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One of the foundational goals of the American Philatelic Society is to prioritize the 

future of the stamp collecting hobby. The annual Kehr Award is awarded by the 

APS to a philatelist whose work significantly contributes to that goal. The 2019 

Kehr Award will be presented to Don Denman on September 15th by APS 

Executive Director Scott English, in recognition of his efforts to preserve and share 

philatelic knowledge widely through the Stamp Smarter website. 

Don J. Denman has spent thousands of hours compiling information and files into 

a digital philatelic library which is available to the public as the Stamp Smarter 

Philatelic Learning Center website (www.stampsmarter.com). Stamp Smarter is 

inviting, easy to navigate, and filled with educational content from corner to corner. 

Features include an interactive "This Day in History Philatelic Calendar," an 

illustrated glossary of philatelic terms, a library of free resources, games, and useful 

tools to help beginners and experts alike identify stamps, colors, cancels, plate 

blocks, and more. We recommend you spend some time exploring the many free 

resources on this website and share the link with other collectors. 

Stamp Smarter is designed to appeal to digital-age collectors who prize 

connectivity, speed and ease of access in their pursuit of stamps and covers, and has 

many outstanding features with which to serve them. 

About the Kehr Award 

The Kehr Award is presented annually by the APS for enduring contributions that 

help guarantee the future of the hobby. The award is named for Life Member Ernest 

A. Kehr, who distributed tons of philatelic materials to Veterans' Hospitals as head 

of the Stamps for the Wounded program, "and, as a newspaperman, probably 

produced more lineage to support philately than any other person in history." His 

1947 book, Romance of Stamp Collecting, was a hobby standard for new collectors 

for decades. 

Established in 1991, the APS Kehr Award recognizes one living philatelist each 

year who, for a period of at least five years, has demonstrated one or more of the 

following:  

 Making philately attractive as a hobby to newcomers 

 Working directly with newcomers, especially young people 

 Developing and administering programs aimed at recruiting newcomers 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
http://www.stampsmarter.com/
https://stamps.org/Awards/Kehr-Award
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Presidents Message 

Our club’s biggest event of the year is coming up REAL 

soon. We are on track to have a great show. This year’s 

team has been working very well together and supporting 

each other to get our frames filled, our bourse ready, and 

a busy line-up of meetings & activities.  

In spite of our show’s obituary having been written earlier 

this year, we’re looking forward to a great show. The bad 

press made getting to where we are a LOT harder, but 

we’ve overcome this early set-back. This past is buried 

and we’re moving forward with teamwork and a positive 

attitude. Our bourse revenue is expected to cover costs 

and our exhibits will meet APS standards for a World 

Series of Philately Show.  

You’re going to want to spend both days at FF this year.  

On Saturday, there will be a presentation by Kristin 

Patterson on the history of the US Playing Card Company 

and Peter Adams on his specialty Errors, Freaks, and 

Oddities.  

We are graced with 5 philatelic luminaries from the APS 

at our show this year. These include APS CEO Ken 

Martin, APS Secretary Stephen  Schumann, APS 

Treasurer, Ken Nelsestuen, APS Director at Large Mark 

Schwartz and APRL Trustee Kristin Patterson. Also 

present will be Royal Philatelic Society Distinguished 

Philatelist Alan Warren. WOW! This is a lot of philatelic 

knowledge and experience here at our show.  So for gosh 

sakes, be certain to attend the APS Town Hall at noon on 

Sunday!  

Also at Fiesta this year is the International Society for 

Philippine Philately and the China Stamp Society. We’re 

pleased to be able to help them organize and build their 

local chapters. Check the schedule for when the meetings 

will be.  

Sunday wraps up with our club’s live auction. You’ll want 

to check this out as there is some fine quality material. It 

is especially strong in (but not limited to) early US, 

France, and Great Britain.  

Approximately 30 Scouts will visit the show on Saturday 

to finish their merit badge. Note I didn’t specify “Boy” 

Scouts as we have young women in Scouting this year for 

the first time. We’ll have 8 girls earning their merit badge! 

Pretty cool. We are doing things differently this year with 

most of the badge being done at an earlier event. The 

Scouts will get a tour of the show and get their collections 

signed off at Fiesta. 

Of course, we’ll have our usual bourse with a wonderful 

assortment of dealers offering a diverse offering of stamps 

and covers. Be certain to take time to check out the 

exhibits as you never know what amazing material you’ll 

see.  

