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2023 Club Officers* 
President 

*Brian Jones ………………..  408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President 

*David Occhipinti ………… ..408 723 0122 

 

Secretary   

*Dave Gilman  ……….……..408 264 1953 

  Sanjosegilmans@gmail.com 

                                                      

Treasurer 

*Andy Hilton…………………408 3771442 

Papa_hilton@yahoo.com 

 

Webmaster/Newsletter 

Jim Steinwinder ……..…..   408 644 4090 

callcps@aol.com 

 

SJSC Blog 

Ron Biell ………..….…….   408 323 8702 

Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net  

_______________________________________ 

 

Filatelic Fiesta 2023 

Chairman 
Brian Jones …….…..…….. 408 300 3377 

bfj39@yahoo.com 

 

Bourse Chairman 
Tom Kinberg ……….……... 503 910 9552 

stampartrstamps@gmail.com 

 

_______________________________ 

 

Club Website 

www.sanjosesc.com 

 

Club Blog 

www.sjscblog.net 

 

Filatelic Fiesta Website 
www.filatelicfiesta.com 

 

Correspondence: 

San Jose Stamp Club 

981 Shadow Brook Dr. 

San Jose, CA 95120 

 

 

the San Jose Stamp 

Club on Facebook 

 

        Fiesta Time! 
We’re just days away from our annual show. There is NO more 

time to delay in getting involved. It’s time for all of us to pitch 

in and make the show happen. The pandemic has abated and 

looking forward to human interaction again!  Tom has lined us 

up a wonderful bourse, there is an amazing line-up of guest 

speakers and the Philippine Society is our guest society again. 

A popular aspect of our show is the hospitality table as 

everyone loves free coffee and snacks! There are several jobs 

that don’t take any physical effort, just a positive attitude.  

Please use SignUpGenius to register when and where you can 

help. Just call or email any questions or concerns.   

Our show and club have SO much potential in front of us.  Now 

that we’re back to meeting in person, we can return to having 

presentations and other activities.  I believe that if we start 

working with the library, we can do some things to attract new 

members. Fiesta has the potential to be all we want it to be, but 

we’ve GOT to get more involved.   

I’m excited to keep our youth activities going in 2023. The 

recent Scouting merit badge class we had 34 Scouts (including 

8 young women) learn how to start collecting. The Scouts will 

be attending FF to complete their badge and hopefully some 

will continue to collect. The following week, I’m hosting a 

Christmas stamp album program at the Presbyterian Church of 

Los Gatos Advent Craft Fair. I also have ideas on how to use 

some of our donations to engage with local senior living 

communities.   

I am deeply disappointed that there was ZERO response to last 

months call for help. Will 2022 be the end of Filatelic Fiesta? 

Is this it? We all need to pitch in and make the show a success. 

I’m hopeful many of you are planning to pitch in but just 

haven’t spoken up yet. Now is the time! We can be an active 

and fun club and show if we all grab an oar and pull to each’s 

ability.   

Brian 

 

mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:Sanjosegilmans@gmail.com
mailto:Papa_hilton@yahoo.com
mailto:callcps@aol.com
mailto:Rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Bfj39@yahoo.com
mailto:stampartrstamps@gmail.com
http://www.sanjosesc.com/
http://www.sjscblog.net/
http://www.filatelicfiesta.com/
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Presidents Message 

. Club Business: Two very important pieces 

of club business need our attention.  

Dues: Yep, it’s time for our annual dues.  

Let’s keep them the same at $12 a year. 

Please send in your check soon.  

Club Officers: It’s also time to nominate new 

club and show officers – including club 

president! Yes, I will accept the vote…   

Please speak up and volunteer to take a 

leadership position. We’ll have the vote in 

December.  

 

Brian 
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  Bringing Stamp Collecting into the Computer Age 

10/23/2023 

Joining my father’s passion for computers with my own passion for philately 

This article by APS member Douglas Friedman is the second in a three-part series adapted from his column "My 

Hobby Became a Life Saver!" This week, Friedman leaves his childhood behind and reflects on how creating a 

computerized stamp catalog helped him grow closer with his father in early adulthood. 

Just before he passed away, my grandfather, Joseph Friedman, told me how much he appreciated that I’d taken 

over the ongoing updates of the stamp albums he started some 60 years before. He told me that he was leaving 

his entire collection to me in his will – but there was one caveat, which he did not put in writing but told me 

instead. 

