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2020 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti …………   408 723 0122 

 

Secretary 

*Stan Flowerdew …………..  408 378 5550 

sflowerdew@earthlink.net 

 

Treasurer/Webmaster/Newsletter 

*Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net   

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2020 Canceled 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Andy Hilton ……….……... 408 377 1442 

papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Awards Chairman 

Open 

 

 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

 

Stamp theft reported in California 

11/11/2020 

The APS Stamp Theft committee is alerting the collecting community about a 

theft in Walnut Creek, CA. 

 

Merle E. Spencer reported a theft that occurred on Thursday, November 5 

between 4:30 pm – 6:00 pm. from his store at 2678 N. Main St., Suites 1 & 2, 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597.  

  

The items stolen were the three most expensive plastic binders of his material. 

Each of the three binders was about one inch thick and included 20-23 Hagner 

pages.  

  

The most valuable volume, approximately $150,000, consisted of United 

States material. A second volume was of Great Britain material beginning 

from number 1. The third volume was his second volume of British 

Commonwealth covering Hong Kong to Z.  

  

Mr. Spencer has colored photocopies of most of the U.S. items stolen. 

  

Officer Villa of the Walnut Creek Police Department took the report of the 

theft. The report number is 2027-743. 

  

Should you come in contact with any of this material, please contact: 

 Your local police department 

 The Walnut Creek Police Department at 925-943-5844 

 Mr. Spencer at 925-944-9111 

 he APS Stamp Theft Committee at stamptheft@stamps.org 

 

 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
mailto:stamptheft@stamps.org
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Presidents Message 

Most of you know that I’m a Scout leader. Our 

motto is “Be Prepared”.  I mention this as I’d 

like us to take the challenge to be prepared for 

getting back to “normal” (whatever that is).  

I believe our #1 priority should be club member 

growth. Now that we meet in the San Jose 

library, we have access to getting into their 

calendar of community events. Library patrons 

are a wonderful group for us to target to become 

new collectors and club members. We can host 

presentations at different branches on the fun, 

why, and how to get started collecting stamps. 

The club can also make presentations at other 

places, but the library makes a great place to get 

started. We can also do presentations in 

branches of the Santa Clara County Library 

system. Local senior centers are a possibility for 

recruiting.  

Our club inventory of inexpensive stamps can 

be a terrific reason to join the club. As we 

organize the donated stamps, we offer these at 

low prices to give new collectors a way to get 

started. Secondly, I trust us experienced 

members will help mentor beginners. Access to 

our other resources in combination make a 

compelling reason to be a new club member.  

To be prepared for recruiting new members we 

need to accomplish the following:  

1) Create a presentation to give at the 

library 

2) Write a short but compelling appeal to 

attend presentation 

3) Continue to develop donations into 

useable inventory 

4) Develop an itinerary of club activities for 

2021 

This will be a big success if we work together 

as a club. It won’t happen if everyone expects 

me to do everything.  

Last month I asked for your input on our club’s 

future and got zero inputs. Nevertheless, I’d still 

like to ask again for you to speak up.  

Stay safe and please make an effort to join our 

Zoom meetings, 

Brian 
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Holiday 2020: USPS to release "Winter Scenes" 

10/14/2020 

The United States Postal Service will release the 10  "Winter Scenes" Forever stamps on October 16, 2020 during 

a virtual ceremony. 

From the USPS: 

In the United States, winter officially begins on Dec. 21 or 22. But in some parts of the country, the snow begins 

falling and the temperatures plummet long before the solstice. Winter is not only a season but also a state of mind. 

With Winter Scenes, the 10 photographs featured on the stamps showcase the special allure of winter with iconic 

scenes from the Northern United States. The stamps are being issued as Forever stamps in booklets of 20. 

Art director Derry Noyes designed the stamps with existing images taken by various 

photographers. 

News of these Forever stamps is being shared with the hashtag 

#WinterScenesStamps.    

The virtual ceremony will take place on Friday, October 16, 2020 at 11am EDT. 

USPS Delivery Operations Vice President Joshua Colin will serve as dedicating 

official. The virtual stamp event will be posted on the Postal Service’s Facebook and Twitter pages. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/USPS
https://twitter.com/usps
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Holiday 2020: New USPS Religious Christmas Stamp on sale 

 A new Christmas stamp is now available through the U.S. Postal Service. 

From the USPS: 

The USPS issued the Our Lady of Guápulo stamp today. This Forever stamp was dedicated in a virtual ceremony 

and is now being sold at Post Office locations nationwide and online. 

USPS dedicating official Angela Curtis, vice president, Retail and Post Office Operations. was joined for the 

ceremony by Tey Marianna Nunn, director and chief curator of the Art Museum and Visual Arts Program, 

National Hispanic Cultural Center.  

