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the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

Stamps for Champs: A Gift for the 

Everyday Heroes of COVID-19 

A Humble Thank You from the American Philatelic Society 

While many of us have been confined at home, many “Everyday Heroes” 

have been working hard, helping us make it through. Thank you to the 

doctors, nurses, and other health care professionals who’ve been tending to 

the ill and providing comfort to the dying. To the grocery store workers who 

have helped sustain us in this incredible time. To the utility workers who 

have kept our power on, our internet working and our municipal services 

operating while sheltered at home. To the law enforcement officers and first 

responders who’ve helped keep us safe in times of crisis. To them and others 

who’ve been out while the rest of us have been in, we want to say, “Thank 
you.” 

Following the tragic events of 9/11, Congress created the Heroes of 2001 

semipostal stamp. The stamp honored the brave men and women who rushed 

into danger following the 2001 terrorist attacks on New York City and 

Washington, D.C. It’s my hope we can see fit to honor our everyday heroes 

similarly. 

Experienced collectors know that one of the best ways to manage the 

challenges of life is by working on your collection. During the Great 

Depression and World War II, the White House released photos of APS 

member and President Franklin D. Roosevelt working on his collection to 

help him manage our nation’s challenges. Until there is a U.S. stamp for the 

heroes of this pandemic, we want to show our thanks with the gift of stamp 

collecting. That’s why we’re introducing “Stamp for Champs.” This idea 

was inspired by APS Vice President, Jeff Shapiro, who wanted to give back 
to those who have given so much. It’s a great idea and we hope you’ll agree. 

Until August 24, 2020, we’re offering a free one-year digital 

membership to the APS for our Everyday Heroes. 

We’re asking for you to help. All you have to do is navigate to our website 

(https://aps.buzz/Stamps4Champs), share the story of this hero with us and 

provide their contact address and information so we can enroll them as 

digital members. 

Many folks are showing kindness these days. We want to reach those who 

are out there every day while we are safe at home. APS members will be 

limited to one nomination; please share your nominations by August 

24, 2020. We’re going to share their stories with you and hope you’ll join us 
in thanking them and encouraging them to stay with us for years to come. 

 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
https://aps.buzz/Stamps4Champs
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Presidents Message 

Filatelic Fiesta: It is with great disappointment that I 

must announce the decision to cancel Filatelic Fiesta for 

2020. The Board of Directors and I ground a lot enamel 

off our teeth reaching this decision, but we felt it was the 

smart choice.  

As of this writing, there are still a great number of 

unknowns and complications that made this decision 

necessary. As we are on Santa Clara County property, we 

must follow the county health offices guidelines for a 

Phase 4 gathering. There is serious doubt the county will 

be in Phase 4 of the Covid-19 recovery by November. 

Further complicating things is that the county is currently 

housing the homeless in Gateway Hall. It seems highly 

unlikely that they will be moved out soon enough to have 

sufficient time to hold our event.  Lastly, there is 

considerable doubt that enough dealers will feel 

comfortable working in a public event and that guests will 

feel save in attending.  

Therefore, the FF leadership team is working the 

Fairgrounds management to roll our contract over to 

2021.  

I think we look at this great disappointment and find 

opportunities in it. We went into this year short some key 

positions on the leadership team and overall a little 

understaffed.  We should use the upcoming year to recruit 

the help we need to put on a terrific show on November 

14 – 15, 2021. In addition to getting fully staffed, let’s 

look for ways to further improve our show. Any event that 

wants to survive, needs to keep improving. It is part of my 

leadership style that we keep looking for ways to make 

Filatelic Fiesta a show that every stamp collector in the 

region wants to attend.  

Club Meetings: Our club meeting for June 3rd will occur 

on-line using Zoom. All club members will get a link in 

their email. If you have a stamp collecting friend you’d 

like to have “visit” a meeting, please pass them the info. 

This information is NOT posted on-line to help maintain 

security. Anyone who wants to visit a meeting can contact 

any of our on-line platforms.  

Remember, you don’t have to have a webcam to 

participate. If you do, you get to see everyone (and they 

see you) and you can view our meeting program. If you 

have an internet connected device, but no cam, you can 

still connect and we just won’t be able to see your smiling 

face but you’ll be able to view the program and talk to 

everyone.  Lastly, if you only have a phone, you can call-

in and listen/talk, you just won’t see anything. If you’d 

like to test your Zoom connection, just let me know and 

I’ll be happy to do a test with you.  

