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2022 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti ………… ..408 723 0122 

 

Secretary   

*Dave Gilman  ……….……..408 264 1953 

  Sanjosegilmans@gmail.com 

                                                      

Treasure 

*Andy Hilton…………………408 3771442 

Papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster/Newsletter 

Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

SJSC Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net  

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2022 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Andy Hilton ……….……... 408 377 1442 

papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Awards Chairman 

Open 

 

_______________________________ 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

PO Box 730993 

San Jose, CA 95173 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

 

In Person Meeetings Again! 

 

We can FINALLY resume having stamp club meetings at the SJ Pearl 

Ave Library again.  

Therefore out next meeting will be on Wednesday, August 3rd starting 

at 7:00pm. 

You can enter through the Community Room external door at the left of 

the building. 

 

Club Meeting:  

 First, I'm anxious for us to reconnect with each other 

 REALLY need a presentation: Who's going to volunteer? 

o Please volunteer to talk for about 15-20 minutes. 

o If you can't be ready next week, volunteer for a future 

meeting.   

 Does anybody want to join over Zoom?  

o I'm fine with setting it up if members want to use it. 

Please RSVP. 

o Just don't want to waste time setting it up if nobody is 

going to connect 

o  

 Meeting Agenda 

o Club news and status 

 We've received several donations recently 

o Filatelic Fiesta Update 

 Leaders give a brief update 

o Presentation  

__________________________________________________________ 

Hey Gang!!    This is huge.   The club has adopted an “out of sight, 

out of mind attitude” which has led to things being stale.  We can 

now reconnect and get back to normal.  Let’s get the club going 

again.  We have new members to welcome the right way, a show to 

organize and produce and an opportunity to reconnect.  Zoom was 

necessary but doesn’t cut it long term so don’t waste this chance to 

get things right again.  I’m may even drive to San Jose for this first 

meeting back at the library.  Ed. 

 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:Sanjosegilmans@gmail.com
mailto:Papa_hilton@yahoo.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:papa_hilton@yahoo.com
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
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Presidents Message 

Key Benefit of Club is Going Largely Unused 

Club members should be proud of how we use 

donated stamps to help youth and beginning 

collectors. Over the years, we have supported over 

800 Scouts earn the stamp collecting merit badge; 

hosted a stamp collecting booth at Scout-O-Rama; 

Christmas stamp program; and other activities. There 

are plans to expand these programs now that appears 

the pandemic is getting under control.  

The SJSC has been fortunate to receive many 

donations over the years to support these projects. 

We have largely worked on sorting these stamps for 

use in these programs. This largely means that they 

sorted by country or topic. Consequently, we have 50 

boxes of stamps in glassines sorted by country. Yes, 

the vast majority of these stamps are very common 

and probably already in most collections. Some have 

estimated our inventory at 2-3million stamps. 

However, those who have taken time to look through 

them have found some difficult to find issues.  

I feel compelled to once again acknowledge that 

Dave Gilman has wrinkled fingers from soaking on-

paper stamps. John Kochever is due a repeat 

acknowledgement for many hours he spent turning 

boxes of mixed “stuff” into a neat stack of sorted 

stamps in glassines. Everyone can contribute to 

enhancing our inventory in their own way. NO, you 

don’t spend as much time as Dave and John, but your 

contribution is appreciated.  

If you invest the time to dig into our club inventory, 

you could: 

 Find stamps to fill holes in your existing 

collection 

o While most stamps have low catalog 

value, some better issues “sneak” in 

as not all of us help process donations 

don’t know catalog value. 

o Some issues are a lot harder to find 

than their catalog value would 

indicate 

 Discover items you didn’t know about that 

will enhance your collection 

 Decide to expand your collecting in some 

way after finding unexpected material 

You can look through these materials by making an 

appointment with me, Brian. You may spend time in 

my living room or check out a box(s) to take home. 

It is great if you can a little more organization to the 

box. Every box can use a more organization, so 

please do your part to contribute.  

Collect first day issue, stamp show, 

flight, or event covers? The club 

has an extensive inventory of 

covers. There is also a modest 

inventory of picture postcards. I’ve 

been using postcards of my 

families home towns and nobody 

took pictures of downtown areas 

back then. They make a nice compliment to my work 

on documenting family history.  

Another asset the club as a deep inventory of black-

backed mounts. I dare say we have a better inventory 

of the larger sizes than many dealers. We’re not as 

strong on the smaller pre-cut US issues. There is a 

modest inventory of clear-back mounts.  

Continued on page 13 
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Artist for Pony 

Cars Stamps 

Will Be at Great 

American 

Stamp Show 

 

 

7/30/2022 

Style and sex appeal.  

We know those words define our stamp collections, but they also apply to pony cars, which grace the five postage 

stamps from the U.S. Postal Service that will be formally issued in a ceremony at 11 a.m. August 25, the first day 

of the Great American Stamp Show in Sacramento, California. 

