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Vice President 
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Secretary 
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sflowerdew@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster/Newsletter 

*Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 
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Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 
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Filatelic Fiesta 2019 

Chairman 

Brian Jones …….…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 

Andy Hilton …………... 408 377 1442 
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Exhibits Chairman 
Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

A few words about Philately 

 

Stamp Collecting (Philately) is considered by many as a pass-time for the 

old which is a real miss-conception.  Stamp collecting can be enjoyed by 

anybody, and at any age.  Stamps are a window on the past, a comment 

on the present, a view of the future.  Each stamp has a story to tell.  It 

may be a small piece of history, a celebration of some new technology, 

or recognition of some important person.  So much can be learned, so 

much enjoyment can be had, if one just takes the time to look past the 

stamp and find the story that goes with that stamp. 

 

Stamp collecting can be for many reasons:  

 

   * A person may collect just stamps that pertain to some other passion 

that person has, such as birds or trains. 

 

   * It can be for investment.  A mint never hinged 5.00 Columbian that 

cost 775 dollars in 1974 is 14,500 dollars (or more) today.  That is an 

increase in value of more than 1800%. 

 

   * A child can learn so much, just from the colorful images on the stamps.  

It will open up a whole new way of learning that is fun and engaging.  

They will ask questions, why, where, when, and in turn, learn. 

 

   * An older person may use collecting to connect with the past, to 

remember important times and experiences in their lives. 

 

The reason a person collects, or the subject matter a person chooses, may 

be individual, but the enjoyment derived from collecting is universal.  

There has been a decline in the popularity of the hobby.  The reasons are 

many and varied.  What has not changed is the opportunity to learn, the 

enjoyment to be had. 

 

If you already collect, promote the hobby.  If you don’t collect and think 

you might want to start, contact a local stamp club, talk to a friend that 

already collects, talk to a stamp dealer, or do some research on the 

internet.  There is nothing to lose and so much to be gained.  The hobby 

of stamp collecting is an important pass-time that needs to be preserved 

for future generations. 

 

(Ed: This an updated version of the ending on the club video “Early 

Commemoratives”.  The message here is more important now so I 

thought it appropriate to include in the newsletter. Non club members and 

non-collectors see or receive the newsletter every month.  Let’s get the 

message out every way possible.)    
 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
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Remember the dates! 

Sep 4        San Jose Stamp Club Meeting                              

Sep 7-8     Great American Stamp Expo – Napredak Hall    

Sep 14      SJSC/SJPC Summer Picnic                                                              

Sep 18      San Jose Stamp Club Meeting                                                   

__________________________________________ 

Presidents Message 

Last month’s column was about how my 

grandparents planted the seeds that got me started 

collecting stamps. I have spent much of the last 

month organizing several boxes of “stuff” my 

father saved over his lifetime and his father saved 

about himself and earlier Jones family generations. 

You’re wondering why do I care? It is because I’m 

convinced that exploring and organizing one’s 

family history and genealogy can be a great path 

for people to have a reason to collect stamps, 

covers, and postcards. I have learned a lot about 

my family from reading their letters and look 

forward to compiling them into a collection.  

I firmly believe that if our hobby continues its 

existing path it will wither and die. I even more 

firmly believe that if we collectively share the 

many good reasons to collect, that philately will 

have a bright future.  

I get it that change is difficult as we get older. 

Nevertheless, I believe we need to communicate a 

new message because there are far too few people 

starting collections. This doesn’t mean that I’m 

advocating that anybody who is already collecting 

to change what they do. No, no, no! If you enjoy 

what you’re doing, why should you change? I’m 

talking about the message we communicate to non-

collectors.  

I like that our hobby has a “serious side” that does 

research and judged on impartial criteria. 

However, it also makes an intimidating image to 

non-collectors that look at our exhibits and feel “if 

that’s what stamp collecting is about, I’m not 

interested”. I’d like to see a lot more effort to show 

people the WHY and HOW of starting a stamp 

collection. Exhibits focused on creativity and new 

ideas would spark a new wave of collecting.  I’ve 

written in other columns about the different paths 

into our hobby if we are serious about keeping our 

hobby vital. If you think I’m getting repetitive, it is 

because I think this is important enough to repeat 

the message.   

