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2020 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti …………   408 723 0122 

 

Secretary 

*Stan Flowerdew …………..  408 378 5550 

sflowerdew@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster/Newsletter 

*Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net   

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2020 Canceled 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Andy Hilton ……….……... 408 377 1442 

papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Awards Chairman 

Open 

 

 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

Managing during the Quarantine 

We have been in quarantine for 3 months.  The last physical meeting the 

club had was March 4, which included a nice presentation by Peter 

Adams about EFO’s.  There were no meetings in April or May.  What are 

some of the changes that have been implemented to keep the club 

functioning during the forced quarantine.  If you have any ideas, speak 

up.  Everybody’s input is appreciated.        

Brian has done an excellent job keeping in touch with members.  He call 

members on a regular basis, checking to make sure everybody is OK and 

getting input on various ideas he is thinking about to help the club get 

thru this quarantine.  While we may not be able to meet in person it is 

still important to get input from all the members.  It is after all a social 

club first and a stamp club second. 

To replace physical meetings the club has gotten a 1 year subscription for 

ZOOM.  This is to be able to host a meeting.  The client software which 

is what is required to sign in to a meeting is free.  If you have a computer 

with a webcam and microphone you are set.  The software downloads 

and installs in a few minutes.  Almost all laptops come standard with a 

webcam and microphone.  If your laptop is too old or you use a desktop 

you can buy a webcam with a built in microphone for 20-40 dollars that 

will work just fine.  If anybody is intimidated by the process, call me.  I’ll 

be glad to meet with you and help get things setup. You can also connect 

using a smartphone, which probably requires installing the Zoom app on 

your phone.  We have several people using their smart phones and it 

works just fine.  Finally, you can call in using a standard phone.  You will 

be able to hear everything and also offer input.  There is no reason not to 

participate in the meetings. Let’s get that participation level up where it 

belongs. 

Dealers are suffering very badly do to the cancellation of so many 

philatelic events.  Brian has contacted all our regular Filatelic Fiesta 

dealers and offered to host an information page with contact 

information, their areas of expertise and any special services they offer 

on the club website.  All the club member/dealers are on the website 

along with any dealer who has sent in the information they want posted.  

Philately cannot survive without the dealers.  If you know of any 

dealers that might benefit from having the information posted on the 

club website, let me know.  I’m thinking that I’ll keep this information 

on the website after the quarantine is over.  It is a handy reference and 

continues to make the club website a go to source for Bay Area 

philately. 

 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
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mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
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Presidents Message 

Moving Forward: With our regular in-person 

meetings on hold for several more months and our 

big show being cancelled, we can either fall apart or 

make the effort to be sustain each other and be ready 

to move ahead as soon as the pandemic clears. 

I hope we all agree on pulling together and being 

ready to move forward. First and foremost, I’d like 

to see more of us connect during on-line meetings. 

So far, attendance has been very poor and we will fall 

apart if that doesn’t change. 

It isn’t that difficult to join a Zoom conference. If 

want help, call me or talk to your favorite computer 

geek. Even if your computer doesn’t have a webcam, 

you can still connect and see everyone else and the 

program but we just won’t be able to see you. Please 

don’t be intimated about trying to join. It really isn’t 

that hard. If you call me a day or two ahead, I can 

talk you through it and do trial run. All I ask is you 

understand how badly I need a haircut!  We can all 

contribute to meetings and our programs. Even if you 

don’t, please connect.  

It is my goal that when the pandemic lifts that we can 

work with the SJ Library to get our meetings listed 

in the program guide they publish across the city. I 

believe this has the potential to be a gold mine of 

growth.  We should think about hosting some kind of 

activity to encourage new people to check out stamp 

collecting. This is something we should start 

working on now so we’re ready when library re-

opens. Please share any ideas you have. 

Teamwork: Another way we can grow and develop 

as a club is create partnerships with other local clubs. 

I’d like to explore how we can accomplish mutual 

goals with a closer relationship with other stamp and 

postcard clubs in the area. Since we all want the same 

things, why not work together towards them? 

