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2023 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti ………… ..408 723 0122 

 

Secretary   

*Dave Gilman  ……….……..408 264 1953 

  Sanjosegilmans@gmail.com 

                                                      

Treasure 

*Andy Hilton…………………408 3771442 

Papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster/Newsletter 

Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

SJSC Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net  

_______________________________________ 

Filatelic Fiesta 2023 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Tom Kinberg ……….……... 503 910 9552 

stampartrstamps@gmail.com 

_____________________________ 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

981 Shadow Brook Dr. 

San Jose, CA 95120 

 

 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

 

President's Column - Proud to be Your President 

5/2/2023 

The American Philatelic Society Board of Directors recently elected me as 

president to replace my dear friend Bob Zeigler, who resigned before the end of 

his term. I am honored to take on this new leadership role. Previously, I have 

served as chair of the Board of Vice Presidents. I am ready to work with the 

APS board, APRL board, Scott English, the headquarters staff, and members to 

expand outreach and to continue to provide our society’s outstanding services. 

I have been an active philatelist for most of my life, and I will be eligible for my 

50-year membership medal in 2026. I was the collector child, accumulating 

stamps, postcards, coins, and seashells to display and rearrange in my room. In 

my teenage years, I learned about zeppelins from my grandfather. The first time 

that I held a zeppelin-flown piece of mail, I was smitten.  

Zeppelin posts have sustained my collecting focus since, but my interests have 

expanded to include research, writing, presentations, and exhibiting. My 

collecting includes mail, postcards, and ephemera. 

For members who have not yet crossed paths with me at a club meeting or stamp 

show, let me introduce myself. I am a Smithsonian Institution curator emerita 

following my retirement as the chief curator of philately at the Smithsonian 

National Postal Museum and as lead curator of the William H. Gross Stamp 

Gallery, the world’s largest postage stamp gallery. Currently, I serve as one of 

the U.S. representatives of the Royal Philatelic Society London, on the 

Chicagopex stamp show committee, and as a member on the U.S. Postal 

Service’s Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee, the committee that selects 

subjects and reviews designs for U.S. postage stamps.  

My philatelic recognitions include the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists, APS 

Luff Award for Exceptional Contributions to Philately, Collectors Club’s Alfred 

F. Lichtenstein Memorial Award, Philatelic Foundation’s Mortimer L. Neinken 

Medal, U.S. Philatelic Classics Society Distinguished Philatelist Award, 

Smithsonian Philatelic Achievement Award, and Aerophilatelic Hall of Fame. 
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Presidents Message 

Collecting Alone Together  

One of the interesting characteristics of 

collecting stamps is the dichotomy of it being a 

hobby you can do alone but can be so much 

better when you share your interests with others.  

As expected, the time we spend analyzing and 

mounting stamps into our collection is almost 

always done by oneself. However, we can 

complement the collecting experience by 

engaging deeper into the hobby in a variety of 

ways. Whether you are just getting started, have 

modest experience, or consider yourself an 

expert; you’ll as some point want to consult with 

others about something.  

The most “remote” way to connect within the 

hobby is to sign up for a publication like Linn’s. 

While one probably wouldn’t meet anyone 

reading Linn’s, at least you’d know who some of 

the major players in the hobby are. Perhaps by 

writing a letter to the editor or submitting an 

article on your specialty, you’d get to know more 

people.  

Consider joining American Philatelic Society, a 

national philatelic society, or the American 

Topical Society. They are a great way to be 

connected to people who share your collecting 

interests.  

Of course, the 21st Century way to connect to 

people is over social media. It has the advantage 

to be in contact with people anyplace in the 

world. A posted question may draw responses 

from wide variety of people and provide insight 

not available locally. The challenge is to know 

whose advice you can trust. So many people post 

responses they don’t really have the proper 

knowledge about but like seeing their comments 

debated.  

If you want to make real personal connections 

with fellow collectors your best bet is to join 

your local stamp club. If you’re reading this 

you’re probably already a member of a club(s), 

so this is your invitation to invite others. I can 

only speak for myself, but it has been 

tremendously rewarding to have the friendships 

I’ve made as part of the SJSC. Wow, it has been 

a blessing to get to know each of you that I accept 

the challenge of being club president. Just 

speaking of my philatelic knowledge, it has 

grown by leaps and bounds from the club 

members who have shared their presentations.  

If you like any of what I’ve written, please 

consider inviting a collecting friend to join the 

SJSC, a chapter of their local society, or the APS.  

Please also consider giving a presentation at an 

upcoming club meeting. NO, you don’t have to 

be an expert on something to give a talk. 

Collectors at ANY level is invited and welcome 

to bring in your collection, share what you 

collect and discuss the challenges you’re facing.  

Brian 
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What’s Coming Up? 

May 13: The WPL is hosting an open house and sale. They are pricing excess books 

and donated collections. The doors are open from 9:00 am to noon. Ed Jarvis 

promises items are priced to sell. Bring cash or a check book, sorry no credit cards 

accepted.  

June 7: Next SJSC meeting. Who’s going to offer to give a presentation? It’s your 

turn.  

July 5: Our meeting is the day after a major holiday. Shall we go ahead meet or 

cancel? 

July 15: Joint meeting in Watsonville with the Pajaro Valley and Monterey Stamp 

Clubs. It will be a great opportunity to extend our friendships to other local clubs. 

We’re still in the planning stages and more details are coming, but please save the 

date.  

