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2020 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti …………   408 723 0122 

 

Secretary 

*Stan Flowerdew …………..  408 378 5550 

sflowerdew@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster/Newsletter 

*Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net   

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2019 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Andy Hilton ……………. 408 377 1442 

papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Exhibits Chairman 
Ron Biell ......................... 408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

Club member wins 2019 Chaloner Award 

 

Club member Richard Clever has been awarded the Council of Northern 

California Philatelic Societies Chaloner Memorial Award for 2019.  The 

award is the Councils highest recognition award for service to Council 

Area philately.  The award recognizes special individuals who embody 

the qualities of service and leadership in philately in the Council area. 

The award was first given to Henry Chaloner in 1952, and later it was 

made into a memorial award in his name.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The award was presented to Richard at the PENPEX awards dinner on 

December 7, 2019.  Be sure to congratulate Richard on having been 

recognized for his many years of service to Philately.  
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Blog Updates 

No Activity 

Website Updates 

SJSC/SJPC Joint Christmas Dinner Photos uploaded     
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Remember the dates! 

Jan 4-5         Great American Stamp Expo - Napredak                                                                

Jan 4-5         Vintage Paper Fair – San Francisco                           

Jan 15           San Jose Stamp Club Meeting                           

Jan 25-26     El Dorado Hills Gold Rush Paper Show            

Jan 29          SJSC Philatelic Skills Workshop – Hilltop Manor                     

__________________________________________ 

Presidents Message 

For any business or organization to continue to operate and 

be prosperous, it is essential to keep moving forward. For the 

SJSC, I see this as taking action to grow the club and overall 

south bay philatelic community. What does that mean and 

how do we do it? Good question and I don’t pretend to have 

all the answers. I will share with you my vision and welcome 

and encourage you to share different ideas.  

The Vision: For the SJSC, my goal is to double our 

membership over the next 2-3 years.  The chance to learn 

more about philately, enjoy the social aspects, and access to 
more stamps are all great reasons to join.  We’re going to 

have to look for ways to get existing collectors to join the 

club as well as recruit new people to collecting. Club growth 

will help develop Filatelic Fiesta as we’d have the personal 

to the tasks without anybody having to do so much they get 

burned out. Perhaps we could return to being a 3 day show.  

Growth: How do we grow our club? Good question! Almost 

every club in the country is trying figure that out. My thought 

is to get busy trying things out and not to be afraid to fail.  If 

we stick to only doing things as they’ve been done in the 

past, our chance at success is dim.  

We’ll want to think about activities that draw existing 

collectors into the club and getting new people to start.  

These are probably somewhat different activities.  This is 

challenging and we’ll need to articulate a clear message. One 

point I’m advocating is to take advantage of the many 

donations we’ve been fortunate to receive. Many collectors 

could make nice enhancements to their collections from the 

better material.   We’ll also need to have a portion of the 

meeting that we discuss or present philatelic topics for 

experienced collectors.  

To entice people to start collecting, the keys are to cover the 

why and how. The key here is the WHY. If people can see 

why they should give collecting a try, we can get them to 

take the action to come to meetings. I remain optimistic that 

this is possible as when I talk to people outside the hobby, 

they are so often excited about stamps when they are 

presented in a fun and engaging environment. They WHY 

will be different for people, so we’ll have to really work on 

communicating a clear but broad message.  We can try to 

recruit new collectors by doing recruitment events at local 

senior independent living centers, service club meetings 

(Rotary, Kiwanians, Lions, etc).  

We can cover a lot of the details of the “how” in club 

meetings by adding time for as part of our regular agenda. 

Us experienced collectors can take turns leading hands-on 

activities to our new collectors.  

I hope to schedule several events for the SJSC to recruit new 

members. One element we can all contribute to is volunteer 

to host a discussion or presentation at a club meeting. 

EVERYONE needs to step up here. If those of us who 

regularly attend meetings helps out, we could fill the 

calendar by doing 2 talks each. Recruiting existing collectors 

into joining the club seems like the “low hanging fruit” to go 

after, but how? Our presence at the Napredak Hall shows is 

a natural way to “show off”, but how? Let’s start by 

everyone taking the challenge to personally inviting 

somebody you know to come visit a meeting. Now that I’m 

bring more of our inventory to meetings, access to stamps 

could be a big help  

Brian 
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Yellow - A Significant,                    

but Elusive, U.S. Stamp Color 

by Steve Swain 

Yellow - A Significant Stamp Color 

The importance of yellow in graphic mediums, 

including stamps, is well documented. Combine 

yellow and red to stimulate a feeling of excitement; 

yellow enhances a more subdued, cool palette of 

greens and browns; mix yellow with gray and a bit of 

black to create a crisp, high-tech look.   