I’d like to ask every club member to give serious 

consideration to attending our show banquet on Saturday 

night. Please plan to join the club’s big party.  

I very much would like to hear what you think. Please 

speak up. 

Brian 
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Those Famous Kansas City Roulettes 

By Randy L. Neil 

America’s postmasters have always been rather well 

known over the years for their inventiveness. Before the 

United States Post Office Department could follow the 

lead of Great Britain and issue its first postage stamps, 

postmasters like New York City’s Robert Morris had 

gone ahead and developed their own postmaster’s 

provisional stamps. It seemed that, when the local 

postmaster saw a need, he somehow found time and 

creative juices to fill it. 

 

W.N. Collins, the postmaster of Kansas City, Mo., was 

just such an inventor. During the latter months of 1914, 

the main post office employees found themselves with 

93,600 one-cent and 69,200 two-cent imperforated 

stamps. The sheets of stamps (Scott Nos. 408 and 409) 

had become unsalable. They had originally been issued 

imperforate by the U.S. Post Office Department to supply 

the demand for private vending machine companies. 

 

Rather than seek authorization to destroy the unsalable 

stamps, Postmaster Collins came up with a rather simple, 

but quite effective idea. Having seen women use tracing 

roulette wheels in their pastime of dressmaking, he knew 

that such inexpensive devices could cut small slits into 

paper in order to more easily tear it apart. So he sent a 

couple of clerks down to a local dry goods store and, 

according to local stories, they purchase 15 tracing 

wheels. 

 

It’s interesting to note that each of the tracing wheels were 

slightly different in construction and, thus, produced slits 

(rouletted cuts) each of which were different from those 

of the other 14 wheels. 

The clerks returned with the tracing wheels and Collins 

authorized them to score the one and two-cent stamps to 

create primitive, but still effective, “perforations” 

between the stamps. Sale of the stamps began shortly 

thereafter. 

 

Obviously, it didn’t take long for local philatelists to 

discover what was being done. Kansas City had a very 

active philatelic community centered around the Midwest 

Philatelic Society, one of the earliest chapters of the 

American Philatelic Society, and a club that, even today, 

is still going strong. 

One of these MPS members was William C. Michaels, a 

local attorney, who was also rather well known nationally 

as an authority on, and writer about, United States stamps. 

Michaels knew that the roulettes would never become a 

major collectable unless something could be done to 

detect an authentic “Kansas City Roulette” 

from one that had been faked. So he had a tiny rubber 

stamp made reading, “W.C.M.,” and he placed an 

impression on every rouletted stamp he could get his 

hands on. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Roulettes continued… 

If it was a block of four, he applied the rubber stamp to 

each stamp. Today, no wise specialist of America’s early 

20th century postage stamps would purchase a Kansas 

City Roulette” without Michaels’ backstamp. Fakes 

obviously exist, but since the price of mint Kansas City 

Roulettes is still rather low, such impostors are not out 

there in huge quantities. 

The Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue does not list the 

Kansas City Roulettes in their normal pricing structure, 

but it does offer a detailed explanation of them and 

remarks that blocks of four of the one-cent retail at $100, 

while blocks of the two-cent should be priced at $200. 

 

But there is great rarity in these issues when it comes to 

on cover uses. They do exist, but Michaels’ backstamp. 

Fakes obviously exist, but since the price of mint Kansas 

City Roulettes is still rather low, such impostors are not 

out there in huge quantities. 

The Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue does not list the 

Kansas City Roulettes in their normal pricing structure, 

but it does offer a detailed explanation of them and 

remarks that blocks of four of the one-cent retail at $100, 

while blocks of the two-cent should be priced at $200. 

 

But there is great rarity in these issues when it comes to 

on cover uses. They do exist, but are so scarce that John 

Hotchner, perhaps the world’s leading authority 

on stamp separation, has never been able to purchase one 

for his well known collection. Scott notes that the earliest 

known use of the one-cent (No. 408) is October 22, 1914, 

and the two cent (No. 409), November 25, 1914. 

