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New Stamps Celebrate 

the   Holidays With a 

Visit From St. Nick 

Every Christmas, children all around the 

world dream of a visit from St. Nick. The 

U.S. Postal Service celebrates that highly 

anticipated event with four new stamps, 

sold in booklets of 20. 

The first-day-of-issue event for A Visit 

From St. Nick Forever stamps was free and 

open to the public.  
 

Who:  Scott Bombaugh, vice president, chief technology officer, U.S. Postal 

Service, served as dedicating official. 

 

Where: United States Post Office 

              45 N. Kringle Place 

              Santa Claus, IN 47579 

 

Background: 
St. Nick — Santa Claus — is one of our most recognized and beloved cultural 

icons, his jolly laugh and smiling eyes a happy reminder that Christmas is near. 

 

European immigrants brought to their new country folk characters that over the 

years became our present-day Santa Claus. 

 

A Visit from St. Nick stamps feature four festive, vividly colored designs that 

evoke the story of Santa’s visit on Christmas Eve. 

 

In the first stamp, Santa stands on a snowy rooftop against a star-filled, pink-

hued sky, his sack slung across his back and one leg inside the red-brick 

chimney. 

 

The next stamp shows Santa as he descends through the chimney, his legs 

dangling over the hearth, clad in black boots and his trademark fur-trimmed suit. 
 

 A log sits in the grate of the red-brick fireplace, while three green stockings, 

with white toes and heels, hang on the mantel. 

 

The third stamp is a close-up of a winking Santa set against a green background. 

The fourth shows Santa in his sleigh, with four reindeer visible, as they fly 

across the face of the full moon in a dark, starlit sky. 

 

Art director Greg Breeding designed the stamps with original art by Brad 

Woodard. 

 

The A Visit from St. Nick stamps are being issued as Forever stamps. These 

Forever stamps are always equal in value to the current First-Class Mail 1-ounce 

price. 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:Papa_hilton@yahoo.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
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Presidents Message 

Filatelic Fiesta is just a few days away and I want to 

take this opportunity to write more about core 

element of our show: hospitality. While this is 

nothing new to many of us, I still feel the need to 

express the importance of its many dimensions. 

We’ve offered free coffee, water, and a variety of 

food for the past several years and if we’re known as 

“that show with free coffee and donuts”, then so be 

it. I’m happy to admit that part of what I like about 

Costco are the cheap hot dogs. If selling a big hot dog 

and soda for a small loss incentives people to spend 

several hundred dollars in the store, it’s a great 

investment. Bay Area stamp collectors have choices 

on which stamp show(s) to attend in the fall, so we 

want to be one of the shows in their plans. Our 

hospitality table is a place to relax and enjoy a lite 

snack while chatting with friends. It can create a 

welcoming environment that guests will want to 

return to in the future. 

Hospitality starts with each of us being welcoming 

and friendly with our guests. If we help people feel 

appreciated, we can be proud of our event and build 

a strong base of guests. While this is great result, I 

want to propose that we take it to another level.  

All the local stamp clubs urgently want to grow their 

membership. I believe the best way to do this is to 

engage the people who come to a stamp show in a 

conversation about the virtues of being a member of 

a club. The coffee and snacks are a conversation 

starter to reach out to people. Naturally, we respect 

those who don’t want to talk and perhaps just hand 

them a club flier. The goodies are a way to open a 

conversation that points out the many terrific reasons 

to visit their local stamp club. We don’t need to “sell” 

them on paying for a membership on the spot – just 

visit a meeting.  Getting to know others who share 

your interest in stamps is a great reason to check out 

a meeting. There are also many ways to get involved 

in the philatelic community and grow as a philatelist. 

If someone just wants to get stamps for their 

collection, the SJSC has a HUGE assortment of 

stamps available to its members – some estimate as 

many as 2-3 million stamps sorted by country and 

popular topics. The club also has a nice assortment 

of covers and a great inventory of Showguard 

mounts.  

We are expecting members of the Monterey, 

Fremont, and Pajaro Valley Stamp Clubs joining us 

at Filatelic Fiesta. Everyone will join in talking up 

each of the other clubs. Members of all the clubs will 

support each other in talking up the virtues of stamp 

club membership.  

Brian 
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International Mail Service Suspensions 

On Oct 15 the United States Postal Service announced that it is temporarily suspending international mail acceptance for 

certain destinations due to impacts related to the COVID-19 pandemic and other unrelated service disruptions. Listed 

below are the countries that currently have mail suspensions. 