Dealer Support: The pandemic is hitting our 

professional dealers HARD. Jim Steinwinder has 

added a dealer section to our website. All club 

member dealers have a page.  I’d like to explore how 

we can support them getting through 2020 and help 

making 2021 a rip-roaring year for them. My thought 

was to put together a mailing to send just before the 

scheduled date for Fiesta that would a) confirm 2020 

is cancelled and the dates for 2021 and announce the 

shows and any news the dealers want to share. If the 

club and dealers share the costs, we could do a wide 

mailing on a budget that is affordable to everyone. It 

would announce all the upcoming shows.  

Club Inventory: Reminder, our donations are getting 

turned into a useful set of boxes any of you can 

search for stamps to add to your collection. If you’d 

like to look through them, contact me and I can set-

up a time to come to my home check them out. 

Naturally, we’ll maintain proper safety protocols.  

Stay safe and please stay in touch, 

Brian 
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The very first appearance of Abraham Lincoln on (revenue) stamps  

By Ron Lesher 

For those of my generation the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963 was a life-defining event. 

Every one of us can tell you where we were when we first heard the news. In 1865 the assassination of President 

Abraham Lincoln was an equally life-defining event. The impact was immediate and pervasive in the lives of the 

generation of who were alive in 1865. So it is fitting that as we celebrate the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth that 

we look at the philatelic impact of Lincoln and especially at the almost immediate use of the Lincoln portrait on 

revenue stamps. 

Since the publication of Turner’s (1974) monumental Essays and Proofs of United States Internal Revenue Stamps 

we have known that the five cent Type P design for revenue stamped paper was approved on May 31, 1865, just 

46 days after the death of Lincoln. The American Phototype Company had just obtained the contract to imprint 

revenues on various kinds of documents and the first deliveries were actually made during June, 1865. Although 

the delivery records show that two other designs also included the portrait of Lincoln, the ten cent, Type R, and 

the 50 cent, Type V, we know much more about the June, 1865 delivery of the five cent imprinted revenues, so 

this article will confine itself to Type P and the instruments which received five cent imprints. 

 

From the American Phototype Archive (Czech, 2003) we know that the five cent design (Scott Specialized Type 

P) was used to imprint certificates of deposit for the American Exchange National Bank and that these certificates 

of deposit were delivered during June, 1865. Not only was the stamp imprinted by the American Phototype 

Company, the whole certificate of deposit was printed by the company, attested to by the printer’s identification 

in the lower center. The relationship of both the printer and the bank is easily inferred from their close 

geographical proximity in New York City and the identity of some of the individuals in the leadership in the two 

institutions. 

Continued on next page 
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The American Exchange National Bank was at 128-130 Broadway, just around the corner from American 

Phototype (at 87 Cedar St.) in lower Manhattan. The President of American Phototype, William A. Booth, was 

formerly the President of the American Exchange National Bank. The current President of the bank was George 

S. Coe; William P. Coe was Treasurer of the American Phototype Company. While we do not know unequivocally 

the relationship between the two Coes, there is the suggestion that they were brothers. 

 

One should note further that the color of imprinted stamp on the first delivery of certificates of deposit was red, a 

color favored on many of the early imprints of the American Phototype Company. One sees this again on the 

scrip certificates of the Panama Rail Road scrip certificates that are dated October 5, 1865. 

The scrip certificates were a way of marketing and increasing broader interest in ownership of the railroad. 

Smaller amounts could be used to purchase these scrip certificates, which could be traded for regular shares in 

increments of $100. Beyond the scrip certificates there are the stock certificates, which are known with two 

different shades of the imprinted RN-T4 and two different shades of RN-U1 imprinted. There are also a number 

of checks with imprinted revenues. Together they make a few nice pages in one’s album under the heading of the 

Panama Rail Road. 