 

Michael Laurence, in his column as editor of Linn’s 

Stamp News on August 13, 1984, reported (and pictured) 

the only use of a Kansas City Roulette he had ever seen: 

a Tuck’s Post Card, part of a Christmas series, sent by a 

lonely husband apparently looking forward to being 

reunited with his spouse. The postage was the 

rouletted one-cent green and postmarked on December 7, 

1914. The card had been authenticated by the Philatelic 

Foundation in New York. Laurence notes that a similar 

use had recently been found, but it is not described. He 

also remarks that the post card shown in his column had 

been sold by the William Fox auction firm for $325. 

One of the reasons why such uses are scarce is that the 

roulettes were officially taken off sale on January 14, 

1915. So the period of use for these unusual stamps was 

quite short-lived, indeed. 

 

Although W.C. Michaels was responsible for 

“authenticating” perhaps several hundred Kansas City 

Roulettes, other collectors in Kansas City and beyond 

were always wary of being offered the real thing. Some 

of them, like M.O. Canfield, a Kansas City postal clerk, 

who signed the notarized certificate of authenticity 

(shown here) on August 4, 1919, went to special lengths 

to give the copies he possessed the appearance of being 

the real McCoy.  

But Michaels and a good friend, Wilson D. Wood, went 

even further. They produced a special brochure telling the 

story of the Kansas City Roulettes and caused it to be 

distributed widely across the country. Their purpose: 

Michaels and Wood had a large quantity of the roulettes 

they wished to sell. One of the most notable things about 

this unique little publication is the inclusion of a letter 

from A.M. Dockery, then Third Assistant Postmaster 

General, who says that he had received a specific 

description from W.N. Collins concerning exactly how 

and why the roulettes had been produced. 

 

Michaels, Wood and other Kansas City collectors did 

what they could to make sure the Kansas City Roulettes 

would be a part of America’s philatelic folklore. 
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Time for an evolution 

Thomas Loebig, from the APS Blog site 

In 1941, then British Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill 

gave a speech to the Harrow 

School, his alma mater, 

which included this quote: 

“Never give in.” There’s a 

magnet on my refrigerator 

with a reimagined version of 

the quote saying: “Never give 
up.”  

The quote inspires me, and it 

should inspire stamp 

collectors, when faced with 
the question of how to bring new life to the hobby. 

Paul Hartford sent a very thoughtful Letter to the 

Editor about attracting fresher faces to philately and 
outlined many of the challenges that are ahead. 

I have to respectfully disagree with one sentence: “It is 

clear that our hobby is dying.” 

It is not dying. It is evolving. 

Evolution is not revolution. For instance, this magazine 

is a treasured resource for our members. As long as you 

enjoy reading a physical copy of the AP, we will 

provide it. The evolution is the development of an 

application, soon available for your Apple and Android 

devices. This will be free to everyone. A members-only 

section will bring The American Philatelist to your 

phone or tablet. A brief preview of that coming 
attraction is shown nearby.  

The content strategy of the American Philatelic Society 

will embrace new ideas. We are in the discovery phase 

of this strategy, talking to anyone and everyone about 

stamps. We want to hear from APS members and non-

members, along with men and women of all ages and 
perspectives. 

You are part of the planning of our future strategy. Here 

is how you can help. In addition to sharing your ideas, 

please take a few minutes to share the thoughts of 
people you know. 

When I tell a friend about my new job or am introduced 

to a new contact, I ask if they’ve ever collected stamps. 
If the answer is no, I ask a series of follow-up questions. 

Here are a few: 

 “Did anyone in your family collect stamps? If 

so, have you looked at it lately?” 

 “Do you like art, or history? Stamps are 

beautiful and they tell great stories.” 

 “Are you engaged in any other hobby? Perhaps 
there’s a way to connect stamps with it.” 

Try it. APS has set up a special email address for this 
project: contentideas@stamps.org. 

As Paul noted in his letter, “We need to convince them 

that philately is an interesting, fun and educational 
hobby. There is so much to learn, it’s incredible.” 

It is an incredible hobby and an amazing time to be a 

stamp collector. So never give in; never give up! 

_____________________________________________ 

 

https://stamps.org/Portals/0/Blog%20App/PDFs/WELCOME_and_CHALLENGE_Hartford.pdf?ver=2019-08-29-111308-457
https://stamps.org/Portals/0/Blog%20App/PDFs/WELCOME_and_CHALLENGE_Hartford.pdf?ver=2019-08-29-111308-457
mailto:contentideas@stamps.org
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Completist? Specialist?                

What's your 'Comfort Zone?' 