  

Suspension 
  

Afghanistan French Guiana   New Zealand** Syria 

Australia * Guadeloupe Papua New Guinea Tajikistan 

Bhutan Laos Reunion (Bourbon) Timor-Leste 

Brunei Liberia Saint Pierre and Miquelon (Miquelon)   Turkmenistan 

Central African Republic   Libya Samoa Yemen 

Chad Mayotte Sierra Leone   

Cuba Mongolia South Sudan   

  

Customers: please refrain from mailing items addressed to the countries listed here, until further notice. 

  

These service disruptions affect Priority Mail Express International® (PMEI), Priority Mail International® (PMI), First-

Class Mail International® (FCMI), First-Class Package International Service® (FCPIS®), International Priority Airmail® 

(IPA®), International Surface Air Lift® (ISAL®), and M-Bag® items. 

  

*Australia’s service disruption affects Priority Mail International® (PMI), First-Class Package International Service® 

(FCPIS®), Commercial ePacket (CeP), International Priority Airmail® (IPA®) packets, International Priority Airmail® 

(IPA®) M-Bags, International Surface Air Lift® (ISAL®) packets, International Surface Air Lift® (ISAL®) M-Bags, and 

Airmail M-Bags. 

  

**New Zealand’s service disruption affects Priority Mail International® (PMI), First-Class Package International Service® 

(FCPIS®), Commercial ePacket (CeP), International Priority Airmail® (IPA®) packets, International Priority Airmail® 

(IPA®) M-Bags, International Surface Air Lift® (ISAL®) packets, International Surface Air Lift® (ISAL®) M-Bags, and 

Airmail M-Bags. 

  

Unless otherwise noted, service suspensions to a particular country do not affect delivery of military and diplomatic mail. 

  

For already deposited items, 

other than GXG:       
  

  

Postal Service employees endorse them “Mail Service Suspended — Return to 

Sender” and then place them in the mail stream for return. 

  

For any returned item bearing  

a customs form:       
       

  

The Postal Service will, upon request, refund postage and fees on mail  returned due 

to the suspension of service. 

  

For all other returned items not 

bearing a customs declarations 

form:      

  

 The Postal Service will, upon request, refund postage and fees on mail 

returned due to the suspension of service, or 

 The sender may remail them with the existing postage once service has been 

restored. When remailing under this option, customers must cross out the 

markings “Mail Service Suspended — Return to Sender.” 
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A Great Survivor - Part Three 

1944-1970 

by Ian Greenwood 

Sometime in August 1944 the last German soldier was driven off Soviet soil. The new People’s Commissar for Communications, 

Konstantin Yakovlevich Sergeichuk, had been in post for only a couple of weeks, and already his in-tray was overflowing. His 

task was to replace every telephone wire, every overhead cable and every radio installation deliberately destroyed by the retreating 

enemy; and to re-establish the smooth running of telegraphic and postal communications throughout the Union. Meanwhile, by 

this time, the state printing factory, Goznak, would have made the 900-mile journey from their safe haven at Krasnomarsk, near 

Perm, westwards to Moscow. With Goznak (according to one source) travelled Head Artist Ivan Ivanovich Dubasov, unless (as 

another claims) he was already in Moscow to welcome them back. 

The link between the People’s Commissar and the Goznak Head Artist has not been easy to establish. 

We do know, however, that Sergeichuk (right) gave some thought to what must have seemed, in those 

hectic days, one of his less urgent matters. Here he is, quoted a dozen years later: 

Postage stamps have become, in the years of Soviet rule, miniature works of art that reflect the events 

of our epoch and that have commanded wide respect. Aside from their primary purpose – to be tokens 

of postage payment – the postage stamps of the USSR also fulfil the role of propagandist and agitator.   

Dubasov, if not exactly an agitator, still had propagandist work to do. Now was the time to 

commemorate the heroic deeds of the Red Army as they pressed on to Berlin. The third set of ‘War 

Heroes’ featured such figures as prolific machine-gunner Nuradilov, brave fighter ace Safonov, and 

legendary female sniper Kovshova. 

                         

Soviet war heroes Khanpasha Nuradilov, who 'destroyed 920 fascists'; Boris Safonov, pilot who died protecting a PQ Arctic 

convoy;  Natalya Kovshova, sniper, with her spotter Maria Polivanova. 