“If you ever get rid of the collection, I’ll come back to haunt you.” 

With those words reverberating in my head (as they do to this day), I kept the albums going dutifully with new 

issues for many years, including an unbroken string of United States stamps going back to the 1920s with many 

earlier issues, complete sets of stamps from Israel and the United Nations, and (with the exception of that one 

high-value set I wrote about last week) a complete set of Vatican issues. Even in the years when I didn’t have 

time to place new issues in my albums, I still purchased them at the U.S. Post Office and from five different 

countries by mail. 

I’m now retired and able to spend time again with my lifelong hobby and how it brought me so close to my 

beloved Grandpa Joe.  But thinking back, I can also share one shining moment when stamps brought me closer 

to my dad as well. 

My father (Howard “Bud” Friedman) was a wiz with computers going back to the 1950s when IBM computers 

were the size of a house and data was input with punch cards and saved on whirling reels of electronic tape (today 

our cell phones are hundreds of thousands of times more powerful).  With his help, in 1982 we created one of the 

first computer programs to catalog postage stamps and their values which could be used by collectors.  It was 

such a novel thing that The American Philatelist, the monthly journal of the American Philatelic Society, 

published an article I wrote about the process, which I’d like to share parts of here. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The philatelist author (left) and his computer-wiz father, Howard "Bud" Friedman in 1983, posing with a Radio Shack TRS-80. 
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Remember that at the time, home computers were still new and not widely used; what may sound like prehistory 

now was in fact a prescient view to the future. I will leave out the technical details about how to set up that 

inventory on your Radio Shack TRS-80… My guess is the only one still in existence may be in the Smithsonian. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The September 1982 issue of The American Philatelist, in which the author's article appeared.  

Here are a few excerpts from that article from more than 40 years ago: 

                For years my dad has been trying to get me to join the Computer Age: to spend time with him 

programming his Radio Shack TRS-80 computer. At the same time, I have been yearning to spend more time 

talking stamps with my grandfather, who in his 89th year has compiled quite an impressive collection from a 

number of countries.  A few months ago, I discovered the link that would combine the two and please my entire 

family – I computerized my stamp collection.  Before you think it all sounds too complicated, let me explain that 

all I did was put my stamp inventory into the computer and come out with a precise description of my entire 

collection in a neat, orderly, computerized print-out.  Having this computerized print-out serves three basic 

purposes for me; there are no doubt many more good reasons to computerize, but here are my three. 

                The first reason is for insurance purposes.  By having a continually up to date accounting of my 

philatelic holdings I can also keep an up-to-date accounting of its value.   

                The second reason was to find holes in my collection that needed filling.  Any collector worth his salt 

is going backwards in his collection, filling those hard-to-get holes as quickly as he is able.    

                    The third advantage I found from computerizing is this: I have a great deal of duplicates, and when 

it comes to trading, selling or just knowing what I have in excess, I can list every single stamp, every pair and 

every plate block I own separately. 
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 When displaying the inventory of my collection on paper, I have my choice of what order I want to list the 

stamps.  Although the most common way to list would be by numerical Scott order, I have at times listed my 

collection from the most valuable item on down.  You can use your creativity here, listing items in most any order 

you like, from singles to souvenir sheets, or from light stamps to dark ones. 

                At all times the computer will keep an updated running value on the entire collection that can be 

displayed whenever requested. 

                Computerizing my stamp collection has been a lot of fun for me and I have learned a great deal more 

about my stamps, having looked closely at each and every one as it was entered into my computer inventory. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another article on the Friedmans' computer cataloging exploits, this time in the Northrop News. 

                It makes sense as we move into this age of the home computer to use it for the betterment of our stamp 

collections.  It has given me a renewed enthusiasm for the hobby, as well as broadening my horizons to include 

an understanding of how computers function. 

                Computers may be the best thing to hit stamp collecting since the postage stamp. 

Looking back now, I don’t recall ever thinking that it would be possible to include pictures of stamps in an 

inventory, not to mention hooking into a database that would update the value of my stamps automatically. 