On June 3rd, our program is a wonderful presentation on 

the 1997 Classic American Aircraft sheet published by the 

USPS. Jim Steinwinder does an amazing job of 

researching the information for his presentations, so I’m 

looking forward to this. I had hopes of following this up 

with a club trip to Castle Air Museum near Merced, but 

that will have to wait.  

Club Inventory: Our accumulation of donations is 

getting turned into a useful set of boxes any of you can 

search for stamps to add to your collection. John 

Kochever continues to sort those boxes of “mixed world” 

and turning them into glassines for every country of the 

world. Some of the stamps are 19th Century and early 20th, 

so don’t believe that there is nothing there to help you. 

Dave Gilman must have permanently pruned fingers for 

all the stamps he is soaking for us. I have more to soak 

than Dave can do, so please speak up if you can help.  

Stay safe and please stay in touch, 

Brian 
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Fake Advertising Covers 

(the "Maryland" fakes) 

I was recently contacted to review a group of about 90 

advertising covers for a dealer in Canada who thought that 

they were likely faked. After a quick review of some scans I 

was convinced many, if not all, were extremely dangerous 

fakes.  

This short web presentation is an attempt to document the 

characteristics of these fakes and make postal historians 

aware of the likelihood that others are in the marketplace. 

The same group of covers I purchased included a smaller 

group of Canada covers. These covers may have been sold 

by the presumed manufacturer (located in Maryland) as 

being reproduction add-ons. One or more examples were 

sold on eBay in 2016 as being genuine, or without notice that 

they were not genuine. 

A common characteristic of the faked advertising covers is 

that they are genuine covers with genuine stamps, genuine 

postmarks and genuine addresses to which advertising 

images have been added. This pattern may not be uniform in 

newer productions from the same factory. 

 

 

Genuine - for comparison purposes. Note strong color of the image. 

 

 

Fake #1 - note first that the imprint below the portrait at left 

includes only two lines of the return address, omitting the 

city of the "Honeyman Hardware Company." Of course, that 

style of return address imprint would normally include name 

and city and that city should be the city of the postmark. In 

this case, the genuine lists San Francisco as city of the 

company and cover bears a proper San Francisco postmark. 

On the faked cover, research reveals that the Honeyman 

Hardware Company was a well known Portland, Oregon 

company of the era. However, the fake cover was 

postmarked at Erie, Pennsylvania. 

Note also that the image used for the fakery has been cropped 

at right instead of filling the horizontal space as the original. 

In addition, note the intensity of the color printing on the 

genuine, which appears to have been screen printed, and the 

washed out appearance of the fake which is believed to have 

been produced by photo lithography. 

Finally, note that the address impinges substantially into the 

image which was actually printed on top of the existing 

address and the existing return address. In almost all cases, 

when people addressed genuine advertising covers they 

avoided writing over the printed image. Some exceptions 

exist to this but is generally the case except when a 

automated address plate may have been employed to send a 

mass mailing. 

Also note, in common with most all of the productions from 

this factory, that the letters are not as crisp as in the genuine 

examples. 

 

Fake #2 - notes as previous fake apply here as well but in 

this case the underlying genuine use is from Pittsburg 

rather than Erie. I include this to illustrate another aspect of 

these fakes, the image has been resized from 105 mm width 

of fake #1 to 85 mm width. The maker has adeptly resized 

images to fit the size of the covers. 

_____________________________________________ 

https://www.rfrajola.com/Savage/RealSavage.jpg
https://www.rfrajola.com/Savage/b20a.jpg
https://www.rfrajola.com/Savage/a8a.jpg
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Exploring the APS Reference Collection 

At the American Philatelic Expertizing Service, the 

year 2020 will mark the 25th anniversary of the 

establishment of the APEX Reference Collection. 

Since its founding in 1995, donations from APS 

members and other philatelists have led to the 

creation of one of the largest philatelic reference 

collections in the world. Today that collection has 

grown to approximately 1,400 albums and binders 

housed in 26 bookshelves — or over 450 linear feet 

of shelving! The nearby photo illustrates just a few 

of the volumes in our collection (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. During Summer Seminar 2019, we welcomed students into the 

Expertizing department to explore the Reference Collection. 