 

Continued on next page 
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Before long, the American Phototype Company abandoned the use of red and settled on orange imprints. One of 

the more interesting uses of the five cent imprinted stamp with Lincoln’s portrait is on a stock drover’s pass. This 

was issued to an individual (the drover!) who rode on a train accompanying his livestock to market. There must 

have been a significant demand for such passes as the Erie Railway, not only had preprinted forms, but also had 

them imprinted with the five cent stamp. Very few drover’s passes have survived and those which have survived 

show damage from being carried in the pocket of the stock drover. The five cent stamp is paying the tax on 

certificates. 

 

Another use of the five cent stamp was on agreements. The next example is also from the Erie Railway, but is on 

a contract or agreement for the transportation of five bushels of apples. They were offering the shipper a reduced 

rate for transporting the apples from Warsaw, Illinois to Delavan, Wisconsin in exchange for a release from 

liability for the safe transportation of the apples. Again, these and similar kinds of agreements have not survived 

in any significant number.  

Continued on next page 
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The five cent stamp saw widespread usage paying a great variety of taxes. The above shows the use of the 

imprinted stamp on a casualty insurance policy for the safe passage of a cargo of coal being shipped from 

Newburgh on the Hudson River to Buffalo at the far end of the Erie Canal. 

 

The American Phototype Company used two other colors for imprinting the five cent stamps, brown and green. 

Perhaps the more interesting of the two is the use of green. The American Phototype Company imprinted stamps 

on the bonds of the Dubuque and Sioux City Railroad Company. Upon discovering that they had imprinted the 

wrong denomination on the bonds, they overprinted two new stamps in green, obliterating the improperly applied 

higher denomination stamps. Shown are both the five cent Type P and the fifty cent Type V in green over the 

orange $1 stamp Type Won a $1000 bond of the railroad. 

There is much more that one could explore in the wide variety of the use of this five cent imprinted stamp, the  

first U.S. stamp bearing the portrait of the martyred President Abraham Lincoln. This stamp saw use June, 1865 

until the end of 1871, a brief six and a half years. 
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Jeopardy: US Stamps Category 

Submitted by Brian Jones.  On March 25, 2020, the 

gameshow Jeopardy had a category in the first round 

titled “American Stamps”.   See how well you can 

do.  Answers on last page of Newsletter. 

 

1. In the 1930’s this landmark was seen erupting 

on this 5 cent stamp. 

 

 

2. The Great Lake Lighthouses stamp issue in 1995 

included New York’s 30 Mile Point Lighthouse 

on the smallest Great Lake.  

 

3. Issued in 2008, the stamp shown celebrated this 

state’s 200th anniversary. 

  

 

 

4. 2019’s Scenic River series includes Oregon’s 

Deshutes River which flows north before 

emptying into this mighty waterway. 

 

5. In 1999 this sheet of stamps celebrated the 

nature in this large desert in Mexico and 

Southwestern US.  
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The Bottom of the Box 

By Brian Jones 

This is the first installment of a new feature I hope to contribute on a regular basis to our newsletter.  

For many years I’ve been doing youth stamp programs and the club has been the beneficiary of generous 

donations. Donations contain a wide variety of stamps from all over the world and in different formats. 

Donation boxes often have an album, supplies, and small envelopes of loose stamps. The fun is when you 

get to the bottom. 

Often, the most interesting items are at the very bottom of the box. We stamp collectors tend to be savers of 

stuff. The most common item to find on the bottom is an old bag of hinges and the stickers of national flags 

supplied with some youth albums.  

Occasionally, something really curious shows up. We’ll explore that as often as I can make the time to write. 

To lead off this column, I’m writing up the most intriguing item this month: three very nice collectables of 

Annabelle Lee, a pitcher in the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL). For many of 

us, we know about the women’s professional league from watching the movie “A League of Their Own” 

(Annabelle said this move is 70% accurate). Included was an 8 ½” x 9” black and white publicity photo; a 5” 

x 7” promotion color card; and a baseball card. All three items have been personally autographed. Annabelle 

was an extremely accomplished player during her career.  She threw a perfect game in 1944 and a no-hitter 

in 1945. The league was managed centrally with players being moved around as needed (vastly different 

from how the men’s league is run). Baseball was central in the Lee family, and her nephew, Bill “Spaceman” 

Lee, pitched for the Boston Red Sox. 