There’s a similarity of design structure in the two landscape stamps, despite the fact that the sniper and her observer could not 

practically be portrayed doing their normal job – here they throw their last grenades at the German troops who were to overwhelm 

them. 

In 1945, as the business of stamp design and production began to resume normal service, Dubasov still personally designed twenty 

of the 42 stamps issued. He would never approach this proportion in the years to come, as a new team of designers came to the 

fore, and his old colleague, the redoubtable V.V.Zavialov, returned to the fold after war absence. As for the narrative power of 

his wartime stamps, Dubasov soon abandoned the style; indeed, many of his post-war stamps challenge the assumption that all 
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stamps are by definition designed. Photographs are cropped and well-known portraits or paintings reproduced, while imaginative 

exercises in original stamp design are generally absent. 

This may not entirely have been a matter of personal inclination. Post-war Soviet cultural policy had entered a period of 

nationalism, isolationism and repression – the zhdanovshchina, named after its proponent, Party Secretary Andrei Zhdanov. 

Although initially directed at Russian literature, it soon spread to other areas of cultural life. For their part, stamps depicted safe, 

traditional and long-dead figures – not all of them, frankly, in the front line of Russian achievement. From 1945 until the final 

dismantling of Stalin’s legacy in 1956, precisely two stamps featured non-Russians (Victor Hugo in 1952 and Friedrich Schiller 

in 1955). 

                              

In the immediate post-war years, there is more creativity around the edges than in the main image.  Here, a portrait of Gorky, a 

photograph of Moscow, and a painting by Levitan require little in the way of design'. 

Zhdanov’s policy was popular with the ageing Stalin, whose paranoid, bullying style was resumed after the war, and again reached 

out (as it had done in the 1930s) to the Ministry of Communications. In 1947 a delegation to an International Conference in the 

USA was headed up by Sergeichuk’s deputy, A.D.Fortushenko. Someone did not like this man, words were whispered, and 

Fortushenko found himself in the dock on trumped-up charges of spying. Sergeichuk riskily went over the head of the feared 

Lavrenty Beria, calling in favours from Stalin himself. His deputy was spared the bullet and packed off to the gulag, but 

Sergeichuk had to resign. 

Happily, this proved to be the last hiccup in the fortunes of the Communications Ministry to which Ivan Dubasov was ultimately 

answerable. Fortushenko was rehabilitated in 1953, Sergeichuk eventually returned to the Ministry, and his successor Nikolay 

Psurtsev remained in post throughout Dubasov’s long career, retiring in 1975. By then, the USSR’s stamp issuing policy had 

changed considerably. 

The artists, designers and engravers who created postage stamps were largely anonymous to a wider public. As the daughter of 

one of them writes: “They were not accepted into the Union of Artists of the USSR, they were rarely in newspapers, and due to 

the nature of production were not represented in exhibitions of works.” Engravers were not allowed to add their names (nor even 

minuscule initials or private signs) to what was deemed to be a team effort. Nor, of course, were postage stamps the only (or even 

main) aspect of their work. Banknote design, in particular, is more often highlighted in the rare references to these men and 

women, whose names also crop up on greetings card websites – but less so on the philatelic Internet. Many are known only by 

their initials – S.A.Pomansky, who became Head Artist on Dubasov’s retirement, E.S.Bulanova, the first woman to design a 

Russian stamp, V.V.Pimenov, E.N.Gundobin. Goznak, however, could feel like a family concern. Vasily Zavialov, by some way 

its most prolific artist, worked alongside his sons Alexander and Leo; the husband-and-wife team of Sharov and Sharova designed 

eight sets in the 1960s; Valentin Nikitin met and married his wife Tatiana, both engravers. Over all this, Ivan Ivanovich Dubasov 

presided benignly, “very clever and tactful, a model for us in life and in work. In the artists’ studio he encouraged a creative 
atmosphere and the desire to paint. Dubasov was primarily a wonderful draughtsman and taught everyone by example.” 
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Lydia Mayorova, artist-engraver whose memoir reveals much about working at Goznak with Ivan Dubasov; Vasily Zavialov, 

Goznak's most prolific designer, who covered Dubasov's absence in the 1930s, and was himself missing from records from 1938-

1946. 