Nearly every country and stamp-issuing entity is 

represented in our Reference Collection. No 

worldwide stamp collection can ever be complete, of 

course. And ours has gaps and voids that we 

continually strive to fill. But APEX has never 

purchased a single stamp for the Reference 

Collection. We are completely dependent upon the 

generosity of philatelists to grow this invaluable 

collection. 

While we have never had the entire collection 

appraised for either catalog or market value, various 

knowledgeable estimates suggest a market value in 

the $7–8 million range. 

One might reasonably ask the questions, what 

exactly is a reference collection, and why does the 

APS need one? A philatelic reference collection is a 

stamp collection that contains stamps reliably known 

to be genuine. But also included in a good reference 

collection are known fakes and forgeries. The 

purpose of a reference collection is to enable experts 

(and others) to evaluate stamps against known 

genuine and forged stamps. This is a central facet of 

the expertizing process: how does a subject stamp 

compare to real and fake counterparts? 

Experts, of course, have an arsenal of processes, 

procedures, and tools that they use to authenticate 

stamps and covers. But every expert requires a deep, 

focused reference collection in their areas of 

specialization. Whether you are an Expert 

Committee member or an APS member, having 

access to a centrally-located worldwide Reference 

Collection is an important member benefit. 

Donations help build our Reference Collection 

Let’s take a look inside our Reference Collection. 

Perhaps the best way to do that is to review some of 

the important contributions that have helped build 

this unique resource.  The biggest single expansion 

to the Reference Collection began in December 2015 

when noted philatelist Don DeWees donated a 

$300,000 collection of German stamps. He followed 

this the next year with an equally impressive 

collection of French material. Both of these generous 

contributions were acknowledged by Executive 

Director Scott English in his December 2016 AP 

column. Don went on to contribute a Great Britain 

collection that same year. In the next two years, 

Don’s generosity continued (Figure 2) with the 

donation of important holdings of Spain, Italy, 

Sweden, Scandinavia, Denmark & Faroe Islands, 

Vatican City, San Marine, Belgium, Monaco, Saar, 

Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland, 

Liechtenstein, and the German Occupation! 

Continued on next page 

https://stamps.org/services/reference-collection
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Figure 2. Don DeWees singlehandedly expanded the Reference Collection’s size 

beginning in 2015. 

Stamps, of course, are at the heart of the Reference 

Collection. But Don’s collections also include many 

helpful examples of postal history. The Italian cover 

in Figure 3, for example, is an 1885 cover from the 

American Consulate in Rome to New York City. 

Covers such as this play an important role in our 

Reference Collection. They provide examples of 

contemporaneous cancellations and Auxiliary 

Markings as well as evidence of rates, routes, senders 

and recipients. All of this is vital information when 

authenticating both stamps and postal artifacts such 

as covers. 

 

Figure 3. Stamps are not the only reference materials found in the Reference 

Collection. Covers like this one depict examples of cancellations and markings 

in use — a useful resource for the Expert Committee and philatelic researchers 

alike. From the DeWees donation. 

 

 

32,000 Penny Reds 

Not every contribution to the Reference Collection is 

a country collection. Sometimes we receive some 

very specialized material that is difficult to duplicate. 

One example is a collection of Great Britain Penny 

Red stamps (Figure 4). Around 12 years ago, we 

received two massive custom stamp albums, each 

page consisting of a reconstructed sheet of stamps. 

When the collection was donated, it was estimated 

that there were approximately 32,000 stamps in the 

two binders, ranging from Plate #71 to #224. Not all 

of the sheets are fully populated and the pages for 

some sheets are completely empty, so there is still 

work to be done. But this is a very uncommon 

collection and a great reference tool. 

 

Figure 4. Sheets of Great Britain Penny Reds: the slightest changes in plate 

construction are documented in this extensive collection. 

Another way to look at the donations we’ve received 

is to consider some of the true rarities in the 

Reference Collection. Many of you will recall that I 

wrote about the APS’ copy of the famous Inverted 

Jenny (Scott C3a) in the November issue of the AP. 

