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Have a safe Christmas 

The end of 2020 is near, a year unlike any other in history and one to 

forget.  Between the elections and the pandemic and civil unrest the 

country hasn’t had so much turmoil since the anti-Vietnam War 

movement and protests of the 1960’s.  While the protests in the 1960’s 

split the people between young and old, I think the political divides of 

2020 are worse.  In my 35 years of working in politics I’ve never seen 

the parties so polarized and unable to move forward.  Given the closeness 

of the election results it appears that it will be awhile before anything 

close to normal will happen on the political front. While the democrats 

have won the white house and retain control of the house, the senate is 

still undecided, which means possible stalemate in congress for years to 

come.  While Biden won the election with 81 million voting for him, 

there were still 74 million that voted against him.  A massive voter 

turnout and a clear indication of how split this country is along polar 

opposite political beliefs.  This doesn’t bode well for any kind of coming 

together of the people.  

While the political landscape is gloomy I think the pandemic is far worse. 

This pandemic is the worst the world has seen since the Spanish Flu 

pandemic of 1918.  The country has had 15,000,000 cases of the virus 

and 287,000 deaths.  Mortality rate is 2-3%, on par with the Spanish flu 

pandemic which is actually bad considering the improvements in medical 

treatment and newer drugs.  The Spanish Flu took 2 years to run its course 

which I expect means that we have a ways to go before we get things 

under control.  The U.S. leads the world in total cases and total deaths, 

and ranks #11 in deaths per million at 867.  We are a developed country 

with first rate treatment capabilities and yet we are out of control and 

overwhelming our medical system. WHY?  Because much of the 

population is not willing to heed the warnings of the CDC and follow the 

guidelines layed out as necessary to bring the pandemic under control. 

As of Dec 5, 2020 the 7 day running average is 195000 new cases per 

day and 2220 deaths per day.  This pandemic is serious and growing 

worse at an alarming rate.  California leads the nation in total cases and 

is third in total deaths.  Thankfully California ranks 38 in mortality. But 

this could change quickly since the thanksgiving spike in numbers hasn’t 

occurred yet. 

I don’t mean to depress everyone with the current state of the country, 

but rather try to provide some food for thought.  The only way to beat 

this virus and improve the state of the country is to come together.  Listen 

to the medical experts and take this pandemic seriously.  The only way 

to bring this virus under control is follow the guidelines and slow the 

spread down until a vaccine is online and available.  So I say to everyone. 

Have a safe Christmas.  We need you now and in the future. 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:sflowerdew@earthlink.net
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
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Presidents Message 

Here in the age of social distancing and isolation, 

I’ve been very busy. In addition to doing a wide 

variety of activities for my family and to support the 

club, I’m actively working on family genealogy.  

Typically, when talking about genealogy research it 

is to find the “begats” of past generations. While that 

is wonderful and fascinating to know, we often know 

absolutely nothing about these ancient ancestors. If 

you’re lucky you might know the day the person was 

born, married and passed away. That is nice 

information to have but it tells you nothing about the 

character of the person.  

Every stamp collector I know loves history. For me, 

the most important history is that of my family. My 

goal is to document the lives of my parents and 

grandparents so that future generations will know 

about their character. I hear you, what does this have 

to do with the stamp club? Good question.  

As I write my families history, it is complimented 

greatly by personal photos, pictures I take of 

mementos and the stories that have been told. As 

much as these helps tell the story, this often leaves 

gaps. These can be filled in using family letters & 

communications; photo postcards; and stamps of 

important local history.  

The photo postcard shown here depicts the local 

church cemetery and was sent by my grandfather to 

his cousin to attend. This one postcard gives me both 

a view of the cemetery where many Jones family 

ancestors are buried, and also documents that two 

family members served on the church’s cemetery 

association.  

 

I could also publish a few of the love letters from 

Grandpa to my future Grandma, but this article 

would get too long and too personal.  

Real photo postcards are a great resource to provide 

documentation on your ancestor’s town or some 

aspect of their lives. Since almost nobody took 

pictures (or even had a camera), RPPCs are 

wonderful to fill-in background information.  
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Another great way to compliment your family 

photos, mementos, and stories are stamps issued 

about local history. For example, painter of the West, 

Fredrick Remington is from Ogdensburg New York, 

just a few miles from Lisbon NY. Stamps can add 

colorful elements to the story your telling. An FDC 

cache can add very attractive art to what may include 

a lot of black and white.  