A review of the stamps portrayed in a U.S. catalog 

using color reveals numerous attractive designs 

using yellow.  It is a very prominent and significant 

color for many stamps.  Figure 1 presents several 

examples of these wonderful issues. 

          

           

Figure 1. 

Yellow is a significant color in the design of these stamps 

The school room blackboard on the 1972 P.T.A. 

issue (Scott 1463) is boldly emphasized against the 

brilliant yellow background. The 2011 issue 

commemorating the Indianapolis 500 road race 

(Scott 4530) has an exciting rendition of the yellow 

Marmon Wasp winning the 1911 race.  The 1987 25¢ 

bee and flower issue (Scott  2281) highlights the 

shining yellow of the honey bee. The 2007 41¢ 

Celebrate stamp (Scott No. 4196) artfully combines 

yellow with red.      

Some stamps have even been printed on yellow 

paper, with some of the most notable examples being 

the 1961 Kansas Statehood Centennial Sunflower 

commemorative and the various issues of late-1970s 

to early-1980s Americana series shown in Figure 2. 

        

                

Figure 2. 

Kansas Statehood (Scott 183), Beat the Drum (Scott 

1615), Violins (Scott 1813), Windmill (Scott 1730) 

 

 

     Figure 3.  Scott 1203 

Probably the most famous U.S. stamp associated 

with the color yellow is the 1962 “yellow color shift” 

issue (Figure 3).  

Continued on next page 
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Yellow continued… 

From the original printing of the stamp honoring Dag 

Hamarskjold, Secretary-General of the United 

Nations from 1953 to 1961, several panes were 

discovered with the yellow color inverted. 

Not wanting to create a rarity, the USPS decided to 

print huge quantities of the color-inverted stamps 

allowing every collector to have a true error issue in 

their collection.                                         

 The Elusive Yellow Stamp  

The multi-color process for U.S. stamps using yellow 

began with the 1958 Forest Conservation issue (Scott 

1122).  So, the question is begged as to whether 

yellow has always been a significant color for U.S. 

stamps prior to the introduction of the multi-color 

process.  If so, which stamps, and how many? 

A close review of the stamps portrayed in a color 

catalog reveals, with a very few exceptions,  that 

prior to the use of effective multi-color printing 

technology U.S. stamps were printed using a single 

color: red, blue, green, brown, purple or 

black.  Granted, there were many variations of these 

colors, such as “pale blue”, and printing varieties due 

to plate inking or ink preparation resulted in a range 

of colors seen on most early stamps.  However, a 

single, primary color was definitely the mainstay for 

U.S. stamps during the years prior to the multi-color 

process 

But not yellow.  Of the thousands of U.S. stamps 

issued, with high quality, tightly rendered designs 

resulting in very attractive stamps, only a very few 

have yellow as their primary color scheme.    

The Elusive Color Yellow - How Many Yellow 

Stamps? 

Relying on descriptions in the Scott Specialized 

Catalogue of United States Stamps and Covers, the 

10¢ eagle-and-shield issue of the legendary 1869 

“pictorials” set (Figure 4) was the first U.S. stamp 

having yellow as its sole color.  

 

Figure 4. 1869 10¢ Eagle and Shield (Scott 116) 

 A noteworthy innovation in the 1869 pictorials was 

the introduction of the first two-color stamps in U.S.  

postal history, the four denominations of 15-cents 

and higher. The 10¢ eagle-and-shield design was 

adapted for the 30¢ bi-colored blue and red stamp 

with the addition of draped U.S. flags.  These bi-

colored stamps are notable exceptions to the one-

color rule of that time period.   

 Following the 1869 issue, very few stamps were 

issued using the color yellow as the 

 base tint. In fact, taking into consideration regular 

issues, commemoratives, airmail and special  

delivery, the list of stamps classified as yellow-only 

includes the 1869 10¢ Eagle-and-Shield (Scott 116) 

and the 4 varieties of the 10¢ Washington of the 1908 

series (Scott 338, 356, 364 and 381) shown in Figure 

5. 

           

                     

Figure 5.  10¢ Washington of the 1908 series                

(Scott 338, 356, 364 and 381) 

Continued on next page 
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Yellow continued… 

Some collectors will maintain that absent from this 

list are stamps commonly identified as yellow, such 

as the 1913 10¢ Panama-Pacific Exposition (Scott 

400) and the 1922 10¢ James Monroe (Scott 

562).  However, these stamps are purposely not 

included in the above list of “yellow” stamps because 

Scott classifies these issues otherwise, as "orange 

yellow" or "yellow orange".                           