So remembered Lydia Mayorova, one of a talented intake of engravers who worked at Goznak from the 1960s. Recess-printed 

stamps had been rare in the previous decade, their engravers often anonymous. The death of Stalin in March 1953 had prompted 

a period of uncertainty: a mere twenty-one stamps were produced in a year when successor politicians jockeyed for position, 

despatching the once-mighty Lavrenty Beria to summary death and no doubt forcing many others to guess which way the wind 

would blow. There was to be no repeat of 1924, when Dubasov was required to produce the mourning 

stamp for Lenin within 24 hours of the leader’s death. Mourning for Stalin, in 

the form of stamp issues, required judgment. When the first stamp came, a death 

anniversary single issue, it featured the traditional portrait (left).  At the end of 

that year, Stalin reappeared as a young man in a two-stamp recess set (right). 

Dubasov was responsible for both, almost as if unwilling to delegate the job to 

anyone on his team. And that was it. As far as the Soviet Union was concerned, 

there were to be no more Stalin stamps. 

The connection may be slender, but 1956 saw major changes both in the USSR 
and in the stamp-issuing policy for which Goznak was responsible. In the wider 
world it was Khrushchev’s 20th Party Congress speech which wiped away any 
lingering trace of Stalinism and heralded a new, more liberal, more internationalist Russia, confident 

in its opposition to the capitalist west, forging ahead with the space race in which, until the moon landings in 1969, it was to 
match, if not exceed, its ideological enemy. As for Soviet stamps, they doubled in annual numbers, on average releasing at least 
one set, or single issue, per week. In 1956 the Scotsman Burns and the Irishman Shaw featured on literary stamps; a year later 
the Englishmen Fielding (novelist) and Harvey (physician) joined them, and artists, composers and writers from all over the 
world followed suit (though American representation was initially confined to Franklin and 

Longfellow). Recess-printed stamps, the Rolls-Royce of production design, 
became a regular feature, with a new team of engravers contributing high-class 

work and offsetting, to some extent, the more routine productions of a country 

newly-dedicated to thematic stamp-collecting. As stamp production  increased, 

so Ivan Dubasov’s personal contributions became less frequent. A couple of 

distinguished three-stamp sets in 1958 are more properly the creations of 

veteran engraver S.Aferov (Lenin, left) and his pupil Tatiana Nikitina (Marx, 

right) than the Head Artist, their nominal designer. From then, until his 

retirement a dozen years later, Dubasov was to design only five further stamps, 

all portraits.  

Perhaps Lydia Mayorova, the engraver, speaks for most collectors when 

towards the end of her life she wrote: 

Stamps are not considered in books of art. No section dedicated to them can be found in a single consolidated work on the history 

of art: neither in the chapters on drawing nor in the chapters on arts and crafts. Stamps are a kind of miniature graphic; 
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experience and practice has shown that both in artistic achievement, as well as in the mass of its distribution, they deserve more 

attention and evaluation as a significant phenomenon of artistic culture. 

Such anonymity extends to designers. This is borne out rather well in a 1993 publication on the subject of World War II 

propaganda. Despite the fact that two pages are devoted to large colour reproductions of Soviet stamps – eighteen of them, the 

work of eight different designers (Dubasov is represented seven times) – beneath every one the author has written “Artist 

unknown”. 

Much, of course, remains genuinely unknown. A couple of recent articles in popular Russian magazines which enthuse about Ivan 

Dubasov and mention interesting moments in his long career entirely omit the ‘blank’ period in the 1930s when he contributes no 

stamp designs for five years. They do not comment on the conditions of the war years, much less the precise relationship between 

the Head Artist at Goznak and those above him in the hierarchy, right up to the ill-fated People’s Commissars of the 1930s, or the 

two Ministers of the post-war period. It’s possible that we might learn more from Ronald Cohn and Jesse Russell’s book Ivan 

Ivanovich Dubasov, but unfortunately the book is (a) ‘unavailable’, (b) in Russian, and (c) may in fact be about a nineteenth-

century educator of exactly the same name. 

One of this writer’s favourite Dubasov stamps is his notably unfussy Lenin design, made in 1965. It is classically simple, its 

carefully modulated colours and roman typeface balancing the left-facing bust of the Union’s founder. It shows no more than is 

necessary, as if putting behind him forever the ornately-decorated borders of the previous decade, or the sloganeering action-

pieces of the decade before that. It even incorporates an understated trompe-l’oeil, the right-hand element of the design offset 

slightly above the left. Set beside his iconic ‘shadow’ Lenin of 1924, it is as if the Head Artist has come full circle. 

