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In Memorial 

 
It is with great sadness that I 

announce the passing of our 

friend and long-time club 

member Stan Flowerdew. He 

passed away from natural 

causes while at home on 

March 1, 2021. Stan was 76 

years old and lived in San Jose 

for 40 years with his wife Som.  

 

Stan had an amazing collection 

of the British Commonwealth. 

Club members all knew he 

seriously collected as he 

shared small pieces of his 

collection occasionally at 

meetings. His private nature 

meant that nobody in the club 

has seen the full expanse of his 

collection. He served on as the 

Secretary, member of the Board of Directors, and in a variety of other ways 

over his years of membership. Stan was also member of the Sequoia Stamp 

Club and American Philatelic Society.  

 

Stan was born in the UK in November 1944. He earned a degree from 

University College of London and after immigrating to the USA, he earned 

degrees from the University of Illinois.  Stan had degrees in Mathematics, 

Computer Science and Electrical Engineering.  He worked for NASA Ames 

Research Center for over 25 years contributing to a wide variety of aerospace 

projects.  Stan retired from Lockheed-Martin in 2009.  

 

Stanley was also very active in his community.  He served as the 

Commissioner for the Advisory Commission on Rents for the city of San 

Jose for many years.  Stanley attended church weekly and was a teaching 

Elder in his ward. He volunteered weekly at the Saratoga library in 

retirement, collected coins and rare antiquities, played chess and enjoyed 

traveling. Stanley visited over 25 countries in his lifetime with his family.  

 

He is survived by his wife of over 40 years, Som, two daughters Ellen and 

Theresa Waite of Cupertino with son-in-law Mathew Waite and two 

grandsons Steven and Riley.  He was the only child of his parents Oswald 

and Elizabeth Flowerdew.  

 

Most of the information and photos for this article came from Stan & Som’s 

daughters.  
 
 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:Papa_hilton@yahoo.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
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__________________________________________ 

Remember the dates!                    

__________________________________________ 

Presidents Message 

Wow, it has been a very challenging month. 

It started on the bad note of losing our long 

time member Stan. He has served the club in 

a variety of capacities over the years. He 

will be missed.  Later the same day I learned 

about Stan, I was informed that member Bob 

Turkowski had been moved to the memory 

unit of the Carlton Senior Center. The center 

allows visitors for outdoor meetings. The 

first appointment I could get is next week. 

I’m taking him a stamp themed jigsaw 

puzzle as gift from the club. I used to run 

into Bob at the Almaden Valley Safeway 

and we developed a good friendship.  

The past 2 weeks have been busy for me as 

there has been a rush of requests for help in 

a variety of ways. Several people have asked 

for help in dispositioning a collection they 

want to sell. The collections run the gamut 

of philately from kid’s accumulations to 

more sophisticated collections of individual 

stamps and covers. The stamps are from the 

US and all over the world. They are mint  

It is difficult for me know if any of our 

members or dealers are interested. 

Therefore, I’d like to ask the following:  

Members: Everyone send me an email with 

what you collect and what kind of material 

are you interested in reviewing for possible 

purchase – even if to let me know your not 

buying.  

Dealers: Send me what your specialization is 

these days (it has shifted for a few of you). 

Also, update me on what kind of material 

your interested buying.  

Everyone: looking to add to your collection 

but on a budget (or hope to find something 

good for a good price)? Make an 

appointment with me to my house and look 

through the club inventory.  

Please give serious consideration on what 

we can do to recruit new members. Of 

course, we cannot replace Stan and Bob, but 

we do need to grow our club to accomplish 

the goals we have for our club.  If we each 

“preach” the gospel of how much fun and 

rewarding stamp collecting can be, we can 

create new collectors.  

Regards, 

Brian 
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A Fellow Collector in Need 

 
 

To my Philatelic Friends:  
I received this inquiry from a collector in Wales. If any of you can offer assistance, please contact David Bear 
directly. I found his project to be interesting and unique. Perhaps you know someone at Lawrence Livermore Labs 
who can help get a piece of stationery or a corner card to use. 
 