Looking forward now, perhaps AI will allow us to update our philatelic inventories without needing to use a 

keyboard at all. 
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      APS Launches Improvements to StampStore 

10/27/2023 

Announces Upgrade to Search Functions 

After nearly a year since moving the APS StampStore to HipStamp, the APS launched an initiative to upgrade 

and improve StampStore features, introduce an instructional video series, and modernize the program for APS 

members to buy and sell. 

“We’ve heard from sellers, and we’ve identified some search issues for covers, postal stationery, and 

postcards,” said Carol Hoffman, Director of APS Sales, “We’re listening and working to make StampStore the 

best it can be.” 

Search Functions 

The initial search capability in our store was limited to Country and Scott numbers, which works well for stamp 

searches, but did not include critical details provided by the descriptions. Through collaboration with HipStamp, 

we’ve improved the search capabilities for those items. 

Upgrades 

 HipStamp increased the search field for our covers/postcards from 80 to 128 characters. 

 The APS modified the search field to Country, Scott numbers, and Description. Note: It’s important to 

list the key searchable words first in your description. 

 We revised submission sheets to create specific sheets for stamps and postal entries.  

The new submission sheets are fillable forms for easier entry. Sheets in black and white backgrounds are 

available on the APS website for home printing, or can be downloaded below. Black background sheets will 

soon be available for sale through our website under the Shop Section (Hobby Supplies) at 20 for $3.00 ($1.25 

shipping and handling). 

 Educational Series 

The APS is also launching an educational effort to help buyers and sellers use StampStore on HipStamp, 

including short How-To videos. We will share more information once the series is available.  

=========================================================== 

+ + +   Dues Time   + + + 

It’s that time of year again for your annual club dues.  Please pay them in a 

timely manner so the treasurer doesn’t have to harass you for months on end 

for you to pay them.  Thanks 
=========================================================== 

http://www.stampstore.org/
https://classic.stamps.org/Hobby-Supplies
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Club Member/Dealers 

Richard Clever 

Asia Philatelics, 3276 Andora Dr., San Jose, CA 95148                                                                                               

Phone: (408) 238-0893  Email: richard@asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                            

Web Site: www.asiaphilatelics.com                                                                                                                              

(China(PRC), Japan) 

Ron Biell 

Euro-Asian Stamps, P.O. Box 20562, San Jose, CA 95160                                                                                            

Phone: (408) 323-8702   Fax: 408) 323-8702   Email: rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net                                                               

Web Site: www.eurasiastamps.com                                                                                                                              

(China, Japan, Baltics, Russia, W. Europe, Covers Worldwide) 

Doug Gary 

Douglas Gary, P.O. Box 457, Campbell, CA 95009                                                                                                     

Phone: (408) 274-3939   Email: doug_gary@hotmail.com                                                                                                 

(USA & Worldwide Postal History, Stamps, Autographs, Postcards) 

Deepak Jaiswal 

        Stampbay, Inc, PO Box 50848, Palo Alto, CA 94303                                                                                              

Phone: (650) 387-3885   Fax: (650) 561-4044   Email: info@stampbay.com                                                                                                         

Web site:  www.stampbay.com                                                                                                                                                        

(India including India used abroad) 

Walt Kransky 

Walts Postcards                                                                                                                                                                  
Web Site: www.thepostcard.com   Email: wrsky@att.net                                                                                                 

(philatelic material, covers, postcards) 

Gary Morris 

Pacific Midwest Co., PO Box 730818, San Jose, CA 95173                                                                                              

Phone: (408) 532-7100   Email: garyucb@aol.com                                                                                                    

www.ebay.com,   Seller Name: superbstamps                                                                                                                        

(Hawaii Stamps & Covers, Other Worldwide Stamps, Linder and Lighthouse Stamp Supplies) 

Denis Norrington 

Arrow Stamp Company, San Francisco, California.                                                                                                                                   

Phone: 415-425-6683  Email: denis@arrowstamp.co  Web site: www.arrowstamp.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
(Worldwide Stamps and collections) 

mailto:richard@asiaphilatelics.com
http://www.asiaphilatelics.com/
mailto:rbiell-dsl@sbcglobal.net
http://www.eurasiastamps.com/
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
mailto:info@stampbay.com
http://www.stampbay.com/
http://www.thepostcard.com/
mailto:wrsky@att.net
mailto:garyucb@aol.com
http://www.ebay.com/
tel:4154256683
mailto:denis@arrowstamp.co
http://www.arrowstamp.com/