The painting “Our Lady of Guápulo” was created in the 18th century by an unknown artist in Cuzco, Peru, the 

former capital of the Inca Empire. Historians characterize the artists at this time as members of the Cuzco school. 

Between the 16th and 18th centuries, European painters worked with indigenous artists in and around Cuzco. The 

Europeans trained local artists in styles and forms that dominated European countries at the end of the Renaissance 

period and during the Baroque era. 

“Our Lady of Guápulo” reflects a local variant of the Virgin of Guadalupe in Extremadura, Spain. The figure 

venerated as Our Lady of Guápulo originated as a sculpture, commissioned in Quito, Ecuador, in 1584 and 

transferred to a chapel in the nearby village of Guápulo in 1587. Closely resembling the Spanish holy image from 

which she originated, the statue was credited with many miracles. Represented by many artists since then, she is 

often portrayed dressed in an ornate, pyramidal robe fastened with a rosary, holding a flowered scepter in one 

hand and the Christ Child in the other. 

Art Director Greg Breeding designed the stamp. 

https://stamps.org/desktopmodules/tosic_sexycontent/dist/dnn/usps.com/guapulostamp
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.Postage rate increases proposed for 2021 

The price of a First-Class Forever stamp will remain at 55 cents, but the United States Postal Service wants to 

increase some other rates in January 2021. 

The filing with the Postal Regulatory Commission would raise Mailing Services product prices approximately 

1.8 percent for First-Class Mail and 1.5 percent for other categories. 

The proposed prices, as approved by the Postal Service Board of Governors: 

 Current Prices Planned Prices 

Letters additional ounce(s) 15 cents 20 cents 

Letters (metered 1 oz.) 50 cents 51 cents 

Domestic Postcards 35 cents 36 cents 

Letters (1 oz.) 55 cents 55 cents (no change) 

Flats (1 oz.) $1 $1 (no change) 

 If approved, the price changes would take effect on Jan. 24, 2021. 

The  Postal Service price filings with prices for all products can be found on the PRC site under the Daily 

Listings section. For the Mailing Services filing, see Docket No. R2021-1. International Shipping Service 

changes were also filed, see Docket No. CP2021-15. 

The price change tables are also available on the Postal Service's Postal Explorer website. 

 

http://www.usps.com/
https://www.prc.gov/
https://www.prc.gov/
https://www.prc.gov/
https://pe.usps.com/
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The Bottom of the Box: The Cigar Box 

By our nature as collectors, we save stuff. Naturally, we safe this stuff in whatever is convenient to us. Therefore, 

a nicely made box with an easy to open lid – like a cigar box can find many uses. While smoking a big “stogie” 

is somewhat rare today, they were immensely popular for much of the 19th & 20th Centuries. Over the years, the 

SJSC has been blessed to receive a variety of donations and some of these have included cigar boxes. 

A well made cigar box is perfect for keeping your collecting tools like a pair of tongs, hinges, mounts, magnifier, 

and watermark tray. Perhaps if one has a lot of extra or duplicate stamps from one country, a cigar box is a nice 

resource to keep them. 

In the mid to late 1800’s, cigar smoking was growing explosively. The US government decided to lay out a set 

of strict rules including the mandate to package them in boxes. The rules were amended every few years to limit 

the size of boxes and what materials could be used. For example, initially only glass and wood was allowed. Other 

materials where allowed over the years with boxes being made from cardboard, plastic, metal such as aluminum 

and brass, ceramics, leather, and combinations. 1 

Inquiring minds will wonder what cigars shipped in before the regulation that they be put in boxes. It grossed out 

this writer to learn they where shipped in pig bladders with a pod of vanilla to improve the smell. Yuck! Later, 

cigars where shipped to Europe in large chests with as many as 10,000.2 Hence the need for regulation! 

The finest boxes are made of a variety of woods. These typically had metal hinges and are the most desirable to 

save and re-use. More typically, the boxes where made of high-density cardboard and the lid is hinged along the 

long edge with a paper hinge. The box decoration tells you a lot about how the company wants the consumer to 

perceive the product.  Many boxes are sealed with a tobacco tax stamp which are of natural interest. Sadly, the 

ones still attached to the box are split in half and often in bad condition. 

The boxes included in stamp donations to the club are all mid-20th Century and all different. It is also curious that 

each box arrived with different stamp material inside. The lithography is interesting as each attempts to reach 

their target demographic. It is assumed that the shelf in the store displays the inside of the lid as this is often the 

most interesting graphics – a compelling image to the brand or perhaps a pretty woman. 

Cigar boxes are fun to find in a stamp donation and it’s always interesting philatelic archaeology to see what one 

will discover. It is probably a safe bet that many people who have been collecting for over 30 years have at least 

one cigar box on their stamp table. 