  

By: Robert Zeigler, President, APS Board of Directors 

Many of us, especially if we were introduced to stamps 

as children, began by collecting more or less randomly. 

We depended on what mom and dad and the mailman 

brought us, and what friends and relatives shared —

used United States stamps, mostly. 

As we grew, we learned that by marshalling our nickels 

and dimes, we could obtain little packets of stamps 

from far-off countries with exotic names. 

Contemplating those stamps from distant lands and 

times, we discovered a bit more about them. Our world 
expanded accordingly. 

After we learned of people in places beyond our 

borders using stamps to send mail as we did, many of 

us responded by beginning to chase the whole world of 

stamps. As we matured further, however, it became 

apparent to us that pursuing the planet’s philately was 

a colossal task without end — without even any actual 

possibility of completion. Furthermore, the effort was 

far beyond the limitations imposed by our youthful 

resources. For most, dreams of becoming the next 

“World’s Greatest Stamp Collector” flickered and 
faded away with time. 

We kept collecting, but narrowed our field of interest 

to what we found most rewarding. Often, we focused 

on a group of nations, even a single country. Even so, 

we risked finding that in the case of a place with lots of 

people and mail, completion was still all but 
impossible. 

This is why, frequently, we would keep tightening our 

philatelic focus. We would concentrate of a period of 

time, or a political movement, an historical event, a 

region, state or city, or some other smaller slice of that 

majestic world of stamps. 

Specialization in philately, as in anything else, has 

pluses and minuses. Some have voiced a real concern 

that they will come to know more and more about less 

and less until they know almost everything about nearly 

nothing at all! Is this actually preferable to chasing the 

world and learning a tiny bit about such a wide field 

that it is hard to keep anything straight? 

Yet one of the delights of philately is that those who 

stick with the hobby long enough usually work out the 

dilemma of completist versus specialist for themselves, 

becoming comfortable with its virtues as well as its 

occasional drawbacks. Luff Award and 2011 

Champion of Champions Award winner John H. 

Barwis showed how he successfully applied this to his 

own collecting interests in his brief and commendable 

article “Expanding by Contracting,” which you will 

find in our August issue of The American Philatelist 
(page 736).   

Each decision we make and every new piece of 

information we acquire in philately pushes us toward 

new knowledge and fresh frontiers. If we choose Russia 

or France, or any other stamp-issuing entity for that 

matter, we will likely learn more about the languages, 

peoples and heritage of those countries. We’ll also 

learn the complexities of collecting them, the many 

back streets and boulevards of their philatelic 

neighborhoods utterly unknown to outsiders. 

Even if you go back to your beginning as a youngster, 

soaking U.S. stamps off the mail the postman brought, 

there’s a lifetime of pleasure to be had. The history, 

geography and sheer variety of this vast country—and 

the vital roles these all have played in shaping our 

stamps and postal history—can keep you learning and 
enjoying your stamps for a lifetime. 
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National Stamp Collecting Month Ideas! 

We have put these ideas 

together because we 

believe that every stamp 

collector in the United 

States has the ability to 

reach out into his/her 

hometown community to 

bring October’s National 

Stamp Collecting Month 

(NSCM) into your town. 

These ideas are here to 

spark your own creativity, as each can be implemented in 

a myriad of ways. We would be honored to add your 

idea(s) to this ever growing list. 

Start everything you think about and do with the 

Universal Pitch that “Stamp Collecting is easy, it’s fun, 

it’s educational and it’s inexpensive…sometimes even 

free!” 

 

Local Post Office - Start with your local post office 

and its officer-in-charge (who may still be called 

Postmaster in your PO). Visit with the OIC/PM of 

your local post office in August or September, 

introduce yourself, explain that you are a 

MEMBER of the American Philatelic Society, and 

that you wanted to VOLUNTEER to help the 

(Your Town) Post Office celebrate National Stamp 

Collecting from October 1 through October 31 

every year.  

Walk the lobby and public area of the PO, and 

present a document you have previously prepared 

prior to the visit which explains the kind of 

displays you want to install for the month of 

October. Stress that he/she will be receiving 

information about NSCM via the Postal Bulletin 

sometime in September (very late!!!)  

Use your phone or iPad to show him/her some of 

the 8.5 x 11 posters you will order for the lobby 

displays. These posters are available to you at 

www.stamps.org/NSCMposters. Explain that 

while you would love to exhibit “real US stamps,” 

for security all of your pages will be fine color 

copies. 