I very much would like to hear what you think. 

Please speak up. 

Brian 

 

URGENT NEED: The Filatelic Fiesta committee 

still needs an Awards Leader. I can also use help 

promoting the show. We really need everybody to 

plan to take time to work at the show. Don’t worry, 

you won’t have to haul tables around – we’re 

hiring people to do the hard and heavy work. We 

have lots of things for everyone to do and we can 

accommodate just about any limitation. Please 

plan to help. Yes, everybody! 
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The Difference between Flat Plate and Rotary Plate Printing of Stamps 

As a stamp collector, particularly if you are a beginner you are going to see this a lot. Flate plate or Rotary plate 

printing. It can make all the difference in a stamp and which stamp it is! 

There is an easy way to identify the difference. I show you here and we use the 1 cent washington as our example.  

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                              Snip the corners off a stamp.  

 

 

 

Place that stamp on top of one in question. Don't look at the size 

of the stamp paper. Look at the border lines that go all the way 

around! See how they line up very nicely. Almost perfect. For the 

most part they will be perfect. I have drawn black lines on the 

picture so you know where to look.  

 

 

Continued on next page 
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Now let's place this cut stamp on another 

stamp we want to identify. We have lined up 

that border on the top and on the left. But 

looking at the right border and the bottom 

border we can see the stamp is way off. It 

doesn't line up well.  

I have drawn arrows on the picture so you can 

see how it doesn't line up with this new stamp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So which stamp is which? 

The flat plate stamp is the smaller of them. The rotary press stamp is the larger. This is because the curves of a 

rotary press slightly distorts the printing of the stamp. It is just a little bit but it is enough.  

Important to note. The stamp that we snipped is a flat plate stamp. So, determine that first before you snip a 

stamp for your template stamp.  

You also can get a multi-gauge. There are multi-gauges that will tell you whether it is a rotary or flat plate stamp. 

Here is one of the best ones. It is available on ebay: 

 

Continued on next page 
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Labor Day 

 

Labor Day in the United States is a public holiday 

celebrated on the first Monday in September. It honors 

the American labor movement and the contributions 

that workers have made to the strength, prosperity, laws 

and well-being of the country. It is the Monday of the 

long weekend known as Labor Day Weekend and it is 

considered the unofficial end of summer in the United 
States. It is recognized as a federal holiday. 

Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union 

and labor movements grew, trade unionists proposed 

that a day be set aside to celebrate labor. "Labor Day" 

was promoted by the Central Labor Union and the 

Knights of Labor, which organized the first parade in 

New York City. In 1887, Oregon was the first state of 

the United States to make it an official public holiday. 

By the time it became an official federal holiday in 

1894, thirty states in the United States officially 

celebrated Labor Day.  

Beginning in the late 19th century, as the trade union 

and labor movements grew, different groups of trade 

unionists chose a variety of days on which to celebrate 

labor.  In the United States, a September holiday called 

Labor Day was first proposed in the early 1880s.  
Alternate stories of the event's origination exist. 

According to one early history of Labor Day, the event 

originated in connection with a General Assembly of 

the Knights of Labor convened in New York City in 

September 1882.  In connection with this clandestine 

Knights assembly, a public parade of various labor 

organizations was held on September 5 under the 

auspices of the Central Labor Union (CLU) of New 

York.[2] Secretary of the CLU Matthew Maguire is 

credited for first proposing that a national Labor Day 

holiday subsequently be held on the first Monday of 

each September in the aftermath of this successful 
public demonstration.  

P. J. McGuire, Vice President of the American 

Federation of Labor, is frequently credited as the father 

of Labor Day in the United States. 

An alternative thesis is maintained that the idea of 

Labor Day was the brainchild of Peter J. McGuire, a 

vice president of the American Federation of Labor, 

who put forward the initial proposal in the spring of 

1882.   According to McGuire, on May 8, 1882, he 

made a proposition to the fledgling Central Labor 

Union in New York City that a day be set aside for a 

"general holiday for the laboring classes".  According 

to McGuire he further recommended that the event 

should begin with a street parade as a public 

demonstration of organized labor's solidarity and 

strength, with the march followed by a picnic, to which 

participating local unions could sell tickets as a 

fundraiser.  According to McGuire he suggested the 

first Monday in September as an ideal date for such a 

public celebration, owing to optimum weather and the 

date's place on the calendar, sitting midway between 
the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving public holidays.  