Tom 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: david bear <iupac1914bear@yahoo.co.uk> 
Date: March 22, 2021 at 8:02:30 AM PDT 
To: write12me@gmail.com 
Subject: Livermore stamp 

Hi Tom, 
I’m a stamp collector from Wales, UK and I collect chemistry themed stamps. 
I’m trying to find stamps or philatelic items representing all the elements from the periodic table. One that is 
particularly challenging is a stamp representing the element livermorium (named after the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in Livermore). I can’t find any stamp directly mentioning Livermore. 
I’ve checked on Google and it seems your stamp club in Fremont is the nearest to Livermore. After another Google 
search I discovered there is ( or was) a chemist called Carl Souers working at LLNL who’s also a keen philatelist . I 
tried contacting him on a work email (souers1@llnl.gov) but so far there’s no reply. Do you or any of your members 
know Carl and maybe have up to date contact info for him? 
Basically what I’d like is a letter or postcard with a printed logo of the LLNL with a “Livermore, Calif” cancel/postmark 
(so it would have to be posted from there) sent to my address in Cardiff, Wales. This would make, I believe, the best 
philatelic item I could get representing the element livermorium. 
Obviously I’d reimburse anyone for the postage and stationary costs. 
I realise this is a big ask but “nothing ventured nothing gained”! 
I would appreciate any help with this matter. 
Best wishes, 
David Bear 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Joe Ross  

Joseph Lamond "Joe" Ross, Jr. was born May 17, 1933 in Alameda County, CA. He was a LTC in the U.S. 

Army in Viet Nam and a longtime resident of Elverta, CA.  He died Nov 12, 2020.  Joe Ross was 87.  Joe 

exhibited in the "Court of Honor" at the international show in New York City a couple of years ago. There were 

the block of 4 of the inverted jenny and the unique British Guiana #13, which sold at auction for $9,500,000, 

plus a number of others outstanding exhibits. That was quite an honor to be asked to exhibit there.  He also had 

been asked to exhibit at the international show in Israel.  Joe was internationally recognized for his revenue 

expertise.  He will be greatly missed by so many. 

mailto:iupac1914bear@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:write12me@gmail.com
mailto:souers1@llnl.gov
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MARCH 12, 2021 UPDATE – 

American Philatelic Society Delays Reopening 

Service by Appointment for Library and Circuit Sales 

NOTE: The opening of the American Philatelic Center has been delayed until the week of April 5, 2021. The original 

schedule date was March 15, 2021. We apologize for any inconvenience and thank you for your patience. 

The American Philatelic Center will be open for scheduled visits by American Philatelic Society members. Services will be 

limited to the library and circuit sales. 

Members will be able to make appointments available in three-hour blocks to research in the library or circuit sales. Operational 

hours will be Tuesday through Thursday with two available blocks: 9 am to 12 noon or 1 pm to 4 pm. Members will be able to 

schedule up to 2 blocks in one day. For greater member access, members will be limited to visiting one day a week. 

“We’ve been closed for nearly a year, and this is the first step back to normal operations,” said Scott English, Executive 

Director of the American Philatelic Society, “COVID-19 remains serious, so we have to maintain a safe and healthy 

environment for our staff and members.” 

To make an appointment, members can email library@stamps.org or call 814-933-3803 x. 246. When scheduling the 

appointment, members should provide material requests to be waiting upon arrival in the designated area. 

The health and safety protocols of the American Philatelic Center are per the mandates of the Pennsylvania Department of 

Health and guidance of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

If a member feels ill or has been exposed to someone testing positive for COVID, they must reschedule their visit.  

Upon arrival, members will have a temperature check, be issued a mask, sign in, and be escorted to the designated area. APC 

policy requires maintaining social distancing, wearing masks over the nose and mouth at all times, and avoiding congregate 

areas. Members will stay in the designated area during visits, and some areas of the building will be restricted. 

After the scheduled appointment, staff will escort members out of the building. The APS continues to follow aggressive 

cleaning protocols to high-touch areas. So that we can perform cleaning between blocks, guests will need to adhere to the 

scheduled appointments. 

mailto:library@stamps.org
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Don’t Just Be a Sale, Be a Customer 

Part of my learning the world of philately was sitting down at dealer booths. At a busy show, you can’t just take 

a chair; you should be a customer. We’ve all done it: digging through the material, setting items aside, and 

debating on whether to buy it then or come back. I also made small talk with the dealers and customers to learn 

about the hobby and the APS, and get to know the people. I have boxes of material in my office representing each 

stop, each dealer, and the education attached to it.  