To learn more about Annabelle Lee, you can read the Wikipedia page about her at: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annabelle_Lee.  

It isn’t known how or why such terrific sports collectables ended up in box with a stamp collection. I just 

know I enjoyed finding this and looking up information about Annabelle. If anybody else has found 

something interesting at the bottom of a collection you acquired, you are encouraged to contribute to this 

column. To close, I feel compelled to misquote Tom Hank’s character, “There’s NO crying in stamp 

collecting.” 

Brian 

Continued on next page 

about:blank
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      * * * Above article submitted by Jim Sauer * * * 
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American Philatelic Society Announces Reorganization 

6/19/2020 

The American Philatelic Society today announced a reorganization in three areas: Editorial, Membership, and Expertizing. 

The changes result from new and expanded services instituted during the COVID-19 pandemic to help members and 

collectors sheltered in place. 

“Change has come quickly to the hobby. We’ve responded by offering new services and new traditions,” said APS Executive 

Director Scott English, “Content development has been critical to serving our fellow members and recruiting new ones. We 

have to realign to sustain and grow with the demand.” 

Effective July 1, 2020, the following changes will occur: 

Membership: Tom Loebig, Chief Content Officer, will become Director of Membership. Heidi Lauckhart-Rhoades, 

Content Marketing Specialist, will become Communities and Grassroots Specialist.  The office will manage Member 

Administration, Membership Marketing, Web Content, Social Media, Ambassadors Program, and Shows.  

Expertizing: Ken Martin, Chief Membership Officer, will take over as Director of Expertizing.  The office manages the 

American Philatelic Expertizing Service, the Reference Collection, and the Estate Advisory Service. 

Editorial: Gary Loew, Director of Expertizing, will serve as Editor-in-Chief, Susanna Mills, Content Manager, will become 

Associate Editor, and Chad Cowder, who joined the APS in April, will continue as Graphic Designer.  The office will 

produce The American Philatelist, the monthly journal of the APS, Philatelic Literature Review, the quarterly journal of the 

American Philatelic Research Library, and APS publications. 

 

From left: Tom Loebig, New Director of Membership; Ken Martin, New Director of Expertizing; and Gary Loew, 

New Editor-in-Chief. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic affecting all aspects of the hobby, the APS responded, bringing new content to the website 

daily. Also, the APS is rolling out video content on the YouTube page, producing daily Stamp Chats that connect collectors 

all over the world, providing Summer Seminar Online, increasing newsletter communication to members, and more. 

"The pandemic has not slowed philately down, and our long-time members are adapting to the digital world with us," 

English added, "Our collecting community has proven to be innovative, dynamic, and welcoming in these challenging times. 

It’s our mission to share this great story with as many people as possible.” 
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America’s 100 Greatest Stamps 

 

#4 - Scott 245   1893 5$ Columbian 

 

#3 - Scott C3a   1918 24 cent Invert 

 

#2 - Scott 2   1847 10 cent Washington 

__________________________________________ 

1-Old Faithful   2-Lake Ontario   3-Illinois   4-Columbia River         

5-Sonoran Desert 

Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics                                                                     

P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                   

Phone: (408) 238-0893 Fax: (408) 238-2539                   

Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                  

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps                                                               

P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                               

Phone: (408) 323-8702 Fax: 408) 323-8702                      

Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                            

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                  

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary                                                                        

P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                

Phone: (408) 274-3939                                                      

Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                        

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, 

Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist                                                                

PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                

Phone: (650) 387-3885 Fax: (650) 561-4044                    

Email: info@stampbay.com                                               

(India)  

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                    

Web Site: www.thepostcard.com                                                         

Email: wrsky@att.net                                                  

(philatelic material, covers, postcards)   

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co.                                                               

PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100                                                      

Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                     

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                  

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder 

and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies)                                         

mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
http://www.asiaphilatelics.com/
mailto:rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eurasiastamps.com/
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:info@stampbay.com
http://www.thepostcard.com/
mailto:wrsky@att.net
mailto:garyucb@aol.com
http://www.ebay.com/