                                                                 

                                                  Dubasov, Lenin 1965                                  Dubasov, Lenin 1924 

In 1966 the Communist Party of the Soviet Union decreed that topical (thematic) stamp-collecting was the correct way 

forward, an order that will have made its way down via Communications Minister Psurtsev to DIEZPO (the Directorate for 

Publication and Forwarding Postage Stamps),  whose Editorial Artistic Committee 

will have begun their commissions. Within a year Sports and Pastimes appeared, 

followed by Fur-bearing Animals and Space Fantasies, then Paintings and Horse-

Breeding. One wonders what the evidently traditional Ivan Dubasov made of all this. 

Certainly he designed none of the sets. His final work, in 1970, was a gold-embossed 

commemoration of the October Revolution (right), less restrained than the 1965 

Lenin, but also released as a miniature sheet, perhaps as a personal tribute to the Head 

Artist himself. 

At the end of many long-serving careers it is not always exhaustion or waning powers that prompts the final decision to go: 

as likely is the feeling that the world is changing into a less easy-going, less civilised place. Lydia Mayorova remembers 

fondly that, under Dubasov, “once a month we were given a free, so-called ‘creative day’ for drawing. We had to prepare 

for this day, and then discuss together a new drawing or watercolour. Ivan Dubasov would very tactfully, but accurately and 

with humour, evaluate each new piece of work. Looking at my old pictures, I still remember some of his observations and 

comments...”. But it was not to last, and these creative days were eventually cancelled “to save money”. After his retirement 

in 1971 “new, tougher rules for artists were introduced, such as ‘productivity of labour’, etc.”. 

That sardonic etc....  really, some things never change. 
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Aleutian Islands Campaign 

 

US #2697e – from the 1942: Into the Battle WWII souvenir sheet 

On June 3, 1942, Japanese forces kicked off the 14-month Aleutian 

Islands Campaign.  The campaign’s two Japanese invasions were the 

only ones on US soil during the war. 

 

 

US #3330 – In 1935, Mitchell told Congress, “I believe that in the future, whoever holds 

Alaska will hold the world. I think it is the most important strategic place in the world.” 

Before World War II, Japan had gathered information on Alaska’s Aleutian Islands, 

though none of it was up-to-date by 1942.  It was in 1942 that the Japanese decided to 

attack the Aleutian Islands to prevent the US from launching their own attack across the 

Northern Pacific.  Some historians have also suggested that the invasion of the Aleutian 

Islands was a diversion to draw the US Pacific Fleet away from the Midway Atoll, which 

the Japanese attacked on June 4. 

The Japanese plan was to launch an air attack on Dutch Harbor followed by an 

amphibious attack on the island of Adak, 480 miles west.  Japanese troops were ordered 

to destroy any American defenses there, however, the island was undefended.  After this, 

they would conduct landings at Kiska, 240 miles west of Adak, and Attu, 180 miles west of Kiska. 

However, US Naval intelligence had cracked the Japanese code and knew of the looming attack by May 21, 

1942.  At the time, there were about 45,000 US soldiers in Alaska, many of which were air force personnel and 

engineers – with only about 2,300 infantry troops spread across three bases. 

US #2697e – Colorano Silk Cachet First Day 

Cover 

Once American intelligence learned of the 

impending Japanese attack, Air Force 

reconnaissance planes were sent out to search for 

the fleet.  On June 2, one of these planes spotted 

the fleet 800 miles southwest of Dutch 

Harbor.  However, bad weather prevented them 

from tracking the fleet later in the day. 

https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/2697e/USA/
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/3330/USA/
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/SID/316042
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US #2697e – Fleetwood First Day Cover 

On June 3, 1942, the Japanese started a two-day 

bombing of Dutch Harbor.  Only about half of 

the bombers achieved their goals, however, as 

many got lost in the dark and fog and crashed in 

the ocean.  Seventeen Japanese planes reached 

the base, but were immediately subjected to 

intense anti-aircraft fire and attacks from Air 

Force fighters.  The Japanese pilots were 

surprised by the American response and quickly 

dropped their bombs and rushed back to their 

carriers, inflicting minimal damage.  The 

Japanese returned the next day better prepared 

and inflicted more damage to the oil storage tanks, hospital, and beached barracks ship. 