Because most of us are on the “older” side of life, I 

most strongly urge you to take the time to pass key 

information on to the next generation. Use this time 

to talk to a family member about the key events in 

your life and the history of your favorite stuff. The 

hardest part of my attempt to document my father’s 

life is the inability to ask him a few questions.  

I’ll ask again for your input on our club’s future. 

Now is the time for you to speak up.  

I pray everyone is staying safe and please make an 

effort to join our Zoom meetings. 

Regards, 

Brian 
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The Bottom of the Box: Christmas Seals 

When disassembling a stamp collection, the most common and fun item to find at the bottom of the box are 

Christmas Seals (CS). Yes, I included these in a previous article, but I thought for December, they deserved their 

own column. Since they have been issued for over 100 years, there is more than enough material to dedicate an 

article to them.  

Over the years, the Christmas Seal Association has gone through a variety of name changes. These include: 

 1907 – American Red Cross, Delaware Chapter 

 1908 through 1910: American Red Cross 

 1911 through 1917: Sponsored and publicized by the American Red Cross, but sold by the National 

Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis 

 1918: American Red Cross; given to those who joined the Red Cross Roll Call 

 1918 through 1968: National Tuberculosis Association  

 1969 through 1972: National Tuberculosis & Respiratory Disease Association 

 1973 onward - The American Lung Association. 

The most common and popular CS are issued by the American Lung Association. 

Initially, the funds raised from these were used to fight tuberculosis (TB) and now they 

are used to finance research on a wide range of lung diseases. TB, or sometimes known 

as “consumption”, was a terrible pandemic that was spread by droplets in one’s breath 

(sound familiar?). Therefore, the funds raised by these seals provided funding for a 

critical mission.  

The design of the seals has evolved over the years. They often depicted serious and 

ominous designs early on when the TB crisis was still raging. After a vaccine was developed and TB was under 

control, the designs became more “seasonal”. Often the seals are mailed out to people unsolicited in hopes that 

the receiver will send in a donation for having received them. Many enjoy adding them to their Christmas cards 

as an easy way to decorate them with the colorful labels.  
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1952 Christmas Seal 

While most stamp collectors save seals loosely in an old cigar or shoe box, they warrant collecting in their own 

right. Like with many postage stamps, many CS’s can be found or obtained very inexpensively. Similarly, the 

older issues, perforation varieties, proofs and printing errors and be a fun challenge to obtain. Many collectors 

like to find a seal on a cover mailed the year of issuance. It can be modestly expensive to find these for early 

issues. Anyone interested in pursuing collecting seals is encouraged to check out the “The Christmas Seal and 

Charity Stamp Society”. They publish guides and have free albums for download. Their web site is: 

https://www.seal-society.org/  

 

1974 Christmas Seals 

You can download a 41 page Christmas seal album which has spaces for the appropriate singles, multiples or 

sheet (as needed for a particular issue). It is estimated that this album can filled for under $200.   

If you find something interesting in the bottom of a collection you acquired, please contribute to this column.  

Brian              

https://www.seal-society.org/
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Mayflower at 400: History through stamps 

As the spouse of a 13th generation descendant of Mayflower passengers William and Mary Brewster, I receive 

regular doses of Pilgrim history through the efforts of our state “colony” of The General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants.  With excitement building around the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower’s transatlantic journey, 

I began to explore what philatelic material existed that would help in the telling of this important history.    I 

learned that Mayflower-related postal items are readily available, relatively inexpensive and can make for a 

timely, enjoyable topical collection. 

Images of the Mayflower ship pop up in some surprising places and it begged the question:  Why has a common 

coastal trading boat of the early 17th century become such a globally recognized symbol of the United States of 

America?  The answer lies not in the ship itself but in how the passengers and crew dealt with unplanned events 

and hardships during their travels, their novel governance agreement aptly called the Mayflower Compact, and 

their faithful persistence that set key values for a future nation.  

Mayflower Stamps 

 

The first postal issue commemorating Mayflower history was the “Pilgrim Tercentenary” set of three finely 

engraved stamps (Scott 548-550) released by the US Post Office on December 21, 1920.   Interestingly, there is 

no indication on these stamps of the issuing country; I believe a first for US postal releases.  



San Jose Stamp Club 

 APS Chapter   0264-025791            Founded 1927, Club show since 1928               December 2020           

________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

Page 7 
 

The most recognizable of these and indeed of any Mayflower postal material would be the 1c green stamp showing 

the ship in full sail on the ocean.  