Labor Day picnics and other public gatherings 

frequently featured speeches by prominent labor 
leaders. 

In 1909 the American Federation of Labor convention 

designated the Sunday preceding Labor Day as "Labor 

Sunday", to be dedicated to the spiritual and 

educational aspects of the labor movement. This 

secondary date failed to gain significant traction in 

popular culture. 

In 1887 Oregon became the first state of the United 

States to make Labor Day an official public holiday. By 

the time it became an official federal holiday in 1894, 

thirty U.S. states officially celebrated Labor Day.  All 

U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and the United 

States territories have subsequently made Labor Day a 
statutory holiday. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_history_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_labor_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_weekend
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Labor_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labor_Day#cite_note-CinciTrib-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_Maguire_(labor_activist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_J._McGuire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Federation_of_Labor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourth_of_July
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oregon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._states
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territories_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Territories_of_the_United_States
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USPS: 5 facts about Labor Day 

. 

1. Labor unions helped establish Labor Day. The 

holiday was first celebrated in New York City on the first 

Tuesday of September 1882 by members of the Central 

Labor Union, a group comprised of many local unions. 

Two years later, Labor Day was switched to the first 

Monday in September and unions in other cities were 

urged to celebrate it as a “workingmen’s holiday.” After 

that, the holiday took off. 

2. The first Labor Day featured a big parade. During 

the 1882 observation, a few hundred union marchers, 

waving flags and playing musical instruments, gathered 

near New York City Hall. Police, expecting a riot, were 

out in force. By the time the festivities ended, the parade 

had swelled to 10,000 participants, who later listened to 

speeches and enjoyed a picnic with dancing and fireworks 

in a nearby park. 

3. Congress established Labor Day as a national 

holiday. In 1894, lawmakers approved a bill designating 

the first Monday of each September as Labor Day. By that 

time, several states were already celebrating the holiday. 

4. “Rosie the Riveter” wasn’t a person. Before Rosie 

became a symbol of World War II-era women in the 

workforce, she was the subject of a hit 1942 song written 

by Redd Evans and John Jacob Loeb. The song inspired 

several illustrations of Rosie, and later became associated 

with the image on J. Howard Miller’s famous “We Can 

Do It!” recruitment poster. The image, which is now 

associated with the broader labor movement, shows Rosie 

wearing a red polka-dot bandana and a blue shirt with 

rolled up sleeves. 

5. The “no white after Labor Day” rule has historic 

precedence. Even the unfashionable probably know 

wearing white clothing after Labor Day is considered a 

faux pas. Some historians suspect this rule began with the 

affluent. After returning from vacation, the wealthy 

would pack away their white, lightweight summertime 

wardrobe and don practical, dark-colored winter attire. 

__________________________________________ 

Potential Threat of Phone Scams:       

APS Recommends Caution 

BELLEFONTE, PA: The American Philatelic Society has 

received a report of a phone scam perpetrated by 

individuals who claim they are part of the APS staff. The 

individuals in question represented themselves as part of 

the American Philatelic Society and requested payment in 

advance in exchange for selling the collection of the man 

who received the call. The phone numbers provided by 

the perpetrators were connected to a fake APS voicemail 

recording. 

The American Philatelic Society has been in contact with 

local law enforcement to address this report. If you have 

experienced a similar scam, please contact Ken Martin at 

the APS.  

To remind our members and stamp collectors across the 

country: the APS does not purchase stamp collections. 

The APS will never make an unsolicited call or offer 

to members or non-members, or pressure you to make an 

immediate decision or payment. All official APS 

correspondence occurs through the phone number (814) 

933-3803 and email domain stamps.org. 