Not long after I joined the APS, I attended Chicagopex, a World Series of Philately show held every November 

by the Chicago Philatelic Society. I remember the show because they had one of the heaviest snowfalls that year, 

and traffic was light. I sat down at a booth, and the dealer was giving me his view of the hobby while I dug 

through covers. We were interrupted by a customer, who seemed a little lost. He’d admitted he hadn’t been 

collecting long and told the dealer what he was collecting.  

The dealer invited him to sit down. With a light crowd, the dealer took an interest. He showed him items he 

thought were in his price range and asked about his library. Since I was sitting there, he introduced me and 

recommended the gentleman join the APS. By the time the customer left, he had a list of books, an APS 

application, and several new acquisitions. The dealer looked at me very seriously and said, “You can make a sale, 

or you can make a customer.” As time went on, I learned the dealer was not just a dealer but a very successful 

one. He was also a writer and researcher, and has volunteered countless hours to be an instructor and mentor. He 

also gave me a different way to look at dealers. 

Often, we think of dealers as trying merely to sell us what we want, and they are happy to oblige. In most cases, 

dealers are also knowledgeable philatelists who can be an excellent resource for collectors of all levels. They have 

seen more than their fair share of stamps, participate in auctions worldwide, serve as experts, teach courses, and 

so much more. It takes time to build a relationship with a dealer, but you’re able to grow in the hobby as you do. 

Not just because they can sell you stamps or covers, but because they will help you gain more significant 

knowledge about the collection you’re building.  

In this issue, we dedicate numerous articles to resources in the hobby. They are all great reads that will, hopefully, 

give you better tools for collecting. On other pages, you will see advertisements from many auction houses and 

dealers. These ads are important for two reasons: 1.  They help us deliver an excellent monthly journal to you at 

the same membership cost since 2008, and 2. They want to be a resource for your collecting.  

Remember, every time you read The American Philatelist, there’s good content between the articles, too. As you 

read through this issue, here’s a challenge. Find an advertiser you’ve never done business with before and look 

for something to add to your collection. You’ll find all of them are knowledgeable, helpful, and, of course, willing 

to sell you material. Each of them is not just looking to get a sale; they’re looking to get a customer. 

Let me know how it goes. You can always reach me at scott@stamps.com or through the mail (I will write back)   

Happy hunting!     

Scott English, Executive Director of the APS 

 

https://stamps.org/the-american-philatelist
https://stamps.org/contact/contact-email?Email=scott@stamps.org
https://stamps.org/news/author/scott-english/p/1
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Inverted Jenny: 

The Origin Story 

Even new collectors have probably heard of the Inverted 

Jenny. This stamp has the special honor of being one of 

the most well-known rare stamps in the world; it was the 

most asked-for item in the 2007-2009 'Rarity Revealed' 

exhibition at the Smithsonian National Postal Museum. In 

2019 a Spink USA auction predicted a hammer price of 

$650,000 for a single Inverted Jenny stamp. 

The story of the Inverted Jenny starts with a single full 

sheet of 100 stamps. Since then, they’ve been divided up, 

bought, sold, and traded. Some have been stolen, while 

others have been lost or locked away in vaults. One was 

even worn as part of a piece of jewelry! In fact, Don 

Sundman of Mystic Stamp Company and the American 

Philatelic Research Library offered a reward in 2014 for 

anyone able to find one of the stolen stamps from this 

sheet, a reward that was handed out in 2016 for the 

recovery of Position #76. #76, below, was returned to the 

ownership of the American Philatelic Research Library. 

Expert philatelists determined that this stamp is genuine, 

despite attempts after it was stolen to disguise its 

appearance. 

In this first installment of an Inverted Jenny series, let’s 

look into the fascinating origin of the Inverted Jenny 

stamp and its place in history. 

What is an Inverted Jenny? 

The Inverted Jenny stamp shows two colors printed on 

white paper. First, there is an ornate red frame, denoting 

the issue's denomination, 24¢ and "U.S. Postage." 

Second, printed in blue is a biplane, the Curtiss JN-4, also 

called a “Jenny.” 