Despite the small size of the stamp, the rendering of the ship is accurate with an artistic sense of motion and the 

green color providing a crisp clean contrast.  

Such cannot be said for the 2c and 5c stamps where the complexity of the images for “Landing of the Pilgrims” 

and “Signing of the Compact” on such small stamps requires close examination to appreciate their meaning and 

the fine work of the engraver.   

 

In 1970, the United States issued another commemorative stamp on the 350th anniversary of the Mayflower 

voyage (Scott 1420) as did Great Britain (Scott 615).  Since then at least ten other postal administrations have 

issued stamps featuring the Mayflower or the Pilgrims with more expected during the 400th anniversary 

year.   Included among these is the desolate winter beauty of the Mayflower in Plymouth Harbor US Forever 

stamp issued on September 17, 2020 (Scott 5524). 

 

Who Were the Pilgrims? 

Those who inspired the Mayflower voyage (later named “Pilgrims”) originated as a Christian religious sect of the 

Puritan Movement in England that followed the teachings of French theologian, pastor 

and Protestant reformer, John Calvin, a disciple of Martin Luther.  Calvin resided in 

Geneva, Switzerland where he founded the University of Geneva and led the effort to 

translate the Bible into French.  The printed version known as the “Geneva Bible” was 

distributed where possible throughout Europe.  The Geneva Bible was the foundation 

text for Congregational Churches at Scrooby and Gainsborough in central England that 

were led by Reverends Richard Clifton and John Robinson.  

Several countries have issued stamps honoring Martin Luther and his disciples but an 

appropriate one to illustrate this story would be the 2009 Swiss issue (Scott 1335) 

commemorating 500th anniversary of the birth of Jehan Cauvin in Noyon, France. 
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Influence of King James I 

When King James I ascended to the throne of England in 1603 he also became 

the Head of the Church of England and initiated a major translation of the Bible 

into English (today known as the King James version).  When completed in 

1609, King James mandated that it would replace other versions including the 

Geneva Bible, the spiritual reference text for the Calvinists and the 

Congregationalists.  Puritans had long been a pain in the royal backside for 

James and his predecessor, Elizabeth I, primarily because they firmly believed 

that a head of state should not also be the head of the church.  As such they 

were called “Separatists”.  Now their choice of Bible subjected them to fines, 

arrests and harassment by English authorities and they chose to resettle as a 

congregation in Holland, a country more tolerant of different religious beliefs.  

While there are many images of King James I on stamps from a number of countries to choose from, it is very 

hard to find stamps where the Bible is the theme.  So far the most relevant stamp for this discussion is the one 

created as part of Great Britain’s 1999 millennial series showing a cartoonish picture of King James I with his 

English translation of the Bible (Scott 1881). 

 

Life in Leiden 

After spending a year in Amsterdam, Reverend Robinson broke with 

Reverend Clifton and chose to establish his congregation in Leiden, 

a trading and university town.  Leiden’s citizens were exposed to 

many cultures through trade and scholarly influence by the 

university.   The Leiden experience of religious freedom and thought 

influenced the laws and governance of the future Pilgrims and by 

extension the future United States.  

As the 1620s approached, Holland was facing a possible war and an 

economic recession loomed.  Reverend Robinson also feared that his 

congregation was losing their English heritage and culture plus its 

Congregationalist Christian lifestyle.  Hearing that the Virginia 

Company was successful in establishing a permanent presence in the 

New World, it was agreed that a small group of the Leiden 

congregation would emigrate to Virginia with others following 

later.   Robinson negotiated a deal with a group of London investors 

to form the core of a new settlement.  Settlers would work as 

indentured servants to their investors for seven years sending all 

wealth acquired back to London to pay off the debt of their 

passage.  Importantly, they needed a Royal Charter from King 

James to settle in lands claimed earlier by England.  
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I did find a pane of personal postage issue from 2009 issued in the Netherlands that commemorate the time the 

Pilgrim Fathers spent in Leiden.  It also shows the familiar image of the Mayflower ship despite the fact that the 

Pilgrims did not meet the Mayflower in Holland, but in England. 