Continued on next page 

 

mailto:kpmartin@stamps.org
https://www.21cpw.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Labor-Day_stamp.jpg
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Phone Scam continued… 

If you receive a suspicious call that you believe may not 

be from the American Philatelic Society, we encourage 

you to hang up and call the Society back at our official 

phone number. Likewise, if you receive an email claiming 

to be from the American Philatelic Society or American 

Philatelic Research Library, APS staff, or the APS Board, 

check the email address carefully to make sure that it is 

from stamps.org. Be especially careful if the email asks 

for sensitive information (like credit card information, 

birth dates, social security number, or passwords) or 

directs you to an external link. 

The APS will be happy to respond to inquiries on a dealer 

or individual's APS member status. If you are looking for 

someone to buy your collection, we suggest visiting our 

member dealer directory. 

 How to Recognize Scams and Fraudulent Deals 

Has a company offered to purchase your stamps without 

seeing them? Have you been pressured to make an 

immediate decision? Have they asked you to be bonded 

or require hefty membership fees before they can help 

you? Does the seller provide their own certification of 

authenticity for all items they are selling? Does the offer 

sound too good to be true? These questions present 

potential red flags and should cause suspicion. 

Professional stamp dealers and legitimate sellers rarely 

make cold calls or charge fees in advance of services. 

They are less likely to push you to make a quick decision, 

and they will properly identify themselves so you can pass 

their information on to other potential buyers and sellers. 

So what can you do to avoid fraud? 

Don’t believe your caller ID. 

With today’s technology it is easy for scammers to falsify 

caller ID information. The name and number you see 

aren’t always necessarily real. Write down the caller ID 

information as it may help in your investigation. 

Take your time and gather information. 

Do not be rushed or pressured into anything. If you are 

told the offer will not be good if you don’t act 

immediately, walk away from it. It’s important to take the 

time to know for sure who you are dealing with before 

agreeing to anything. Ask callers for their professional 

affiliations. Ask them for the company’s address, the 

owner’s name, web address and phone number, advising 

them that you will consider once you can confirm 

legitimacy. 

Investigate and call someone. 

Don’t take everything at face value. Con artists will 

doctor pictures, copy logos and create fake websites. 

Phone calls and quick web searches could save you from 

losing your money or stamps. If it is an online seller and 

they claim to be a member of a known organization, call 

the organization and confirm the affiliation. If they 

provide a website, check it out. A site that provides very 

few details and does not provide contact information of 

company representatives is a red flag. 

Request the Offer in Writing. 

If a caller is making you an offer, advise that you want it 

in writing so that you can read, understand and agree to 

the terms before you sign or pay for anything. If they send 

you a contract, this could also provide additional 

information about the company that will help to confirm 

legitimacy. 

Don’t pay upfront for a promise. 

Someone might ask you to pay in advance for services or 

stamps and may even tell you that you need to pay certain 

fees upfront. Again, unless you do your homework and 

know who you are dealing with, this is not recommended. 

There is a chance they will take your money and 

disappear. 

Use a credit card for purchases and never give out 

your banking or personal details especially when there 

is doubt. 

If you agree to a purchase, a credit card gives you better 

fraud protection than a debit card or bank transfer. Credit 

cards are governed by different rules that allow you to 

dispute an unauthorized or fraudulent charge and the 

credit card company in most cases will remove the charge 

until it investigates. 

 

https://stamps.org/desktopmodules/tosic_sexycontent/dist/dnn/stamps.org/Dealers
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The 5¢ Beacon Airmail Stamp of 1928 

by Randy Kerr 

 

Regular airmail service in the U.S. began on May 15, 1918. It was limited to carriage between Washington, 

Philadelphia and New York city. The cost was 24¢ per ounce. 

Transcontinental service began on Sept. 8, 1920 with the inauguration of a 3,000 mile route from New York city 

to San Francisco. This included intermediate stops in Cleveland, Chicago, Omaha, North Platte, Cheyenne, Salt 

Lake City, Elko and Reno. The portion westbound from Cheyenne to Laramie was considered to be the most 

hazardous in the WWI-vintage aircraft because of the stiff headwinds often encountered there. 

 

 On July 1, 1924 the first night flights of the mail 

officially began. The 3,000 mile transcontinental 

route had been lighted and marked with a series of 

beacons. These beacons enabled the pilots to fly at 

night and in bad weather. The beacons were spaced 

15 to 25 miles apart. Each had enough power to be 

seen for 40 miles in clear weather. 