  

 

Local Public Library - The next best place to work 

with is your local Public Library. In the best of all 

possible worlds (which isn’t easy), arrange to meet 

with the Librarian and the OIC to introduce them 

both to the concept of celebrating NSCM together. 

This meeting should take place during the summer. 

(Please see the video on You Tube entitled “South 

Orange Public Library Celebrates Stamp 

Collecting Month 2013” The purpose of this video 

is to show how many different ways you can create 

displays in a library setting. 

 

Local Merchants - Work with your local 

merchants. Visit with your local retail shops and 

ask them to give you some counter space or better, 

window space during the month of October. The 

following are examples of accumulations recently 

found on eBay.  

50 Jewelry on Stamps for $3.50, 

100 “Dogs on Stamps” for $4.50. 

50 “Doctors & Medicine Stamps for $6.50 

After getting agreement from the merchant that 

you can place a “Name of Business” loves 

“National Stamp Collecting Month” display, order 

the stamps on eBay, mount them neatly on 8 ½ by 

11 black clear acetate stock cards, along with some 

text and very clear ways to get more information 

www.learnaboutstamps.com. 

 

Local Veterinarian - Visit your local Veterinarian 

Office/Clinic/Hospital. Present them with a stock 

card of five beautiful dogs and five beautiful cats 

on stamps. Have the name of the Clinic/Doctors on 

the stock card, and the statement that at “Dr. 

(Name of Doctor) Office cats and dogs have our 

stamp of approval.”  

Present it as a frameable gift with the small tag line 

for more information about stamp collecting, go to 

www.learnaboutstamps.com. 

Suggest that you and a fellow collector would be 

happy to run a contest for all of their patients in the 

month of October. Choose two of the cat stamps 

and two of the dog stamps, or all five; and run a 

contest for all patients: “We are looking for the dog 

that looks most like the dog/cat on one of these 

stamps!” Prize for the winning cat — winning dog 

will be ------. 

Continued on next page 

https://classic.stamps.org/NSCMposters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3mt1lE0clE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3mt1lE0clE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h3mt1lE0clE
http://www.learnaboutstamps.com/
http://www.learnaboutstamps.com/
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 Stamp Collecting Month continued… 

 

 

Local Hospital - Visit with your local Hospital’s 

Pediatric Director. Explain that you and a number 

of your fellow stamp collectors want to volunteer 

for two Saturdays and two Sundays in the month 

of October in celebration of National Stamp 

Collecting Month. Have signs posted on bulletin 

board that you are inviting the young patients to 

join you in room #----- to receive 100 free stamps 

for collectors, and information on how to start a 

postage stamp collection. Work with the Volunteer 

Director of the Hospital to find out what safety and 

health protocols you will need to follow in order to 

accomplish this. 

 

Assisted Living Facility - Visit with the Director 

of your local Assisted Living Facility.  

Show them Wade Saadi’s article  on National 

Stamp Collecting. (www.stamps.org/userfiles/ 

file/AP/president/President1012.pdf). Suggest that 

you and your fellow stamp club members want to 

come in every Wednesday in the month of October 

and have as many residents as possible attend your 

“collecting postage stamps” demonstration. 

Request beginner packets from Mystic Stamp 

Company and develop a schedule for which you 

will be present each week, which can be posted on 

bulletin boards throughout the facility. 

 

Local Shopping Mall - Visit with the Marketing 

Director of your local Shopping Mall. Present him/ 

her with Wade Saadi’s article about National 

Stamp Collecting Month (see 6.) and suggest that 

you and your fellow stamp club members can 

install a unique display in some of their locked 

showcases during the month of October. Order 

“learnaboutstamps.com” bookmarks and “How to 

Collect Stamps” flyers from the APS Education 

Department at Education@stamps.org. 

 

Local Museum/Art Gallery - Contact a local 

museum and/or art gallery. Make an appointment 

with the Director and bring a pane of the Hudson 

River School art stamps issued on August 21, 

2014. Tell them you would like to plan a special 

afternoon at the museum or gallery the first week 

in October, to observe NSCM, sponsored by the 

USPS, and promote “Art on Stamps”. Invite the 

local postmaster to kick off the event by presenting 

a special (Your City) Debut of the Hudson River 

Art Stamps to the museum’s director and curator. 

Have a display of all United States stamps 

featuring great art. Lemonade and cookies always 

works. 