 

Early Colonization of the New World 

Permanent colonies of European powers had already been established in the tropical regions of the New World 

in the 16th century.  While regular trips to the northern areas for fishing and fur trading occurred, the harsh winters 

discouraged most travelers from attempting to live permanently in such a wilderness.  This changed in the early 

17th century.  The French were the first to establish a viable settlement in Acadia (part of present day Nova 

Scotia) named Port Royal in 1605 and later in Quebec in 1608.    The Dutch hired Englishman Henry Hudson to 

explore possible settlement sites in the New World.  He discovered the Hudson River and established several 

Dutch trading posts along the river that bears his name as far north as present day Albany, New York.  England’s 

King James wanted to build on the success of his Jamestown, Virginia colony (1607) by encouraging more 

colonization of territory before the other European powers claimed the land.  John Guy established the colony of 

Cupids in Newfoundland in 1610 under a Royal Charter from King James.  Sir George Sommers was headed to 

Virginia in 1609 when his ship, Sea Venture, wrecked on the reefs surrounding Bermuda.  He decided to stay and 

established these islands as an English colony.  One can assume that King James was happy to grant the 

troublesome Separatists a royal charter in exchange for their loyalty and contribution to English colonization.  At 

the time, England’s Virginia included all lands south of the Hudson River to the Carolinas.  The proposed site for 

the colony was near the mouth of the Hudson River in present day New Jersey. 

 

Stamps issued by US, Canada, Bermuda, France, and Newfoundland nicely commemorate the early colonization 

of North America before the Mayflower’s arrival. 
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Voyage to the New World 

In May, 1620, the London investors purchased one ship, Speedwell, and contracted with a larger coastal trading 

vessel, Mayflower, to take the first group of settlers to Virginia.  In July, Speedwell under command of military 

Captain Myles Standish picked up 30 passengers from Reverend Robinson’s congregation at Delfshaven, Holland 

and sailed to Southampton, England where it met up with the Mayflower.  Reverend Robinson chose to stay 

behind to pastor the Leiden congregation with plans to travel to the colony with others in subsequent years.  John 

Robinson never joined his New World congregation, dying in Leiden in 1625.  

 

Myles Standish was from the Isle of Man who have been particularly prolific in issuing Mayflower-themed stamps 

featuring their native son including a four stamp series showing the departure of the Pilgrim Fathers on the 

Speedwell from Delfshaven and the two boats anchored in Dartmouth, England based on paintings by Maritime 

artist, Leslie Wilcox.   Captain Standish was in Holland as part of an English army posting and joined Reverend 

Robinson’s congregation in Leiden.  He volunteered to be the military leader for the expedition. 

 

Mayflower 

The ship, Mayflower, was a Caravel type coastal trading vessel that was purchased in 1607 by its Master (non-

military captain of a boat), Christopher Jones, and several business partners.  Mayflower could carry about 180 

tons of cargo, was 110 feet long and sailed with a crew of 25-30 men.  She made several trips to Bordeaux, France 

bringing wine, vinegar and salt to England as well as travelling as far as Malaga, Spain; Trondheim, Norway; and 

Hamburg, Germany.  While this would be the first trans-Atlantic journey for her Master, Christopher Jones had 

several crew members, including Pilot John Clarke and Master’s Mate Robert Coppin who had been to the New 

World before.  



San Jose Stamp Club 

 APS Chapter   0264-025791            Founded 1927, Club show since 1928               December 2020           

________________________________________________________________________________ 

     

Page 11 
 

 

As stated above, there are several stamps bearing an image of the Mayflower from a variety of countries including 

those from small states seeking revenue from collectors and Mayflower enthusiasts.  

Arriving in Southampton ahead of Speedwell, Mayflower began to take on supplies and other skilled workers 

needed for the colony such as carpenters.  Over 100 settlers joined with the 30 Separatists on the Speedwell 

including other Congregationalists residing in England.  The two ships set sail for the New World on August 

15.  However, leaks in the Speedwell required them to pull into Dartmouth for repairs.  Departing again the two 

ships sailed about 300 miles into the Atlantic Ocean before it became apparent that the Speedwell was too leaky 

to handle an ocean voyage.  Reluctantly, they returned to the nearest English port, Plymouth, where the 

Speedwell’s cargo and passengers were transferred to the already crowded Mayflower.  Several passengers had 

enough of false starts and decided to leave the group.  Finally, on September 6 (September 16 by today’s calendar) 

the Mayflower set sail from Plymouth Harbor.  A monument called the Mayflower Steps exists today to mark the 

spot where the Pilgrims last left English soil.  Picture postcards of this popular tourist site exist at least as early 

as 1902 to present day and it has been carefully restored for the 400th anniversary celebration. 

For the first half of the voyage, the weather was quite peaceful.  October brought on the North Atlantic storms 

of early winter.  Progress slowed and the ship was tossed about on very rough seas as depicted on some of the 

Mayflower stamps shown above.  