“Back of the Book” Yellow Stamps  

The especially small list of stamps printed with 

yellow as a base color can be expanded by including 

issues in the “back of the book” category, 

specifically the 1873 Agriculture Department official 

stamps, Scott O1- O9.  (Examples in Figure 6.) 

              

                         

Figure 6.  Agriculture Department official stamps:            

Scott O3, Scott O4, Scott O6 

Using designs of the regular issues then in use, these 

stamps satisfied a request by Congress to  

abolish the much abused franking privilege. Stamps 

were issued for the Executive branch and its 

subordinate departments, with Agriculture being one 

of those departments.   

True, the various printings of the Agriculture 

Department stamps range in color from yellow to 

golden yellow to olive yellow.   However, the 

generally accepted major type of the issue was 

printed solely in yellow, and that is how it’s listed in 

Scott’s.  

           

An interesting note is that official stamps were valid 

only on government mail and were never sold to the 

public, so collectors found assembling this long 

series a challenge and rather expensive.  

But in 1875, a special printing was made available to 

collectors of the entire set, ungummed and 

overprinted with "Specimen", as shown in these 

examples. 

 End Note 

Further understanding related to the color yellow and 

U.S. stamps could result from research into 

the shades, hues and variations of yellow stamps as 

well as orange stamps incorporating yellow in their 

color scheme.  Also, a comparison of yellow used in 

the major stamp catalogs, online resources, 

expertizing services and stamp auction houses could 

highlight the inconsistencies in how colors are 

identified on some stamps. 

Yellow has definitely played a significant role in the 

history of U.S. stamps, whether for regular issues, 

commemoratives or back of the book items.  But in 

stark contrast to the prominent use of yellow with the 

multi-color process, yellow as the single, primary tint 

is a most elusive color for U.S. stamps. 
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The Many Faces of Stamp Collecting Merit Badges and Awards 

by Steve Swain 

 

The American Philatelic Society offers two Stamp Collecting Merit Badge workshops annually in conjunction 

with the APS Winter Show each January/February and StampShow each August. The 6-hour “Boy Scouts of 

America Merit Badge Class” is consistently attended by a spirited group of Boy Scouts eager to understand all of 

the distinctive requirements for the coveted Stamp Collecting merit badge. 

 

What other scouting, or scout-like youth organizations, provide their members an opportunity to earn a stamp 

collecting merit badge or a similar award?   And, are the requirements for such badges and awards consistent for 

all groups?  

Scout Organizations 

The genesis of the scouting movement was a series of magazines, Scouting for Boys, written in 1908 by General 

Robert Baden-Powell. The contents of the six publications were later combined into a book, Scouting for Boys, 

that remains today as the seminal work on Scouting. 

                 

In the magazines, activities were recommended for existing youth organizations in the United Kingdom to use to 

develop in boys and young men a sense of duty, personal discipline and honor. An unexpected result of this was 

the formation of Scout Patrols around the country, all of which followed the principles set out in Baden-Powell's 

work.  In 1910 this led Baden-Powell to form The Boy Scout Association as a national body to organize and 

support the Scout Patrols. 
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Since its inception, the Scout movement has spread from the United Kingdom to 216 countries and territories 

around the world. There are at least 520 national or regional Scouting associations encompassing 38 million 

Scouts and Guides. 

  

Stamp Collecting Badges 

A stamp collecting badge is awarded for the successful completion of requirements related specifically to philately 

for only a few Scout organizations, the most notable being the Boy Scouts of America.  For the other groups, a 

more generic “hobby” or “collecting” badge is awarded for satisfying requirements for which stamp collecting is 

one of the potential themes. 

The Scouts on Stamps Society International’s web site lists the following Scout organizations that bestow Scout 

or Guide stamp collecting or hobby badges: 
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The overall scope of the requirements for the award from these Scout groups is somewhat consistent in that in 

all cases the Scout must create a collection, display that collection and provide a presentation explaining the 

contents of the collection and why the particular collectible subject was chosen. 

However, the specific activities required for the award varies, sometimes significantly, from one Scout group to 

the next.  For example, the “Collector” Challenge Badge awarded by Scouts Canada has only three 

requirements.  In contrast, the Boy Scouts of America publishes a 40-page pamphlet detailing the extensive 

requirements for its stamp collecting Merit Badge. 

