their 70s (or older). It is 

physical work to put on an exhibition! 

Competing distractions and the demands of work have 

suppressed the numbers of new collectors, so we cannot 

replenish our leadership. The other significant force 

reducing our opportunities is the high cost of venues — 

or in some cases, the opportunity to find any suitable 

venue. If the size is right, the cost is enormous. 

If the cost is within reason, the size is too small. 

We can only charge so much for dealer tables, and the 

economics just do not add up. Have a look at the 

President’s Column for more on the subject. 

What can We do? 

Patronize the shows that are left. Volunteer if the show is 

in your area. Volunteer for the Council leadership. 

Participate!! 

======================================== 

Calling all Club Members! 

We have 5 ½ months until our club show, Filatelic Fiesta 

kicks off.  As Ed Bierman pointed out in his article the 

trend for stamp shows has been bad, going from 11 shows 

down to 6 shows in Northern California. 

I don’t agree with Ed’s assessment on Filatelic Fiesta 

since I don’t think Filatelic Fiesta in on hold.  There will 

be a show.    

We need to step up to the current challenges unless we 

want Filatelic Fiesta to cease to exist like so many other 

shows.   

Andy Hilton has done a good job with Bourse.  We are 

almost full and expect be full for the show. 

Ron Biell has hit the decks running with exhibits and I am 

sure we will have results in that area. 

Other areas that need some additional attention are 

Awards, Facilities and Hospitality.  We have the talent 

available so I believe all those areas will come together in 

due time.   

5 ½ months until kickoff, let’s put that time to good use. 
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#43 – Scott 166   1873 90 cent Perry 

 

#42 – Scott 112   1869 1 cent Benjamin Franklin 

 

#41 – Scott 295a   1901 2 cent Invert Error 

 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)   

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                    

Web Site: www.thepostcard.com                                                         

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                               

(Stamps & Covers of the World) 
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