But the Jenny is far from the only notable rarity we 

have. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Figure 5. There are only four known authenticated vertical coil pairs of the U.S. 

Scott 321, pictured here. The Reference Collection keeps an example “just in 

case” another, or a single, is unearthed for authentication. 

My favorite example is the pair of U.S. Scott 321 

shown in Figure 5. Scott states that there are four 

known authenticated pairs of this vertical coil. Issued 

in 1908, it is described as carmine, perf 12 

horizontally. In case you are curious, Scott places a 

catalog value of $600,000 on these pairs. You might 

well ask why we keep such a valuable item in the 

Reference Collection. After all, how many 

submissions claiming to be a 321 is APEX likely to 

receive? How many comparisons are we likely to 

make? The first answer is that we have it “just in 

case” another shows up. The more intriguing reason 

to keep this pair around has to do with a part of the 

description in the Scott Specialized Catalogue of US 

Stamps & Covers: 

“There are no authenticated unused or off-cover used 

single stamps recorded. Two on-cover singles are 

known…” 

Should a purported single of 321 — on or off cover 

— be submitted to APEX for a certificate, we are 

prepared to expertize and authenticate it. 

Authenticating a stamp requires many detailed tests 

and examinations. Expressing an opinion on a stamp 

without having something to compare it with is never 

desirable. 

 

Forgeries are important reference materials 

While genuine stamps of any catalog value are 

mandatory components in any reference collection, 

no such collection is complete without a broad array 

of forgeries, counterfeits, and other faked stamps. 

Many forgeries are so well executed that it is 

imperative to have both genuine and forged 

examples in order to authenticate a submitted stamp. 

Many of these forgeries are in great demand despite 

their inauthenticity. Sometimes these fakes are more 

valuable than the real stamps. 

The American Philatelic Expertizing Service has 

been the recipient of many donations from the 

members of our own Expert Committee. Lois Evans-

de Violini is one such member. She is a distinguished 

expert in Japanese philately. A few years after the 

founding of our Reference Collection, Lois donated 

a two-volume analysis of the early genuine and 

forged stamps of Japan. This very thoroughly 

documented study offers, for example, a rich group 

of early surcharges, and the forgeries designed for 

the philatelic marketplace. 

Overprints and surcharges in general are an area 

where forgeries are rampant. The old-time forgers 

were quite adept at faking overprints on genuine 

stamps as well as on stamps that themselves were 

forgeries. Modern forgers, using the latest computer 

technology, create even more insidious fakes. 

Have a look at the genuine 1871 Dragon stamp first 

issue of Japan (Scott 1) seen in Figure 6a. Shown are 

two stamps from Plates I and II. The denominations 

appear as black surcharges. Compare these with a 

forged version, Figure 6b. The appearance is close, 

but discernable with the naked eye. But without 

reference copies of both, the opportunity for 

erroneous identification increases. 

These particular forgeries are of some note, as they 

were produced by the Spiro brothers, notable 

German forgers active during the 1860s and 1870s.  

Continued on next page 
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It is thought that the Spiro brothers were not 

intending to fool philatelists but were instead 

intending to provide low-cost “space fillers” to 

collectors who could not afford the genuine stamps. 

Today, many Spiro forgeries are themselves certified 

as “genuine forgeries” and sell at auction for a 

premium above the genuine stamp. 

A note here about condition seems called for. The 

right-hand stamp in Figure 6a is clearly damaged 

and somewhat less than desirable for a personal 

stamp collection. As stamp collectors, we want to 

obtain the most pristine stamps we can find and 

afford. But that is not necessarily true for reference 

collections. The stamp must only be sufficiently 

intact and untarnished to allow for comparison with 

stamps submitted for expertizing. Beyond that, 

condition is not important. Indeed, buying damaged 

stamps is an economical way to build a reference 

collection that includes otherwise expensive materials. 

 

Figure 6a (left two). Genuine stamps from Plate I and II of Japan Scott 1; Figure 

6b (right). Forged example of Japan Scott 1. From Evans-de Violini donation. 

Documenting forgeries with analytical philately 

techniques 

 

Figure 7. This binder in the Reference Collection is the culmination of many 

years of study by Lyman Caswell, and contains a definitive study of Sgezed 

overprints. 