There is no admission charge to the show or the first-day ceremony, but you are urged to register in advance. 

The Pony Cars Forever stamps pop with bright detailed artwork created especially for the stamps by award-

winning motor specialist artist Tom Fritz, of California. Sun appears to glisten off shiny fenders and bumpers as 

the cars speed along open roads. The images are so real (they look like photographs!) you can almost hear the 

roar of the engines and maybe even a squeal of tires. 

Fritz, who talked about his artwork and the new stamps in an email interview with Jeff Stage, senior editor for 

the APS, has been invited to take part in the dedication ceremony and plans to be there. Stamp artists are often 

unable to attend first-day ceremonies so we urge members to take this opportunity to see one in person. 

 

Artist Tom Fritz. 

“Fritz’s ability to capture light, speed and emotion is simply 

unparalleled and, with this, he manages to tell wonderful 

stories,” wrote Eric Gallina for the Formtrends website. “Fritz 

paints honest, beautiful and evocative images that dance off the 

stretched canvas …” 

https://uspsonlinesolutions.wufoo.com/forms/m46h5ox1w6a5an/
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Racers in the desert prepare to 

take on the field in Tom Fritz’s 

painting, “What D’ya Reckon 

She’ll Do?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The entire project took about five or six months,” Fritz said about creating the stamp artwork. “A lot of time 

was involved in nailing down the initial concept sketches/designs. Researching and making all of the necessary 

arrangements for the vehicles I used for my reference took the most time. Once my brush hit the panels, the 

painting goes pretty quick; maybe 20 to 25 hours of actual brush time, if that, for each.” 

Fritz created the artwork under the direction of the stamp designer Zack Bryant, art director Greg Breeding and the USPS 

creative team. 

This is Fitz’s second set of stamps for the USPS. He also created the artwork found on the Muscle Cars stamps 

of 2013. The Muscle Cars and Pony Cars stamps are the third and fourth issues in the America on the Move 

series, which started in 2005 with the ’50s Sporty Cars stamps, followed by ‘50s Fins and Chrome in 2008. Art 

Fitzpatrick created the artwork for the first two sets. Tom Fritz and then-Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe 

chat with Jay Leno about the 2013 Muscle Cars stamps on a 2013 episode of “Jay Leno’s Garage,”  

Here is Stage’s Q-and-A with Pony Cars stamp artist Tom Fritz (we will print more after the show is over in the 

October edition of The American Philatelist): 

When did you start working on the artwork for these stamps? 

I didn’t waste any time. The designer, Zack Bryant, reached out to me via email on January 7, 2015, asking if 

I’d like to collaborate on the development of stamps celebrating the American Pony Cars. At that moment, I 

was hours away from jumping into the van to work my 13-day show at the Barrett-Jackson Auction in 

Scottsdale. So, while at the show, I started casually canvassing friends and attendees about what they thought 

were the most popular of the pony cars. Even before the project was locked down, I was already doing my 

research.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMJiWgftdQ8
https://stamps.org/the-american-philatelist
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What was the assignment?  

I was provided a list of seven suggested cars, which would somehow be narrowed to five for the stamps 

themselves. The list of seven included the Plymouth Barracuda and the Pontiac Firebird [which didn’t make it]. 

There was a degree of flexibility in determining the specific year and model for each of those listed. 

What did you use for your modeling? 

The USPS uses a photo research service that was able to locate examples of each of the vehicles. Based on my 

approved sketches, properly licensed reference photos of each were acquired and passed on to me. 

Can you tell us the basics of the creation process? These are all oils on panel? And did you move them onto 

digital for fine-tuning? 

I started by making five-or-so sketches of each car from varying angles. Once the final sketch was selected and 

approved, the photo reference was collected. Each of the final oil-on-panel measures 18 inches by 10 inches, 

proportional to the aspect ratio of the final stamp. I cut the panels out of masonite, primed both sides and applied 

my paint. Digitizing and manipulating my images on a computer isn’t part of my process. When the panels were 

completed and approved, I signed each on the reverse side and handed them over.  

 

A montage of Tom Fritz’s early sketches of the Pony Cars that appear on the upcoming U.S. stamps. 
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What’s the most challenging of these motorized objects to paint? 

Steam locomotives have an incredible amount of plumbing involved, and this can be problematic when toggling 

that touchy switch between technical accuracy and a painterly hand. But motorcycles are probably the most 

challenging. Whereas cars and trucks are made up of huge slab shapes, motorcycles have a lot of little windows 

going through them that require accurate placement and expose all sorts of detail. 

Do you always use California or Pacific landscapes in your backgrounds? 

Here in California, we have incredible lighting, which offers up plenty of colorful settings! My backgrounds are 

generally abstract compositional foils for the subject. I treat it in terms of masses and shape that lead the eye 

through a painting. Of course, the background can offer historical clues to the story, texture, mood and relate 

time-of-day or certain lighting situations – like sunsets. 

Let’s talk about colors on these new stamps. What’s your basic color philosophy? 