Summer: Now that the pandemic has wound down, let’s have a summer picnic again. 

Any volunteers to help organize it? 

Trips?  Last year I proposed we take some weekend day trips out, but the pandemic 

prevented us from being able to do them. Shall we try again this summer? 
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   WESTPEX 2023 
Written by: Brian Jones 

We’re fortunate to have a national caliber stamp show here in the Bay Area. 

WESTPEX brings in an amazing set of exhibits and dealers from around 

the world. Attendance this year was much better than last year as many 

more people appeared to ready to get out into public events. Show guests 

traveled from around the country and it was great to see people visiting 

from international locations like Portugal, England, and China. Exact 

attendance data is not available, but it did not appear to be fully back to pre-

pandemic levels.  

This year’s theme was the 150th anniversary of the San Francisco cable cars. 

They issued a variety of show covers and a souvenir sheet.   

The Council of Northern California Philatelic Societies had a meeting on Saturday. Ed Jarvis made a big 

announcement for the Western Philatelic Library (WPL): they’ve paid off their mortgage! The WPL is now 

planning to upgrade the interior lighting and other improvements. Their goal is to make it a resource to all 

collectors in the region. To continue the process of clearing out excess and donation, they are hosting an Open 

House and sale on Saturday May 13th from 9:00am to noon. Bring cash as they don’t have the means to take a 

credit card.  

The Council awards the Chaloner Memorial Award to someone who has made a major contribution to philately 

in the region. For 2023, it is awarded to Brian Jones for his work teaching the Scouting stamp collecting merit 

badge, serving as the President of the SJSC and General Chairman of Filatelic Fiesta. The award was presented 

by Council President Kristin Patterson and came as a complete surprise to me!  I am very honored to receive this 

award and couldn’t have done what I’ve done without the clubs support. It was very appropriate that the award 

was given to me by Kristin as she was very much a mentor when I first started in a leadership position with the 

SJSC and Fiesta.   
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The bourse is the heartbeat of a stamp show and it was good to see some old friends there. Club members Gary 

Morris (dba Pacific Midwest) and Ron Biell (dba Euro-Asian Stamps) were just across the aisle from each other. 

This was A & D’s last show with Jim Dempsey at 92 he is retiring after a long career. He had a very busy table 

all 3 days as so many wanted to get a last minute to shop from him. Most dealers gave a positive report on their 

business for the show. Another club member at the show was APS Executive Director Scott English. A few photos 

are attached for your review.   

 

Another annual highlight of the show is the big Schuler Rumsey Auction. 

They always have an amazing array of items for bidding. This year this 

included two lots from the SJSC; a Scott 291, 50c Trans-Miss. In F/VF 

condition was given an estimate of $600; and one of the Scott 5681 Tulips 

pane with no die cuts was given an estimate of $300-#400. The 50c Trans-

Miss realized only $180 (a little disappointment); and the Tulip sheet got 

$425 (in expectation).  

The 2024 show will be April 26 – 28th.  Guest societies will be: The Royal Philatelic Society of London; US 

Possessions Philatelic Society; Colombia-Panama Philatelic Study Group; and Canal Zone Study Group. The 

theme is the 150th Anniversary of the UPU.  
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Submitted by Jim Sauer 
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Continued From Page 1 

I believe that philately has a strong future. I also believe that the hobby is changing 

and collector interests and ways of collecting are changing. One of my goals as 

president is to ensure that APS continues strong programs while keeping its pulse on 

the changes that will allow us to improve, grow, and connect to our members. 

I love stamp shows and all that comes with them — the exhibits, dealers, club events, 

great energy of collectors, and meeting new people. If you have never been to the 

Great American Stamp Show, I hope you will consider attending in this August in 

Cleveland, Ohio. Look for me and please say hello. 

Past President Janet Klug once asked me, “Are you proud to be a stamp collector?” I 

had never thought about that question before, but have reflected on this many times 

in the decades since she posed the question. Yes, I am very proud to be a stamp 

collector. I am proud to be an APS member. I am proud to be your APS president.  

Call for APS 2023 Summer Meeting 

Pursuant to Article 3, Section 3.4 of the Bylaws, I hereby issue 

this official call for the 138th Summer Meeting of the American 

Philatelic Society for transactions of such business as may be 

legally brought before it. The convention will assemble at the 

Huntington Convention Center of Cleveland, from August 10–13, 

2023.  

The membership meeting of the American Philatelic Society will be held at the 

convention complex, room 16. In the event the convention is canceled or delayed, the 

meeting will be rescheduled and held virtually/telephonically at a day and time to be 

announced. 

Proposed resolutions shall be submitted to APS National Headquarters at least 30 

days prior to the general membership meeting, which will be held at 9 a.m. on 

Saturday, August 12. 

Cheryl Ganz, President, American Philatelic Society 

 

https://stamps.org/great-american-stamp-show
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, P.O. Box 730993, San Jose, CA 95173-0993                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 238-0893   Fax: (408) 238-2539   Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                      

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Asia, Ireland, Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

        Stampbay, Inc, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                                                                         

Web site:  www.stampbay.com                                                                                                                                                        

(India including India used abroad) 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: garyucb                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 

Denis Norrington 

Arrow Stamp Company, San Francisco, California.                                                                                                                                   

Phone: 415-425-6683  Email: denis@arrowstamp.co  Web site: www.arrowstamp.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
(Worldwide Stamps and collections 
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