This 24¢ stamp was the first dedicated airmail stamp. The 

JN-4 was chosen because that was the same plane first 

modified to carry mail between cities. What modifications 

were necessary? The biplane’s second pilot’s seat was 

removed so mail could be stored there, and the fuel tanks 

had to be enlarged for longer flights. 

Of course, there were many “Jenny Stamps” printed in 

1918 to be affixed on mail sent by air. But only one sheet 

of 100 displayed the airplane upside down. The stamps on 

this sheet are called Inverted Jennys. 

 

How Was the Jenny Stamp Created? 

Since this was the first U.S. airmail stamp, it had to be 

designed from scratch. The special airmail postage rate of 

24¢ that necessitated the stamp's creation was 

only approved by Congress and President Wilson on May 

10, 1918, a mere eight days before the first scheduled 

flight. The Bureau of Engraving and Printing began work 

on the stamp in early May, and designed and created the 

printing plates in less than two weeks. 

Some say that the stamp's chief designer, Clair Aubrey 

Houston, used a photo of the same Jenny that would be 

used to transport mail from Washington D.C. to New 

York; however, magnification of the design shows that 

the stamp does not picture the JN-4 modifications for 

airmail service. 

In the rush to production and distribution, one of the 

sheets of 100 24¢ Jenny stamps that had an inverted 

printing error was missed by postal and printer inspectors. 

This famous mistake means that the 100 stamps from this 

sheet were distributed to the world - for generations of 

collectors to enjoy. 

_____________________________________________ 

 

https://stamps.org/blog/post/spink-auction-inverted-jenny-2019
https://stamps.org/blog/post/spink-auction-inverted-jenny-2019
https://stamps.org/blog/post/spink-auction-inverted-jenny-2019
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/15/us/100000-reward-for-missing-inverted-jennies-stamps.html
https://invertedjenny.com/history
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The Value of a Stamp Collection - An Opinion 

by Michael Generali 
 

Many collectors keep track of the "value" of their collections, but they do not understand what exactly 

constitutes "value." They think of "catalog value" as the gospel truth, regardless of the condition of 

their stamps (despite the fact that catalogs state the condition that a stamp is "valued"). They also do 

not understand the difference between "catalog", "market" and "wholesale" values. They believe that 

they can buy at "market" and/or "wholesale" value and then sell to a dealer at "catalog" value. When 

a dealer doesn't offer to buy their stamps at "catalog" value, they question the dealer's integrity. 

The fact is that "value" is a term that is relative to a specific point in time, namely, when a transaction 

takes place. The value of a stamp is subjective at best and is contingent on how much someone is 

willing to pay for it. Catalog values are the most inaccurate of the three. Many catalogs are published 

once a year. However, the values at the point of publication are out-of-date, often by a year or more, 

due to the lead time necessary to prepare the catalog for publication. Market values tend to  be the 

most accurate, being that the market value for a stamp is established when a collector buys the stamp. 

Wholesale values are what dealers use to purchase stamps. They can't normally buy at full market 

value, and they rarely can buy at catalog value since there is little to no profit for a dealer to resell at 

such high prices. Collectors have a tendency to refuse to pay full catalog value for their stamps, so 

they should not expect to receive what they themselves aren't willing to pay. 

Collectors also tend to forget that stamps valued at less than $10.00 are common, and have little 

overall value. Yet, many sit at their desks and add up all their minimum catalog value stamps. When 

they get to 4,000 stamps, they think they have a quick $1,000.00 bill waiting for them, when in fact 

they have maybe $100 or less at best. 

This lack of understanding is something during my 51 years in the hobby that I have continuously 

seen. This really comes to bear when, as a member of the American Philatelic Society (APS) Estate 

Advisory Service, I sit down with the family of a deceased APS member to discuss the collection 

that was left to them. The first hour is usually spent trying to explain the facts of stamp values, and 

trying to get them to understand that while there may be some good items in the collection, they 

should not expect that they have won the "lottery." We, as collectors, owe it to ourselves and others 

to make sure that we understand the true nature of the hobby (enjoyment) and true nature of the 

"value" of our collection (appreciation of those little pieces of paper). We should ensure that we 

impart that knowledge onto others who are joining the hobby, or to others to whom we will leave our 

collection. 
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Spreading the word about philately,   By Alex Haimann 

On January 1, 2008, if someone had told me that over the 

next 364 days I would travel on more than 100 airplanes, I 

would never have believed them! These travels began in 

early January with my trip to the APS Ameristamp Show in 

Charlotte, N.C., and ended with a New Year’s Eve flight 

back to Michigan to be with family. In between, I attended 

over a dozen stamp shows, numerous auctions and visited 

with many stamp collector friends and clients all over the 

country. 