 

Local Offices - Organize National Stamp 

Collecting Displays in the lobby of local office 

buildings; ask for permission to mount one page in 

each elevator car in the building. Banks are 

particularly hospitable to NSCM displays, and you 

can use “Google Images” to create a one or two 

page display for banks with all of the US stamps 

that have had banks, banking or money on them. 

Again, always with the cut line of where to get 

additional information about stamp collecting. 

 

Local Arts Program - Have a local arts program or 

arts school run a contest for grade school children 

to design a postage stamp that tells the story of 

what kids think about collecting postage stamps. 

Make sure all entries are on display, and a jury to 

award the best art. Pick any topic for the subject of 

the stamp design that floats your boat, or better, 

appeals to the institution you are partnering with. 

(e.g. a children’s hospital’s wellness program on 

obesity; and the YMCA Children’s Arts program 

on fitness, etc.) 

 

Local Motel or Hotel - Visit with your local 

hometown Motel or Hotel Manager and offer to 

provide a packet of 25 stamps and an Intro 

Brochure to each guest checking in during the 

month of October. Include a special welcome to 

our town note from our town stamp club. 

 

Local Elementary School - Visit with the principal 

of your local elementary school and offer to install 

posters in the school and talk to classes of kids 

about stamp collecting. Give them each a small 

packet of stamps. While there, introduce the 

principal and teachers to the APS Stamps Teach 

program. 

 

(Article reprinted from APS Website) 

https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/AP/president/President1012.pdf
https://classic.stamps.org/userfiles/file/AP/president/President1012.pdf
mailto:education@stamps.org
https://classic.stamps.org/Stamps-Teach
https://classic.stamps.org/Stamps-Teach
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New York’s Distinctive Foreign Mail 

Cancels By Percy Doane  

 

 

We are deeply indebted to William R. Weiss, expert 

extraordinaire, for what is, to us, the best concise 

description of these intriguing New York Foreign 

Mail cancels:  

 

“Some postmasters and clerks in 19th century U.S. 

post offices carved fancy designs to “cancel” stamps 

on mail they processed. Although the New York City 

post office had, by 1870, a long history of using 

various fancy killers, at about that time a group of 

fancy killers began to emerge that would become a 

popular and challanging collecting area for future 

generations. To add to their mystique, these fancy 

killers were only intended to be used on mail which 

was processed in the Foreign Mail Division sent to 

foreign destinations. This distinction would seem to 

set them apart from any other group of cancels that 

exist from any other city. Many of these killers are 

lovely and intricate Geometrics, Stars, and 

Representative designs. In total, over 200 different 

designs exist from the period between 1870-1880, 

and to collect them presents the student with a 

serious and rewarding hobby.”  

 

Just look at the myriad geometric designs that are so 

unusual that it’s generally easy for a specialist to spot 

a New York Foreign Mail cancel as opposed to other 

geometric fancy cancels of the post-Civil War era of 

U.S. postal history. Fancy cancels, by the way, are 

collected either on or off cover and are welcome 

additions to a collection of good 19th century 

material, especially when tastefully mounted on 

blank album pages.  

 

For the collector who likes to make a well defined 

checklist of items he wants and then goes out and see 

if every item on the checklist can be acquired, then 

the specialty of collecting NYFM cancels is for you. 

They’re loaded with New york City history and, with 

the exception of some usages on cover, are not 

expensive enough to break a bank and make one 

completely shy away from them. Mind you, they’re 

not cheap, either. But then, 19th century U.S. 

material is still one of our best investments! 
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German inflation 1923 - Stamps and 

Postal History by Roy Lingen 

 

 

I think all postal historians are fascinated to some extent 

by covers showing enormous postal rates during periods 

of gross inflation. A number of historical examples are 

available - Austria 1922-25, Hungary 1946, South 

American countries off and on this entire century. One of 

the most famous of all, however, is Germany of 1923.  

 Some Historical Background  

During the post-WWI years, the value of the German 

mark steadily deteriorated, largely as a result of 

reparations payments and the savage penalties imposed 

on German trade. Faced with budgetary deficits, 

governments followed a practice of issuing more money 

to meet expenses. The result was a runaway inflation 

more severe than that experienced in any other part of 

Europe. During 1922, the value of the Mark in US dollars 

fell from 162 marks to more than 7,000 marks (the pre-

1914 relationship had been 4.2 marks to the dollar).  

