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2022 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti ………… ..408 723 0122 

 

Secretary   

*Dave Gilman  ……….……..408 264 1953 

  Sanjosegilmans@gmail.com 

                                                      

Treasure 

*Andy Hilton…………………408 3771442 

Papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster/Newsletter 

Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

SJSC Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net  

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2021 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Andy Hilton ……….……... 408 377 1442 

papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Awards Chairman 

Open 

 

_______________________________ 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

Casey Jo White Named to American Philatelic 

Research Library Board 

6/29/2022 

APS President Bob Zeigler appointed Casey Jo White as Trustee of the 

American Philatelic Research Library Board. Her six-year term begins in 

August at the Great American Stamp Show through 2028. White replaces 

APRL President Ken Grant, who will be leaving the APRL Board due to 

term limits. Two of the eight Trustees are appointed by the APS 

President, subject to approval by the APS Board of Directors. 

Casey Jo White is a philatelic researcher and writer from Shelbyville, 

Indiana. She graduated from Franklin College in 2010 with a major in 

English and minors in Journalism and Creative Writing. Before her 

current position, she worked in radio news and education. In 2014, she 

started working with Mike Farrell to organize, research, and display his 

collection of US stamps, postal history, and ephemera. Outside of her 

work at the Farrell Collection, Casey writes about postal history for her 

blog and several philatelic publications. Her articles have been published 

in The Penny Post, The American Revenuer, and The American 

Philatelist. She has written and designed award-winning exhibits and 

presentations for the American Philatelic Society at Stamp Shows and 

online as Stamp Chats. Casey Jo currently serves as editor of The Penny 

Post. 

Within the philatelic community, Casey is a member of multiple 

organizations. She is the webmaster of the Carriers and Locals Society, a 

member of the American Topical Association Board of Directors, and a 

member of the American Philatelic Society Membership Committee. She 

is also a member of the Indiana Stamp Club and American First Day 

Cover Society. 

In 2021, the APS Board of Directors recognized Casey Jo with the 

Nicholas G. Carter Award for Volunteer Service in the Young Philatelist 

category. 

Casey Jo lives with her husband, Pasqui Boussery, their three cats, and a 

Guinea pig. She volunteers at the local art gallery, creating and displaying 

her First Day Cover cachets and other artwork. She is also a Franklin 

Skate Club artistic roller skating team member. Her collecting interests 

are Christmas mail and topicals involving toys and games. 
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Presidents Message 

Keeping Stamp Collecting Relevant in the 

21st Century 

All of us want stamp collecting continue to be a 

strong and viable hobby. That means making an 

investment in supporting a wide range of people 

starting a collection with a great diversity of 

collections. Since most people use very few stamps 

in their day-to-day lives, collecting stamps don’t 

seem relevant anymore. It is up us who already 

collect to show people how collecting stamps can 

still be a lot of fun and interesting today.  

When I talk to people outside the hobby, the first 

response I get is: “Oh, do people still do that?” The 

next response is “Why?” with the following question 

being: “Aren’t there a lot of rules to collect stamps?”  

These questions are systemic of just how irrelevant 

far too many people see our beloved hobby. I believe 

everyone in the hobby at all levels and roles need to 

work towards keeping stamp collecting relevant in 

the 21st century.  

First and foremost, more people need to see a reason 

to collect. I’ve written about this before and don’t 

want to repeat too much, but prospective collectors 

see an inspiration to do so.  

One important aspect of keeping stamp collecting 

relevant is to embrace new tools and resources. The 

new digital catalogs are one example of new 

generation tools. That is why I hosted the 

presentation by Scott Catalog editor-in-chief Jay 

Bigalke to give a presentation in June. Of course, 

while continuing to buy the printed catalogs, it’s 

important that we acknowledge this move forward.  

Don’t get me wrong, I totally respect traditional 

collecting. Proof is my own collection is an “old 

fashioned” US collection in a Scott National Album 

and I have no intention of changing it.  As the 

collection develops and moves forward I will 

incorporate new generation tools. This includes 

using the magnifier app on my phone instead of the 

glass one I’ve used for years.  