Additional insight into several of the Scout organizations’ requirements for earning the stamp collecting award is 

presented in the “Stamp Collecting Badge Requirements” table. 
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Notable Scout-Like Organizations 

Scout-like groups pattern their programs after traditional Scouting by having outdoor programs, advancement, 

merit badges, ranks, and a Scout-like uniform. But these organizations typically consider themselves – and market 

themselves - to be an alternative to traditional Scouting. Many of these organizations are US-based and are also 

church-centered Christian groups, some belonging to specific denominations.  Scout-like programs include: 

 

    

Stamp Collecting Honors 

Of these Scout-like programs, Pathfinders and Royal Rangers offer stamp collecting awards.  These awards are 

sometimes called “honors” or “proficiency badges”.  The other Scout-like groups do not have an award 

specifically for stamp collecting, but do encourage their members to pursue their interests in arts, crafts and 

hobbies. 
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The requirements for the Royal Rangers and Pathfinder stamp collecting awards are rather substantial.  Earned 

by boys and leaders in Discovery Rangers, Adventure Rangers, and Expedition Rangers, the Royal Rangers’ 

Stamp Collecting Merit has requirements closely aligned with the Boy Scouts of America’s Stamp Collecting 

Merit Badge. 

 

The “Stamp Collecting Honor and Merit Requirements” table provides details for earning the stamp collecting 

award for these two Scout-like organizations.  

 

Reflection 

The stamp collecting hobby is definitely alive and well as is evidenced by the thousands of boys and girls 

worldwide who work diligently to receive the highly desirable stamp collecting merit badge or honor from their 

Scout or Scout-like organization.  Whatever the specific requirements may be, the pursuit of the award provides 

a firm foundation for a lifelong interest and passion for stamp collecting. 
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Christmas Craft Fair - Presbyterian 

Church of Los Gatos  - 12/01/2019 

The SJSC participated in the annual Christmas Craft 

Fair at the Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos.  The 

club has participated in past years but this was the 

best year by far.  Children and adults alike enjoyed 

the multiple stamp projects.  These included the 

traditional Christmas projects (general Christmas 

Stamps and the Madonna and Child) along with 

projects involving the National Park series from 

1934, Champions of Liberty series from 1957-1961 

and the Famous American series from 1940.  For the 

younger children there was coloring involving both 

Christmas themes and stamp themes.  There was a 

steady flow of adults and children coming and going 

the entire time the activities were available.  

Participating in the fair is one of the programs the 

club conducts to promote stamp collecting to the 

community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=presbyterian+church+of+los+gatos&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjyuO3QhJbmAhVMip4KHd1uCh4QkeECKAB6BAgNECY
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=presbyterian+church+of+los+gatos&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjyuO3QhJbmAhVMip4KHd1uCh4QkeECKAB6BAgNECY
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SJSC/SJPC Christmas Dinner 

The annual joint Christmas dinner with the San Jose 

Post card club was held on December 11, 2019.  

Attendance was good with everyone in good spirts.  

Guest speaker Michael Brookman gave an 

interesting presentation on how he turned his passion 

for scenic postcards and history into a series of 

books.  Andy finally got his APS Sparkplug award 

along with something extra for the wait.  
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Storage Container Move 

The club’s storage container was moved to a new 

location on December 19, 2019.  The weather was 

good but conditions were less than ideal because of 

mud since the container sits on bare ground. The 

move required 2 large trucks, one for the container 

and one for the contents.  Altogether this adds up to 

18000 pounds and because of the mud the trucks did 

have some problems getting traction at the church.  

Conditions at the new location were better and there 

was a forklift available to assist with the move.  

Everything was re-stored with no damages, and more 

importantly, no injuries.  Each box of frames weighs 

2400 pounds and is difficult to move.  The new space 

for the storage container is on land owned by club 

member John Kochever.  Thank you John for coming 

thru when the club most needed help.  Hopefully we 

won’t have to worry about the container until time 

for the next show.  
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#22 – Scott R133   1871 $5 Documentary Revenue 

 

#21 – Scott 299   1901 10 cent Pan-American 

 

#20 – Scott 20   1857 1 cent Benjamin Franklin 

 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)  

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                    

Web Site: www.thepostcard.com                                                         

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                               

(Stamps & Covers of the World) 

                                         

mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
http://www.asiaphilatelics.com/
mailto:rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eurasiastamps.com/
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:info@stampbay.com
http://www.thepostcard.com/
mailto:wrsky@att.net
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