Since graduating from college last May, rarely has there 

been a week where I have not been on two flights. In the 

interest of full disclosure, having a long distance girlfriend 

definitely added to my travel itinerary...in a good way, of 

course! Another bonus on the amount of traveling was that 

the many plane rides gave me opportunities to catch up on 

some much needed sleep. 

On a trip last November, I took along one of my favorite 

stamp related books—Nassau Street by Herman Herst Jr. I 

first read this book when I was in fifth or sixth grade, right 

around the time of Herst’s death. I remember bringing the 

book to school and reading it during homeroom and in study 

hall. I have probably read it cover to cover ten times since. I 

have always enjoyed the many anecdotes and stories found 

in its pages. Who knows if they are all true; it doesn’t really 

matter. I, along with tens of thousands of other stamp 

collectors, have enjoyed imagining the world immersed in 

stamps described in the pages of Nassau Street. 

Upon my recent re-reading of Nassau Street in National 

Airport near Washington D.C. (I lovingly refer to National 

Airport as my home away from home), I came across a 

section that I had never given much thought to until then. 

The stories that I am about to refer to take place in Chapter 

18 right after Herst tells the reader about the Visiting 

Firemen of Philately. The story goes that, after giving an 

address to a New England stamp club, the club’s treasurer 

offered Herst a check to cover his travel expenses. Since the 

club was only a few hours from Herst’s home and had 

“prepared a particularly nice dinner,” Herst declined the 

offer. 

Upon hearing about Herst’s kind refusal to accept the check, 

the toastmaster got the attention of the members and said 

“Mr. Herst…has declined to accept any compensation for his 

coming here tonight, and suggested that we put the money 

back into the club treasury. But we’re going to do something 

even better. Thanks to Mr. Herst’s generosity, we are going 

to put the money aside, and next year for our annual banquet 

we are going to have a really good speaker.” 

This humorous story is followed shortly by a story of an 

invitation Herst received to speak to a group of students. 

Herst planned for a presentation to high school students but 

realized once he arrived at the school that he would be 

addressing second graders. Herst quickly switched course on 

the material and direction of his intended presentation to one 

that would be more suitable to his audience. 

I decided that the only trips that I would love to add to my 

already busy 2009 travel schedule would be ones that got me 

into classrooms to talk to students of all ages about stamp 

collecting. With the right angle and materials, a presentation 

about the history, geography and fun found throughout 

stamp collecting can reach any non-stamp collecting 

audience from age seven to 77. I have very much enjoyed 

talking about stamps and postal history with elementary 

school students, college students and older adults over the 

past several years. I now want to expand these efforts. 

In order to make this plan a reality, I would like to enlist the 

assistance of the readers of ASD&C and since my birthday 

falls in February it is also a birthday gift request—help me 

find these classrooms and willing teachers. I am looking to 

bring the hands on history, geography and enjoyment of 

stamp collecting to any audience from second graders to 

college students anywhere in the continental United States. 

Is your son or daughter a teacher? Are you a teacher? Do you 

volunteer at a local elementary school or know someone who 

does? Do you have an association with a local college or 

university? If the answer to any of these questions is “Yes” 

and you agree that there is a need to spread the joy of stamp 

collecting to more young people—please contact me via 

email at haimanna@si.edu 

P.S. It would be even more fun to engage a classroom or 

lecture hall full of students with different aspects of stamp 

collecting and then afterwards to make a presentation to a 

local stamp club. I cannot promise to be as entertaining as 

Mr. Herst (though I will try) while updating local stamp club 

members on the efforts nationwide to encourage more young 

people to collect stamps. I promise that I will not be seeking 

a reimbursement for travel expenses or even a good meal. 

As I have said on many occasions, we all have a vested 

interested in seeing the hobby of stamp collecting grow. 