Finally, after sixty six days at sea, a coastline appeared. Blown off course, they had arrived at Cape Cod in mid-

November. Attempting to head south to their intended destination at the mouth of the Hudson River they again 

ran into severe weather and nearly shipwrecked.  Turning north they rounded Cape Cod and anchored near 

present day Provincetown.   
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This event was reflected in a first day cover of the 8.5c non-profit US postal stationary issued on December 4, 

1986. 

 

Mayflower Compact 

It was too late in the season and with misery, sickness and death 

persisting from the long voyage, William Bradford and other Pilgrim 

leaders decided they would establish their colony in what was known 

as New England.  

Without a royal charter and hence whatever protection from the Crown 

that offered,  they wrote and all 43 men signed a statement while still 

on board Mayflower that formed the initial governance document for 

the new colony.  

Known as the Mayflower Compact it became an early foundation for 

constitutional rights in the future United States of America.   This important event is the theme of the 1920 5c 

stamp (SC 550). 
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Establishing a Colony 

The Pilgrims spent the next month exploring possible locations along Cape Cod and adjoining coastline.  It was 

now winter and Myles Standish and William Bradford led explorations ashore through snow and ice while women 

and children stayed in the relative protection of the ship.  

Again the Isle of Man produced a nice souvenir sheet of 

two stamps for the Ameripex Exhibition in Chicago in 

1986 featuring their local hero Myles Standish 

assisting the Pilgrims in exploring a snowy coastline 

with the Mayflower standing off shore (SC 310-311). 

The Nauset and Patuxet tribes of the Wampanoag 

nation in the region were initially hostile to the Pilgrim 

settlers and for good reason.  In 1614 an Englishman 

from John Smith’s Virginia Company who was 

exploring and mapping the coastline of New England, 

illegally kidnapped about 20 braves and was later 

caught selling them at the slave market in Malaga, 

Spain.   

Some were rescued by Catholic friars and educated in Europe.  One named Tisquantum (Sqanto) was returned to 

Patuxet lands in 1619 by an English sea captain.  

However, in his absence, the Wampanoag were decimated by a plague that had spread through their lands in 1617 

and 1618.   Squanto spoke English and soon brokered a peace through his translations between the local Patuxet 

tribes and the colonists.  

Another of Great Britain’s 1999 millennium series features Pilgrims 

interacting with Patuxet natives (SC 1852).  

 

 

 

 

The Pilgrims chose a former Patuxet village site for their settlement along a mainland harbor with a river that 

provided fresh drinking water.  

They referred to themselves as “Plymouth Colony” after their last port in England.  Plymouth Rock marks the 

site today and was the theme of the 1920 2c Mayflower Tercentenary stamp. 

While shelters were being built on what became Plimouth Plantation, the Mayflower served as a 

dormitory.  Starvation and illness persisted throughout the winter with several casualties among settlers and the 
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crew of Mayflower.  In early April, 1621 with all passengers now housed ashore, Master Jones took his 

remaining crew and some mail and sailed the Mayflower back to England, arriving in early May.  

 

In 1975, Liberia issued a souvenir sheet featuring a stamp on stamp illustration 

of the Mayflower and a somewhat fanciful drawing of the Plymouth Colony 

Village to honor the US Bicentennial.   

The Mayflower made a few more coastal trading runs before being sold for 

scrap in 1624, an ignominious end for a now historic ship. 

 

Legacy 

Mayflower’s legacy did not die with the ship.  Instead, its image speaks to many 

around the world of  freedom from religious persecution, governance that established constitutional rights, 

perseverance in the face of great danger, trust in befriending the indigenous people, and great faith that God would 

guide and provide.  Getting to the New World was only the first chapter in history of the settlement of New 

England and today it is an integral part of America’s Thanksgiving Day tradition.  

Of philatelic interest, The Mayflower is the name of the Journal of the American Stamp Club of Great Britain and 

their crest features an image of the Mayflower taken from the 1c 1920 US stamp.   An image of this same stamp 

appears on hastily printed Cinderella stamps that were affixed to mail bound for the US from Europe through 

Britain during a national postal strike that lasted for 2-3 months In 1971.  This short-lived “Mayflower Post” was 

a forerunner of the thriving private courier industry today.  Finally, a replica of the Mayflower was built in 

Brixham, England in 1957 as a gift from the people of Great Britain to the people of the United States as a gesture 

of Anglo-American friendship.  Captain Villiers sailed the Mayflower II to Plymouth MA where it resides 

permanently at the Plimouth Plantation Eel River Site.  Postal covers with “Maiden Voyage Mayflower II” cancel 

and autograph of the captain can be readily obtained as can period postcards depicting the ship in full sail. 