Lois Evans-de Violini’s reference of forged Japanese 

material required many years of study to assemble 

and document in the 1990s. Another approach to 

identifying forgeries was used by Lyman R. Caswell 

in his analysis of the Hungarian Szeged overprints 

originating after World War I. Caswell used two 

tools of analytical philately: reflectance spectroscopy 

and X-ray fluorescence spectra.  

The story is a complex one, and I can’t describe it 

here. Caswell’s article, “Evaluation of Forensic 

Methods for Overprint Analysis” appeared in the 

January–February 2012 issue of the Collectors Club 

Philatelist and can be viewed by APS members from 

APRL Digital webpage (aps.buzz/library, log in, and 

click Digital Library). 

What is relevant here is that Caswell produced a 

definitive analysis for differentiating among genuine 

and forged Szeged overprints. The stamps he used 

were organized into a binder of approximately 50 

pages, as exemplified by Figure 7. When his study 

was complete and his findings were published, 

Lyman Caswell donated his volume of study 

materials to the APEX Reference Collection. Any 

collector seeking to have Szeged overprints 

authenticated can turn to APEX to ensure that they 

receive an authoritative and reliable certificate. 

Forgeries vs Counterfeits 

 

Figure 8. The counterfeit pictured here represents an emerging area of 

philatelic study: computer-generated postage. 

Continued on next page 

https://aps.buzz/library
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There are many definitions used to distinguish between 

these two terms. The APEX definitions are pretty simple: 

forgeries target philatelists, counterfeits target postal 

authorities. In the reference collection, we have examples 

of both, although forgeries are represented much more 

frequently. 

Recently, we received an example of a contemporary 

counterfeit. These, however, were not postage stamps 

issued by the U.S. Post Office. Rather, they were attempts 

to imitate Computer-Generated postage of the type 

created by several websites. Famed stamp dealer and 

Expert Committee member Stanley M. Piller encountered 

these stamps, an example of which is seen in Figure 8. 

These fakes were created by scanning legitimately-

created CG postage and then simply reprinting them using 

laser printers. The fakes are very readily detected by 

postal scanning equipment because the 2-D barcodes are 

all duplicates. But the APS Reference Collection now has 

a defaced example for use during stamp authentication. 

The vital role of former Directors of Expertizing 

As stamp collectors, we all realize how challenging it is 

to organize our albums and keep up with new 

acquisitions. Just think about the effort involved in 

maintaining a collection the size of our Reference 

Collection! For this task, we are totally dependent on 

volunteers. 

Mercer Bristow, APEX’s longest-serving Director of 

Expertizing, may have thought he was retiring a few years 

ago. But he remains a weekly visitor to APEX. Mercer’s 

philatelic passion is working diligently to update the 

Reference Collection. Given the frequent arrival of 

philatelic donations to the Reference Collection, this is a 

herculean task. But maintaining a stamp collection that is 

worldwide in scope is a vital job. And no one is more 

qualified or more enthusiastic than our own Mercer 

Bristow! We remain deeply grateful for his continuing 

contributions to APEX and the Reference Collection. 

My own predecessor, Tom Horn, also volunteers. Tom 

has been a stamp collector for many decades, and he has 

a great interest in postal history. So, Tom is helping to 

organize and document the covers found in our Reference 

Collection. Catalog numbers help us keep our stamps 

organized, but it is not so easy with covers from many 

countries addressed in many languages. Tom has a 

daunting task and is off to a great start. The results of his 

efforts were most recently seen at the recent Civil War 

Symposium here at the American Philatelic Center, where 

Tom displayed many Civil War patriotic covers for the 

many Symposium visitors. 

How the Reference Collection can help APS members 

So why does APEX need its Reference Collection if the 

members of our Expert Committee already have their 

own? There are several reasons. I stated earlier that no 

stamp collection can ever be truly complete. This holds 

true for even the collections of our Expert Committee 

members. As a result, from time to time, APEX is called 

upon to use its own Reference Collection to supplement 

those of the experts. 

Expert Committee members sometimes bring sections of 

their own reference collections to the APS so they can 

compare their holdings with ours. While their specialized 

collections might be more complete than ours, we just 

might have that one elusive stamp that they are missing. 