A strong future for our hobby is very much within 

reach. A few things that we can look for to build our 

hobby include the following: 

Embrace 21st Century technology: To be relevant 

going forward, our hobby needs to embrace the 

future and not reject it. We can start moving forward 

in a variety of ways. A few samples include: 

 Digital Scott catalogs. This is an important 

step forward for this seminal philatelic tool. No more 

lugging heavy catalogs around or waiting for 

updates. An important resource is an image of each 

stamp instead of just one in a set. 

 Magnifier Applications: Want to take a close 

look at a stamp but don’t have a magnifier handy? 

We all keep our cell phones handy and many now 

come with a magnifier application that can allow you 

zoom in extremely closely. The app on Apple phones 

is very excellent.   

 Social Media: Facebook and other social 

media sites already have extensive groups for 

exchanging information.  

Continued on next page 
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Keep Stamps in the public eye: While most people use very few stamps another way to keep the hobby relevant 

is to keep stamps in the public eye with the following as a few suggestions on how.  

Stamp books in mass market bookstores: I’d love to see the “Hobby” section in book stores have a few 

stamp collecting books. There are plenty of coin collecting books, but zero on stamps.  

Hobby Stores: (Michaels, Hobby Lobby) Does it strike anybody else as a bit “odd” that the biggest hobby 

stores don’t have ANY stamp collecting supplies? Not stamps, but they could carry stock sheets, tongs, and 

hinges. They already sell a few things that are useful to collectors but could do so much more.  

eBay: A few customizations to listings for stamps could make search results so much more accurate that 

many more people would list and search.   

Our hobby can have a great future that melds the best of our past and embraces new ideas and technologies. It 

will take a concerted effort by every level and aspect of our hobby. The alternative is to just keep doing things 

like we’ve done before, and the hobby will wither away. Sorry if that’s dire, but I firmly believe action is required. 

I’m open to hearing others thoughts and ideas on this. Please speak up. 

 

Brian 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club Resources: Stamps and Mounts 

Brian Jones 

Our club has the wonderful resource of a huge inventory of stamps and mounts. Some have estimated the quantity 

to be in low millions of stamps. While most of the stamps are common and of little cash value, there are plenty 

of “gems” to anyone who invests the time to look through them.  

Most of the stamps that get donated to the club are part of an “accumulation” and not really a stamp “collection”. 

Stamps arrive in a variety of small boxes and envelopes and few are neatly mounted or sorted. Therefore, everyone 

who uses the inventory owes a HUGE debt of thanks to Dave Gilman for soaking thousands of stamps that where 

donated on-paper. John Kochever has sorted many, many thousands of random stamps into glassines by country 

and popular topics.  

Most stamps are in #7 glassines that are placed in shoe box size storage boxes. As someone has handled MANY 

of these stamps, I know there are some hard to find issues whose catalog value doesn’t represent how hard they 

can be to find.   

Donations have also included a wide assortment of stamp mounts. The inventory is especially strong in black 

back mounts in the larger sizes. Anybody needing a larger size should check the club inventory before buying. 

There are few of the small precut sizes for US commemoratives, and a modest quantity of clear back sizes.  

What do you need to do get access to this inventory? ASK. Yep, it’s just that easy. Just contact me and ask to 

make an appointment. Yes, you are asked to make a donation to the club for what you take. So far, everyone who 

has taken advantage of this resource has made a generous donation, so I have not found it necessary to set strict 

rules.  
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Digital Scott Catalog Presentation 

On June 11th the club hosted Amos Press Senior Editor Jay Bigalke on a Zoom 

session to present the new generation of Scott Stamp Catalogs. First, we owe a great 

debt of appreciation to Jay for taking his personal time to give us this presentation. 

Fifteen people joined the session with only 2 from the SJSC.  

Invitations: Members of the Sequoia, Fremont, Monterey, and Pajaro Stamp Clubs 

where sent an invitation.  An invitation was also sent to those who provided an email 

address on their Filatelic Fiesta sign-in. Approximately 500 invitations where sent 

stamp collectors in the greater Bay Area.  