If there’s one thing my paintings have in common, it’s this: my colors tend toward bright and bold. It’s no accident. 

So, my palette consists of high-intensity spectrum colors. I tend towards analogous mixes. I’ll use grays for 

shadowing and distance. 

 

“Noontime Splendor,” by Tom Fritz. 

Would it be correct to call your general tone romantic? Or, maybe a cross between realism and 

romantic? 

Perhaps? I don’t spend much time considering where my work lies among all the “-isms,” so I’ll leave that to 

the critics. Concerning realism? I studied photo-realism in college back in the ’70s and created a few works 

enough to discover how quickly bored I was with the soul-less, styleless, uncritical copying of a photograph. I 

have a looser hand. My brushwork tends to show. I prefer chasing the appearance of something – distilling its 

essence, rather than concentrating solely on its form. I’ve heard my work described as realism softened by 

impressionism. 
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Are all of the colors shown on the stamps true to the time of manufacture or are these more like 

customized paint jobs? 

I used colors that were true to the time of manufacture. 

Let’s talk about a couple of the cars on the new stamps. The Cougar. That grille – almost really from an 

earlier era of big grills. And I love the lines on the road. It looks like there is a second set of interior road 

lines. Is the car running on a track or a beach? 

The color the 1967 Mercury Cougar XR-7 GT is wearing was called Burgundy Poly (for polychromatic). The 

lines on the road are merely a rhythmic device that helps bring movement. It’s how I designed the picture space, 

using various marks composed to express the motion I placed the car in. It could be taking place on a track. Or 

on a twisty road somewhere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Fritz's sketches of the Camaro. 
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The Javelin. Now, this is a fantastic orange. And, a slight wisp of smoke on the right side? Time of day?  

In 1969, American Motors Corporation 

offered a “Big Bad” color option on its 

Javelin. Three colors were available. 

“Big Bad Orange” – which you see on 

the stamp, – “Big Bad Green” and Big 

Bad Blue.” You caught the subtle 

smoke I indicated. Had I played up the 

smoke, I would have obscured some of 

the critical shapes in the body I wanted 

to retain. Time of day you ask? Well, 

it’s time to play hooky!  

 

Left: The Postal Service supplied this photo 

of a Javelin for the artist to use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Fritz’s sketches of the Javelin. 
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How exactly do you make the sun glint off these vehicles?  

Honestly, by carefully controlling the light-to-dark aspect and color temperature of the colors I mix, where, and 

how I apply them. I’m not using any special, top-secret galactic formulations of unobtanium paint or anything 

like that. Just off-the-shelf tubes of oil paint like everyone else.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Out Quicker Than a Hiccup" by Tom Fritz 

Is it more challenging to create human forms or motorized forms in your artwork? 

Neither, really. I had a solid art education; figure, anatomy, perspective, color theory, design and so on. And 

once I got the degree (at California State University Northridge ), I worked as an artist every day – observing, 

studying, and creating. That’s been my only job. So for me, it’s all just line, form and mass.  

 

"The Good Life", by Tom Fritz 
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You certainly have embraced the genre of motorized transport art (how do you define your specialty? – 

from motorcycles and cars to locomotives, planes and ships. But were you always into this area? You 

studied art in college – were there other areas you were drawn to as well? 

I don’t like to pigeonhole myself, so I just call myself an artist. If you look at the broad spectrum of my work, 

you’ll notice that color, figures and landscapes play a significant role – I love all things “visual.” 

Thanks, Tom. A lot of stamp collectors look forward to meeting you at the Great American Stamp Show. More 

Tom Fritz artworks can be viewed at his website, www.fritzart.com. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

President’s Message continued… 

Anybody else find old maps interesting? Old worldwide albums often have maps and seeing how the lines on the 

map have changed is fascinating to me. Anybody else? Got kids/grandkids that might like to do a school project 

with them? Albums often included a set of national flag stickers.  

Everyone is asked to make an appropriate donation to the club. Hard rules have not been set as there is such a wide variety 

of materials and some are difficult to value. Please keep the tradition of generosity so we don’t have set-up a bunch of rules.  

Please make an appointment with me to stop by. There are accumulations of philatelic books, stock sheets, album pages, 

album supplements, cigar boxes, hinges, or just about anything else that is part of a stamp collection.  

We have the materials to contribute and expand our charitable activities financed by allowing members to build their own 

collections. So, if you have an idea on growing our programs or want to take a dive into the inventory, speak up. 

 

Brian  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
http://www.fritzart.com/
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

        Stampbay, Inc, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                                                                         

Web site:  www.stampbay.com                                                                                                                                                        

(India including India used abroad) 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 

mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
http://www.asiaphilatelics.com/
mailto:rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eurasiastamps.com/
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:info@stampbay.com
http://www.stampbay.com/
http://www.thepostcard.com/
mailto:wrsky@att.net
mailto:garyucb@aol.com
http://www.ebay.com/