Of course, this works both ways. Visiting experts 

regularly help us to better understand our own holdings. 

What’s in it for APS members? When you visit us here in 

Bellefonte, I encourage you to bring in some of your more 

challenging stamps and sets. We will gladly bring out the 

relevant albums for you to examine and compare against 

our holdings. While this is not the same as obtaining a 

certificate, it can help you to put your own collection into 

perspective. I suggest calling ahead to let us know you are 

coming. 

How APS members can help the Reference Collection 

Each month the member email newsletter contains a PDF 

of selections from the Reference Collection. On many 

pages scanned from a selected album, you will note that a 

few (or many) stamps are missing. If you have duplicates 

that can help fill those gaps, I encourage you to contribute 

those surplus stamps to the Reference Collection. 

One of the biggest challenges that faces the Reference 

Collection is identifying what material is located in which 

album or binder. We need to do a better job of detailing 

our holdings by location. 

This summer during Volunteer Work Week, we will be 

seeking two volunteers to work with the Reference 

Collection and help us document and organize our many 

albums.  Please consider volunteering. 
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Ordinary looking cover…to the lady 

who “danced herself to death”? 

By Patricia Kaufmann 

I bought a seemingly mundane cover recently, but as is 

often the case behind Confederate covers, it came with a 

fascinating story. It bears a Confederate 5¢ blue 

lithographed issue, Scott #4, tied with a Chattanooga, 

Tenn. cancel. It is addressed to “Miss Mollie S. Sewell, 

Tazewell, East. Tenn.” and therein lies the intriguing 

mystery. 

 

At historic Graham Springs, in Harrodsburg, Kentucky 

there is a curious grave marker in Young Park for an 

unknown young woman who “danced herself to death”. 

As early as 1807, springs in this area were used as a spa. 

In 1827, Dr. Christopher C. Graham purchased the 

springs. The main hotel for Graham Springs was a brick 

four-story building that Graham declared could 

accommodate a thousand patrons. The resort became 

“the” place to go for rich plantation owners from the deep 

South. Not only did guests partake of the supposedly 

healing waters, they also joined in a lively social season 

that lasted from June until September. Balls and 

entertainments amused the guests while they drank the 

mineral waters. 

In Graham Springs, there is an old monument describing 

the unidentified woman buried there who dropped dead 

on the ballroom dance floor in the merriment of one of the 

nightly social functions. The crowd that gathered around 

the beautiful lady was amazed to discover that no one 

knew her identity, even her escort. All that was known 

was that she was from the South, as she had signed the 

guest register with a fictitious name. 

Around the turn of the century, the mystery was 

purportedly solved by a chance conversation. Joseph 

Adams happened to mention the mysterious lady to James 

Rupp of Lexington, Kentucky, who had lived in Tazewell, 

Tennessee as a young boy. Joseph Sewell, then about 40 

years old, told Rupp that his wife “danced herself to death 

at Harrodsburg”. Her maiden name was Molly Black and 

she was Sewell’s second wife. Apparently, the Sewells 

were estranged at the time of her mysterious death and he 

was on the road in the spirit of wanderlust; some said he 

was in search of other female companionship as he was 

known as a ladies man. 

According to an early 1900s newspaper clipping in the 

Harrodsburg Historical Society library, the mystery lady 

died before the Civil War, Lending a good amount of 

credence to this is the fact that Graham sold his spa in 

May of 1853 for $100,000 to the United States 

government for use as an asylum for aged and invalid 

soldiers. The beautiful hotel burned on May 30, 1856, 

thus ending the last vestige of Graham Springs. 

That coupled with the Confederate cover pictured here 

puts the mystery of “the lady who danced herself to death” 

back in the unsolved category. Did the Mollie Sewell who 

was addressed on this cover live during or on past the 

Civil War, liminating occupation. In 1880, there was a 45 

year old Joseph W. (different middle initial) Sewell (right 

age progression) listed as a lawyer in Tazewell. There was 

also a wife, Nancy, who was 24 years old. Thus, the 

mystery remains, as dates, ages and names don’t seem to 

mesh, even if Mary was known as Mollie. 

In a thread on the Tennessee Genealogy & History 

Queries website, various contributors had found reports 

that the lady died in the 1840s, the 1850s and even the 

1890s (long after the hotel was burned to the ground). 