Presentation: Jay gave a wonderful presentation of the features of the new on-line Scott catalogs. This is a subscription to 

an Internet resource and NOT something that is downloaded to a hardware device. This facilitates the ability to look up a 

value or do a search on any internet connected device. The obverse of this is that the success of a search is dependent on the 

quality of the available internet service. A significant advantage to going digital is always being check a catalog from one’s 

phone or tablet. Everyone knows how heavy and bulky print editions can be. It isn’t practical to bring a print edition 

everywhere, so being able to access it from any internet device is very handy.  

Images: One of the most valuable features of the new on-line catalog is the ability to add images of all stamps. Currently, 

a set of stamps has only one representative image as it would take too much space to include each stamp. Since an on-line 

catalog is not “bound”, it can include an image of each stamp.  

This is a challenging project for the editors to find a high-quality copy to include. This addition is invaluable to anyone who 

has spent time paging through a catalog looking for the stamp in your tongs. Now there is a fighting chance one will find 

the stamp. It might take the catalog editors a few years to add all missing images, but this will be worth waiting for.  

Continued on next page 
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Search: The ability to search the catalog is MAJOR improvement over looking through a paper catalog. Being able to jump 

around and find things quickly is one of the key reasons to invest in this new format. However, the searches are still not 

what they should be and one can get a fair amount of false returns due to numerical coincidence (a number can show up in 

a many unintended listings for a variety of reasons).  

Editions: Initially, digital subscriptions are sold to catalog editions as they are printed. One would subscribe to the same 

editions as would be purchased in print. Recently, several new editions have been offered for British Commonwealth; 

Germany and Areas; France and Colonies; and Portugal and Colonies. This is a huge benefit for those who had to purchase 

many volumes to cover their collecting interests. More special editions are being planned. UN collectors may want to make 

the switch to digital as the US Specialized print version is dropping a lot of UN listings. Another advantage of going digital 

is that updates are available mid-year or as activity dictates. 

Cost: The cost of a digital subscription is less than a print copy, but typically only by $10. Having a digital subscription has 

multiple advantages, but the on-going expense is high for those who would typically only purchase a printed copy every 

few years. It is likely that the annual renewal price will be less than the original subscription price, but those prices haven’t 

been set yet.  

Bottom Line: If your collecting habits can take advantage of digital editions search abilities, the extra images, portability, 

mid-year updates and special editions; then digital editions are for you. If your collecting isn’t going to use the new features, 

then one probably can best be served by buying print editions.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

President Roosevelt, my father, and the Joy of Stamp Collecting 

 
Mike Collins moved from Washington state to San Mateo in January 2022. He is donating most of his stamp collection to 

the San Jose Stamp Club.   Brian 
 

My father, James Daniel Collins, was born in July of 1917, 

in Holyoke Massachusetts.  His parents, Michael J Collins 

and Mary M Rooney, were first generation Irish 

immigrants. Holyoke was a town of water-powered paper 

mills in western Massachusetts. In 1900, Holyoke also had 

the largest percentage immigrant population in the United 

States, especially from Ireland, French Canada, Poland, and 

Italy.  In 1931, Jim contracted polio, which crippled and 

killed many Americans before vaccine was developed. 

Future President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had contracted 

polio in 1921.  In 1924, Roosevelt (at the left) had first 

visited the now-famous natural hot springs at Warms 

Springs, Georgia.  Later, he bought the ramshackle spa and 

converted it to a modern rehab facility focusing on 

swimming and therapy in the warm, bouyant mineral 

waters.  
 
He loved to host and interact with some of the many 

children who were polio victims. FDR was also an avid 

stamp collector from childhood when he looked to stamps for history, geography and knowledge about the world. “As a polio-
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stricken adult, they offered solace. Throughout his entire life, including his presidency, he spent time each day with his collection, 

which gave the President relaxation during those very tense times. He claimed, ‘I owe my life to my hobbies – especially stamp 

collecting.’ His son James recollected, ‘I have vivid memories of Father sitting at his desk when he had a half hour or hour with 

no appointments . . . with his stamp books and an expression of complete relaxation and enjoyment on his face.” 
 