Please be proactive and contact me to discuss the 

possibilities of bringing stamps into a classroom/lecture 

hall near you! 

mailto:haimanna@si.edu
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The Rich & Famous, 

Philatelically Speaking 

The Lindbergh Kidnapping 

By Bill Chandler 

 

Unattainable philately. Buried in the archives and 

museums of America are numerous gems of the hot 

that will never be in the a of a collector. Such is the 

shown here. As postal history, this is a simple 1932 

overpayment of the then one-cent postcard rate. But 

it falls deeply into the category of “historical 

philately as a piece of evidence in the New Jersey 

State Police archives on the kidnapping the son of 

Charles A. and Anne Morrow Lindbergh on March 

1, 1932. 

 

Few collectors are aware—-but many historians 

are—of the unusual postal history like this is on file 

in locked vaults often long-since-forgotten. And 

since such evidence will perpetually remain in 

illustrated here is only one of many postally-used 

items in the evidence files of one of the most 

infamous crimes in American history. 

Was this a legitimate communication from the 

kidnapper? Here is some background: Bruno Richard 

Hauptmann was eventually arrested, tried and 

convicted and executed as kidnapper. But the story 

doesn’t end there. Many experts believe Hauptmann 

was not, in fact, the kidnapper though he was caught 

after passing bills from the ransom money. 

 

Handwriting analysts were unanimous in their 

verdict that this written communication was received 

by the Lindberghs from the kidnapper. But this much 

is known: this post card postmarked March 3, two 

days after the crime. Though not taken seriously at 

the time it was received (many crackpots tried to 

send messages to the victim’s family), the card 

turned out to be in the handwriting of the actual 

kidnapper, whoever he was. 

More attention, at the time, was paid to a letter 

received by the Lindberghs’ attorney, Col. Henry 

Breckinridge, on March 5. However, handwriting 

comparisons between that and the message 

appearing on this card and on other kidnapper 

correspondence turned out to be the same. 

Subsequent to Hauptmann’s arrest—and after he had 

been directed to duplicate in his in his hand some of 

the words and phrases from the kidnapper 

correspondence—several experts agreed that the 

handwriting of Hauptmann and examples received 

from the kidnapper were one and the same. This, 

however, was disputed at the trial by other experts. 

 

In essence, we have a philatelic gem photocopied 

from a secondary source for us by postal historian 

Stephen Suffet. Other messages received from the 

kidnapper(s) were determined, by virtue of 

information only the real kidnapper would know, to 

be legitimate and in fact, were in the same hand on 

this card. 

But the question may always remain: was Bruno 

Richard Hauptmann the kidnapper or was he the 

willing victim of one Isador Fish, the man who 

Hauptmann said gave him the ransom money for 

safekeeping before Fish left the country only to die 

of natural causes in his German homeland? In private 

hands, the postcard would be a major philatelic rarity 

perhaps more intriguing than any mail from the RMS 

Titanic or any Lindbergh flown cover—and perhaps 

worth as much as $500,000. For now, we can only 

marvel at it because we can only picture it here. 

Trivia sidebar: the chief investigator for the NJSP 

was a Col. H. Norman Schwartzkopf, who had an 

even more famous son. 
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More of the Greatest 

By Ron Lesher 

We began a survey last month, looking at some of 

the greatest of U.S. revenue stamps. Let’s recall that 

to be selected the stamp needs to meet one or more 

of the following criteria: visually stunning; 

historically significant; interesting philatelic history; 

recognizable to those outside the hobby. 

 

Let’s begin with the 1933 quarter barrel beer stamp 

that was overprinted “Wine or Fermented Fruit 

Juice.” Only a single copy has been recorded in 

public hands. These stamps were ordered April 15, 

1933, just eight days after 3.2 per cent alcoholic 

beverages were first legalized as nonintoxicating. 

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing delivered 

59,300 copies of this stamp to Internal Revenue in 

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1933; equal numbers 

of overprinted stamps were delivered of two other 

denominations, half barrel and one barrel. However, 

neither the half nor one barrel stamps are currently 

known. 

The use of the fermented fruit juice stamps came into 

being because on March 22, 1933, the Volstead Act 

was altered to change the definition of intoxicating 

beverage from 1/2% to 3.2% alcohol. And thus began 

that quaint period from April 7 through December 5, 

1933 in which the country eased out of National 

Prohibition by first permitting beer and wine that did 

not exceed 3.2% alcohol. The story how the 3.2% 

standard was adopted for wine is interesting. 