There are also reports of a ghost of the young lady, 

sometimes called “the beautiful unknown”, an apparition 

who dances in the park. In a 1971 copyrighted book by 

Kathryn Tucker Windham, Jefferey Introduces 13 More 

Southern Ghosts, the grave is described as being 125 

years old. That puts it into the 1840s time frame. 

Usually, the addresses on covers that have illicit 

background stories are to men with military addresses, as 

they have the easiest background records to ferret out. The 

background story behind this cover is unusual in that it 

revolves around a woman who may forever remain in 

anonymity. This type of delightful mystery is one of the 

many especially intriguing lures of Confederate postal 

history. 
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Mirror, Mirror on the Wall 

By Ron Lesher 

A number of philatelists were recently invited to 

participate in a survey to select the 100 greatest U.S. 

stamps. The outcome that is promised is a coffee table 

book to promote the hobby we love so dearly, a goal to be 

embraced and encourged. 

One is reminded of one who looked into a mirror and 

asked “Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who is the greatest one 

of all?” Okay, I’ve changed one of the words. If this were 

the sport of boxing we all would know the answer as to 

who is the greatest. His marketing machine told us. Now 

we are to hold up U.S. stamps in front of the mirror and 

ask the same question. 

 

 

I eagerly perused the “short” list of 149 and was 

disappointed to find only six revenue stamps. One could 

hardly argue about the inclusion of the $500 Persian Rug, 

(Scott R133). The stamp is visually stunning and the use 

of 10 of these stamps on a mortgage of the Morris & Essex 

Railroad probably puts it into the category of historically 

interesting and, arguably, important. 

On the surface, the inclusion of a stamp from the 

embossed revenue stamped paper section, such as RM18 

(this is not an embossed stamp!), seems logical on the 

grounds that this is one of the stamps intended to be used 

on pamphlets and newspapers under the British Stamp 

Act, one of the measures that is attributed to be a cause of 

the American Revolution. In fact this stamp’s use is not 

documented in the geographical boundaries of the present 

day United States. 

Because of the anger that spread in the thirteen colonies 

that would become the United States, it is highly unlikely 

that it ever, a goal to be embraced and encouraged saw 

use in the United States. But one can argue that its 

inclusion in the short list of candidates is merited on the 

grounds of historical importance. The Joyce collection 

contained two unused examples and two proofs that were 

made more than one hundred years after this stamp’s use. 

If this stamp is selected among the top 100 greatest, it will 

be interesting to see if the authors can find an example 

that was actually used for their illustration. 

Two Two items that were included in the short list are 

curious selections. The first of these is the 1959 Hunting 

Permit stamp. Why was this stamp included on the short 

list? It is the first of the $3 face stamps and the first 

multicolored stamp in the series. But isn’t the first of the 

well known duck stamps greater? “Ding” Darling 

was so central to the initiation of the duck stamp program 

to raise funds for conservation. 

 

The first of these stamps is so closely associated with him 

that I think most philatelists would argue that the first of 

the duck stamps (Scott RW1) is the greatest.  

Continued on next page 
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The second revenue stamp on the short list that seems 

questionable is the William E. Clark private die 

proprietary medicine stamp (Scott RS56). This is one of 

the two stamps issued for this same firm. It previously had 

been selected to illustrate the passage of Pure Food and 

Drug Act (1906) in the series of Celebrate the Century 

Series (Scott 3182f). Even the selection of this stamp for 

that series seems curious. 

The original stamp (RS56) was the second stamp ordered 

by the William E. Clark firm for use on Hunt’s Remedy, 

but the firm faded from existence about a year after the 

stamp was issued. Although the remedy made outlandish 

claims for cures, it almost certainly was no longer being 

produced by the time that the Pure Food and Drug Act 

was passed into law. There are other products that were 

more the target of the legislation that would have been 

better choices. Any of a number of them that included 

heroin or opium among their ingredients would seem a 

more appropriate choice for the postage stamp. Many of 

the private die stamps are visually stunning; many are 

more historically significant; several have interesting 

philatelic histories; some are immediately recognizable to 

those outside the hobby. 