 

Descendants 

Of the more than 130 passengers that embarked on Mayflower in Plymouth, England, only 102 survived to step 

ashore in the New World including two babies born during the voyage.  The General Society of Mayflower 

Descendants was formed in 1897 to accurately identify descendants of the Mayflower passengers.  Included in 

this listing are many famous people that are found on postage stamps including US Presidents (John Adams, John 

Quincy Adams, James Buchanan,  Zachary Taylor, Ulysses S. Grant, James Garfield, Theodore Roosevelt, Calvin 

Coolidge, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and George H.W. Bush),  foreign leaders (British Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill, Canadian Prime Minister Charles Tupper),  actors (Humphrey Bogart, Henry Fonda, Marilyn Monroe, 

Bing Crosby Katherine Hepburn, Christopher Reeves), literary figures (Ralph Waldo Emerson, Noah Webster, 

Ernest Hemingway) and other notable people (aviator Amelia Aerhart, astronaut Alan Shepard, inventor George 

Eastman, US diplomat Adlai Stevenson II).   A significant topical collection could be built around ancestors of 

Mayflower passengers alone.       
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The First Christmas Stamps 

     Christmas is celebrated in many ways throughout the world so it’s no surprise that the philately for the holiday 

includes thousands of stamps and covers, most created since the mid-20th century. The Christmas theme is among 

the world’s most popular topical areas to collect.  

First Christmas Stamps 

     Whenever we talk about “firsts,” a lot of contenders line up to make claims so it’s no surprise that there are a 

lot of firsts when it comes to Christmas stamps. That said, there’s little doubt that Canada can claim the first 

Christmas postage stamp connection, even if the stamp was not intended to specifically celebrate the holiday. 

 

The 1898 2-cent stamp features a collage of Queen Victoria’s crown at the top, a Mercator map of the world with 

the nations and colonies of the British Empire displayed in red, “Xmas 1898” and the phrase, “We hold a vaster 

empire than has been.” 

     Two varieties of what many philatelists consider the world’s first Christmas stamp, Canada’s Imperial Penny 

Postage stamp of 1898. It was Canada’s first bicolor stamp and has major color varieties involving the colors of 

the ocean and land. 

But why does it say “Xmas 1898?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H64CWAYpA7E
https://classic.stamps.org/stampstore
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     The stamp was issued December 7 and its use went into effect December 25, 1898, the inauguration of the 

Imperial Penny Postage rate (which was 2 cents in Canadian funds). 

     There is an oft-repeated story that Canadian Postmaster General William Mulock developed the stamp and 

proposed that it be issued on November 9  to “honor the prince,” meaning the Prince of Wales. But when Queen 

Victoria asked “what Prince?” in a displeased manner, Mulock realized the danger, and answered “Why, madam, 

the Prince of Peace.” 

Other Christmas Stamp Firsts: 

Some have long held that Austria issued Christmas 

stamps on December 12, 1937. There is no Christmas 

imagery on the two stamps, which show a rose and signs 

of the Zodiac. 

     However, Kathy Ward, writing for the Christmas 

Philatelic Club, offers this: My suspicions were aroused 

when I purchased a first day cover of these stamps. On 

the cachet, it states that the Austrian post office issued 

the stamps to be used on ‘birth-day (sic) congratulatory 

letters.’ [That would explain the Zodiac symbols 

meaning an intent for year-round use.] A letter from 

Austria confirmed my suspicions: “The first official 

Christmas stamp of the Austrian Post has been issued in 

1953.” 

     In 1939–40, Brazil issued a set of four semipostals to raise money for charitable institutions. The first stamp, 

issued December 20, 1939, shows the Three Wise Men and Star of Bethlehem (leftmost stamp below). 

 

     Caught in the grip of World War II, Hungary in 1943 issued three stamps depicting the Nativity. 

     The first United States Christmas stamp was issued in 1962 and featured a candle and wreaths in green and 

red. 

 

https://classic.stamps.org/StampStore
https://classic.stamps.org/StampStore
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                               

(India) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 

mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
http://www.asiaphilatelics.com/
mailto:rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eurasiastamps.com/
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:info@stampbay.com
http://www.thepostcard.com/
mailto:wrsky@att.net
mailto:garyucb@aol.com
http://www.ebay.com/