Originally, it was proposed that 3.2% beer and 11% 

wine would be defined as nonintoxicating. Fearing 

that this difference might be a deal breaker, William 

Gibbs McAdoo, one of the California senators, 

proposed a compromise that would speed the bill to 

passage. Regrettably, McAdoo never consulted the 

wine makers. Some wine makers actually diluted 

wine to the lower percentage, but the result was a 

watery, unappealing beverage. The result was often 

referred to as “McAdoo wine.” The tax rate was 

$5.00 per barrel and so, even though this stamp only 

has the volume listed in the design (quarter barrel, no 

more than 7 3/4 gallons),  these stamps would have 

paid the requisite $1.25 in taxes. It is for this reason 

that this is one of the stamps called taxpaids by the 

revenue stamp collectors. 

The existence of the barrel-denominated fermented 

fruit juice stamps had been recorded in philately as 

early as the October 1933 Bureau Specialist by Hugh 

M. Southgate, one of the founders of the Bureau 

Issues Association (now the United States Stamp 

Society). E. R. Vanderhoof wrote about the stamps 

in the May 21, 1934 issue of Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp 

News. But both of these reports were based on 

government records, not an actual sighting of a 

stamp. The single known copy was part of the 

legendary collection of the late Morton Dean Joyce 

and later became part of an award winning exhibit of 

wine stamps that was part of the Champion of 

Champions competition in 2004. 

 

The $5 proprietary on green paper earns its place 

among the greatest for its beauty, its rarity, and its 
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interesting philatelic history. The $5 proprietary 

stamp (Scott RB10) is the largest size Scott-listed 

revenue stamp. As reported Thomas Kingsley (The 

Legendary Persian Rug and the Other High-Value 

Civil War Revenue Stamps, 1993) a total of 2848 of 

these stamps were delivered by Internal Revenue (the 

original source was the Annual Reports of the 

Commissioner of Internal Revenue); probably less 

than 125 have survived. Most of the survivors are 

faulty to some degree from the way in which they 

were used. 

Both the vignette and the $5 denomination are 

printed in black. Two colors subsequently became 

standard practice for all the stamps (the $200 and 

$500 documentaries (Scott R132-133, known as the 

small and Persian Rugs respectively actually have 3 

colors) printed by the Joseph R. Carpenter firm. By 

the time that the Carpenter firm lost its contract in 

1875 only 124 of the $5 proprietary stamp had been 

delivered to Internal Revenue. The remaining 39,458 

that had been printed were elivered and are assumed 

to be the source of the remaining stamps that were 

later issued by Internal Revenue. 

As students of revenue stamps of the 1870s know, 

this was a period when stamps were often washed to 

remove the cancellations so they could be reused. In 

the late 1860s the Carpenter firm conducted a series 

of experiments on how to make the stamps less 

vulnerable to the removal of the cancellations. In 

addition to the two color printing mentioned above, 

a special paper that was reactive to the acids used in 

cancellation removal. The special Chameleon paper 

was patented by the Willcox firm that produced it. 

Over the period of use the papers were altered, the 

first called violet silk paper by the Scott catalog. The 

Willcox firm began adding a little green to the paper 

in subsequent deliveries, a shade of paper termed the 

intermediate shade by specialized collectors. By 

1874 the paper was significantly changed and this is 

the true green silk paper in the Scott Specialized. 

The $5 proprietary stamp had been assumed to have 

been printed on both papers and was listed as such in 

the catalogs. But by 1989 after decades of no green 

paper turning up in either auction or dealer stocks, 

the consensus among most collectors was that there 

was no such thing as the $5 on green paper, so the 

Scott catalogue dropped the listing. How ironic is the 

dropping of the listing in 1989 because Morton Dean 

Joyce, the premier collector of U.S. revenues for over 

50 years, died that year. In the first auction of items 

from his collection by the Kelleher firm in June, 

1991, lot number 2991 contained a $5 proprietary on 

green silk paper. To compound that irony, two weeks 

later another $5 proprietary stamp described as being 

on violet silk paper from the Dupont collection was 

sold in a Christies auction. This had a manuscript 

“green paper” written by the late George B. Sloane. 