References: 

1. Famous-Smoke.com 5 Things you need 2 know about cigar boxes! 

2. Cigarsoftare.com: Cigar Box 
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Postage Stamps History 

The first ever postage stamps in the world were introduced in May 1840, the Penny Black. This may essentially 

be what you call a glimpse of postage stamps history. You may be curious -- how did people send and receive 

mail before this time period, and what made them think of using postage stamps instead? 

The Time before the Use of the Envelope and the Postage Stamp 

Since the 1840s, postage stamps have assisted in the delivery of letters and mail. Before the existence of postage 

stamps, ink and hand-stamps (thus the word -- stamp) which were made from cork or wood were used. The ink 

and hand-stamps were used to frank the mail and verify the payment of postage. Regardless of how primitive or 

elaborate the different systems of sending messages in the early days were, they were sent without the presence 

of a postage stamp. 

When the postal service first operated, envelopes and stamps did not exist yet. Truth is, people do not like to use 

envelopes because they were deemed as an extra sheet of paper that actually makes the overall cost of sending 

mail more expensive. If you are going to send a letter, you only have to fold the paper and seal it shut. Then, the 

person who will receive your letter will be the one to pay for the delivery fees. Because the fees back then were 

extremely high, a lot of people tend to decline accepting letters. Some people even thought of writing secret codes 

to cheat the postal services. On the outside of the letter, they would write secret marks that shows the message 

and all the recipient had to do was read the secret message, decline to accept the letter, and so they do not have to 

pay anything for it. Because of this, postal services have resorted to a system wherein postage has to be paid first, 

and this time, the sender would be the one to pay for all postage fees -- thus the start of our postage stamps history. 

 

Rowland Hill and the Post Office Reform 

 

In 1835, Rowland Hill (an English teacher, inventor and social reformer) 

campaigned for a widespread postal office reform. His advocacy paved the way 

for the approval of the Uniform Penny Post -- postage rates were based on 

weight rather than the size of the mail. In 1837, Rowland Hill invented the first 

adhesive postage stamp -- the beginning of postage stamps history -- in which 

he was knighted for it. The Penny Black, the ultimate piece in postage stamps 

history, was issued in 1840 in England. The issuance of postage stamps made 

the pre-payment of letters and mail possible, practical, and cheap. 
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The First Use of the Postage Stamps 

Sir Rowland Hill designed the first postage stamp which costs one penny. 

Due to the fact that the postage stamp was printed in black, in postage 

stamps history, it became known everywhere as the Penny Black -- the 

world's very first postage stamp. 

The first postage stamp in history, the Penny Black, became available to 

the public on May 1, 1840 and it was validated as of May 6, 1840. After 2 

days, May 8, 1840, the Two Penny Blue was released. These two stamps 

show an engraved visage of Queen Victoria. Both stamps do not have 

perforations, because the first stamps at that time were separated from their 

sheets by cutting devices (probably scissors). Ever since the first issues of 

postage stamps were released, there was no need to include the name of the 

country on the postage stamps. In fact, the United Kingdom is the only 

country that does not have its name printed on its postage stamps -- an FYI 

for your postage stamps history -- and they use the currently reigning 

royalty's head as their straightforward means of identification. 

After the introduction of the postage stamps in the United Kingdom, the use of prepaid postage system had 

radically sped up the number of letters and other paraphernalia being sent. Before 1839, it was estimated that the 

number of letters sent that time was 76 million. During 1850, it increased five times to about 350 million, and it 

continued to grow substantially afterwards, up until the end of the 20th century when more modern methods of 

implying postage-paid considerably lowered the use of delivery systems that require the presence of postage 

stamps. 

The Rise of the Stamp Collectors 

The existence of stamps has triggered the rise of stamp collectors and the postage stamps of every country became 

highly collectible. Shortly after the introduction of adhesive postage stamps in 1840, people began to collect them. 

Little did they know that their newfound passion for collecting stamps could possibly become a widespread 

phenomenon and that some of the postage stamps they may have could rake in a lot of serious money. 

The World of Philately 

Philately refers to the study of stamps, postage stamps history, and other things related to postage stamps. Stamp 

collecting does not necessarily include the study of stamps. In fact, you can be called a philatelist even if you do 

not own any stamps. A good example for this is that the postage stamps being studied by a philatelist might be 

the very rare ones that have significant historical value in postage stamps history, or ones that can only be found 

preserved in museums nowadays. 
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                               

(India) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 

mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
http://www.asiaphilatelics.com/
mailto:rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eurasiastamps.com/
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:info@stampbay.com
http://www.thepostcard.com/
mailto:wrsky@att.net
mailto:garyucb@aol.com
http://www.ebay.com/