US #2635 – The Japanese invasion of the Aleutians helped hasten construction of the 

Alaska Highway, which had begun three months earlier. 

Bad weather made it difficult for American pilots to sink the Japanese ships as they were 

ordered.  However, the weather also forced the Japanese to cancel their planned invasion 

of Adak.  However, they proceeded with their attacks on Kiska on June 6 and Attu on 

June 7.  These invasions shocked America.  Many in America feared that if the Japanese 

retained control of the Aleutian Islands, they could launch attacks on the US West Coast. 

The US Air Force set up a base on Adak Island from which to bomb the Japanese on 

Kiska.  Navy ships and submarines also patrolled the area, engaging the Japanese fleet 

on several occasions.  In March 1943, American forces successfully eliminated the 

Japanese supply convoys in the Battle of the Komandorski Islands.  In May 1943, 

American infantry launched Operation Landcrab, to recapture Attu.  The grisly battle 

saw one of the largest banzai charges of the Pacific campaign, but ultimately the 

Japanese force there was decimated. 

US #C53 – This campaign brought greater recognition 

of Alaska’s economic and strategic importance, fueling 

calls for statehood, which was achieved in 1958. 

In August 1943, a combined force of 34,426 US and 

Canadian troops landed on Kiska, after a three-week 

barrage.  However, they found the island had been 

abandoned two weeks earlier and the campaign was 

declared over by August 15.  The campaign has been 

called the “Forgotten Battle” because it was 

overshadowed by several other battles.  Several areas 

from the battle were later placed on the National Register 

of Historic Places or declared National Historic 

Landmarks. 

 

https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/SID/316041
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/2635/USA/
https://www.mysticstamp.com/Products/United-States/C53/USA/
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This Day in History…  July 3, 1775                                         

Washington Takes Command of the Continental Army  

On July 3, 1775, George Washington took command of the Continental Army 

at Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

As America fought its war for independence against the British, it was decided 

that a commander in chief was needed to lead the newly established 

Continental Army.  Several men were considered, including John Hancock. 

Washington was among those in consideration and he arrived at the Second Continental Congress in full 

military uniform, signaling his intention to fight in the war.  While some argued against Washington, the 

Continental Congress ultimately decided that his Virginian roots would help garner support from the southern 

colonies.  Washington was officially appointed the commander of the Continental Army on June 16.  In his 

acceptance speech, he said, “I am truly sensible of the high Honor done to me in this appointment…  I do not 

think myself equal to the Command I am honored with.” 

Although he was faced with the very real threat of death, either in battle or following a conviction 

for treason, Washington refused compensation for his service and asked only to have his 

expenses reimbursed.  Within days of receiving his commission, Washington left for 

Massachusetts, where his army awaited. 

On July 3, 1775, Washington officially took command of the 14,500-member Continental Army 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts, riding out ahead of them and drawing his sword.  Many of the troops were 

suspicious of the outsider they’d never heard of.  But Washington was determined to transform the ragtag band 

of undisciplined men into a well-structured army.  At Cambridge, it was evident that Washington possessed the 

leadership qualities to guide America through her fight for Independence. 

The Washington at Cambridge Stamp  
                                                                                                          

The 1925 Washington at Cambridge stamp is part of the Lexington-Concord Issue, which was 

the first set of US postage stamps to honor the War of Independence.  Although part of the 

Lexington-Concord issue, US #617 pictures General George Washington leading colonial 

forces at Cambridge Common on July 3, 1775.  This was two-and-a-half months after the 

battles at Lexington and Concord.  A driving factor for this scene’s inclusion in the set was 

due to the famed “Washington Elm.”  According to legend, Washington stood under the elm 

tree as he took command of the Continental Army. . 

Over the years, the tree was badly damaged and was accidentally knocked over during repair attempts in 1923.  

Revolutionary War scholars debate the historical accuracy of the scene pictured on this stamp.  Some protest that 

the army would have been too busy and not properly trained to assemble in the way shown.  Whether the story is 

true or not, a plaque stands where the tree once did, according to the Cambridge Historical Commission, “not 

because Washington ever stood there, but as a monument to a belief.” 
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

        Stampbay, Inc, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                                                                         

Web site:  www.stampbay.com                                                                                                                                                        

(India including India used abroad) 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 
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