On April 27, 1921 the Allied Reparation Commission 

fixed the total War Reparations to be paid by Germany at 

132,000,000,000 gold marks. Regarding the sum as far in 

excess of what the country could pay, the current 

government resigned. In the face of an Allied ultimatum 

based on a threat of an occupation of the Ruhr, the new 

chancellor secured a reluctant vote in favor of paying. It 

proved impossible to pay the required sums on time, and 

the French made a technical default by Germany in timber 

deliveries the pretext for occupying the Ruhr in January 

1923. 

The occupation vastly worsened the economic situation. 

The German government (another new one) ordered 

passive resistance to the French and Belgian attempts to 

get the mines and factories working and a ban on all 

reparation deliveries. The occupation forces replied with 

mass arrests and an economic blockade that cut off the 

Ruhr and the greater part of the Rhineland from the rest 

of Germany. This was a devastating blow to the German 

economy, especially after the final loss, in 1921, as a 

result of a plebiscite and League of Nations ruling, of the 

coal mining and industrial areas of Upper Silesia. As a 

result, by July 1, 1923 the mark had fallen to 160,000 to 

the dollar; by November 20, 1923 it was down to 

4,200,000,000,000 (4.2 trillion) to the dollar. Barter 

replaced other commercial dealings and food riots broke 

out.  

We have probably all heard the story about the workers 

being paid every few hours, and of the workman who took 

a wheelbarrow full of paper money to the store to buy 

bread. He parked it outside (after all, who would bother 

stealing it?) while he went in to see if any bread was 

available. When he came out, he found the money 

dumped on the ground, and the wheelbarrow stolen! 

The mark was finally revalued on Dec 1, 1923 at the rate 

of 1,000,000,000,000 old marks to 1 new mark, or one 

trillion to one. By the way, here lies a common point of 

confusion, particularly for US collectors. After one 

hundred million, the European and North American 

conventions for naming the numbers differs. The 

European billion has 12 zeros, which is a North American 

trillion. Here's a quick comparison: 

Number 

of Zeros 

North 

America 
Europe 

6 million million 

9 billion milliard 

12 trillion billion 

See the confusion over the billion?  

Postal Rates 

Postal rates for the period dramatically document the 

inflation. All postal rates, including registration fees, 

inland and foreign mail etc. are found in a table in the 

Michel Germany Specialized Catalog. Here is a summary 

of changes to domestic, city to city basic letter rates 

(Fernverkehr) and rate change dates:  

Continued on next page 
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German Inflation continued… 

Date Rates in Marks 

Apr 1, 1921 .60 

Jan 1, 1922 2 

Jul 1, 1922 3 

Oct 1, 1922 6 

Nov 15, 1922 12 

Dec 15, 1922 25 

Jan 15, 1923 50 

Mar 1, 1923 100 

July 1, 1923 300 

Aug 1, 1923 1,000 

Aug 24, 1923 20,000 

Sep 1, 1923 75,000 

Sep 20, 1923 250,000 

Oct 1, 1923 2,000,000 

Oct 10, 1923 5,000,000 

Oct 20, 1923 10,000,000 

Nov 1, 1923 100,000,000 

Nov 5, 1923 1,000,000,000 

Nov 12, 1923 10,000,000,000 

Nov 20, 1923 20,000,000,000 

Nov 26, 1923 80,000,000,000 

Dec 1, 1923 
100,000,000,000  

or 0.10 new marks! 

 

 

 

 

 

A few representative covers 

 

 

Posted on Nov 10, 1923 with a total of 1,000,000,000 

Marks (1 Milliard Marks) paying the inter-city letter 

rate (Fernverkehr) for up to 20 grams set as of Nov 5. 

 

 

Posted to London England on Nov 14, 1923 with a total 

of 40 Milliarden (40,000,000,000) Marks, paying the 

international letter rate for up to 20 grams set as of Nov 
12. Franked with 20 x 2 Milliarden Marks stamps. 
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SJSC/SJPC Summer Picnic 

September 14, 2019
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merica’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#31 – Scott 295   1901 2 cent Pan-American 

 

#30 – Scott 296a   1901 4 cent Pan-American Invert 

 

#29 – Scott 1193   1962 4 cent Project Mercury 

 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers 

Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, 

Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                               

(Stamps & Covers of the World) 
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