If one were to define “greatest” in the context of U. S. 

stamps it would seem that four criteria should be included, 

the four criteria mentioned in my critique of the William 

E. Clark private die stamp. Using these criteria let us 

consider a few other revenue stamps that might have been 

included in the short list for greatest. 

 

First up is the first of the denominated revenue stamps 

used by the United States, RM400. It is an embossed 

stamp with a face value of $5, the annual tax imposed on 

retailers of foreign distilled spirits and wines. This tax was 

proposed by Alexander Hamilton in the face of the 

Whiskey Rebellion and became effective September 

30, 1794. In exchange for reducing the rate of tax on 

domestic distilled spirits (to which the farmers in western 

Pennsylvania objected), the burden was shifted to the 

retailers of foreign products. The die for the embossed 

seal was created by Francis Bailey, the man who was the 

printer of many documents for the Continental Congress. 

This stamp merits consideration on historical grounds and 

its status as the first denominated revenue stamp issued 

and used by the United States. 

 

A second stamp from the embossed revenue stamped 

paper section that might have been included is RM362. 

Like the one item selected from the embossed revenue 

category (RM18) this stamp too actually is not an 

embossed stamp. And curiously, it was issued by a state, 

not the federal government. Maryland issued the stamp 

for circulating currency not issued by banks that the 

Maryland legislature had not chartered. 

Only one bank would have been affected, the Baltimore 

Branch of the Bank of the United States, which had been 

granted its charter by the Congress.  

 

Continued on next page 
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The state law was challenged by the bank and in an 1819 

landmark decision the law was struck down by the U.S. 

Supreme Court, led by John Marshall. So the stamp was 

never used, but only this one denomination has survived 

in philatelic hands, a reminder of one of the series of 

andmark decisions of the Marshall court that defined the 

powers of the federal government. 

 

 

There are many revenue stamps that have interesting 

stories regarding their origins. Perhaps the most colorful 

story is the first third barrel stamp in 1867 Scott No. 

REA10). Beer stamps were first issued in 1866, the first 

stamps printed by the Note Printing Division of the 

Treasury Department, an office that a few laters would be 

renamed the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The law 

specified that stamps should be issued for the following 

six sizes of containers: eighth, sixth, quarter, half barrel, 

one barrel (31 gallons), and 1 hogshead (62 gallons). 

The western brewers knew that mules could carry two 

third barrels, slung over the back of the animal, one on 

each side. Wishing to get as much beer up to the high 

Sierras as possible, the brewers petitioned the Bureau of 

Internal Revenue to add the third barrel to the list of 

permissible sizes. The third barrel stamp was added in 

1867, a size that was continued to be printed in every 

series of beer stamps except the final Series of 1947, long 

after mules had been abandoned as the primary means of 

transporting beer up to the high Sierras to quench the 

thirst of the residents there. 

 

 

The LLL error on the $1.60 4/5 denomination wine stamp, 

one of the Series of 1941 stamps first issued for the tax 

increases in 1951, is a well-known story to many stamp 

collectors, even if they do not collect revenue stamps. 

Stamp collectors began to find 

these wine stamps with the word DOLLAR spelled with 

three L’s, DOLLLAR (Scott RE196a). The well known 

Philadelphia dealer, Phillip Ward, wrote to the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing to inquire if they had printed these 

stamps or whether they were counterfeits. The response 

was a masterful bit of bureaucratese. BEP’s search did not 

turn up the plate with the LLL, but they could not 

demonstrate that they had not  printed the stamps. So they 

admitted that they could neither prove that they were 

counterfeits nor that they had definitely printed the 

stamps. The most likely explanation is that a BEP 

employee had discovered the error and had destroyed 

the incriminating evidence. In a curious twist about forty 

years later the U. S. Scott Specialized listing for the LLL 

error, corrected the misspelling in the description of this 

variety, a triumph(?) for the spell checker feature of word 

processing programs. Too bad BEP did not have that 

capability in 1951! 

__________________________________________ 
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#7 - Scott 121   1869 30 cent Pictorial 

 

#6 - Scott 292   1898 1 dollar Trans-Mississippi 

 

#5 - Scott 122   1869 90 cent Pictorial 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)  

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                    

Web Site: www.thepostcard.com                                                         

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                     

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                  

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder 

and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies)                                         
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