During the 1930s, he and Postmaster General James A. Farley enthusiastically brainstormed over stamp designs, colors, and 

themes. Roosevelt actually sketched numerous ideas for stamp designs.  
 
Jim Collins’ aunt was the secretary of Holyoke’s long-time mayor Nathan P. Avery. Through his advocacy, this promising student 

was invited to summer treatment at Warm Springs, where he met Roosevelt multiple times. Of course, there was a stamp club and 

Jimmy was elected president of the club and enjoyed the excitement of receiving stamps from legations all over the world, until 

the number of stamps received at the time he left had reached nearly 60,000.  

  
 
The Holyoke paper ran an article “Jimmie 

Collins Tells of His Friendship for President 

Roosevelt.”   The article went on “meeting 

President Franklin D Roosevelt, being elected 

president of a stamp club formed to work for 

the president, and taking prominent part in the 

business and social life of the Merryweather 

Inn, enlivened the convalescence of Jimmy 

Collins, son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Collins 

of 189 Beach Street.  Jimmy is now 16 years 

old. He reported that President 

Roosevelt  enjoyed the water sports and 

games, conversed with the patients at dinner, 

and endeared himself to all the patients with 

his 
jovial manner…It was during the past year 

that the patients decided to form a Stamp 

Club and present their filled albums to President Roosevelt, who is also very interested in collecting stamps.” 
 
At the right,  a photo of FDR’s birthday party.  My dad is the 

second boy on Roosevelt’s right, trying mightily to help blow 

out the candles on the cake. 
 
Jim graduated from Holyoke High, the first home-schooled 

student to do so.  He went to Catholic University, graduated and 

received his PhD in Philosophy from there.  After doing post-

graduate work at Harvard, he taught philosophy and mentored 

graduate students for 30 years until his death in 2015. 
 
Stamp collecting played an important part in Jim’s early life, as 

a window to the larger world and provided many lessons from 

US and world history.  It strengthened his relationship with his 

dad (who also collected stamps) and FDR.  Later on, it was a 

way of learning and playing with me over a common interest.  I 

have many fond memories of the “hidden room” (actually a 
maid’s closet in the Collins family home) where his stamp collection was kept and of much anticipated trips to the Appleton street 

stamp dealer in Holyoke, MA.   
 
Later on  I added my wife’s, her mom’s, and her dad’s collections to the family collection.  I am keeping a core collection (see 

Brian Jones’ article “Dealing with a Stamp Collection You Inherited” in the January 2022 issue of the SJSC Newsletter) 
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representing all of the stamp collectors among my family and our acquaintances. Stamps from Norway represented  a long time 

connection between the Lavik family in Norway and the Laviks (my wife’s fathers name) in the USA.  Stamps and covers from 

the Isle of Man are from a friend on Vancouver Island in Canada.  My wife’s mom had a long time interest in the People’s 

Republic of China and traveled there during the 1980’s.  Thus there are stamps and covers from the PRC..   
 
The bulk of this very generalist collection, that I have added to over the years, does not have great monetary value.  I am happy 

to donate the stamps to the SJSC for the Clubs’ programs for youth and adults.  I am confident that my dad, FDR, and our whole 

family look down with smiles, stamp tongs at the ready, at a gift back to the hobby which has done so much for us. 
 

---Mike Collins, San Mateo 
 

The Rooseveldts: Episode Four: 1920–1933 "The Storm". A film by Ken Burns. https://www.pbs.org/kenburns/the-

roosevelts/episode-4/ 
 

Warm Springs movie (2005)  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warm_Springs_(film) 
 

 

 

       

 

                                                                 

                         Jimmie Collins 
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

        Stampbay, Inc, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                                                                         

Web site:  www.stampbay.com                                                                                                                                                        

(India including India used abroad) 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 
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