It was later authenticated as the second green paper. 

The listing of the green paper was restored in the 

1992 Scott Specialized. Subsequently a third copy of 

the green paper has been documented. 

The stories that have been circulated about the use of 

this high denomination stamp are somewhat 

misleading. The venerable Elliott Perry, writing as 

Christopher West, ventures that the high 

denomination proprietaries (beginning with the 10¢ 

stamp) might have been used on compound liquor 

denominated as wine, but freely admits that there are 

taxpaid stamps that had been issued for that specific 

purpose. West ventures further that the use of these 

higher denominations might have been intended for 

paying the import duties on bay rum or bay-water ($1 

per gallon), bay essence or oil (50¢ per ounce), or 

strychnine (opium) $1 per ounce). There is just no 

precedent for using internal revenue stamps for 

paying import duties. They were quite separate 

revenue streams that demanded separate accounting. 

But the cancellations on the high denomination 

proprietary stamps indicate that import firms were 

the primary users. I believe that the simple 

explanation is that these were placed on bulk 

packages and that the internal revenue tax on 

perfumes and cosmetics (roughly 4¢ per $1 of retail) 

was being paid by these stamps. 
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Certainly one of the most storied of the private die 

proprietary stamps is Scott RO129, produced for 

John J. Macklin & Co. of Covington, Kentucky. The 

stamp was printed by the American Phototype 

Company of New York City, the same firm that 

produced match wrappers with included stamp for a 

number of the match manufacturers, notably a series 

of different wrappers for Byam, Carlton & Co. of 

Boston, V. R. Powell of Troy, N.Y., and the Portland 

Match Co. of Portland, Maine. Butler & Carpenter 

and the successor firm of Joseph R. Carpenter were 

never very happy that the American Phototype 

Company got any of the revenue stamp printing 

business. Butler & Carpenter believed that they had 

an exclusive contract. But the realities of intaglio 

printing from engraved plates made the production 

of stamps one at a time on wrappers too expensive, if 

not impossible on the thin tissue quality papers that 

the match manufacturers preferred. And so the 

printing of stamps on wrappers and the bulk of 

imprinted stamps on documents went to the 

American Phototype Company. 

But the Macklin stamp was not printed as an integral 

part of a match wrapper. And  

therein lay the rub. The Boston Revenue Book 

reproduces the correspondence related to Butler & 

Carpenter’s objection to the printing of the Macklin 

stamps by another firm. Butler & Carpenter refused 

to print from a plate that was not engraved and 

Macklin refused to pay for the production of another 

(i.e., engraved) plate on the grounds that they had 

paid American Phototype for one plate already. 

Macklin lost the battle and so it is likely that this 

stamp was in production for less than two years. 

The Macklin stamp features a chicken as the central 

portion of the design. But the execution of the design 

is generally of a poor quality. Elliott Perry wrote that 

no country printer would consider being the producer 

of such crude work. The design was approved May 

8, 1865. The die proof with the approval signature 

was in the Joyce collection. According to the Boston 

Revenue Book the stamp was issued in 1865 and the 

last delivery took place in 1867. 

Just what chickens have to do with matches is 

unknown, but Macklin who drifted in 

and out of the match manufacturing business in 

various places (including Baltimore, Maryland and 

Atlanta, Georgia) with a number of different 

business partners. At a later date Macklin purchased 

the plate of T. H. Alexander & Co. (Scott RO2) and 

used stamps printed in orange from that plate. 

Interestingly, that stamp also features a chicken as 

the central feature of the design. Later in business 

with another partner in Atlanta, Georgia, Macklin 

ordered stamps printed from the plate earlier used by 

the Maryland Match Co. of Baltimore (RO131). 

Most of the Macklin stamps are found on a thin 

yellowish paper, but there are a number found on a 

thick white paper resembling the paper on which the 

V. R. Powell (Scott RO151) match wrappers were 

printed. Not surprisingly, the Macklin stamps are 

faulty to one degree or another. In a 1994 census the 

existence of only 11 of these were documented. 

Although the Macklin stamp does not have the sheer 

beauty of an engraved stamp, its colorful history 

qualifies it as one of the greatest United States 

revenue stamps.
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                                                                  Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Deepak Jaiswal 

The India Specialist, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                               

(India) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 
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