 

 

          

 

Continued on next page 
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At an elevation of more than 8,000 feet above 

sea level, the Sherman Hill Beacon, in the 

Rocky Mountains between Cheyenne and 

Laramie, was not only the highest navigational 

beacon on the transcontinental route – it was 

also the tallest in the world. The beacon 

emitted 5 million candlepower of light and 

rotated to help guide the pilots. 

 In 1924, the person who maintained the 

beacon on Sherman Hill was asked to take a 

photograph of the tower for publicity purposes. 

Even though once the film was developed it 

was noted that the top of the tower was 

missing, this original photograph enjoyed 

several publicity and advertising uses, 

including; the cover of “AVIATION” 

magazine in Dec. 1924, the cover of the “U.S. 

POSTAL GUIDE” for April, 1925 and in an 

advertisement for Goodyear Aviation 

Equipment published in “AERO DIGEST” in 

Feb. 1926. 

 By 1928, the domestic airmail rate was 10¢ 

for the first ½ ounce. That year the Post 

Office Department made plans to significantly 

lower airmail rates in order to kick-start the 

relatively new airmail service. The postal service reduced the 10¢ per ½ oz. rate to 5¢ per first ounce – a 

substantial decrease in those days. 

The Post Office Department wanted an impressive-looking airmail stamp and the image of the Sherman Hill 

Beacon fit the bill. Noting the missing top of the tower in the original photo, the P.O.D. asked Omaha 

photographer Nat Dewell to photograph a beacon light at Wann, Nebraska and sent pilot Slim Lewis to fly around 

it in a biplane. Back at his studio, Dewell combined the two photos for a composite that showed a complete 

Sherman Hill Beacon with a plane in flight. 

When Bureau of Engraving and Printing design artist A.R. Meissner 

designed the Beacon airmail stamp using the Dewell photo composite 

as a source, he changed the biplane to a monoplane, apparently because 

he thought a single-wing plane would look more ‘modern.’ 

 On July 25, 1928 a brand new 5¢ airmail stamp was issued to service 

the new rate. This stamp was the Beacon Airmail stamp – a blue and 

carmine bi-color stamp featuring the Sherman Hill Beacon. 

                                    Continued on next page 
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Although the new stamp was released on July 25th in Washington D.C., the new rate did not officially take effect 

until August 1st . For this stamp to be used before the rate change of Aug. 1st, it was necessary to add additional 

postage to the cover due to the previous rate of 10¢. Therefore, covers with 2 copies of C11 are known, as are 

covers with postage-due stamps. This period only lasted for 7 days; therefore, covers from this period are 

relatively uncommon. 

(As a side note; beginning with this issue, airmail stamps were restricted to exclusive use on mail carried by air 

and could no longer be used as a substitute for ordinary postage.) 

Following the Beacon stamp’s issue, there was a dramatic increase in the use of airmail service and many more 

new routes were inaugurated. 

 

 

By late 1929, airmail service had become so popular that the Bureau could not produce the stamp fast enough. It 

was proposed to print the stamp in one color only – the blue of all 5¢ stamps of the era. But then, it was pointed 

out that the non-standard size was also a factor that slowed production. The size meant that there were only 100 

stamps per sheet. Earlier airmail stamps, particularly the narrow “map” stamps, were printed in sheets of 200 

using only one color. 

These factors eventually contributed to the demise of the C11 Beacon stamp. The new replacement design chosen 

was the “Winged Globe” issue #C12 and was printed in one color only – purple. 

As for the airmail beacons themselves, they eventually became obsolete with the advent of radio and more 

technologically advanced navigational aids. 

In the 1950’s and ‘60’s, before the advent of satellites, the Sherman Hill Beacon site was used by the Casper 

Cable System and KTWO-TV to relay the Denver television signals via microwave. The last lighted beacon from 

the transcontinental system begun in the 1920’s was dismantled in 1973. 
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#34 – Scott E1   1885 10 cent Special Delivery 

 

#33 – Scott 294   1901 1 cent Pan America 

 

#32 – Scott 313   1903 $5 John Marshall 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)   

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                    

Web Site: www.thepostcard.com                                                         

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                               

(Stamps & Covers of the World) 
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